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I. A. R i c h a r d s '  i n f r e q u e n t  but  i n s i s t e n t  u s e  of the  t e r m  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  p r e s e n t s  a  fou r fo ld  p r o b l e m :  f i r s t ,  what
R i c h a r d s  m e a n s  by th e  t e r m ;  s e c o n d ,  w h e t h e r  he a lw a y s  m e a n s  
th e  s a m e  th ing  by it; t h i r d ,  w h e th e r  he  had  the  c o n ce p t  in  m in d  
b e fo r e  he u se d  th e  t e r m  a nd ,  if so ,  w h e th e r  he  c h an g e d  the  
c o n ce p t  a f t e r  he  u s e d  th e  t e r m ;  and fo u r th ,  w h e t h e r  a  t h o ro u g h  
in v e s t ig a t io n  of th e  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  con cep t  a s  u s e d  by 
R i c h a r d s  c a n  lead  to  a c l e a r e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of h is  w o r k  in 
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  and  e d u c a t io n a l  t h e o r y .
The  c o n ce p t  of  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  i s  b a s e d  upon the  
o b s e r v a t i o n  tha t  a ny  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  d e s ig n e d  to do a  sp e c i f ic  job 
and  the way  the  job is  done  d e p e n d s  upon th e  n a t u r e  of  the  
i n s t r u m e n t .  If we w ish  to  p e r f o r m  a s p e c u l a t i v e  o r  in v e s t i g a t i v e  
t a s k ,  we c h o o se  o r  d e v i s e  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  a s  an a id .  The  
t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  is  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ;  and, a s  with  
o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  it  is sh a p e d  by  th e  n a t u r e  of w h a t  i s  to  be 
i n v e s t ig a t e d ,  and i t s  own n a t u r e  h e lp s  sh a p e  the  n a t u r e  of th e  
r e s u l t s  of th e  i n v e s t ig a t io n .  T h i s  k ind  of i n t e r a c t i o n  im p l i e s  an 
ongoing  c h an g e  in the  i n s t r u m e n t  and  in  t h e  f ind in gs .  C onsequen t ly ,
v
in o r d e r  to be s u i t e d  to i t s  t a s k ,  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  m u s t  be 
s u b je c t  to  c o n t in u a l  r e f i n e m e n t  and  f u r t h e r m o r e  open to r e v i s i o n  
o r  even  r e p l a c e m e n t  in the  event  th a t  a  m o r e  e f fe c t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  
c a n  be d e v i s e d .  T he  r e s u l t a n t  f lu id i ty  c a n  be m a in t a in e d  by 
co uch in g  a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  in th e  co n d i t io n a l  m o d e ,  t h e r e b y  
avo id ing  r i g id  c e r t a i n t i e s  w h ic h  m a y  be  i l l u s o r y  and which  m a y  
s t i f le  i n v e s t ig a t iv e  c u r i o s i t y .
W h enever  R i c h a r d s  u s e s  the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  11 he m e a n s  the  s a m e  th in g  by i t ,  but on ly  if we 
u n d e r s t a n d  " s a m e  th in g "  a s  a r e m i n d e r  th a t  th e  c o n ce p t  of 
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  is  i t s e l f  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  and 
he n ce  f lu id ,  not s t a t i c .  It  i s  a  c o n c e p t  w h ich  g ro w s  l ike  an 
o r g a n i s m  in R i c h a r d s '  ongoing  w o rk ,  and it c a n  be  id en t i f ied  a s  
th e  s a m e  th ing  in i t s  v a r i o u s  o c c u r r e n c e s  in th e  way  th a t  any 
g ro w in g  o r g a n i s m  can  be iden t i f ied  a s  the  s a m e  th in g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
s t a g e s  of i ts  d e v e lo p m e n t .
R i c h a r d s  u s e d  the s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  a s  a 
guid ing  p r i n c i p l e  long  b e fo r e  he gav e  i t  a n a m e .  A f t e r  he gave  it  
a  n a m e  he c han g ed  it  only in th a t  he  b e c a m e  l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
i t s  t h e o r e t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  and m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
f o r  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in e d u ca t io n .
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R i c h a r d s  h o p e s  t h a t  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  co n ce p t  
c a n  be  u s e d  to  av o id  d o g m a  and to k e e p  a l i v e  i n v e s t ig a t iv e  
c u r i o s i t y  by avo id ing  f ix i t i e s  and f i n a l i t i e s .  He a l s o  h o p e s  t h a t  
i t  c an  be u s e d  to  m e d i a t e  b e tw e e n  r i v a l  v ie w s  by f o s t e r i n g  
t o l e r a n c e ,  on th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  d i a l e c t i c  i s  m o r e  f r u i t f u l  th an  
d i s p u ta t io n ,  in ph i lo so p h y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s .
S ince  R i c h a r d s  a t t a c h e s  s u c h  i m p o r t a n c e  to the  sp e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t ,  and  s i n c e  it  a p p e a r s  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  in h i s  
w o rk  in l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  and  e d u c a t io n a l  t h e o r y ,  we m ig h t  be 
a b le  b e t t e r  to u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  w o rk  by a th o ro u g h  in v e s t i g a t io n  
of the  c o n c e p t  a s  he  u s e s  it.
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INTRODUCTION
One of I. A. R i c h a r d s '  m a n y  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to t h e o r e t i c a l  
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  i s  the  co n cep t  to which  he g iv es  th e  n a m e  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  " He h a s  m a d e  a d e l i b e r a t e  e f fo r t  to 
c o m p r e s s  into th i s  c o n c e p t  h i s  whole  t h e o r y  of know ledge .  He 
r e g a r d s  a s  a sp e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  any  book, e s s a y ,  t h e o r y ,  
d e f in i t io n ,  e tc .  , wh ich  i s  u s e d  in the  in v e s t ig a t io n  of n a t u r a l  
p h e n o m e n a  a n d / o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e p ts  to w a rd  the  end  of f u r t h e r i n g  
k now ledge  o r  he ig h ten in g  a w a r e n e s s .  By t h i s  he m e a n s  tha t  w h e n ­
e v e r  we in v e s t ig a te  o r  s p e c u la te  we r e q u i r e  an  i n s t r u m e n t  to  do 
it w i th ,  th a t  p r o p e r t i e s  of the  i n s t r u m e n t  a f fec t  the  r e s u l t s  of  the  
i n v e s t ig a t io n  o r  s p e c u la t io n ,  th a t  a w a r e n e s s  of th i s  e f fec t  w i l l  m a k e  
us m o r e  c a u t io u s  and  l e s s  d o g m a t ic ,  and h e n c e  th a t  by sp e ak in g  in 
e x p r e s s e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s u p p r e s s e d ,  c o n d i t io n a l s  r a t h e r  th an  in s t a t e ­
m e n t s  of c e r t a i n t y  we can  r e a s o n  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  and ,  by a v o id ­
ing a s e n s e  of f in a l i ty ,  k e e p  a l i v e  a n  i n v e s t ig a t iv e  c u r i o s i t y .  S ince  
R i c h a r d s  h a s  n e v e r  s e e n  n o r  do es  he  f o r e s e e  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  of a 
ph i lo sophy  which c a n  a r r i v e  a t  u l t i m a t e  a n s w e r s  w h ich  one can  
s tand  upon w i th  c e r t a i n t y ,  he is  c o m m i t t e d  to an  e m p i r i c a l - p r a g ­
m a t i c - u t i l i t a r i a n  ph i lo sop h y  d e s ig n ed  not  to s e a r c h  fo r  su ch  a n s w e r s  
but  in s t e a d  to  d e r i v e  b e t t e r  w ay s  of a s k in g  q u e s t i o n s ,  c o n s t a n t ly  
r e f in in g  o u r  m e th o d s  and r e v i s i n g  o u r  a n s w e r s ,  a m e th o d  w h ich
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R i c h a r d s  t a k e s  to  be the  m o s t  f r u i t f u l  one in the  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
t r a d i t i o n .
R i c h a r d s  d o e s  not e lu c id a te  h is  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
c o n c e p t  in a l l  o f  h i s  w o r k s ,  but it i s  a lw a y s  t h e r e  im p l i c i t ly  o r  
ex p l ic i t ly :  he s o m e t i m e s  d w e l l s  upon it at  len g th ,  s o m e t i m e s  only  
m e n t io n s  it ,  but n e a r l y  a lw a y s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  it by pu t t ing  it to  u se ;  
and  th e  f i g u r e  o f  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  o r  th e  m a c h in e  a s  p a r t  of h is  
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of s p e c u l a t i v e  a c t iv i ty  i s  o n e  of  the  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  
r e c u r r i n g  m e t a p h o r s  in h is  w o rk .  T h a t  h i s  m o s t  b a s i c  and  m o s t  
f r e q u e n t ly  p r e s e n t e d  c o n c e p t  h a s  b e e n  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l l y  ig n o r e d  is  
of c o n c e r n  h e r e .
The  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  in v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  to  e lu c id a t e  the  s p e c ­
u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  a s  R i c h a r d s  u s e s  it ,  show ing  what  he 
m e a n s  by it and w ha t  he h a s  done w ith  it.  I wil l  e x a m in e  m a i n l y  
t h o s e  w o r k s  by R i c h a r d s  in w h ich  he t a l k s  about  the  s p e c u la t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  and t h o s e  w h ich  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  o r  a t  l e a s t  a p p r o x i m a t i o n s  of what  he t h in k s  s p e c u ­
l a t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  ought  to  be.
I s h a l l  m a k e  no a t t e m p t  to  p a r a p h r a s e  a l l  of R i c h a r d s '  
w o r k s ,  b e c a u s e  in the  f i r s t  p lac e  s u c h  a  H e r c u l e a n  t a s k  would 
th r o w  t h i s  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  out of p r o p o r t i o n  and  out  of  fo cu s ,  and 
b e s i d e s ,  t h i s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  done by o t h e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by
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S tan ley  E d g a r  H y m a n 1 and  in g r e a t e r  d e ta i l  by W. H. N. Hotopf.  2 
I n s t e a d ,  I sh a l l  p a r a p h r a s e  s e c t i o n s  of h is  w o r k  d e a l in g  with  th e  
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t ,  w h ich  H y m an  and the  o t h e r s  le a v e  
out.  T h e  in ten t io n  i s  to  e x a m in e  R i c h a r d s '  w o rk  fo r  i l lu m in a t io n  
of the  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t ,  and  the  m e th o d  is  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  of e a c h  of h is  r e l e v a n t  w o r k s  in c h ro n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r  to 
show how th e  c o n c e p t  d e v e lo p ed  in t im e .  T h e  u n d e r ly in g  t h e s i s ,  
w h ich  the  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  is  t h a t  he had the  c o n ce p t  
in m ind  b e fo r e  he u se d  th e  t e r m  and  th a t  he did not  chan g e  th e  
c o n ce p t  when  he did  adopt  th e  t e r m .  W. H. N. Hotopf ho ld s  th a t  
s e v e r a l  c o n c e p t s  in R i c h a r d s '  w o rk  fo l lowed a s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n ,  
th a t  they  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a s  c o n c e p t s  in h is  e a r l y  bo ok s  b e f o r e  they
3
w e r e  g iven  n a m e s  and s y s t e m a t i c  d e v e lo p m e n t  in h i s  l a t e r  books .  
Hotopf u s e s  a s  e x a m p l e s  th e  t e r m s  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  " 
" s y s t e m a t i c  a m b ig u i ty ,  " and " m e t a p h o r ,  " a n d  he  t r a c e s  the  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t  of  the  l a s t  of t h e s e  t h r e e  to  s u p p o r t  h i s  t h e s i s .  It is  m y  a im  
to  do th e  s a m e  w i th  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  " w h ich  Hotopf i s  ab le  
on ly  to  m e n t io n ,  b e c a u s e  of th e  m u c h  b r o a d e r  s c o p e  of h i s  e n d e a v o r .
1mI. A. R i c h a r d s  and  the  C r i t i c i s m  of I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  T he  
A r m e d  V is ion  (New Y o rk :  V in tag e  B ooks ,  1955), pp. 2 78 -326 .
■̂L a n g u a g e , Thought  and  C o m p r e h e n s i o n :  A C a s e  Study of
The  W r i t in g s  of _I- A. R i c h a r d s  (B loom ing ton :  Ind iana  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1965).
3Ibid. , p. 225.
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R i c h a r d s  f i r s t  u s e s  the  t e r m  in C o l e r i d g e  on  I m a g in a t io n  
(1934), and h is  m o s t  s y s t e m a t i c  d i s c u s s i o n  of it a p p e a r s ,  a s  one  
would s u s p e c t ,  in s e v e r a l  e s s a y s  r e p r i n t e d  in S p e c u la t iv e  
I n s t r u m e n t s  (1955). But th e  c o n ce p t  i s  fu l ly ,  if no t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y ,  
d e v e lo p ed  in T he  M e an ing  of M ean ing  (1923) a nd  e x e m p l i f i e d  by 
m o s t  of h is  books .
A t e n t a t i v e  de f in i t ion  of " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  i s  in 
o r d e r  h e r e .  T h e  c o n ce p t  of s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  is  b a s e d  upon 
th e  p r i n c i p l e  th a t  the  n a t u r e  o f  any  i n s t r u m e n t  u se d  fo r  s tudy ing  
n a t u r a l  p h e n o m e n a  h a s  a p ro found  in f lu en ce  upon th e  f ind ings  
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  i t s  u s e .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  w hen  we u s e  a m i c r o s c o p e  
to  s tudy  b a c t e r i a ,  t h e  f a c t  th a t  we a r e  o b s e r v i n g  th e m  u n d e r  
c o n d i t io n s  which  we s e t  up  (cond i t ions  d e t e r m i n e d  by th e  n a t u r e  of 
th e  m i c r o s c o p e )  m u s t  be taken  into  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  
c o n d i t io n s  a r e  a r t i f i c i a l ,  l e a d in g  to  the  p o s s ib i l i ty ,  not to  s a y  
in e v i t a b i l i ty ,  th a t  the  b a c t e r i a  u n d e r  s tudy  m a y  d i s p la y  b e h a v io r  
m a r k e d l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  which  th ey  m ig h t  d i s p l a y  w e r e  they  
o b s e r v e d  u n d e r  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  th a t  i s ,  wi th  a d i f f e r e n t  
i n s t r u m e n t .  A s u p p o r t in g  ana logy  i s  tha t  s tu d e n t s  of p r i m a t e  b e ­
h a v io r  have  r e a c h e d  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c lu s io n s  upon  s tu d y ing  
a p e s  in t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  f r o m  t h o s e  r e a c h e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of  
s tu d y in g  a p e s  in a  zoo.
Not only  d o e s  the  n a t u r e  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t  p a r t i a l l y
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d e t e r m i n e  the  n a t u r e  of th e  f ind in gs ,  the  n a t u r e  of the  i n s t r u m e n t  
i t s e l f  i s  p a r t i a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  by the  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m i l i e u  in  w h ich  
it w a s  d e v e lo p ed :  W e r e  it not  fo r  the  w o r ld  view of W e s t e r n
c iv i l i z a t i o n  and the  p r o g r e s s i o n  of s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r i e s  p r o p a g a t e d  
by it,  m i c r o s c o p e s ,  if w e  had th e m  a t  a l l ,  would p ro b a b ly  be  v e r y  
d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  of  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  and o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of s h a p e s ,  
c o l o r s ,  t e x t u r e s  v iew ed  th r o u g h  th e m  would be d i f f e r e n t .
If t h e s e  c o n d i t io n s  p r e v a i l  in th e  i n v e s t ig a t io n  of n a t u r a l  
p h e n o m e n a ,  th e n  doubly  do th e y  p r e v a i l  in th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  of 
t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e p ts ;  fo r  a b s t r a c t i o n s  canno t  be  e x a m in e d  excep t  
u n d e r  a m e t a p h o r i c a l  m i c r o s c o p e .  If we s e e k  to d i s c o v e r  th e  
n a t u r e  of b e a u ty  o r  of th e  good, f o r  e x a m p le ,  we h a v e  only t h e o r i e s ,  
d e f in i t io n s ,  g u e s s e s ,  d o g m a s ,  e tc .  a s  the  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  f o r  o u r  
in v e s t ig a t io n ;  a n d  th e  p r e d i c a m e n t  i s  co m p ou n ded  b e c a u s e  we h a v e  
only t h e o r i e s ,  d e f in i t io n s ,  g u e s s e s ,  d o g m a s ,  e tc .  a s  i n s t r u m e n t s  
w i th  w h ich  to  in v e s t i g a t e .  F u r t h e r ,  o u r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e p ts  a r e  
c ou ch ed  in lang u a g e ,  and o u r  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  in v e s t ig a t in g  t h e m  a r e  
a l s o  co u ch e d  in l anguage .  We u s e  l an g ua ge  to  s tudy  la n g u a g e  and 
to  r e p o r t  o u r  f in d ing s .  A c a r e f u l  s tu d y  of th e  n a t u r e  o f  lan g u a g e  
i s  t h e r e f o r e  d e s i r a b l e ,  but  it m u s t  be  done w i th  t h e  a w a r e n e s s  
t h a t  the  s tudy  i t s e l f  i s  s u b j e c t  to  th e  p r i n c i p l e  of the  i n s t r u m e n t  
and  m u s t  i t s e l f  be s tu d ied ,  t h i s  f u r t h e r  s tudy  b e in g  su b je c t .  . . .
If in f in i te  r e g r e s s  is  im p l i e d  h e r e ,  t h e n  we m u s t  t a k e  the
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c o n s e q u e n c e s .  T h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  i s  R i c h a r d s '  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r  h a n d l i n g  t h e s e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  a nd  w e  a r e  
h o p e fu l ly  in a  p o s i t i o n  now to  e x a m i n e  a l i s t  of i t s  a t t r i b u t e s .
T h e  c o n c e p t  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  i s  b u i l t  u p o n  th e  
P r i n c i p l e  of I n s t r u m e n t a l  D e p e n d e n c e ,  a  n a m e  w h ich  R i c h a r d s  g i v e s  
to t h e  k ind  of  i n t e r a c t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e ,  and  upon  t h r e e  o t h e r  
p r i n c i p l e s  —r e f i n e m e n t ,  o p e n n e s s ,  a nd  the  e x p r e s s e d  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  
c o n d i t i o n a l .  " R e f i n e m e n t "  fo l lo w s  f r o m  " i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e " :
As i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e e d s ,  the  i n s t r u m e n t  c h a n g e s ,  a n d  if th e  
c h a n g e  i s  to  be  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  i t s e l f  
m u s t  be u n d e r  c o n s t a n t  s tu d y  a lo n g  w i th  th e  r e s u l t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
T h a t  i s  to sa y  t h a t  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  sh o u ld  c h a n g e  a s  t h e  n e e d  fo r  
c h a n g e  a r i s e s .  T h u s  a n y  c o n c e p t  w h ic h  i s  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  
i s  a  c o n c e p t  w h ic h  is  o p e n ,  th a t  i s ,  s u b j e c t  to  c h a n g e .  It r e q u i r e s  
and  g e n e r a t e s  a s t a t e  of  m i n d  w h ic h  m a k e s  u s  l e s s  p r o n e  to  i l l u s i o n s  
of c e r t a i n t y  c o n c e r n i n g  o u r  f i n d in g s ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  w h a t  i s  m e a n t  by  
" o p e n n e s s .  " O p e n n e s s  m a y  b e  r e t a i n e d  b e s t  by  u s e  of  the  c o n d i ­
t io n a l  in  a l l  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  d i s c o u r s e .  T h a t  i s ,  a l l  s t a t e m e n t s  m a d e  
in th e  p r o c e s s  of  s u c h  d i s c o u r s e  a r e  m o r e  e a s i l y  kep t  o p e n  if t h e y  
a r e  s t a t e d  in a n  " i f  , . . t h e n "  f o r m .  S in c e  it w o u ld  be  a w k w a r d  
a t  b e s t  to  u s e  t h i s  e x p r e s s e d  c o n d i t i o n a l ,  w e  m a y  s u b s t i t u t e  s t a t e ­
m e n t s  in the  i n d ic a t i v e  f o r m ,  p r e f a c e d  by a n  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  
s e n t e n c e s  a r e  t o  b e  r e a d  a s  th o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  c o n d i t i o n a l  —h e n c e
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" the  e x p r e s s e d  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  co n d i t io n a l ,  " a  p r i n c i p l e  w h ich  we 
s h a l l  s e e  R i c h a r d s  m a k in g  m o r e  th o ro u g h  u s e  of a s  h i s  w ork  
d e v e lo p s .
T h e s e  f o u r  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a 
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  and th e y  c a n  be known only by wha t  th ey  do. 
E a c h  i s  an  a c t iv i t y  po in ted  t o w a r d  a c h i e v e m e n t  of w ha t  it  d e s c r i b e s ,  
and  t o g e t h e r  th ey  a r e  p o in ted  to w a rd  a c h i e v e m e n t  of  a  w o rk in g  s p e c ­
u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h e o r y  of knowledge.
In a d v a n c in g  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  a s  a n  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  R i c h a r d s  is  not en g ag ing  in s o m e  s o r t  of  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  e x e r c i s e  o r  p u z z le  but  i s  p ro fo un d ly  c o n c e r n e d ,  a s  w il l  be 
a b u n d an t ly  d o c u m e n te d  be low ,  w i th  th e  b e t t e r m e n t  of e a c h  hum an  
b e in g  and o f  h u m a n i ty  c o l l e c t iv e ly ,  f o r  the  fo u r  iden t i fy ing  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  a r e  c o n c e p ts  which  
c o n t r i b u t e  to  a  t h e o r y  of c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  o r  b e t t e r ,  a  d e s i r e  f o r  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  w h ich  R i c h a r d s  hop es  w i l l  a c h ie v e  th e  h u m a n e  ends  
j u s t  m e n t io n e d ,  m a i n l y  t h r o u g h  the  p o ten t ia l  of the  s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  fo r  s e t t l i n g ,  o r  b e t t e r ,  fo r  av o id in g ,  d i s p u te s .  
We s h a l l  s e e  t h i s  c a p a c i ty  fo r  m e d ia t i o n  d e v e lo p  g r a d u a l ly  a s  th e  
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  g r o w s  in R i c h a r d s '  th ink ing .  T h is  
m e d i a t i n g  fu n c t io n  of  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  a  m a t t e r  of  m a k in g  
pv*ace, if p o s s ib l e ,  b e tw e e n  o p p o s in g  v iew s  by avo id ing  d i sp u ta t io n  
and a t t e m p t in g  to  a r r i v e  a t  a u th o r i t y  by a g r e e m e n t ,  s u c h  a p r o c e s s
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b a s e d  upon  t h e  way  in w h ic h  a u t h o r i t y  i s  in f a c t  a c h i e v e d  in 
l a n g u a g e  u s e .
T h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  a n d / o r  
c h o o s i n g  a m o n g  a v a i l a b l e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r i s e  f r o m  the  
c o n c e p t  i t s e l f  a s  o u t l i n e d  h e r e  and  m a y  b e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  s e r i e s  
of q u e s t i o n s  w h ic h  sh o u ld  be  a s k e d  of a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t :  (1)
W hat  i s  i t s  t a s k ?  (2) W hat  p l a c e  h a s  t h i s  t a s k  in the  h i e r a r c h y  of 
t a s k s ?  (3) I s  it  i r r e p l a c e a b l e ?  (4) How w e l l  d o e s  it do i t s  t a s k ?  
(5) W il l  a n o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t  do  t h e  j o b ?
T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  s e r v e  n o t  o n ly  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  bu t  a l s o  f o r  c l a s s i f y i n g  t h e m ,  s i n c e ,  if we  c l a s s i f y  
s p e c u l a t i v e  t a s k s  and  th e n  f i t  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  to  t h e m ,  we 
h a v e  a n  a u t o m a t i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .
R i c h a r d s ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e ,  d o e s  it by  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  h i e r a r c h y  of 
t a s k s  an d  s u g g e s t i n g  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i n s t r u m e n t s .
A s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  t h e n ,  i s  a  book,  e s s a y ,  t h e o r y ,  o r  
d e f in i t io n ,  w h i c h  is  u s e d  to i n v e s t i g a t e  s o m e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  I t s  
id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of  i n s t r u m e n t a l  
d e p e n d e n c e ,  r e f i n e m e n t  ( c o n s t a n t  r e v i s i o n ,  c h a n g e  f o r  th e  b e t t e r ) ,  
o p e n n e s s  ( a v o i d a n c e  of  f i n a l i t y ,  t h u s  k e e p in g  a l i v e  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n t e r e s t ) ,  and  th e  e x p r e s s e d  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  c o n d i t i o n a l  (if . . . th e n
. . . ; t h a t  i s ,  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  h o n e s t y ,  r e q u i r i n g  w i l l i n g n e s s  to
a d m i t  l i m i t a t i o n s  of  know ing) .  I t s  a i m s  a r e  to  h e lp  us  a s k  c l e a r e r
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q u e s t io n s  and  to  a r r i v e  a t  h o n e s t  but  t e n ta t iv e  a n s w e r s ,  a n s w e r s  
wh ich  a r e  th e  b e s t  we can  get  w i th in  o u r  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  w h a t e v e r  
t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  m ig h t  be ,  un t i l  the  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e  e x panded ,  in 
wh ich  c a s e  the  sp e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  wil l  chang e .  The  m o s t  
e f fe c t iv e  a s p e c t  of R i c h a r d s '  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  e p i s te m o lo g y  
is  tha t  it i s  a s t a t e m e n t  a nd  e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n  of i t s e l f :  It i s  a
sp e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t .  O t h e r  e x a m p le s  of s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
a r e  M enc ius  on the M ind , R i c h a r d s '  e s s a y  " T h e  I n t e r a c t i o n s  of 
W o rd s ,  " th e  s e c o n d  law of t h e r m o d y n a m i c s  ( a p o lo g ie s ,  C.  P. Snow), 
and th is  in v e s t ig a t io n .
C H A P T E R  I
THINKING MACHINES AND COM PA SSES
T h i s  c h a p t e r  r e v e a l s  R i c r a r d s ,  in h is  e a r l i e r  books ,  
d ev e lo p in g  th e  fo u r  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ich  a r e  to b e c o m e  iden t i fy ing  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  Al though he does  not 
u s e  the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  in t h e s e  books ,  he  i s  
deve lo p ing  a v o c a b u la r y  w ith  which  to  ex p la in  th e  c o n cep t ,  and 
he is a c tu a l ly  e m p lo y in g  th e  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  in i ts  
e m b r y o n ic  f o r m .  We s h a l l  s e e  h im  d i s c u s s i n g  and d ev e lo p in g  what  
he c a l l s  m a c h i n e s  to  a id  in th in k in g ,  and  we s h a l l  s e e  h im i n s i s t i n g  
upon th e  i m p o r t a n c e  of h a v in g  b e t t e r  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  in te l l e c tu a l  
nav ig a t io n .  T he  r e l e v a n c e  of t h e s e  and  r e l a t e d  f i g u r e s  to " s p e c u ­
la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  is  the  m a j o r  c o n c e r n  of t h i s  c h a p te r .
1. The  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s
Although T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s * (w r i t te n  in c o l l a b ­
o r a t i o n  with C. K. O g d e n  and  J a m e s  Wood, and  f i r s t  p u b l i sh ed  in 
1922) d o e s  not  u s e  the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  o r  p ro v id e  an
*1. A. R i c h a r d s ,  C. K. O g d en ,  and J a m e s  Wood, The 
F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  (2nd e d . ; New Y o rk :  L e a r  P u b l i s h e r s ,
I n c . , 1925).
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e x p l i c a t io n  of th e  c o n ce p t ,  t h e  book d o e s  d i s p l a y  and  dev e lo p  the  
f o u r  id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s " ;  it 
e m p lo y s  m u l t i p l e  de f in i t ion ,  a  m e th o d  w h ich  i s  to p lay  a  l a r g e  p a r t  
in  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  concep t ;  and  it  
show s a m a r k e d  t e n d e n c y  to w a r d  m e d i a t i o n  a m o n g  d i s p a r a t e  v iew s ,  
a t  l e a s t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y .
The  a u t h o r s  find th a t  in the  s tudy  of Aesthet ics  " t r a d i t i o n a l  
m e t h o d s  of a p p r o a c h  eq u a l ly  w i th  v ag u e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s p e c u la t io n s  
hav e  b e e n  found in a d e q u a te ,  and th e  need  fo r  a  new o r i e n t a t i o n  is 
e v id e n t"  (p. 6). T h e  w o rd  " t o w a r d ,  " on ly  im p l i c i t  h e r e ,  w i l l  be 
s e e n  l a t e r  to  p lay  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  r o l e  in o u r  in v e s t ig a t io n .  T he  
a u t h o r s  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  goal  and  o r i e n t a t i o n  th u s :  " in  th e  fo l lowing
p a g e s  an  a t t e m p t  i s  m a d e  to p r e s e n t  in a  c o n d e n s e d  f o r m  the 
g r e a t e r  p a r t  of a c c r e d i t e d  op in ion  o n  th e  su b je c t ,  and  to  r e l a t e  the  
v ie w s  th u s  p r e s e n t e d  to the  m a i n  p o s i t io n s  f r o m  w h ich  the t h e o r y  
of a r t - c r i t i c i s m  m a y  p r o c e e d "  (p. 6). As  t h e  quo te  sh ow s ,  t h e s e  
m a i n  p o s i t io n s  a r e  not  to  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  f i n a l i t i e s ,  but  i n s t e a d  a s  
b e g in n in g s  f o r  p r o f i t a b le  r e f l e c t i o n  abou t  a e s t h e t i c s —the  fo u n d a ­
t io n s  of a e s t h e t i c s ,  a s  it w e r e .  T h i s  is a n  e x p l i c i t  s t a t e m e n t  of 
w ha t  we have  c a l l e d  o p e n n e s s ,  and it shou ld  be kep t  in m in d  a s  we 
r e a d  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s , e s p e c i a l l y  w h en  th e  a u t h o r s  
s e e m  to  d e p a r t  f r o m  it. T h e y  a r e  i n s i s t i n g  h e r e  t h a t  they  w i s h  to 
r e f i n e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  and  th en  p r e s e n t  a  t h e o r y  w h ich  is  i t s e l f
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in  n e ed  of f u r t h e r  r e f i n e m e n t .
The  a im  of  th e  book,  we a r e  to ld ,  i s  "not to b r in g  t h e o r i e s  
in to  op p o s i t io n  w ith  one a n o th e r ,  bu t  by d i s t in g u i s h in g  th em  to  
a l low to  e a c h  i ts  s e p a r a t e  s p h e r e  of v a l id i ty .  If v e r b a l  c o n f l i c t s  
a r e  a v o id ed ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be s e e n  to  be m a n y  p o s s ib l e  t h e o r i e s  of 
B eau ty ,  not one  on ly ,  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of w h ich  m a y  he lp  in the  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  of a r t "  {pp. 6 -7 ) .  T h i s  quo te  e x h ib i t s  the  a im  of what  
we have  c a l l e d  m e d ia t i o n ,  and we w i l l  l a t e r  f ind R i c h a r d s  show ing  
how a s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  can  s e r v e  su c h  a n  end by r e g a r d i n g  
v a r i o u s  po in ts  of v iew on  a p a r t i c u l a r  s u b je c t  not  a s  p a r t i e s  to  a 
co n f l ic t  but r a t h e r  a s  p o te n t i a l  c o m p l e m e n t a r i e s .  "T h e  a t t i tu d e  of 
t o l e r a n c e  which  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  i m p l i e s "  (p. 7) is  to be ex ten d ed  
to  a l l  th e  d i f f e r e n t  v iew s  e x a m in e d ,  even  when  one  of  the  v ie w s  is 
t e n t a t i v e ly  ado p te d  a s  a  r e s u l t  of i t s  h a v in g  r e l a t i v e l y  m o r e  a d v a n ­
t a g e s  and  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w e r  d i s a d v a n ta g e s  th an  the o t h e r  v iew s  u n d e r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
The  m e th o d  of th e  book,  m u l t i p l e  de f in i t ion ,  i s  an  e x a m p le  
of a w ay  in which  a s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  can  w o rk :  T he  t e r m  to
be de f ined  is  " b e a u ty ,  " and s ix t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  de f in i t io n s  of the  
t e r m  a r e  l i s t e d ,  t h e s e  s ix t e e n  b e in g  l e x ic a l  d e f in i t io n s ,  i, e. , 
d e f in i t io n s  of th e  t e r m  which  have  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  u s e d .  A f te r  l i s t i n g  
t h e s e  d e f in i t io n s ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  e x a m in e  e a c h  one  a s  r e g a r d s  i t s  
r e l a t i v e  m e r i t s  and  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  t h e o r y  of a r t
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c r i t i c i s m  and t h e n  r e c o m m e n d  t e n t a t i v e  ad op t io n  of the  one a m o n g  
t h e m  which  h a s  the  m o s t  m e r i t s  and the  fe w e s t  d i s a d v a n ta g e s  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y .  T h a t  the  a u t h o r s  do not  e n t i r e l y  d i s c r e d i t  the  
o t h e r  d e f in i t io n s  is  s ig n i f ic a n t  in th a t  the  t e n t a t i v e n e s s  of  t h e i r  
adop t ion  i s  p r e d i c a t e d  upon a w i l l i n g n e s s  to  c h an g e  w hen  and if a 
b e t t e r  d e f in i t io n  can  be f r a m e d  and  when  and  if b e t t e r  c r i t e r i a  
f o r  de f in ing  c a n  be f o r m u la te d ;  th i s  is  the  c o n ce p t  of r e f i n e m e n t  not 
only of t h e o r i e s  a l r e a d y  found to be in ad e q u a te  but a l s o  of the  
t h e o r y  be in g  used .
T he  fo l low ing  d e f in i t io n s  of " b e a u ty "  a r e  l i s t e d  and 
e v a lu a te d :
The S e n s e s  of Beauty
I Anything  is  b e a u t i f u l —w hich  p o s s e s s e s  the  
A s i m p l e  q u a l i ty  of Beauty .
II Anything  is b e a u t i f u l —w h ich  h as  a  sp e c i f i e d  
F o r m .
III Anything  is  b e a u t i f u l —w hic h  is  an  im i ta t io n  
of N a tu re .
IV Anything  is b e a u t i f u l —w hich  r e s u l t s  f ro m  
s u c c e s s f u l  e x p lo i ta t io n  of a M ed iu m .
V Anything  is b e a u t i f u l —w hich  is  the  w o rk  of 
G en ius .
B-{ VI A nyth ing  is  b e a u t i f u l —w hich  r e v e a l s  (1) T r u th ,
(2) th e  S p i r i t  o f  N a t u r e ,  (3) th e  Idea l ,  (4) the  
U n i v e r s a l ,  (5) th e  T y p ic a l .
VII A nyth ing  is  b e a u t i f u l —w hic h  p r o d u c e s  I l lu s io n .
VIII A nyth ing  is  b e a u t i f u l —w hic h  l e a d s  to d e s i r a b l e  
S oc ia l  e f f e c t s .
IX Anything  i s  b e a u t i f u l —which  i s  an  E x p r e s s i o n .
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X Anything i s  b e a u t i f u l —w hich  c a u s e s  P l e a s u r e .
XI A nyth ing  is  b e a u t i f u l —w hich  e x c i t e s  E m o t io n s .
XII A nyth ing  is  b e a u t i f u l —which  p r o m o t e s
Spec if ic  em ot ion .
XIII A nyth ing  is  b e a u t i f u l —which  invo lves  the  
p r o c e s s e s  of E m p a th y .
XIV Anything  is b e a u t i f u l —which  h e ig h ten s  
V i ta l i ty .
XV Anything  is b e a u t i f u l —w hich  b r i n g s  us into 
touch  with  e x c e p t io n a l  P e r s o n a l i t i e s .
XVI Anything  is  b e a u t i f u l —w hich  co nd u ce s  to
S y n a e s t h e s i s  (pp. 20-21) .
T he  a u t h o r s  e v a lu a te  e a c h  of t h e s e  d e f in i t io n s  a c c o r d i n g  to 
c r i t e r i a  w h ich  th ey  do not  a lw a y s  m a k e  e x p l i c i t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
t h e i r  tone  is  th a t  of e x u b e r a n t  p r e c o c i t y ,  and  th e y  m a k e  e x t r e m e  
d e m a n d s  upon th e  r e a d e r  by e x p e c t in g  him to  be  a c q u a in te d  w ith  the  
b e t t e r  known a e s t h e t i c  t h e o r i e s  and  th e  s t a n d a r d  a r g u m e n t s  a g a in s t  
th e m .  T h e  m o s t  d i f f icu l t  p a r t  fo r  the  r e a d e r  is  t h e i r  t e r s e  and 
f r e q u e n t ly  s a r c a s t i c  c o m m e n t s  about  th e  de f in i t io n s  o t h e r  th an  the  
one they  s e l e c t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  of one  of t h e m  i s  
t e n t a t i v e ,  a s  e x p la in e d  above ,  in a  way  th a t  sh o w s  th e  faint  beg inn ing  
of a  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  e p i s t e m o lo g y  ev en  though R ic h a r d s  i s  
only one  of  t h r e e  a u t h o r s  of a b r e a th ta k in g ly  l aco n ic  book about 
a  f r i g h te n in g ly  b r o a d  and d i f f icu l t  su b j e c t .  In fac t ,  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  
of A e s t h e t i c s  is  so  c o m p r e s s e d  in s ty l e  th a t  it d e f i e s  p a r a p h r a s e .
T h e  only way  to  w r i t e  a bou t  a l l  of it c l e a r l y  would  be to  w r i t e  a 
m u c h  lo n g e r  book. T he  a im  h e r e  w i l l  be f i r s t  to e x a m in e  the  
r e a s o n s  which  th e  a u th o r s  g ive  fo r  t e n ta t iv e  r e j e c t i o n  of  f i f teen
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of  th e  d e f in i t io n s  and  t e n t a t i v e  a c c e p t a n c e  of one of t h e m  and t h e n  to  
s e e  w h e t h e r  the  s t a t e d  r e a s o n s  s q u a r e  with  the  f ive e v a lu a t iv e  
q u e s t i o n s  to  be a s k e d  of a  sp e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .
D e f in i t io n s  I and II, c o n s t i t u t in g  g r o u p  A, have  in c o m m o n  
th a t  they  d e f ine  b e au ty  a s  a n  i n t r i n s i c  q u a l i ty  w h ich  any th ing  m ig h t  
p o s s e s s .  We m a y  o r  m a y  not  c o n te m p l a t e  w h a t e v e r  p o s s e s s e s  the  
q u a l i ty ,  and  we m a y  o r  m a y  not p e r c e i v e  the  q ua l i ty ;  but , a c c o r d i n g  
to  t h e s e  d e f in i t io n s ,  th e  q u a l i ty  i s  t h e r e  o r  not independen t ly  of o u r  
c o n te m p la t in g  o r  p e r c e i v i n g .
D e f in i t io n s  III t h ro u g h  IX, c o n s t i tu t in g  g r o u p  B, have  in 
c o m m o n  th a t  th e y  de f ine  b e a u ty  a s  a q u a l i ty  in h e r e n t  in a sp e c i f ic  
k ind  of a c t iv i ty :  A p e r s o n  i m i t a t e s ,  e x p lo i t s ,  w o r k s ,  r e v e a l s ,
p r o d u c e s ,  l e a d s  to ,  o r  e x p r e s s e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  the  r e s p e c t i v e  
d e f in i t io n s  in  t h i s  g roup ,  a n d  in e ac h  c a s e  the  b e a u ty  is  a t t r i b u t e d  
to  the  p r o d u c t s  o f  th e  kind of a c t iv i ty  d e s c r i b e d  by the  def in i t ion .
D e f in i t io n s  X t h r o u g h  XVI, c o n s t i tu t in g  g ro u p  C ,  a r e  p s y c h o ­
lo g ic a l  d e f in i t io n s  in  th a t  e a c h  of th e m  p la c e s  va lue  in a  p a r t i c u l a r  
r e s p o n s e  to  a s t i m u l u s ,  a nd  any  s t i m u l u s  w h ich  cou ld  p r o d u c e  th e  
d e s i r e d  r e s p o n s e  would in e a c h  c a s e  be  c o n s i d e r e d  b e au t i fu l .
All  of  th e  d e f in i t io n s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  v a lu a b le  by the  a u t h o r s ,
2S u p ra ,  p. 10.
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and e a c h  d e f in i t io n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  to  h a v e  i t s  " s p h e r e  of va l id i ty .  " 
T he  s t a t e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of f i f te en  of the  d e f in i t io n s  a r e :
I. (Anything  is  b e a u t i f u l —w h ich  p o s s e s s e s  the  s i m p l e  q u a l i ty  
of Beauty) .  If we a c c e p t  t h i s  de f in i t ion ,  t h e n  "B e au ty  b e c o m e s  an 
u l t im a te  u n a n a ly s a b le  idea ,  and no c r i t i c i s m  o r  d i s c u s s i o n  is 
p o s s i b l e "  (p. 24).
II. (Anything  is  b e a u t i f u l —which  h as  a  s p e c i f i e d  F o r m ) .
T h e  p r o b le m  h e r e  i s  th a t  a l though  we c an  d i s c u s s  the  s p e c i f i e d  f o r m  
and  i ts  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s ,  by so do ing  we a r e  a c tu a l ly  t a lk in g  about  
o u r  r e s p o n s e s  to th e  sp e c i f i ed  f o r m ,  and  " i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  doubtful  
w h e th e r  t h e r e  i s  any s e n s e  in sp e a k in g  of a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  ( the 
va lue  of) th in g s  o t h e r  th an  m e n t a l  s t a t e s  o r  e x p e r i e n c e s "  (p. 24). 
P r e f e r e n c e  f o r  one f o r m  o v e r  a n o th e r  is a p s y c h o lo g ic a l  v iew and 
t e l l s  us  m o r e  abou t  the  p e r s o n  hav in g  the  p r e f e r e n c e  than  it d o e s  
abou t  the  s ig n i f ic a n t  fo r m .
III, (Anything is  b e a u t i f u l —w h ich  is  a n  im i t a t i o n  of N a tu re ) .  
H e r e ,  the  a r t i s t  is  s e r i o u s l y  c h a l le n g e d  by th e  c a m e r a .
IV. (Anything is b e a u t i f u l —w h ich  r e s u l t s  f r o m  s u c c e s s f u l  
e x p lo i t a t io n  of a M edium ).  A m e d i u m  m a y  be s u c c e s s f u l l y  e x ­
p lo i ted  in w o r k s  of no m e r i t .  (The  a u t h o r s  do not s a y  h e r e  what  
c o n s t i t u t e s  m e r i t ) .  A f u r t h e r  d i f f icu l ty  i s  th a t  e v e r y  m e d i u m  h as  a n  
e ffec t  on  o u r  i m p u l s e s ,  w h ich  a r e  sh a p e d  by th e  in f luence  of p a s t  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  is  involved  in a l l  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,
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not jus t  e x p e r i e n c e s  of b e a u ty .
V. (Anything i s  b e a u t i f u l —w h ic h  i s  th e  w o r k  of Genius) .
T he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  h e r e  a r e  t h a t  g e n iu s e s  p r o d u c e  o t h e r  th in g s  th an  
w o r k s  of a r t  and tha t  m e n  with  l e s s  i m p r e s s i v e  t a l e n t  th a n  what  
would  be c a l l e d  g e n iu s  p r o d u c e  w o r k s  of a r t .  (No c r i t e r i a  a r e  
g iven  h e r e  fo r  d i s t in g u i s h in g  a r t  f r o m  n o t - a r t ) .
V I .  (Anything is b e a u t i f u l —w h ic h  r e v e a l s  (1) T r u th ,  (2) the  
S p i r i t  of  N a t u r e ,  (3) the  Id e a l ,  (4) th e  U n i v e r s a l ,  (5) the  T yp ic a l ) .  
E a c h  of t h e s e  f ive e n t i t i e s  is  a s  d i f f icu l t  to  def ine  a s  i s  beau ty .
VII. (Anything is b e a u t i f u l—w h ich  p r o d u c e s  I l lu s ion ) .  T h is  
a m o u n t s  to de f in in g  a r t  a s  a  m e a n s  of e s c a p e ,  and it is  too  n a r r o w  
a  d e f in i t io n  b e c a u s e  th ing s  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  beau t i fu l  ( fo r  e x a m p le ,  
a lcoho l)  c a n  p ro d u ce  i l lu s ion .
VIII. (Anything is  b e a u t i f u l —w hich  l e a d s  t o  d e s i r a b l e  Soc ia l  
e f fe c t s ) .  T h is  de f in i t io n  has  a s  i t s  p r i m a r y  func t ion  " the  p r o m o ­
t io n  of c o m f o r t a b l e  fee l ing  in the  h e a r t s  of m e n  of good w i l l"
(p. 42), and a s  su c h  h a s  s o m e  v a lu e .
IX. (Anything  is b e a u t i f u l —w h ich  i s  a n  E x p r e s s i o n ) .  T he  
m a i n  p r o b le m  h e r e  i s  th a t  " too m a n y  th ing s  b e c o m e  A r t "  (p. 44); 
f o r  e x a m p le ,  to  th e  e x ten t  th a t  a  w o rd ,  a c o m m a ,  a  p a u s e ,  o r  a 
g e s t u r e  is  a n  e x p r e s s i o n ,  to  th a t  s a m e  ex ten t  it i s  a  w o r k  o f  a r t .
X. (Anything is b e a u t i f u l —which  c a u s e s  P l e a s u r e ) .  T h i s  
d e f in i t io n  h as  " too  r e s t r i c t e d  a v o c a b u l a r y "  (p. 53); o t h e r  th ing s
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b e s i d e s  w o r k s  of  a r t  p r o d u c e  p l e a s u r e .
XI. {Anything i s  b e a u t i f u l —w h ich  e x c i t e s  E m o t io n s ) .
", . . it is  not e a s y  to a s c r i b e  the  h ig h es t  v a lu e  to e m o t io n s  in 
g e n e r a l ,  m e r e l y  a s  e m o t io n s .  T h e y  m a y  o f ten  be e x p e r i e n c e d  
w ithou t  p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and have t h e i r  p lac e  w ithout  
n e c e s s a r i l y  b e in g  th e  c o n c e r n  of a r t "  (p. 56).
XII. (Anything  is  b e a u t i f u l —w h ich  p r o m o t e s  a  Spec if ic  e m o ­
t ion) .  By " s p e c i f i c  e m o t i o n "  i s  m e a n t  a e s t h e t i c  em o t io n ,  and  th e  
d i f f icu l ty  i s  th a t  no e m o t io n  p e c u l i a r l y  a e s t h e t i c  th a t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  
in  kind f r o m  o t h e r  e m o t io n s  h a s  y e t  been  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  i so la te d .
XIII.  (Anything is  b e a u t i f u l—w h ic h  in vo lv es  th e  p r o c e s s e s  
of E m p a th y ) .  A c c o r d in g  to  t h i s  de f in i t ion ,  "we a r e  su p p o s e d  to 
a s c r i b e  m o v e m e n t  to l in e s  and s h a p e s  w h ich  in t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  
e s s e n t i a l l y  s t a t i o n a r y ,  ju s t  a s  we a s c r i b e  body to  p i c t o r i a l  s u r f a c e s "  
(p. 65). We c o m p r e h e n d  a t r e e ,  a  bu i ld ing ,  a  p o e m ,  o r  a  p i e c e  of 
m u s i c  by  im a g in a t iv e ly  p r o j e c t i n g  o u r s e l v e s  p h y s i c a l ly  w i th in  it,
i. e.  , e m p a th i z in g  w i t h  it .  T he  d i f f icu l ty  i s  tha t  t h i s  de f in i t ion  
i s  not n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l e v a n t  to  a e s t h e t i c s ,  b e c a u s e  it is  e s s e n t i a l l y  
d e f in i t io n  X P l e a s u r e  in d i s g u i s e  and  s u f f e r s  f r o m  th e  s a m e  
l im i t a t i o n s .
XIV. (Anything is  b e a u t i f u l —w h ic h  h e ig h te n s  V i ta l i ty ) .
R id in g  a b ic y c le  could  h e ig h t e n  o u r  v i ta l i ty  w ithou t  b e in g  n e c e s s a r i l y  
a e s t h e t i c .
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X V .  (Anything is  b e a u t i f u l —which  b r i n g s  u s  into to u c h  with  
e x c e p t io n a l  P e r s o n a l i t i e s ) .  T h i s  is  a  v a r i e t y  o f  XIII E m p a th y  and 
h as  the  s a m e  l im i t a t io n s .
XVI. (Anything is b e a u t i f u l —w hich  c o n d u c e s  to S y n a e s th e s i s ) .  
T h e  a u t h o r s  beg in  a n  e x p l i c a t io n  of  t h i s  d e f in i t io n  by c a l l i n g  the  
r e a d e r ' s  a t t e n t io n  to  a p a s s a g e  f r o m  C h i n e s e  p h i lo so p h y ,  a t t r ib u te d  
to C o n fu c iu s ,  w h ich  i s  p r i n t e d  a s  e p ig r a p h  to  T he  F o u n d a t io n s  o f  
A e s t h e t i c s :
My m a s t e r  th e  c e l e b r a t e d  C h a n g  s a y s :  "Having  
no le a n in g s  is  c a l l e d  Chung,  a d m i t t i n g  of no chan g e  
is  c a l l e d  Yung.  By Chung i s  den o te d  E q u i l i b r iu m ;  Yung 
is  th e  f ixed p r in c ip le  r e g u l a t i n g  e v e r y th in g  u n d e r  
heaven .  "
What h e av e n  h a s  o r d a in e d  is  m a n ' s  N a tu re ;  an  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  t h i s  is  the  Pa th ;  th e  r e g u l a t i o n  of it 
is  I n s t r u c t io n .
T h e r e  i s  no th ing  m o r e  v i s ib le  t h a n  wha t  i s  
s e c r e t —noth ing  m o r e  m a n i f e s t  th an  what  is  m in u te .  The 
s u p e r i o r  m a n  is  c a r e f u l :  he i s  but one .
W hen a n g e r ,  s o r r o w ,  joy, p l e a s u r e  a r e  in be ing  
but  a r e  not  m a n i f e s t e d ,  the  m in d  m a y  be s a i d  to be  in 
a  s t a t e  of E q u i l i b r iu m ;  w hen  the  f e e l in g s  a r e  s t i r r e d  
and  c o - o p e r a t e  in due  d e g r e e  the  m in d  m a y  be s a id  to  
be  in  a s t a t e  of  H a r m o n y .  E q u i l i b r iu m  is  th e  g r e a t  
p r in c ip le .
If bo th  E q u i l i b r iu m  and  H a r m o n y  e x i s t  e v e r y th in g  
w i l l  occu p y  i ts  p r o p e r  p la c e  and a l l  t h in g s  w i l l  be  
n o u r i s h e d  and f l o u r i s h .  ^
T he  a u t h o r s  th e n  g iv e  a  b r i e f  a cc o u n t  of  e q u i l i b r iu m  and
" T h e  D o c t r i n e  of  E q u i l i b r iu m  and H a r m o n y , "  f r o m  the  
C hung Y u n g , qu o ted  in  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s , pp. 13 -14 .
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h a r m o n y  (k ey  t e r m s  in  th e  p a s s a g e  f r o m  C h i n e s e ) :  Both  e q u i l i b r i u m
a n d  h a r m o n y ,  a s  c o n d u c iv e  t o  s y n a e s t h e s i s ,  h a v e  t o  do w i th  th e
i m p u l s e s  w h i c h  c o n t r o l  the  b e h a v i o r  and  f e e l i n g  o f  a h u m a n  b e in g
a t  a  g iv e n  m o m e n t .  S y n a e s t h e s i s  i s  a n  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e n s e  d e g r e e  
*
of  e x p e r i e n c e ,  m a d e  i n t e n s e  by a c e r t a i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  i m p u l s e s .
In e q u i l i b r i u m ,  th e  v a r i o u s  i m p u l s e s  a r e  s y s t e m a t i z e d  in s u c h  a 
w ay  th a t  e a c h  of  t h e m  h a s  f r e e  p lay  a nd  none  of t h e m  i s  f r u s t r a t e d ;  
in  s u c h  a  s t a t e  t h e r e  i s  no t e n d e n c y  to a c t io n ,  a nd  a n y  w o r k  o f  
a r t  w h ic h  c a n  in d uce  s o  i n t e n s e  a  s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n  o f  i m p u l s e s  m a y  
be r e g a r d e d  a s  b e a u t i f u l .  H a r m o n y ,  on  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  a  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  of i m p u l s e s  s u c h  th a t  th e y  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ;  in  s u c h  a 
s t a t e  t h e r e  i s  a t e n d e n c y  to a c t i o n ,  a n d  a n y  w o r k  of a r t  w h ic h  c an  
in d u c e  t h i s  d e g r e e  of c o o r d i n a t i o n  of  i m p u l s e s  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  
s t i m u l a t i v e .  S y n a e s t h e s i s  c o v e r s  bo th  e q u i l i b r i u m  an d  h a r m o n y .
S y n a e s t h e s i s  i s  s e l e c t e d  a s  p r e f e r a b l e  to  th e  o t h e r  f i f t e e n  
d e f in i t i o n s  b e c a u s e  it i s  t h o u g h t  to  be  in  k e e p in g  w i th  a c t u a l  
u s a g e  by " c a r e f u l  and  s e n s i t i v e  p e r s o n s  not  a f f e c t e d  by s p e c i a l  
t h e o r i e s "  (p. 72) and a l s o  b e c a u s e  s y n a e s t h e s i s  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  to
th e  h u m a n  o r g a n i s m :  "A s  we r e a l i s e  b e a u ty  w e  b e c o m e  m o r e  fu l ly
o u r s e l v e s  th e  m o r e  o u r  i m p u l s e s  a r e  e n g a g e d "  (p. 78).  F u r t h e r ­
m o r e ,  " o u r  in d iv id u a l i t y  b e c o m e s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  o r  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  the  
i n d iv i d u a l i t i e s  of  t h in g s  a r o u n d  u s .  . . .  As w e  b e c o m e  m o r e  o u r ­
s e l v e s  th ey  b e c o m e  m o r e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b e c a u s e  we a r e  l e s s  d e p e n d e n t
21
upon  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p u l s e s  which  th ey  e a c h  a r o u s e  in u s M (p. 79). 
And f ina l ly ,
, . . the  r e a s o n  why e q u i l i b r i u m  i s  a  ju s t i f i c a t io n
fo r  the  p r e f e r e n c e  of o n e  e x p e r i e n c e  b e f o r e  a n o th e r ,  
is  the  fac t  t h a t  it b r i n g s  into p lay  a l l  o u r  f a c u l t i e s .
In v i r t u e  of what  w e  hav e  c a l l e d  th e  s y n a e s t h e t i c  
c h a r a c t e r  of the  e x p e r i e n c e ,  we a r e  e n ab led  . . .  to  
a p p r e c i a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in a  way w h ich  would not be 
p o s s ib l e  u n d e r  n o r m a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  T h r o u g h  no 
o th e r  e x p e r i e n c e  can  th e  ful l  r i c h n e s s  and  c o m p le x i ty  
of  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  be r e a l i s e d .  T he  u l t i m a t e  va lue  
of  e q u i l i b r iu m  i s  t h a t  it  i s  b e t t e r  to  be fu l ly  t h a n  
p a r t i a l l y  a l i v e  (p. 91). ^
T he  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  g iven  f o r  t e n t a t i v e  r e j e c t i o n  of the
f i f te en  d e f in i t io n s  so  r e j e c t e d  m a y  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  u n d e r  f ive  g e n e r a l
h e a d in g s  a s  fo l low s:
1. Stops i n v e s t ig a t io n  (I).
2. S tud ies  r e s p o n s e  to  the  e x c lu s io n  of s t i m u l u s  (II).
3. C a m e r a  d oes  b e t t e r  (III).
4. Not  p e c u l i a r  to  a e s t h e t i c s  (IV, V, VIII,  X,  XI, XII,
XIII,  XIV, XV).
a. Too b r o a d  (IX).
b. Too n a r r o w  (VII).
5. Synonym s o f f e re d  a s  d e f in ien s  a r e  a s  d i f f icu l t  to  de f ine
4Cf. d i s c u s s i o n  of S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s , be low.  H e r e ,  it 
i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  no te  th a t  th e  c o m m i t m e n t  to  s y n a e s t h e s i s  and 
R i c h a r d s '  m o r e  s y s t e m a t i c  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the  c on cep t  in 
P r i n c i p l e s  of  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and  S c ien c e  and  P o e t r y  a r e
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a s  is  the  d e f in ien d u m  (VI).
T h e s e  h e a d in g s  m a y  be  c o m p a r e d  w i th  th e  five e v a lu a t iv e  
q u e s t i o n s  to  be a s k e d  of a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t :  F i r s t ,  What  i s
i t s  t a s k ?  is  a s k e d  of a l l  s i x t e e n  d e f in i t io n s ,  and the  a n s w e r  in 
e a c h  c a s e  is  "T o  d e f ine  ’b e a u t y 1"; s e c o n d ,  What p l a c e  has  t h i s  
t a s k  in th e  h i e r a r c h y  of t a s k s  ? is  not  e x p l ic i t ly  a s k e d  of th e  e n ­
d e a v o r  to  de f ine  "b eau ty ,  " but su c h  a t a s k  i s  im p l i c i t ly  r e g a r d e d  
a s  r e l a t i v e l y  im p o r t a n t ;  t h i r d ,  Is  it i r r e p l a c e a b l e ?  is  a s k e d  of a l l  
s i x t e e n  d e f in i t io n s ,  and  the  a n s w e r  is  th a t  none is  to ta l ly  i r r e p l a c e ­
a b le  bu t  th a t  the  f i r s t  f i f te e n  a r e  t e n t a t i v e ly  r e p l a c e a b l e  by XVI 
S y n a e s t h e s i s ;  f o u r th ,  How w e l l  d o e s  it do i t s  t a s k ?  is  a s k e d  of a l l  
s i x t e e n  d e f in i t io n s ,  and the  a n s w e r s  fa l l  into th e  f ive g e n e r a l  head in g s  
l i s t e d  a b o v e ,  e x c e p t  fo r  s y n a e s t h e s i s ,  w h ich  is  c o n s i d e r e d  to  do 
i t s  t a s k  b e t t e r  th an  th e  o t h e r  de f in i t io n s ;  and  f if th ,  W il l  a n o t h e r  
i n s t r u m e n t  do th e  j o b ?  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i th  g e n e r a l  h e ad in g  3 . ,  
above.
T h u s ,  a l th ou g h  th e  c r i t e r i a  e x p l ic i t ly  u se d  in T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  
of A e s t h e t i c s  f o r  c h o o s in g  one  d e f in i t io n  of " b e a u ty "  ( s y n a e s t h e s i s )  
a s  p r e f e r a b l e  to  o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  d e f in i t io n s  of " b e a u ty "  a r e  not  
p r e c i s e l y  the  s a m e  a s  th e  f ive e v a lu a t iv e  q u e s t i o n s  to  be  a s k e d  of
s t r i k in g l y  s i m i l a r  to  Jo h n  D e w e y ' s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of a r t  a s  
" h e ig h te n e d  e x p e r i e n c e "  in h is  book A r t  a s  E x p e r i e n c e .
23
a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  a  h igh  d e g r e e  of  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c a n  be 
s e e n  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  e v a l u a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  th e  e x p l i c i t  c r i t e r i a ,  
o n c e  th e  l a t t e r  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d .
T he  c o m m i t m e n t  to s y n a e s t h e s i s  i s  t e n t a t i v e ,  a s  b e f i t s  the  
i n h e r e n t  o p e n n e s s  of any  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  A l though  t h e  
a u t h o r s  s a y  o f  th e  t h e o r y  o f  s y n a e s t h e s i s  th a t  " a s  an  e x p la n a t io n  
of th e  a e s t h e t i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  by m a n y  of  t h e  g r e a t e s t  and  
m o s t  s e n s i t i v e  a r t i s t s  and c r i t i c s  of  t h e  p a s t ,  it m a y  p e r h a p s  be  
r e g a r d e d  a s  the  t h e o r y  of B e a u ty  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e " (p. 7), t h e y  s t i l l  
i n s i s t  t h a t  "no one  e x p la n a t i o n  s e e m s  s u f f i c i e n t "  (p. 17), and  t h e y
u r g e  a n  " a t t i t u d e  of t o l e r a n c e "  (p. 7), t h e r e b y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e i r  s e l e c t e d  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  s t i l l  s u b j e c t  to  r e f i n e m e n t .
As h a s  b e e n  show n ,  r e f i n e m e n t  a n d  o p e n n e s s ,  tw o  id e n t i fy in g  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  c a n  be  found  in th e  
s t a t e d  a i m  of  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s . T h e  v e r y  m e t h o d  of 
m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t i o n  p r o c e e d s  by c o m p a r i s o n  and  a n a lo g y ,  a nd  th e  
r e a d e r  i s  e x p e c te d  to  p r o f i t  f r o m  r e a d i n g  and  c o n s i d e r i n g  a l l  the  
v a r i o u s  d e f in i t i o n s ,  e v e n  t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  found w a n t in g .  T h e  m a i n  
s h o r t c o m i n g  of e a c h  o f  t h e s e  l a t t e r  i s  t h a t  it  t e n d s  to  d i s c o u n t  
o t h e r s  e n t i r e l y :  " P r o f .  B o s a n q u e t  and  D r .  S a n ta y a n a ,  S ig n o r  C r o c e
and  C l iv e  B e l l ,  no t  to  m e n t i o n  R u s k i n  a n d  T o l s t o i ,  e a c h  in h i s  own 
way  d o g m a t i c ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and  v o l u m i n o u s ,  e a c h  l e a v e s  h i s  c o n c l u ­
s i o n s  e q u a l ly  u n c o r r e l a t e d  w i th  t h o s e  of  h ie  p r e d e c e s s o r s "  (p. 15).
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T he d e s i r e  in T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  f o r  e a c h  of the  
d e f in i t io n s  to  c o r r e l a t e  w ith  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  i s  an  e x a m p le  of 
m e d i a t i o n  and m ig h t  be  c a l le d  the  " p e a c e - m a k i n g "  c o n s e q u e n c e  of a 
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .
In  T he  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s , we have  s e e n  the  p r i n ­
c ip l e s  o f  r e f i n e m e n t  and o p e n n e s s  a t  w o rk ;  and a l though  we have  not 
c o m m e n t e d  on th e  p r i n c i p l e s  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  and the  
c o n d i t io n a l ,  they  have  b e e n  a t  w o r k ,  too. T he  t e n ta t iv e  n e s s  which  
in v i te s  o p e n n e s s  and  r e f i n e m e n t  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  th e  c o nd i t iona l ,  
a s  d o e s  th e  v e r y  p r o s e  w h ich  e s t a b l i s h e s  th e  t e n t a t i v e n e s s :  F o r
e x a m p le ,  a s  we h av e  jus t  s e e n ,  the  a u t h o r s  a r e  s u g g e s t i n g  how 
s y n a e s t h e s i s  " m a y  p e r h a p s  be r e g a r d e d .  " C o n d i t io n a l ,  indeed .
Such e x t r e m e  c au t io n ,  by c u rb in g  a p o te n t ia l ly  o v e r a s s e r t i v e  to n e ,  
in v i te s  the  r e a d e r  to c o n s i d e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  r a t h e r  th a n  to  e n g ag e  in 
d i sp u ta t io n .
The  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  i s  im p l i e d  by  the 
e n t i r e  d i s c u s s i o n  of the  d i f f e r e n t  d e f in i t io n s  of  "beau ty .  " F o r  th e  
a u t h o r s ,  b e au ty  is  not  a n  ine f fab le  a b s t r a c t  en t i ty  bu t  r a t h e r  a  w o rd  
which  m a y  be  def ined  in  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s ,  d e p end in g  upon  th e  p u r p o s e s  
of th e  f r a m e r  of th e  de f in i t io n .  S ince  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p u r p o s e s ,  
d i f f e r e n t  a e s t h e t i c i a n s  m a y  m e a n  d i f f e r e n t  t h in g s  by th e  w o rd  
"beau ty .  " It is  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  of p u r p o s e  to  d e f in i t io n  which  a l lo w s  
e a c h  d e f in i t io n  i t s  " s e p a r a t e  s p h e r e  of  v a l id i ty ,  " and th i s  c o r r e l a t i o n
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i l l u s t r a t e s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n ce :  A c o m m i t m e n t  to  a d e f ­
in i t ion  of " b e a u ty "  is  a c h o ic e  of  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  and 
the  i n s t r u m e n t  shou ld  be su i t e d  to  i t s  t a s k .  A f u r t h e r  im p l i c a t io n  
of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  is  th a t  o n c e  a de f in i t io n  of " b e a u ty "  
h a s  been  c h o se n ,  th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  r e s t r i c t s  
th e  v i s io n  of i t s  c h o o s e r  to  w h a t e v e r  it  w i l l  e n ab le  h im  to s e e .
It i s  of g r e a t  s ig n i f i c a n c e  to the  p r e s e n t  in v e s t ig a t i o n  a s  
w e l l  a s  to  any s tu d y  of R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  th a t  th e  v e r y  f i r s t  of h i s  
books  i n c o r p o r a t e s  m a n y  of th e  s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e s  of h i s  l a t e r  o n e s :  
v iz .  , a v o id a n c e  of d i sp u ta t io n ,  s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n  of s e l e c t e d  id e a s  
f r o m  C h i n e s e  ph i lo sop h y ,  m u l t i p le  de f in i t io n ,  and  the  four  i d e n ­
t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a  sp e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .
2. The M ean in g  of M ean ing  
*n The M e an in g  of  M e an in g  { f i r s ’ p u b l i sh ed  in 1923), the  
t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  i s  not u sed ,  a l though  th e  c o n c e p t  to 
which  it  r e f e r s  p e r m e a t e s  the  book; and whi le  the  c o n ce p t  i s  not 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  d e v e lo p e d ,  it is  p r e s e n t e d  of ten  enough  to  w a r r a n t  
a c a r e f u l  s c r u t in y ,  such  an  u n d e r t a k in g  b e in g  th e  p u r p o s e  of th i s
^C. K. O g d e n  and I. A. R i c h a r d s ,  T he  M e an in g  of M eaning  
(8th ed. ; New Y o rk :  H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e  and C o m p an y ,  1946).
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s e c t io n .  It m a y  be  w e l l  to  k e ep  in  m in d  th a t  R i c h a r d s  i s  c o a u th o r  
of T he  M ean ing  of M e an ing  (with C .  K. O gden) .  In m a n y  b o o k s  of 
h i s  own, he is  m o r e  e x p l ic i t  abou t  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  "
In th e  p r e f a c e  to  the  f i r s t  ed i t ion  of The  M ean in g  of M e an in g  
( r e p r i n t e d  in the  8th ed.  be in g  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e ) ,  the  s t a t e d  a im  
is  to  s tudy  the  in f luence  of l an gu a ge  upon though t  and  to  a t t a c k  
th e  c o r o l l a r y  p r o b l e m  of m e a n in g ,  w h ich  is  c a l l e d  th e  e q u iv a le n t  of 
th e  r e l a t i o n s  of though t  and lan g u a g e .  O gden  and R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d  
the  r e l a t i o n s  of thought  and l ang u a g e  a s  th e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p r o b l e m  
in th e  s tudy  of m e a n in g ,  and  they  a t t a c k  t h i s  p r o b l e m  by d e v e lo p in g  
a t h e o r y  of s i g n s  and th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of s i g n s .  T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  
of a  t h e o r y  of s i g n s  and t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  the  m a j o r  e n d e a v o r  of 
T h e  M ean ing  of M e a n in g , i s  in e f fec t  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  of a  v e r y  
c o m p le x  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  the  s tudy  of wha t  O g d e n  and 
R i c h a r d s  c a l l  t h e  s y m b o l ic  u s e  o f  l anguage .  J u s t  w ha t  t h i s  p a r t i c ­
u l a r  u s e  of l an gu a g e  i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  the  a u t h o r s ,  w i l l  b e c o m e  
c l e a r e r  w hen  w e  e x a m in e  t h e i r  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  d ich o to m y  of 
lan g u a g e  u s e  a nd  t h e i r  t r i a n g l e - o f - r e f e r e n c e  d i a g r a m .  F o r  now, a 
quo te  f r o m  t h e i r  P r e f a c e  m a y  p r o v e  he lpfu l :  R e g a r d i n g  v e r b a l
d i s p u t e s ,  O g d e n  an d  R i c h a r d s  s a y  th a t  " s o m e t i m e s  th e  d i s p u ta n t s  
a r e  u s in g  the  s a m e  w o r d s  fo r  d i f f e r e n t  t h in g s ,  s o m e t i m e s  d i f f e r e n t  
w o r d s  fo r  the  s a m e  th in g s .  . . . But f r e q u e n t ly  the  d i s p u ta n t s  
a r e  u s in g  the  s a m e  (o r  d i f f e r e n t )  w o r d s  f o r  no th ing"  (p. v i i i ) .  The
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s y m b o l ic  u s e  o f  la n g u a g e  i s  th e  u s e  of w o r d s  f o r  s o m e th in g ,  not 
f o r  no th ing ,  o r ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  a  r e f e r e n t i a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a 
n o n r e f e r e n t i a l  u s e  of l a n g u a g e .
O g den  and  R i c h a r d s  have  found a l l  p r e v i o u s  a t t e m p t s  a t  
s tu d y in g  the  s y m b o l ic  u s e  of l an gu a g e  in a d e q u a te ,  b e c a u s e  no 
s c i e n c e  h a s  d e a l t  d i r e c t l y  w ith  th e  r e l a t i o n s  of though t  and l a n ­
guage  by d e v e lo p in g  a t h e o r y  of s i g n s  and of th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
s i g n s .  T h ey  c i t e  g r a m m a r ,  ph i lo logy ,  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  ph i lo sophy ,  
and  p sy ch o lo g y  a s  e x a m p le s  of s t u d i e s  which  have  b e e n  la c k in g  in 
t h i s  r e s p e c t .  T h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  say  th e  a u t h o r s ,  in a d d i t io n  to 
a v o id in g  a c a r e f u l  s tudy  of th e  r e l a t i o n s  of thought  and  l a n g u a g e ,  
have  fa i l ed  to  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r ,  and th e  e n su in g  i s o l a ­
t io n  h a s  led  to a  b r e a k d o w n  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a m o n g  th e m  and a l s o  
to  a t r e n d  to w a r d  th e  a b s t r a c t  and a w ay  f r o m  the  p r a c t i c a l .  T he  
M ean ing  of M ean in g  a t t e m p t s  to r e v e r s e  t h e s e  t e n d e n c i e s  by d ra w in g  
upon  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  f i e ld s  of in v e s t ig a t i o n  w h ic h  have  y ie ld e d  
f ind ings  r e l e v a n t  to  i t s  a i m s  and b y  u n d e r s c o r i n g  p o s s ib l e  p r a c t i c a l  
a p p l i c a t io n s  of th e  t h e o r i e s  d e v e lo p ed  a lo n g  th e  way: F o r  O g d e n  and
R i c h a r d s ,  la n g u a g e  is  " the  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l  the  i n s t r u m e n t s  of 
c iv i l i z a t i o n "  (p. x) .  And T h e  M ean in g  of M ean ing  h a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  
a im  which  i s  id e n t i c a l  to  t h a t  of m u c h  of  R i c h a r d s '  l a t e r  w o rk :
" T h e  p r a c t i c a l  s id e  of t h i s  u n d e r t a k in g  i s ,  if c o m m u n i c a t i o n  be  
t a k e n  in i t s  w id e s t  s e n s e ,  E d u c a t io n "  {p. x).
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In t h e i r  a t t e m p t  to  m a k e  t h e i r  s tudy  m o r e  c o m p le t e  th an  the  
s t u d i e s  found lac k in g ,  O gden  and  R i c h a r d s  d e v e lo p  s e v e r a l  t h e o r i e s ,  
Such a s  th e  t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m  of r e f e r e n c e ,  th e  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  
d ich o to m y  of l anguage  u s e ,  the  c a n o n s  of s y m b o l i s m ,  and  the  th e o ry  
of de f in i t ion ,  a l l  o f  which  func t ion  a s  sp e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w ith in  
The  M eaning  of M ean ing  and  e l s e w h e r e  in R i c h a r d s 1 w o rk .
The  c o n c e r n  with  t h e  in f luence  of l anguage  upon though t  in 
The  M ean ing  of M ean ing  i s  s i m i l a r  to the  an a lo g o u s  c o n c e r n  in The  
F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s ,  a s  d i s c u s s e d  in th e  f o r e g o in g  s e c t io n ;  
and  th i s  c o n c e r n  i s  once  a g a in  an  e a r l y  r a m i f i c a t i o n  of  th e  p r i n c i p le  
of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .  F o r  O g d e n  and R i c h a r d s ,  l an g ua g e  and 
t h e o r i e s  c ou ch ed  in la n g u a g e  a r e  th e  i n s t r u m e n t s  fo r  d e s c r i b i n g  
w h a t e v e r  we a p p re h e n d .  As i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h e y  in f lu en ce  o u r  p e r c e p ­
t ion  of w h a te v e r  we a p p re h e n d .  O n c e  ag a in ,  we a r e  to ld  in e f fe c t  
t h a t  th e  l i m i t s  of p e r c e p t i o n  and the  n a tu r e  of p e r c e p t i o n  a r e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by c h o ic e  of i n s t r u m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the  r e l a t i o n  
b e tw ee n  l an g ua ge  and thought .  In k eep ing  w i th  th e  s t a t e d  a im  of 
th e  book,  th e  f i r s t  w o r d s  of C h a p t e r  I a r e  " T h e  in f lu e n ce  of 
L an g u a g e  upon  T hought ,  . . " (p. 1).
In add i t ion ,  T he  M ean ing  of M eaning  w a s  in tended  by O g d en  
and R i c h a r d s  to  l ay  the  g ro u n d w o rk  f o r  t h e i r  f u tu r e  i n v e s t i g a t io n s .  
The  a u t h o r s  s e t  f o r t h  e a r l y  in the  book w ha t  th ey  c o n s i d e r  to  be
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a d v a n ta g e s  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  t e c h n iq u e  (which th ey  c a l l  a th e o r y  of  
d e f in i t io n  and w h ic h  I p lan  to show w a s  b a s e d  upon th e  " s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  c o n c e p t )  and  the  kind of th e o r y  of knowledge w h ich  it 
a t  o n c e  d e p en d s  upon and m a k e s  p o s s ib l e :  "Such a tec h n iq u e  can
only  be p ro v id ed  by  a t h e o r y  of knowing,  o r  of r e f e r e n c e ,  w h ich  
w i l l  avo id ,  a s  c u r r e n t  t h e o r i e s  do not ,  t h e  a t t r ib u t i o n  to  t h e  k n o w e r  
of p o w e r s  w h ich  it m a y  be p l e a s a n t  f o r  him to  su p p o se  h i m s e l f  to 
p o s s e s s ,  but w h ich  a r e  not  open  to the  only kind of in v e s t ig a t io n  
h i t h e r t o  p ro f i t a b ly  p u r s u e d ,  the  kind g e n e r a l ly  known a s  s c i e n t i f i c  
i n v e s t ig a t io n "  (p. 15). In o th e r  w o r d s ,  a  s tudy of the  in f luence  of 
l ang u a g e  upon though t  and  s u b s e q u e n t  in v e s t i g a t i o n s  f o s t e r e d  by 
th a t  s tudy  a r e  to  be  p r e d i c a t e d  upon a d e s i r e  to  a c h i e v e  c l a r i t y ,  
though  a t  the e x p e n s e  of c o m f o r t a b l e ,  u n e x a m in e d  ( u n r e c o g n i z e d ! )  
c o m p la c e n c y .  T h e  " t e c h n iq u e "  r e f e r r e d  to i s  one " to  k e e p  the  
p a r t i e s  to  an  a r g u m e n t  in c o n ta c t  and  to c l e a r  up m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  — 
o r  in o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a T h e o r y  of D e f in i t ion"  (p. 15). If th e  p a r t i e s  
to  an  a r g u m e n t  a r e  kep t  in c o n ta c t  and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a r e  
c l e a r e d  up, th e n  th e  " p e a c e - m a k i n g "  func t ion  of the  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  w i l l  be fu l f i l l ed .  In t h i s  s t a t e d  d e s i r e  to 
a c h ie v e  c l a r i t y  and c l e a r  up m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  
kind of m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  w h ich  a r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  but w h ich  im p e d e  
in v e s t ig a t io n ) ,  the  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  a i m ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e  in R i c h a r d s '  
w o r k ,  i s  s im p ly  to  m a k e  th in g s  a s  c l e a r  a s  p o s s ib l e  without
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d e c e iv in g  o u r s e l v e s ,  and t h i s  a im  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  of th e  
sp e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  con cep t .
To  beg in  t h e i r  s tu d y  of the  in f lu en ce  of  l anguage  upon 
though t ,  O g d e n  and  R i c h a r d s  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  now fa m o u s  t r i a n g l e  
d i a g r a m ,  i t s e l f  an  e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p le  of a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t :
though t  o r  r e f e r e n c e
s y m b o l  r e f e r e n t  (p. 11)
N o t ice  t h a t  the  l in e s  c o n n e c t in g  " thought  o r  r e f e r e n c e "  w ith  
" s y m b o l "  and " thought  o r  r e f e r e n c e "  w i th  " r e f e r e n t "  a r e  so l id ,  
w h e r e a s  t h e  l in e  c o n n e c t in g  " s y m b o l "  w i th  " r e f e r e n t "  is  b ro k e n ,  
the  so l id  l i n e s  s ig n i fy in g  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and th e  b r o k e n  l in e  
s ign i fy ing  i n d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  the  d i a g r a m  
i s  to  s t r e s s  th a t  in u s in g  la n g u a g e  we tend  to  fo rg e t  th a t  the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  s y m b o l  and r e f e r e n t  i s  i n d i r e c t ,  fa i l ing  to 
r e c o g n i z e  tha t  we a r e  u s in g  a c o n v en ien t  s h o r th a n d ,  a s s u m i n g  tha t  
the  l ine  b e tw een  " s y m b o l "  and  " r e f e r e n t "  i s  u n b ro k e n  and f u r t h e r ­
m o r e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  no t r i a n g l e  at  a l l .  T h a t  i s  to  s a y ,  we do not 
u n d e r s t a n d  th a t  the  r e l a t i o n  b e tw ee n  s y m b o l  and  r e f e r e n t  i s  su c h  
th a t  it r e q u i r e s  m e n t a l  and  p h y s io lo g ic a l  p r o c e s s e s  ( " tho u gh t" )  
and i s  t h e r e f o r e  i n d i r e c t  and su b je c t  to ,  indeed  dep en den t  upon,
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  h e r e ,  i s  to  be  u n d e r s to o d  a s  a  m e n t a l  
a c t iv i ty  m a d e  p o s s ib l e  by  co n d i t io n ed  r e s p o n s e  b a se d  upon r e p e a t e d  
e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e  e x a m p le  g iven  by th e  a u t h o r s  (pp. 5 5 -5 7 )  is 
t h a t  of th e  w e l l -k n o w n  dog co nd i t io n ed  to c o m e  ru n n in g  at  the  
sound of a  be l l  w i th  the  e x p e c ta t io n  of g e t t in g  food, even  though 
he  m a y  h a v e  no d i r e c t  s e n s o r y  c lu e s  ( s m e l l ,  f o r  e x a m p le )  tha t  
food is  be in g  p r e p a r e d .  T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p o n s e  to  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s t i m u l u s  is  m a d e  p o s s ib l e  by  the  d o g ' s  hav ing  e x p e r i e n c e d  r e c u r r e n t  
c o n s i s t e n t  c l u s t e r s  of e v e n t s  ( r i n g in g  of b e l l  in con ju nc t io n  with 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  of food) to the  e x te n t  th a t  he is  a b le  to i n t e r p r e t  th e  
r i n g in g  of the  b e l l  a s  an  i n d ic a to r  th a t  food is to  be e x p e c te d ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  of th e  a b s e n c e  of o t h e r  c lu e s .  The  s t i m u l u s - e v e n t s  in 
th e  d o g ' s  cond i t ion ing  ( r i n g in g s  of b e l l  in  c o n ju n c t io n  with p r e s e n ­
t a t i o n s  of food) o c c u r  in i t i a l ly  in an  " e x t e r n a l  c o n t e x t , "  o u t s id e  the
d o g ’s p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w hi le  th e  r e s p o n s e - e v e n t s  in h is
co n d i t io n in g  (b e l l - fo o d  a s s o c i a t i o n s )  o c c u r  in a " p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
c o n te x t" ;  it i s  r e c u r r e n c e  of th e  e v e n t s  in th e  e x t e r n a l  con tex t  
w h ich  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  the  d o g ' s  a b i l i ty  to  a s s o c i a t e  th e  be l l  w i th  food 
in  h is  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  co n te x t .  When he is a b le  so to r e s p o n d ,  h i s  
b e h a v io r  i s  a n  e x a m p le  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  He i n t e r p r e t s  the  b e l l  a s
a sy m b o l  of which  food is  th e  r e f e r e n t .
The  " i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  dog"  e x a m p le  show s how people  b e h a v e  in
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a s y m b o l - t h o u g h t - r e f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  We a r e  a b le  to  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e tw e e n  a  s y m b o l  and  i t s  r e f e r e n t  b e c a u s e  we 
h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  r e c u r r e n t  c o n s i s t e n t  c l u s t e r s  of  e v e n t s  a s s o c i ­
a t i n g  t h e  s y m b o l  w i th  i t s  r e f e r e n t  in a n  e x t e r n a l  c o n te x t  a nd  hav e  
l e a r n e d  to  m a k e  th e  a s s o c i a t i o n  in a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n te x t .  
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is  a  r e c u r r e n c e  in  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n te x t  of  f o r m e r  
c l u s t e r s  of  e v e n t s  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  in  a n  e x t e r n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n te x t .  E v e n  in t h e  s t r i c t e s t  s y m b o l i c  u s e  of 
l a n g u a g e ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  w o rd  
" t a b l e "  i s  a  s y m b o l  f o r  any  n u m b e r  of o b j e c t s  e a c h  of w h ic h  m a y  
o r  m a y  no t  q u a l i fy  a s  a r e f e r e n t ,  t h a t  i s ,  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  a  t a b l e ;  
a n d  w h e t h e r  the  o b j e c t  i s  o r  i s  not  so  q u a l i f i e d  i s  a  m a t t e r  of 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  on th e  p a r t  of  t h e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n d i n g  to  " t a b l e "  a s  
a  s t i m u l u s .  O f  c o u r s e  t h e  in d iv id u a l  w i l l  no dou b t  h a v e  in m in d  
th e  c o n c e p t  " t a b l e ,  " but  t h i s  i s  th o u g h t ,  no t  r e f e r e n t .  S in c e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is  n e c e s s a r y ,  the  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  s y m b o l  a n d  
r e f e r e n t  i s  i n d i r e c t  in a  w a y  of  w h ic h  w e  a r e  not  o r d i n a r i l y  a w a r e .  
O g d e n  and  R i c h a r d s  s a y  th a t  " b e t w e e n  th e  s y m b o l  a n d  r e f e r e n t  t h e r e  
i s  no  r e l e v a n t  r e l a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  i n d i r e c t  o n e ,  w h ic h  c o n s i s t s  
in i t s  b e in g  u s e d  by  s o m e o n e  to  s t a n d  f o r  a  r e f e r e n t "  (p. 11).
T h e i r  po in t  i s  t h a t  w e  sh o u ld  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  we  a r e  u s i n g  e l l i p s i s  
if a n d  w h e n  w e  do s o .  My p o in t  i s  t h a t  a w a r e n e s s  of th e  n a t u r e  
of  o u r  l a n g u a g e  u s e s  p o in t s  to  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  th e  p r i n c i p l e  of
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i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .
O n e  of  th e  m o s t  w id e ly  d i s c u s s e d  f e a t u r e s  of T h e  M e a n in g
of  M e a n in g  i s  t h e  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  d i c h o t o m y  of l a n g u a g e  f u n c t i o n s ,
a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  of a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  T h e  a u t h o r s  s a y  t h a t
in o r d i n a r y  e v e r y d a y  s p e e c h  e a c h  p h r a s e  h a s  not  
one  bu t  a  n u m b e r  of f u n c t io n s .  We s h a l l  in  o u r  
f in a l  c h a p t e r  c l a s s i f y  t h e s e  u n d e r  f ive  h e a d i n g s ;  
but  h e r e  a  tw o fo ld  d i v i s io n  i s  m o r e  c o n v e n i e n t ,  
t h e  d iv i s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  s y m b o l i c  u s e  of w o r d s  and  
th e  e m o t i v e  u s e .  T h e  s y m b o l i c  u s e  of  w o r d s  is  
s t a t e m e n t ;  th e  r e c o r d i n g ,  t h e  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  o r g a n ­
i z a t i o n  a n d  th e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  of r e f e r e n c e s .  T he
e m o t i v e  u s e  of  w o r d s  i s  a  m o r e  s i m p l e  m a t t e r ,  it
i s  t h e  u s e  of  w o r d s  t o  e x p r e s s  o r  e x c i t e  f e e l in g s  
o r  a t t i t u d e s  (p. 149).
T h e  r e a d e r  m a y  c o n s u l t  th e  t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m  a b o v e  f o r  a i d  (cf .
" r e f e r e n c e s " ) .  O n e  p u r p o s e  of th e  d i c h o t o m y  is  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n
to a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  a  u s e  of  w o r d s  w h ic h  h a s  a s  i t s  end  t h e
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  m e a n i n g  an d  a  u s e  of  w o r d s  w h ic h  h a s  a s  i t s  end
th e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  of e m o t i o n s .  It i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t
th e  a u t h o r s  e x p l i c i t l y  do  n o t  c o n s i d e r  th e  tw o  m e n t i o n e d  u s e s  of
l a n g u a g e  e x h a u s t i v e .  T h e  p r o m i s e d  d i v i s io n  of l a n g u a g e  in to  f ive
f u n c t io n s  is :
"( i)  S y m b o l i z a t i o n  of  r e f e r e n c e ;
( i i)  T h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  a t t i t u d e  t o  l i s t e n e r ;
( i i i )  T h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  a t t i t u d e  t o  r e f e r e n t ;
( iv) T h e  p r o m o t i o n  of  e f f e c t s  in te n d e d ;
(v) S u p p o r t  of  r e f e r e n c e "  (pp. 2 2 6 -2 2 7 ) .
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T he  a u t h o r s  s a y  f u r t h e r  t h a t
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  two u s e s  m a y  be  m o r e  
e x a c t l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  fo l lo w s :  In s y m b o l i c
s p e e c h  th e  e s s e n t i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  th e  c o r r e c t ­
n e s s  of th e  s y m b o l i z a t i o n  a n d  th e  t r u t h  of  th e  
r e f e r e n c e s .  In e v o c a t i v e  s p e e c h  th e  e s s e n t i a l
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  is  th e  c h a r a c t e r  of th e  a t t i t u d e
a r o u s e d .  S y m b o l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  m a y  in d e e d  be  u s e d  
a s  a  m e a n s  of e v o k in g  a t t i t u d e s ,  but  w h e n  th i s  
u s e  i s  o c c u r r i n g  i t  w i l l  be n o t i c e d  th a t  t h e  t r u t h  
o r  f a l s i t y  of the  s t a t e m e n t s  i s  o f  no c o n s e q u e n c e  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  h e a r e r  (p. 239) .
H e r e  t h e y  a r e  g e t t i n g  a t  a  f u r t h e r  p u r p o s e  t h a n  m e r e l y  p o in t in g
out  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  u s e s  of w o r d s .  T h e y  w a n t  to  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  to
t h e  c o n fu s in g  r e s u l t s  of m ix i n g  the  u s e s :  W h e r e a s  d i s c o u r s e  w h ic h
p u r p o r t s  to  b e  s y m b o l i c  c a n  b e  r e n d e r e d  n o n s y m b o l i c  by t h e  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  w o r d s  u s e d  e m o t i v e l y ,  d i s c o u r s e  w h ic h  p u r p o r t s  to  
be  e m o t i v e  c a n  be m i s c o n s t r u e d  if it  u s e s  w o r d s  s y m b o l i c a l l y  w i t h ­
o u t  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s u b o r d i n a t i n g  the  s y m b o l i c  u s e  to  t h e  m a j o r  
in te n t .  T h i s  s o u n d s  e l e m e n t a r y  a nd  o b v io u s ,  a n d  it w ould  be w e r e  
i t  no t  f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e  u s e s  f r e q u e n t l y  h a v e  
th e  s a m e  g r a m m a t i c a l  f o r m .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  " R e n o i r  
w a s  a F r e n c h  p a i n t e r "  i s  a  s y m b o l i c  u s e  of w o r d s  (be ing  u n d e r ­
s to o d ,  of c o u r s e ,  a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  of h i s  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  n o t  of  w h a t  he 
p a in t e d ) .  As  a s t a t e m e n t ,  it  i s  e i t h e r  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ,  i t s  t r u t h  v a lu e  
i s  i t s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e ,  a n d  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s p o n s e  would  
be  " P r e s e n t  y o u r  e v i d e n c e .  " O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  
" P r e s e n t  y o u r  e v i d e n c e "  is  no t  l ik e ly  to evo k e  the  r e s p o n s e
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" P r e s e n t  y o u r  e v id e n c e ,  " s in c e  it i s  o b v io u s ly  not  a  s t a t e m e n t  to 
which  t r u t h  and f a l s i t y  a r e  r e l e v a n t  but  r a t h e r  a  r e q u e s t  o r  d e m a n d ,  
d epend ing  upon i ts  i n te n s i ty ,  in  e i t h e r  c a s e  co nvey ing  a t t i t u d e .  T h e s e  
two e x t r e m e  c a s e s  a r e  c l e a r ,  but su c h  c a s e s  a r e  r a r e .  F o r  
e x a m p le ,  t h e  u t t e r a n c e  " R e n o i r  w a s  a g r e a t  p a i n t e r "  h a s  th e  s a m e  
g r a m m a t i c a l  f o r m  a s  the  fo re g o in g  s y m b o l ic  s t a t e m e n t ,  and it cou ld  
p o s s ib ly  b e  s y m b o l ic  i t s e l f  if we had a c c e s s  to  i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  
c r i t e r i a  fo r  g r e a t n e s s  in p a in t ing .  But, s i n c e  we do not  have  such  
a c c e s s ,  a s  the  f lu c tu a t io n s  of t a s t e  and  fa sh io n  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  lack  
of a g r e e m e n t  a m o n g  " q u a l i f i e d "  c r i t i c s  show, the  u t t e r a n c e  in 
q u e s t io n ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  R i c h a r d s ,  c a n  only be  a n  e m o t iv e  u s e  of 
w o r d s  —it c o n v ey s  a t t i tu d e .  As show n ab o ve ,  no one i s  l ike ly  to 
r e s p o n d  to  an o b v io u s  e m o t iv e  u t t e r a n c e  by a s k i n g  fo r  p ro o f  of  it,  
but th a t  n e a r l y  e v e r y o n e  i s  t e m p te d  to give su c h  a  r e s p o n s e  to  a n  
e m o t iv e  u t t e r a n c e  when  it  h a s  t h e  s a m e  g r a m m a t i c a l  f o r m  a s  a 
sy m b o l i c  u t t e r a n c e  i s  the  c a u s e  of m u c h  c o n fu s io n  in c o m m u n ic a t io n .  
O gden  and R i c h a r d s  o f f e r  a s  a so lu t io n  to t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  kind of 
p r o b l e m  the  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  th a t  we r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a  r e f e r e n t  
f o r  " F r e n c h "  and  n o n e  fo r  " g r e a t .  " C o n se q u e n t ly ,  w ha t  m a t t e r s  in 
th e  a l l e g a t io n  of  th e  p a i n t e r ' s  n a t io n a l i ty  i s  w h e th e r  the  a l l e g a t io n  
is  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ,  w h e r e a s  w ha t  m a t t e r s  in th e  a l l e g a t io n  of h i s  
a r t i s t i c  m e r i t  i s  w h e t h e r  th e  f e e l in g  is  conveyed .  At t h i s  po in t ,  to  
e x p l i c a te  f u r t h e r  would be  to  d i g r e s s .  I n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r s  m a y
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c o n su l t  C. L. S te v e n s o n ,  E th i c s  and  L a n gu ag e  f o r  a  f u l l e r  
d i s c u s s i o n .
O g den  and R i c h a r d s  o f f e r  t h e i r  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  d ic h o to m y
a s  a  m o r e  u s e f u l  one  than  th e  u s u a l  p r o s e - p o e t r y  d i s t in c t io n :
In s t e a d  t h e r e f o r e  o f  a n  a n t i t h e s i s  of p r o s e  and  
p o e t r y  we m a y  s u b s t i t u t e  t h a t  of s y m b o l ic  and 
e m o t iv e  u s e s  of l an gu ag e .  In s t r i c t  s y m b o l ic  
l an g u a g e  th e  e m o t io n a l  e f fe c t s  of the  w o r d s  
w h e th e r  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t  a r e  i r r e l e v a n t  to t h e i r  
e m p lo y m e n t .  In  e v o c a t iv e  l an gu a g e  on  th e  o t h e r  
hand a l l  t h e  m e a n s  by which  a t t i tu d e s ,  m o o d s ,  
d e s i r e s ,  f e e l in g s ,  e m o t io n s  can  be v e r b a l ly  
in c i te d  in an  a u d ie n c e  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  (p. 235).
T he  a u t h o r s  i n s i s t  t h a t  m a k in g  the  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  d ic h o to m y  
d o e s  not  m i n i m i z e  " the  i m p o r t a n c e  of the  e m o t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  l an -  
guag e"  (p. 10). It i s ,  ind eed ,  q u i te  th e  o t h e r  way a r o u n d —th e
e m o t iv e  u s e  of l ang u a g e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  w o r th  c a r e f u l  s tu dy ,  a s  i n d i c a ­
t e d  by R i c h a r d s '  su b s e q u e n t  bo ok s .  But even  in The  M e an in g  of 
M e a n in g , i t s e l f  a  s tudy  of th e  s y m b o l ic  u s e  of l a n g u a g e ,  i t  is  m a d e  
c l e a r  r e p e a t e d ly  t h a t  th e  e m o t iv e  u s e  o f  l ang u a g e  d e s e r v e s  s y s t e m a t i c  
i n v e s t ig a t io n  and th a t  T h e  M ean ing  of Me a n in g  is to  lay  the  g r o u n d ­
w o r k  fo r  s u c h  an  in v e s t i g a t io n ,  a s  fo r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  th a t  
" th e  s tudy  of t h e s e  e v o c a t iv e  a s p e c t s  l e a d s  n a t u r a l l y  to  a n  a c c o u n t  
of th e  r e s o u r c e s  of p o e t i c a l  lan g u a g e  and  of th e  m e a n s  by w h ic h  it 
m a y  be  d i s t in g u i s h e d ,  f r o m  sy m b o l i c  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t e m e n t .  T h u s
®(New Haven:  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1944).
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th e  t e c h n iq u e  of S y m b o l i sm  i s  one  of the  e s s e n t i a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  of 
th e  a e s t h e t i c s  of l i t e r a t u r e "  (p. 250), H e r e  th e  f i g u r e  of the  
i n s t r u m e n t  o c c u r s  ag a in  and  in the  con tex t  of one  u s e  of language  
be in g  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in the  s tu d y  of  a n o t h e r ,  d e s p i t e  the  fac t  th a t  
s tu d i e s  b a s e d  upon t h e s e  two u s e s  h a v e  b een  a n t ip a th e t i c  to w a rd  
one  a n o th e r .  T h e  fac t  o f  th e  m a t t e r  i s  th a t  the  e x p r e s s e d  "w ish  
to  m e d i a t e  b e tw ee n  r i v a l  v i e w s "  (p. 130) i s  not  only  a  c e n t r a l  a im
in T h e  M ean ing  of M eaning  bu t  a l s o  a  hint a t  one  a c t iv i ty  a  s p e c ­
u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  can  p e r f o r m .
F o r  O g d e n  and R i c h a r d s ,  not  only a r e  t h e  two u s e s  of
la n g u a g e  i m p o r t a n t ,  they  a r e  both n e c e s s a r y :  "M. B e r g s o n  and
th e  a n a l y s t s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  bo th  in the  r ig h t ,  e ach  m a i n t a i n in g  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  of one  of the  two fu n c t io ns  of lan g u a g e .  T hey  a r e  in
th e  w ro n g  only in not s e e i n g  c l e a r l y  tha t  l an g ua ge  m u s t  have  t h e s e
two fu n c t io n s .  It is  a s  though a d i s p u te  a r o s e  w h e t h e r  the  m o u th
shou ld  be f o r  s p e a k in g  o r  f o r  e a t in g "  (p. 2 38). T h e  n e c e s s i t y  of
bo th  lan g u a g e  u s e s  i s  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t e d  by the  fo l lowing qu o ta t ion :
. . . th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  to  t h i s  d ua l i ty  of the  
s y m b o l ic  a n d  e v o c a t iv e  fu n c t io n s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  
r e c e n t l y  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  d i s g u i s e s .  . . .  In g e n e r a l ,  
any  t e r m  o r  p h r a s e  . . . wh ich  is  c a p a b le  of be ing  
u s e d  e i t h e r  a s  a  b a n n e r  o r  a s  a b ludgeon ,  o r  a s  both,  
n e e d s ,  if i t  i s  to be ha n d le d  w ithou t  d i s a s t e r ,  a  c o n s ta n t  
and c o n s c io u s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e s e  tw o  fu n c t io ns  of 
l an g u a g e .  It is  u s e l e s s  to t r y  to  s t e r i l i z e  o u r  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  w ithou t  s tu d y in g  th e  h a b i t s  of th e  b a c t e r i a  (p. 153).
H e r e  the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e "  and th e  t e r m  " i n s t r u m e n t s "  a r e  u s e d  in
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t h e  s a m e  p a s s a g e ,  and th e  i n s t r u m e n t s  m e n t io n e d  a r e  to be  u se d  to 
c a r r y  out  a  " s p e c u la t i v e  a p p r o a c h . "  T hey  h a v e  to  be " s t e r i l i z e d , "  
m a d e  fit  f o r  t h e i r  job, but  not w i thout  " s tu d y in g  the  h a b i t s  of 
t h e  b a c t e r i a ,  " th a t  i s ,  e x a m in in g  bo th  l anguage  func t ions  f o r  " s u b ­
t e r f u g e s "  ( R i c h a r d s '  t e r m )  which  m a y  c a u s e  th e  u s e r  of th e  s p e c ­
u la t iv e  a p p r o a c h  to e m p lo y  i n s t r u m e n t s  ( in th i s  c a s e ,  w o r d s )  which  
by be in g  u n s t e r i l e  m a y  c o n ta m in a te  the  o b je c t  of the o p e r a t i o n  
(in th i s  c a s e ,  both l anguage  u s e s ). T h is  i s  t h e  co ncep t  of the  
n a t u r e  of the  i n s t r u m e n t  a f fe c t in g  th e  f ind ings ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w hen  
th e  i n s t r u m e n t  is  l an gu a g e  and th e  o b je c t  of in v e s t ig a t i o n  is  l a n ­
guage .
Although, a s  h a s  been  po in ted  ou t ,  O g d e n  and  R i c h a r d s  do not 
u s e  the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  " they  u s e  t e r m s  w h ich  a r e  
n e a r  s y n o n y m s ,  a l l  e m p lo y in g  the  f ig u re  of the  i n s t r u m e n t ,  and  a l l  
de a l in g  with u s e s  of lan g u a g e .  Of c o u r s e ,  l anguage ,  when u s e d  a s  
an  i n s t r u m e n t ,  m a y  be u s e d  a s  s o m e  o t h e r  kind of i n s t r u m e n t  th an  a 
s p e c u la t i v e  one .  But w hen  we do s p e c u l a t e  with  lang u a g e ,  we a r e  
u s in g  it a s  a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  and th e  p r i n c i p l e s  of the  
i n s t r u m e n t  app ly .  E x a m p l e s  of n e a r  s y n o n y m s  in The  M ean ing  of 
M ean ing  a r e :  L ang u a g e  u s e d  a s  an i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  p r o p a g a n d a  —
" v e r b a l  m a c h in e "  (p. 18n); l an gu a ge  a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  con fu s in g  
th e  r e a d e r  —" p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a p p a r a t u s "  (p. 20n); l an gu a g e  a s  hav in g
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th e  c a p a c i ty  of be ing  u se d  " a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  the  p r o m o t i o n  of 
p u r p o s e s " (p. 16); w o r d s  a s  " i n s t r u m e n t s  of th ou g h t"  {p. 2 3 )—{What
is  thought  but s p e c u l a t i o n ?  H e r e ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e  in T h e  M ean ing  of 
M eaning ,  the  a u t h o r s  c o m e  c lo s e  to  s a y in g  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  
o u t r ig h t ) ;  and  l an g u a g e  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n —" s y m b o l ­
ic a p p a r a t u s "  (p. 19). As t h e s e  e x a m p l e s  i n d ic a t e ,  R i c h a r d s  f r e ­
quen t ly  u s e s  the  t e r m s  " i n s t r u m e n t ,  " " m a c h in e ,  " and " a p p a r a t u s "  
in te r c h a n g e a b ly .
T h e  r e a d e r  m a y  be r e m i n d e d  tha t  in th e  in t ro d u c t io n  abo v e ,  
th e  fo l lowing p r i n c i p l e s  w e r e  l i s t e d  a s  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of sp e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s :  (1) i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  (2) r e f i n e ­
m e n t ,  (3) o p e n n e s s ,  and (4) the  e x p r e s s e d  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  con d i t io n a l .  
All four  of t h e s e  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  in T he  
M eaning  of M e a n in g , though not  y e t  u n d e r  t h e s e  l a b e l s ,  a s  th e  
fo l lowing e x a m p le s  w i l l  show:
F i r s t ,  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n ce :  We have  a l r e a d y  s e e n  in the
s t a t e d  a i m s  of The  M ean ing  of M e a n in g  a c o n c e r n  w ith  the  in f lu e n ce  
of l anguage  upon tho ug h t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  the  d e p e n d e n c e  of thought  
upon the  a d eq u a cy  of i t s  i n s t r u m e n t ,  l an g u a g e .  T h i s  c o n c e r n  i s  a 
c l e a r  e x a m p le  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  
say  that
lan g u a g e ,  though  o f ten  spo k en  of a s  a  m e d i u m  of 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  i s  b e s t  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t ;  
and a l l  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  e x t e n s i o n s ,  o r  r e f i n e m e n t s ,
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of o u r  s e n s e - o r g a n s .  T he  t e l e s c o p e ,  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  
t h e  m i c r o s c o p e ,  th e  m i c r o p h o n e ,  and th e  g a lv a n o m e t e r  
a r e .  l ike  th e  m o n o c le  o r  t h e  eye  i t s e l f ,  c ap a b le  of 
d i s t o r t i n g ,  th a t  i s ,  of i n t r o d u c in g  new r e l e v a n t  m e m b e r s  
into the  c o n te x t s  of o u r  s ig n s .  And a s  r e c e p t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  ex tend  o u r  o r g a n s ,  so  do m a n ip u la t iv e
i n s t r u m e n t s  ex tend  the  sc o p e  of the  m o t o r  a c t i v i t i e s  {p. 98).
N ot ice  that  the  a u t h o r s  s a y  " a l l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  " T h is  would of 
c o u r s e  inc lude  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  and we c an  then  u n d e r s t a n d  
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  to  be  e x t e n s i o n s  of o u r  s e n s e  o r g a n s .  But 
a l though  two d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  of i n s t r u m e n t s  ( r e c e p t i v e  and m a n i p ­
u la t iv e )  a r e  m e n t io n e d  in the  an a lo g y ,  no c l a s s  is m e n t io n e d  f o r  
l anguage .  And y e t  la n g u a g e  i s  w h a t  is  be ing  t a lk e d  about .  It i s  
a s  though  O gden  a n d  R i c h a r d s  w e r e  a s k i n g  th e  r e a d e r ,  u n d e r s t a n d in g  
though t  to be a s p e c u l a t i v e  a c t iv i ty ,  to f i l l  out  the  e l l i p t i c a l  
l a s t  s e n t e n c e  of th e  q uo te  th u s :  "And a s  r e c e p t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s
ex tend  o u r  o r g a n s ,  so do m a n ip u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  ex tend  th e  sco p e  
of the  m o t o r  a c t i v i t i e s :  and  s i m i l a r l y  do s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
ex tend  the  sc o p e  of  o u r  s p e c u la t iv e  a c t i v i t i e s .  " O b v io u s ,  p e r h a p s ,  
but  not  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  not  ev en  to the  a u t h o r s .  They a r e  t a lk in g  
about  the  in f luence  of l an gu a g e  upon  thought  in a way which  sh ow s  
th a t  l an g ua ge  m a y  be c o n v en ien t ly  thought  of a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t ,  and 
th ey  a r e  show ing ,  by u s e  of ana logy  w i th  o t h e r  k inds  of i n s t r u m e n t s ,  
how thought  m a y  be  i n s t r u m e n t a l l y  depend en t  upon l ang u a g e  if we do,
a s  they  r e c o m m e n d ,  th ink  of  l an g u a g e  a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t .  But they  do
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not  s a y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w h a t  k ind  of i n s t r u m e n t  l a n g u a g e  i s ,  n o r  do 
t h e y  u s e  th e  t e r m  " i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .  11 T h i s  t e r m ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  " a p p e a r s  m u c h  l a t e r  in R i c h a r d s 1 w o r k .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  we  c a n  s e e  in t h i s  q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  p a g e  98 of  T h e  
M e a n in g  of  M e a n in g  (and ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  sh o w n ,  e l s e w h e r e  in t h e  book)  
a s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  w i th  w h a t  R i c h a r d s  i s  l a t e r  to c a l l  th e  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e :  L a n g u a g e ,  l ik e  o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  is
c a p a b l e  not on ly  of  e x te n d in g  o u r  a b i l i t i e s  bu t  a l s o  of  d i s t o r t i n g ;  
and  tho u gh t  i s  i n s t r u m e n t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  upon  l a n g u a g e  f o r  i t s  e x t e n ­
s io n  and  i t s  d i s t o r t i o n .  R e c o g n i t io n  of  t h i s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  
i s  a  m a j o r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of the  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  e p i s t e m o l o g y  
a s  w e  o b s e r v e  it  in  p r o c e s s  of  g r o w th  t o w a r d  ful l  e x p r e s s i o n .
S e c o n d ,  r e f i n e m e n t :  " L a n g u a g e  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t r u ­
m e n t  we  p o s s e s s .  At p r e s e n t  we a t t e m p t  to a c q u i r e  a n d  to  i m p a r t  
a  k n o w le d g e  o f  i t s  u s e  by  m i m i c r y ,  by in tu i t io n ,  o r  by  r u l e  of 
t h u m b ,  in c o n te n te d  i g n o r a n c e  of  i t s  n a t u r e "  (p. 242) .  T h e  po in t in g  
o u t  w ha t  we do not  do s u g g e s t s  w ha t  we sh o u ld  d o —viz .  , s tudy  th e  
n a t u r e  of the  i n s t r u m e n t ,  w h a t e v e r  i t s  u s e ,  t o w a r d  a  f u r t h e r  end:
. . t h e r e  i s  no e x c u s e  f o r  m a k i n g  a c o n fu s e d  s t a t e m e n t  of an  
u n s o l v e d  and  d i f f ic u l t  p r o b l e m  in to  a c h i e f  i n s t r u m e n t  of a l l  o u r  
i n q u i r i e s "  (pp. 1 9 5 -1 9 6 ) .  T h e  i n q u i r i e s  h e r e  a r e  o f  a n  i n v e s t i ­
g a t iv e ,  t h a t  i s ,  s p e c u l a t i v e ,  n a t u r e ,  and  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  m a k i n g  
t h e m  i s  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  i n s t r u m e n t  n e e d s  to  b e  m a d e  b e t t e r  by
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c o n s t a n t  r e v i s i o n  and r e f i n e m e n t .
T h i r d ,  o p e n n e s s :
T he  t e m p ta t io n  to a p h i lo s o p h e r  when c o n c e r n e d  
with a  s u b j e c t  in  w h ich  he  f e e l s  a p a s s i o n a te  
i n t e r e s t ,  to u se  a l l  t h e  w o r d s  w h ich  a r e  m o s t  
li k e ly  to a t t r a c t  a t t e n t io n  a n d  e x c i t e  b e l i e f  in 
th e  i m p o r t a n c e  of the  su b je c t  is  a l m o s t  
i r r e s i s t i b l e .  T h u s ,  any  s t a t e  of  m in d  in 
w h ich  anyone  t a k e s  a  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i s  v e r y  
l i k e l y  to be ca l led  ' k n o w l e d g e , 1 b e c a u s e  no o t h e r  
w o r d  in p syc h o lo g y  h a s  su c h  e v o c a t iv e  v i r tu e .
If t h i s  s t a t e  of m ind  is  v e r y  u n l ike  t h o s e  u su a l ly  
so  c a l l e d ,  the  new 'k n o w le d g e '  w i l l  be se t  in 
o pp o s i t io n  to  the  old  and p r a i s e d  a s  of a  s u p e r i o r ,  
m o r e  r e a l ,  and m o r e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  (p. 157).
T h e  open n a tu r e  of the  i n s t r u m e n t  is  c a l c u l a t e d  to avo id  the  w a s t e
of t im e  w h ich  would r e s u l t  f r o m  a S e l f - d e f e a t in g  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t
a s  d e s c r i b e d  in the  abov e  quo te ,  s e l f - d e f e a t i n g  b e c a u s e  it l e a d s
to i l l u s io n s  of f ina l i ty  w h ich  k i l l  the  in v e s t ig a t i v e  s p i r i t .  It
i s  in k eep in g  with " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  t h a t  t h e r e  is  in t h i s
quote  a n  im p l i c i t  s u g g e s t io n  tha t  we not  e n t i r e l y  d i s c a r d  o u tm o d e d
o r  o p p o s in g  v iew p o in t s  bu t  r a t h e r  u s e  what  we c a n  of t h e m ,  d i s c a r d
th e  r e s t ,  and  r e f i n e  what  w e  keep .  T h a t  O g den  and  R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d
T he  M ean in g  of M eaning  i t s e l f  a s  an  open i n s t r u m e n t  is  shown by
t h e i r  c h a l le n g e  to  t h e i r  r e a d e r s  to i m p r o v e  upon it:  " T h o s e  who
a r e  not s a t i s f i e d  by  the  s o lu t io n s  of l in g u i s t i c  p r o b l e m s  o f f e re d
in t h e s e  p a g e s  w i l l ,  i t  i s  to  be  ho ped ,  d i s c o v e r  b e t t e r "  (p. 242).
F o u r t h ,  th e  e x p r e s s e d  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  c o n d i t i o n a l —T he  a u t h o r s  
g ive t en  r e l a t i o n s  em ployed  in d e f in i t io n s :  "1. S y m b o l i z a t io n "
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(p. 117), "2.  S i m i l a r i t y 11 (p. 118), "3 .  S p a t ia l  R e l a t i o n s 11 {p. 118),
"4. T e m p o r a l  R e l a t i o n s " (p. 118), "5.  C a u s a t io n :  P h y s i c a l 11 (p.
119), "6 .  C a u s a t i o n : P s y c h o l o g i c a l " (p. 119), "7. C a u s a t i o n :
P s y c h o - p h y s i c a l "  (p. 119), "8. Being  the  O b je c t  of a  M en ta l  S ta te "
(p. 119), "9. C o m m o n  C o m p le x  R e l a t i o n s "  (p. 119), and "10. L eg a l
R e l a t i o n s " (p. 120). To e x p l i c a t e  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  would be  to
d i g r e s s .  T he  s ig n i f i c a n t  poin t  h e r e  is  th e  a u t h o r s '  s t a t e m e n t  th a t
" the  whole  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  on a p r a g m a t i c  b a s i s ,  and  m e r e l y  on
th e  l ev e l  of the  m o s t  u su a l  u n i v e r s e s  of d i s c o u r s e "  (p. 120). May
I s p e a k  f o r  th e m  by e x p a n s io n :  " if  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of knowledge
about  de f in i t io n  a r e  wha t  we t a k e  t h e m  to be (and we have  s tu d ie d
t h e m  c a r e f u l ly ) ,  t h e n  we o f f e r  a  t e n t a t i v e  l i s t  of r e l a t i o n s  w h ich
w i l l  hopefu l ly  su f f ice  un t i l  s a id  l im i t a t i o n s  ex p an d ,  a t  w h ic h  t i m e
we s h a l l  r e v i s e  o u r  l is t  a c c o rd in g ly .  " T h is  is  in th e  s p i r i t  of
th e  p a r t  of the  sp e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  w h ich  c a u t io n s
a g a in s t  d o g m a t i s m .  -Accordingly the  a u t h o r s  cau t ion  th a t
the  p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t  of the  above  l i s t  of r o u t e s  
o f  de f in i t io n  d e s e r v e s  to  be i n s i s t e d  upon. T he  
r e a s o n  fo r  u s in g  d e f in i t io n s  a t  a l l  i s  p r a c t i c a l .
We u s e  t h e m  to  m a k e  d i s c u s s i o n  p r o f i t a b le ,  to b r in g  
d i f f e r e n t  t h i n k e r s  into open a g r e e m e n t  o r  d i s a g r e e ­
m e n t  with one  a n o t h e r .  T h e r e  i s ,  it is  t r u e ,  a 
m o r e  r e c o n d i t e  u s e  of de f in i t ion  d e r i v e d  f r o m  th i s  
s i m p l e  p r i m i t i v e  u s e .  D e f in i t ions  a r e  o f  g r e a t  
i m p o r t a n c e  in th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of d e d u c t iv e ,  
s c i e n t i f i c  s y s t e m s ,  t h o s e  a u to m a t i c  t h in k i n g - m a c h in e s  
f o r  w h ich  log ic  and m a t h e m a t i c s  a r e ,  a s  it w e r e ,  the  
r u l e s  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (p. 121).
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A s c ie n t i f i c  s y s t e m  a s  a  " t h i n k i n g - m a c h i n e " ?  C an  we l e g i t im a te ly  
i n f e r  th a t  R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d s  a  s c ie n t i f i c  s y s t e m  a s  a s p e c u la t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t ?  I th in k  so.  How, th en ,  a r e  we to  r e g a r d  T he  M ean ing  
of Meaning,  w h ich  p u r p o r t s  to  be a s c i e n t i f i c  s y s t e m ?
It w a s  s e e n  in th e  fo re g o in g  s e c t i o n  th a t  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  
w a s  the  m o d u s  o p e r a n d i  of T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s , and the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  m u l t i p le  d e f in i t io n  a s  a m e th o d  and  s p e c ­
u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  a s  a c o n t r o l l i n g  c o n c e p t  w a s  shown. In The  M ean -  
ing of M ean ing ,  m u l t i p l e  de f in i t ion  i s  u se d ,  but  in a m o r e  c o m p lex  
way than  in T he  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s . C h a p te r  VII " T h e  
Meaning  of B e a u ty "  l i s t s  the  s a m e  s i x t e e n  d e f in i t io n s  of " b e a u ty "
(pp. 142-143)  a s  d o e s  T he  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s .  H o w e v e r ,  
r a t h e r  th an  e v a l u a t e  th e  d i f f e r e n t  d e f in i t io n s  and  c h o o s e  one  a m o n g  
t h e m ,  th e  a u t h o r s  r e f e r  th e  r e a d e r  (p. 143n) to T he  F o u n d a t io n s  of 
A e s th e t i c s ,  w h e r e  su c h  e v a lu a t in g  and  c h o o s in g  h a s  b e e n  done.  They  
th e n  p r o c e e d  to d i s c u s s  t h e s e  s i x t e e n  d e f in i t io n s  of " b e a u ty "  in 
t e r m s  of t h e  t e n  r e l a t i o n s  e m p lo y e d  in d e f in i t io n s ,  w h ich  they  
have  d e v e lo p ed  in C h a p t e r  V " T h e  T h e o r y  of D e f in i t io n "  (cf. l i s t  
p r e s e n t e d  above) .  But C h a p t e r  IX " T h e  M ean ing  of M ean ing"  i s  an 
a n a lo g u e  to  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  in th a t  it l i s t s  s i x t e e n  
de f in i t io n s  of " m e a n in g ,  " d i s c u s s e s  and  e v a l u a t e s  e ac h  one ,  and 
m a k e s  a  t e n t a t i v e  a c c e p t a n c e  of one  of t h e m  a s  b e in g  r e l a t i v e l y  















M e an in g  i s  —
An I n t r i n s i c  p r o p e r t y .
A unique  u n a n a ly s a b le  R e la t io n  to  o t h e r  th in g s .  
T h e  o t h e r  w o r d s  a n nexed  to  a w o r d  in th e  
D ic t i o n a r y .
The  C o n n o ta t io n  of a  w o rd .
An E s s e n c e .
An a c t iv i ty  P r o j e c t e d  into an  ob jec t .
(a) An ev en t  In tended .
(b) A Voli t ion.
The  P l a c e  of any th ing  in a  s y s t e m .
T he  P r a c t i c a l  C o n s e q u e n c e s  of a th in g  in  o u r  
f u t u r e  e x p e r i e n c e .
T he  T h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  invo lved  in  o r  
im p l i e d  by a s t a t e m e n t .
c h o s e n  r e l a t i o n .
(a)  T h e  M n e m ic  e f f e c t s  of a  s t i m u l u s .  A s s o c i a t io n s  
a c q u i r e d .
(b) Som e o t h e r  o c c u r r e n c e  to  which  the  m n e m i c  
e f fe c t s  of any  o c c u r r e n c e  a r e  A p p r o p r i a t e .
C< (c) T h a t  which  a s ig n  is  I n t e r p r e t e d  a s  be ing  of.
(d) W hat  any th ing  s u g g e s t s .
In the  c a s e  of S y m b o l s .
T h a t  to  w h ich  th e  U s e r  of a  Sym bol  a c tu a l ly  
r e f e r s .
XIV T h a t  to w h ich  the  u s e r  of a  sy m b o l  O ugh t  to  be 
r e f e r r i n g .
XV T h a t  to  w h ich  the  u s e r  of a  sy m b o l  B e l i e v e s  h i m s e l f  
to be r e f e r r i n g .
XVI T h a t  *o w h ich  the  I n t e r p r e t e r  of a s y m b o l
(a) R e f e r s ,
(b) B e l i e v e s  h i m s e l f  to  be  r e f e r r i n g .
(c) B e l i e v e s  the  U s e r  to  be  r e f e r r i n g  (pp. 186-187) .
H e r e ,  a s  in T he  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s ,  th e  l i s t e d  d e f ­
in i t io n s  a r e  t h o s e  which  hav e  a c tu a l ly  been  u s e d  by r e s p e c t e d  
t h i n k e r s .  In t h i s  c a s e  th e  l i s t  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  s y s t e m a t i z i n g  
th e  a p p a r e n t  c h a o s  which  th e  im m e d ia t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  C h a p te r  "T he
M ean ing  of P h i l o s o p h e r s "  h a s  e x p o se d  by show ing  th a t  t h e r e  is
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g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y  in the  u s a g e  of t h e  c o n ce p t  o f  m e a n i n g  by p h i l o s ­
o p h e r s .  "T h e  M e an ing  of M ean ing "  a s  a  t*J i n d ic a t e s  to the  
r e a d e r  t h a t  m o r e  i s  to  be  done w i th  m e a n i i ,^  th a n  e x a m in in g  d i f ­
f e r e n t  u s a g e s ,  e l s e  th e  t i t l e  would be "T he  M ean ings  o f  M eaning .  " 
The  one de f in i t io n  in the  l i s t  w h ich  the  a u t h o r s  p r e f e r  is  XIII,  
b e c a u s e  it a l l o w s  f o r  a c l e a r e r  and  m o r e  w o r k a b le  a c c o u n t  of 
m e a n in g  th an  any  of the  o t h e r s ,  in t h e i r  op in ion .  We c an  s e e  the  
b a s i s  fo r  t h e i r  c h o ic e  by e x a m in in g  t h e  t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m  a nd  the  
a c c o m p a n y in g  d i s c u s s i o n ,  ab o ve .  W h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a  s y m b o l ,  t h e r e  
i s  a  r e f e r e n t ,  so  th a t  w hen  a p e r s o n  u s e s  a  w o r d  w h ich  is  a 
s y m b o l  th en  he  in fac t  m e a n s  w h a t e v e r  th e  w o rd  s y m b o l i z e s  ( in ­
d i r e c t l y ,  r e q u i r i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n :  cf.  t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m ) ,  w h e t h e r
he  l ik e s  it o r  not ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  g e n e r a t e  s y m b o l ic  
u s e  of lang u ag e ;  h e n c e  th e  i n c lu s io n  in d e f in i t io n  XIII of "In the  
c a s e  of s y m b o l s . " But w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  no r e f e r e n t ,  th e  w o r d  is  
not  a  sy m b o l ,  and  c o n s e q u e n t ly  i t s  m e a n in g  is  d e t e r m i n e d  by the  
c o n d i t io n in g  of th e  u s e r  of a n d / o r  r e s p o n d e r  to  th e  w o r d ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  g e n e r a t e  e m o t iv e  u se  of lan g u a g e ;  th a t  i s  why 
p a r t s  (a) ,  (b), (c) ,  and (d) of d e f in i t io n  XIII a r e  c o u c h e d  in  p s y c h o ­
lo g ic a l  t e r m s ,  t h a t  i s ,  in t e r m s  of r e a c t i o n s  of h u m a n  b e in g s  to 
s t i m u l i .  S y n a e s t h e s i s  w a s  c o u ch e d  in  su c h  t e r m s .
If we r e v i e w  th e  c r i t e r i a  fo r  iden t i fy ing  a n d  f o r  e v a lu a t in g  
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a s  p r e s e n t e d  in th e  in t r o d u c t io n  of t h i s
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in v e s t ig a t i o n ,  we can  s e e  th a t  O g d e n  and  R i c h a r d s ,  in  C h a p t e r  IX 
"T he  M ean in g  of M ean ing ,  " have  in  e f fec t  c h o s e n  one  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  a m o n g  o th e r  a v a i l a b l e  o n e s ,  u s in g  a s  t h e i r  m e th o d  m u l ­
t ip l e  d e f in i t io n ,  i t s e l f  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  The  fac t  th a t  
t h ey  do not  l a b e l  w ha t  th ey  a r e  u s i n g  h e r e  a s  m u l t i p l e  de f in i t ion  
and  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  m a y  o r  m a y  not be c u r i o u s ,  but  it is 
b e s i d e  th e  point o f  the  p r e s e n t  in v e s t ig a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  to  the  e x ten t  
th a t  it s u g g e s t s  th a t  R i c h a r d s  w a s  w o r k in g  f r o m  a p a r t i c u l a r  e p i s -  
t e m o l o g ic a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  long b e f o r e  he gave  it a  n a m e .
In th e  p r e f a c e  to  the  f i r s t  ed i t ion  of The  M ean ing  of M e a n in g , 
O g d e n  and R i c h a r d s  ca l l  l an g ua g e  " the  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  of a l l  the  
i n s t r u m e n t s  of c iv i l i z a t io n .  " T hey  do n ' t  c a l l  it a s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t ,  but  th ey  do le t  u s  know th a t  it i s  the  i n s t r u m e n t  w i th  
w h ich  th e y  a r e  go ing  to s tudy  ( s p e c u la te  u p o n ? )  th e  in f lu en ce  of 
l ang u a g e  upon though t .  U se  of la n g u a g e  to  s tudy  lan g u a g e :  the
p r i n c i p l e  of the  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  a l m o s t  full  b lown, a l th o u g h  
not  d i s c u s s e d  a s  su c h ,  in R i c h a r d s '  f i r s t  m a j o r  book.
Of w o r d s ,  th e  a u t h o r s  say th a t  "it  i s  only  w hen  a t h i n k e r  
m a k e s  u s e  of t h e m  th a t  th ey  s ta n d  fo r  an y th ing ,  o r ,  in  one  s e n s e ,  
have  'm e a n in g .  1 T hey  a r e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  (p. 10). We a r e  no t  to ld  
w h a t  k in d  of i n s t r u m e n t s  w o r d s  a r e ,  but  t h i s  quo te  i n d i c a t e s  th a t  
w hen  w o r d s  a r e  u s e d  a s  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h e y  a r e  u s e d  by a t h i n k e r .  Is 
it too  f a r - f e t c h e d  to  i n f e r  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  h e r e ?  I s n ' t
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t h in k in g  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y ?  W o u ld n ' t  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  u s e d  by a 
p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in  s p e c u l a t i o n  be  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  i f  he 
u s e d  it  a s  a  m e a n s  f o r  c o n d u c t in g  h i s  a c t i v i t y ?  The  po in t  i s  t h a t  
th e  c o n c e p t  i s  in R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t .
In  th e  c o u r s e  of t h e i r  s t u d y  of the  i n f lu e n c e  of  th o u g h t  upon 
l a n g u a g e ,  the  a u t h o r s  d e v e lo p  w h a t  th e y  c a l l  " C a n o n s  of S y m b o l i s m "  
and  s a y  of t h e m  t h a t  " in  t h e s e  s i x  C a n o n s ,  S i n g u l a r ' ty ,  E x p a n s i o n ,  
D e f in i t io n ,  A c tu a l i t y ,  C o m p a t i b i l i t y ,  an d  I n d iv id u a l i t y ,  we h a v e  
th e  f u n d a m e n ta l  a x i o m s ,  w h ic h  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r i g h t  u s e  of W o r d s  in 
R e a s o n in g .  We h a v e  now a  c o m p a s s  by  t h e  a i d  of  w h ic h  we m a y  
e x p l o r e  new f i e l d s "  (p. 107). T o  e x p l i c a t e  t h e s e  C a n o n s  of  S y m ­
b o l i s m  h e r e  would  b e  i r r e l e v a n t .  W hat  i s  p e r t i n e n t  i s  t h a t  th ey  a r e  
s a i d  to  p r o v i d e  us  w i th  a  " c o m p a s s "  f o r  e x p lo r i n g  new  f i e l d s .  It 
i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  O g d e n  and R i c h a r d s  a r e  no t  s p e a k i n g  of  a  l i t e r a l  
c o m p a s s  o r  l i t e r a l  f i e l d s .  M e t a p h o r i c a l l y ,  t h e n ,  the  c o m p a s s  i s  
a n  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  s o m e t h i n g ,  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  c a u s a l l y  
c o n n e c te d  w i th  " the  r i g h t  u s e  o f  W o r d s  in R e a s o n i n g " :  l a n g u a g e ,
th e n ,  u s e d  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  I s  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ?
A s  h a s  b e e n  s e e n ,  O g d e n  and  R i c h a r d s  do  not  u s e  th e  t e r m  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  in  T h e  M e a n in g  of  M e a n in g ,  but  th e y  do 
d e a l  p r o fo u n d ly  w i th  th e  c o n c e p t .  W h e t h e r  th e y  do t h i s  c o n s c i o u s l y  
o r  not  p r e s e n t s  a p u z z l e :  If t h e y  w e r e  d o in g  i t  c o n s c i o u s l y ,  why
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d id n ' t  t h e y  aay  so by  l a b e l l i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ?  And if they  w e r e
doing it  u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  how cou ld  th ey  p o s s ib l y  have  done su c h  a
th o ro u g h  job of p r e s e n t i n g  (in p i e c e m e a l ,  y e s ,  but  w i th  no p a r t s
m i s s i n g )  the  v e r y  point  of view which  R i c h a r d s  w as  l a t e r  to  c a l l
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s " ?  In t h i s  c o n n ec t io n ,  m a y  we e x a m in e  a
p e r h a p s  not  u n r e l a t e d  q uo te :
It i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  th a t  p r e o c c u p a t io n  w ith  
" e x p r e s s i o n "  a s  the  c h ie f  func t ion  of lang u ag e  
h a s  been  d i s a s t r o u s .  But t h i s  is  not  so  m u c h  
b e c a u s e  of th e  n e g le c t  of th e  l i s t e n e r  t h e r e b y
induced  a s  b e c a u s e  of the  c u r i o u s ly  n a r c o t i c
e f fec t  of th e  w o rd  " e x p r e s s i o n "  i t s e l f .  T h e r e  a r e  
c e r t a i n  t e r m s  in s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c u s s i o n  w h ich  s e e m  
to m a k e  any  a d v a n c e  im p o s s i b l e .  T hey  s tupe fy  and  
b e w i ld e r ,  y e t  in a w ay  s a t i s f y ,  the  i n q u i r i n g  m in d ,  and  
th ough  the  d e s p a i r  o f  t h o s e  who l ike  to  know what  
th ey  h a v e  s a id ,  a r e  the  de l igh t  of a l l  w h o se  m a i n  
c o n c e r n  w i th  w o r d s  i s  the  a v o id a n c e  of t r o u b le  (p. 231).
F a r  be it f r o m  m e  to  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  is  the  r e a s o n  R i c h a r d s  d o e s  not
o v e r u s e  th e  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  " But I c e r t a i n l y  would
not w ish  to  deny th a t  he would  not  w a n t  any  o f  h is  key t e r m s  to
m a k e  i m p o s s i b l e  any  a d v a n c e  in c l a r i f y i n g  and  im p r o v in g  o u r
d i s c u s s i o n s  and  in v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  t e r m  w hich ,  when
u s e d  by h im ,  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  f o s t e r i n g  ju s t  su ch  an  a d v a n c e .
3. P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  
T he  p u r p o s e  of P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  ( f i r s t  
p u b l i s h e d  in 1924), a s  in d ic a te d  in i ts  p r e f a c e  and a s  p r e d i c t e d  in 
The  M ean ing  of M e a n in g , i s  to  m a k e  a c a r e f u l  s tudy  of th e  e m o t iv e  
u s e  of l anguage .  T h is  s tu d y  is to  p r o c e e d  th ro u g h  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  
of a  t h e o r y  of v a lu e  and a t h e o r y  of c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  t o g e t h e r  with  
an  a t t e m p t  to  u n d e r s t a n d  the n a t u r e  of e x p e r i e n c e ,  s i n c e  R i c h a r d s  
u n d e r s t a n d s  c r i t i c i s m  to  be " the  e n d e a v o u r  to  d i s c r i m i n a t e  be tw ee n  
e x p e r i e n c e s  and  to  e v a lu a te  t h e m "  (p. 2). In s tudy ing  the  e m o t iv e  
u s e  of lang u a g e ,  he  w i s h e s  to  be a s  c l e a r  a s  p o s s ib l e ,  a t  the  r i s k  
of d i s a p p o in t in g  r e a d e r s  who have  c e r t a i n  e x p e c ta t io n s :  " C r i t i c s
and  e v en  t h e o r i s t s  in c r i t i c i s m  c u r r e n t l y  a s s u m e  th a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  
duty i s  to  be  m o v in g ,  to  e x c i t e  in th e  m in d  e m o t io n s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  
t h e i r  a u g u s t  su b j e c t  m a t t e r .  T h i s  e n d e a v o u r  I have  d e c l in e d "  (p. 3). 
T h a t  i s ,  he in ten ds  in so  f a r  a s  p o s s ib l e  to  avo id  u s in g  e m o t iv e  
lan g u a g e ,  s i n c e  t h a t  i s  the  o b je c t  of h is  s tudy;  he w i l l  in s tea d  
s t i c k  to  the  s y m b o l ic  u s e  of l an gu a ge  in o r d e r  to av o id  u n n e c e s s a r y  
co n fus ion ,  the  k ind  of co n fu s io n  w hich ,  a s  he po in ted  out  in The 
M ean in g  of M e a n in g , r e s u l t s  f r o m  m ix in g  th e  two u s e s .  Of su c h  a 
m i x t u r e ,  he s a y s  f u r t h e r  t h a t  " m ix e d  m o d e s  of w r i t i n g  w h ich  e n l i s t
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I. A. R i c h a r d s ,  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  (New Y o rk ;  
H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e  & C o . ,  1925).
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t h e  r e a d e r ’s f ee l in g  a s  w e l l  a s  h is  th in k in g  a r e  b e c o m in g  d a n g e r o u s  
to  the  m o d e r n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  with i t s  i n c r e a s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  of the  
d i s t in c t io n .  Thought  and fe e l in g  a r e  ab le  to m i s l e a d  one a n o th e r  a t  
p r e s e n t  in w a y s  which  w e r e  h a rd ly  p o s s ib l e  s ix  c e n t u r i e s  a g o "
(p. 3). T h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  r e c a l l  th a t  d e s i r e  to  avoid  su c h  d a n g e r s  
w a s  the  m o t iv a t in g  f a c t o r  fo r  h is  m a k in g  th e  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  
d ich o to m y  of l an g u a g e  u s e  in The M e an in g  of M ean ing  and show ing  
how e a s y  and how m i s l e a d i n g  it i s  to  m ix  th e  two u s e s .  T he  a im  
in P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  i s  to m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a  p o e t i c s  of 
a  kind m o r e  r i g o r o u s ,  c l e a r e r ,  and m o r e  d i r e c t l y  a p p l i c a b l e  to 
p r a c t i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  th a n  any  p o e t i c s  ye t  deve lo p ed ,
R i c h a r d s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  th a t  he h a s  no i l l u s i o n s  about  the  
t e n t a t i v e  n a tu r e  of h i s  f ind ings ;  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  and c o n s i s t e n t ly ,  
he w i s h e s  to  avoid any a i r  of f ina l i ty :
It shou ld  be b o r n e  in  m in d  th a t  th e  knowledge  
w h ic h  th e  m e n  of A. D. 3000 w i l l  p o s s e s s ,  if a l l  goes  
w e l l ,  m a y  m a k e  a l l  o u r  a e s t h e t i c s ,  a l l  o u r  p sych o lo g y ,  
a l l  o u r  m o d e r n  t h e o r y  of v a lu e ,  look p i t i fu l .  P o o r  
indeed  would b e  th e  p r o s p e c t  if t h i s  w e r e  not  so.  T h e  
thought ,  'W hat  sh a l l  we do with the  p o w e r s ,  wh ich  we
a r e  so  r a p i d l y  d e v e lo p ing ,  and  w h a t  w i l l  happen  to  us
if we canno t  l e a r n  to  guide th e m  in t i m e ? '  a l r e a d y  
m a r k s  f o r  m a n y  p e o p le  the  ch ie f  i n t e r e s t  of e x i s t e n c e .
T h e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  which  th e  w o r ld  h a s  known in the  
p a s t  a r e  a s  no th ing  to  t h o s e  w h ich  a r e  ah ea d .  I would
w i sh  t h i s  book to be  r e g a r d e d  a s  a c o n t r ib u t io n  t o w a r d s
t h e s e  c h o ic e s  of th e  fu tu re  {p. 4).
E x a m in a t io n  of t h i s  quo te  wil l  r e v e a l  a n  i n t e r e s t  in k e ep in g  a l iv e
th e  s p i r i t  of i n v e s t ig a t io n  by c h an g in g  our  t h e o r i e s ,  o r  i n s t r u -
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m er i ts  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (of w h ich  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  
i s  an  e x a m p le ) ,  w hen  c h a n g e  is  n e c e s s a r y  to  m a k e  th e m  b e t t e r .
H e r e  a r e  the  p r i n c i p l e s  of r e f i n e m e n t  and o p e n n e s s ,  tw o  iden t i fy ing  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .
The  p u r p o s e s  of th e  p r o p o s e d  t h e o r y  of v a lu e  in P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  a r e  " to  h a b i l i t a t e  the  c r i t i c ,  to  de fend  a c c e p t e d  
s t a n d a r d s  a g a i n s t  T o l s to y a n  a t t a c k s ,  to n a r r o w  t h e  i n t e r v a l  b e tw e e n  
t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  and p o p u la r  t a s t e ,  to  p r o t e c t  the  a r t s  a g a i n s t  th e  
c r u d e  m o r a l i t i e s  o f  P u r i t a n s  and p e r v e r t s "  (p. 37). T h e  p r e s e n c e
in th i s  q uo te  of the  t e r m s  "defend ,  " " a t t a c k s ,  " and " p r o t e c t "  r e ­
q u i r e s  e x a m in a t io n ,  b e c a u s e  they  s e e m  to  b e  s t a t e d  in a c o m b a t iv e
to n e ,  to  u n d e r s t a t e  the  c a s e ;  and t h i s  kind of to ne  is  v e r y  d i f f icu l t
to  r e c o n c i l e  w i th  a n  a t t i t u d e  of t o l e r a n c e  w h ich  a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  o r i e n t a t i o n  shou ld  f o s t e r .  T h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  h e r e  a r e  f u r t h e r  
c o m p o u n d e d  by th e  s c o r n  w ith  w h ich  R i c h a r d s  t r e a t s  " the  m o s t  
f a m o u s  u t t e r a n c e s  of A r i s t o t l e ,  L o n g in u s ,  H o r a c e ,  B o i leau ,  D ry d e n ,  
A d d iso n ,  W o r d s w o r t h ,  C o l e r i d g e ,  C a r l y l e ,  M at thew  A rn o ld ,  and 
s o m e  m o r e  m o d e r n  a u t h o r s "  (p. 6), t h e s e  " u t t e r a n c e s "  h a v in g  to 
do with  v a lu e  t h e o r y  in a e s t h e t i c s :
But if we now t u r n  to  c o n s i d e r  w h a t  a r e  th e  
r e s u l t s  y i e ld e d  by the  b e s t  m i n d s  p o n d e r in g  t h e s e  
q u e s t i o n s  in the  l igh t  of t h e  e m in e n t ly  a c c e s s i b l e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  p ro v id e d  by th e  A r t s ,  we d i s c o v e r  a n  
a l m o s t  e m p ty  g a r n e r .  A few c o n j e c t u r e s ,  a  supp ly  
of a d m o n i t io n s ,  m a n y  a c u te  i s o l a t e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  
s o m e  b r i l l i a n t  g u e s s e s ,  m u c h  o r a t o r y  and a p p l ie d
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p o e t r y ,  i n e x h a u s t ib le  con fus ion ,  a  su f f i c i e n c y  of 
d o g m a ,  no s m a l l  s to c k  of p r e j u d i c e s ,  w h i m s i e s  and 
c r o t c h e t s ,  a  p r o f u s io n  of m y s t i c i s m ,  a l i t t l e  genuine  
s p e c u la t i o n ,  s u n d r y  s t r a y  i n s p i r a t i o n s ,  p r e g n a n t  h in ts  and  
r a n d o m  a p e r c u s ; of su c h  a s  t h e s e ,  it m a y  b e  sa id  w i t h ­
out  e x a g g e r a t io n ,  is ex tan t  c r i t i c a l  t h e o r y  c o m p o s e d  
(P- 6 ).
W h e r e  is  th e  m e d i a t i n g  i m p u l s e ?  W h e r e  th e  s u g g e s t i o n  th a t  
" th e  r e s u l t s  y ie ld e d  by the  b e s t  m i n d s "  a r e  to  be t r e a t e d  a s  s p e c ­
u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ?  L e t  u s  take  a  look a t  f u r t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  
of t h e s e  " r e s u l t s " :
Such a r e  the  p i n n a c l e s ,  the  a p i c e s  of c r i t i c a l  
t h e o r y ,  the  h e ig h ts  g a in ed  in the  p a s t  by th e  b e s t  
t h i n k e r s  in  t h e i r  a t t e m p t  to  r e a c h  e x p la n a t io n s  of th e  
v a lu e  of th e  a r t s .  S o m e  of t h e m ,  m a n y  of th e m  
indeed ,  a r e  p r o f i t a b le  s t a r t i n g - p o i n t s  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n ,  
but  n e i t h e r  t o g e t h e r ,  n o r  s in g ly ,  n o r  in  any c o m b i ­
n a t io n  do th ey  g ive  w ha t  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  . . . T h e  
c e n t r a l  q u e s t io n ,  W hat  i s  th e  va lue  of th e  a r t s ,  
w hy a r e  th ey  w o r t h  t h e  devo t ion  of th e  k e e n e s t  
h o u r s  of t h e  b e s t  m i n d s ,  and  w ha t  is  t h e i r  p l a c e  in
th e  s y s t e m  of h u m a n  e n d e a v o u r s  ? is  le f t  a l m o s t  
u n touched ,  a l though  withou t  s o m e  c l e a r  v iew it would  
s e e m  th a t  ev en  the  m o s t  ju d ic io u s  c r i t i c  m u s t  of ten  
l o s e  h i s  s e n s e  of p o s i t io n  (p. 7).
S ince  n e i t h e r  a t t a c k i n g  R i c h a r d s  n o r  de fend ing  h im  i s  p a r t  
of m y  t a s k ,  I do not  have  to  "ex p la in  a w a y "  th i s  to n e ,  but  I do 
h av e  to  ack n o w le d g e  it,  b e c a u s e  of i ts  b e a r i n g  upon m y  t h e s i s  th a t
th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  h a s  b e e n  and is  th e  guid ing
p r i n c i p l e  of  his  w o r k .  I shou ld  l ik e  to  le t  R i c h a r d s  s p e a k  f o r  
h i m s e l f  on  t h i s  m a t t e r  of t o n e .  F i r s t ,  w e  m a y  r e c a l l  t h a t  a  s i m i l a r  
to n e  w a s  p r e s e n t  in T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  o f  A e s t h e t i c s ,  but  th a t  m u l t i p l e
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d e f in i t io n  w a s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a t  w o rk .  Second ,  w hen  R i c h a r d s  m u c h  
l a t e r ,  in  1948, spo k e  o f  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , he 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  it a s  a  s e r m o n :  "A s  to  P r i n c i p l e s , I r e g a r d  i t  s t i l l
w i th  a b e n ev o len t  eye  a s  b e in g  a b e t t e r  s e r m o n  th an  i t  knew i t s e l f  
to  be. . . .  In g e n e r a l ,  w ha t  in f lu e n c e  the  book h as  had  would have 
b e e n  d i f f e r e n t  if m o r e  of t h o s e  who have  d i s c u s s e d  it  had r e a d  it. "8 
A l l  r i g h t .  L e t  u s  by a l l  m e a n s  r e a d  the  book, and  le t  u s  begin  with 
R i c h a r d s '  help :  ".  . . in  r e r e a d i n g  P r i n c i p l e s  . . . , I a m  m o r e  
i m p r e s s e d  by i ts  a n t i c i p a t i o n s  of m y  l a t e r  v i e w s  th a n  by th e  
o c c u r r e n c e  of any th in g  to  r e t r a c t .  I c h an g e d  m y  v o c a b u l a r y  and  m y  
m e t a p h o r s  s o m e w h a t  . . .  to  p r e s e n t  m u c h  the s a m e  v ie w s  aga in .
Ah, but w ha t  a d i f f e r e n c e  a  c h an g e  in v o c a b u l a r y  and  m e t a p h o r s  m a y  
m a k e !  We s h a l l  r e t u r n  to  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  l a t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
in the  d i s c u s s i o n  of T he  P h i lo so p h y  of Rhetor  Ic, below.
At p r e s e n t ,  a  v e r y  r e c e n t  c o m m e n t  by R i c h a r d s  on th e  tone  of 
h i s  e a r l i e r  w o rk  m a y  p r o v e  i l lu m in a t in g .  He r e p o r t s  tha t  in 1918 
he  and O g d e n  " su d d e n ly  got t o g e t h e r  and went  on h av in g  th e  m o s t  
e n o r m o u s  fun, I b e l i e v e ,  two peop le  have  e v e r  h a d —w r i t in g  T h e
^ " E m o t iv e  M ean ing  Again,  " S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s  
(C hicago :  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of C h ic a g o  P r e s s ,  19 55), p. 44n.
^Ibid . , p. 53n.
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M e an in g  o f  M e a n in g . It d o e s n ' t  p e r h a p s  look a s  though it w a s  such  
fun,  but  it w a s  m u c h  of it w r i t t e n  in  the  s p i r i t  of ' H e r e ' s  a  n ice  
h a l f - b r i c k ,  w hom  s h a l l  w e  th ro w  it a t ? ' " * ®  T h is  s a m e  b r i c k -  
t h r o w i n g  s p i r i t  i s  in e v id e n c e  in th e  q u o te s  f r o m  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  abo ve ,  a nd  we n eed  to  keep  in m in d  t h a t  t h i s  
s p i r i t  i s  in e v id e n c e  b e fo r e  R i c h a r d s  c a m e  u n d e r  the  in f luence  of 
C o l e r i d g e .  He s a y s  th a t  he b e g an  h is  d e ta i l e d  s tu d i e s  in C o l e r i d g e  
a f t e r  he had  pu b l i sh ed  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and P r a c t i c a l  
C r i t i c i s m :  "If a nyone  looked  c a r e f u l l y ,  they  co u ld  s e e  I d i d n ' t —t h e n —
know an y th in g  a bou t  C o l e r i d g e .  * We a r e  so o n  to s e e  q u i te  a  bit  
abou t  C o l e r i d g e ' s  in f lu e n ce  upon  R i c h a r d s .  But we have  a l r e a d y  
s e e n  th e  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  concep t  d e v e lo p ed  in  T he  M ean ing  of 
M e a n in g , and o u r  job h e r e  is  to e x a m in e  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  
C r i t i c i s m  fo r  e v id e n c e  a s  to  w h e t h e r  o r  not th e  c o n c e p t  i s  g row ing  
to w a rd  e x p r e s s i o n  of i t s e l f .  My t a s k  is to s e e  what  R i c h a r d s  i s  
doing in P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and  how m u c h  of  th a t ,  if 
any ,  i l l u m in a t e s  a n d / o r  d e m o n s t r a t e s  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
c o n cep t .  If, upon e x a m in a t io n ,  we f ind in  e v id e n c e  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  
of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  r e f i n e m e n t ,  o p e n n e s s ,  and the  co n d i-
A m b l e r  B o u c h e r  and Joh n  P a u l  R u s s o ,  "An I n t e r v i e w  
w i th  I. A. R i c h a r d s , "  T h e  H a r v a r d  C r i m s o n  ( M a r c h  11, 1969),
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t io n a l ,  and  if t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  r e a l l y  a r e  the  id en t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s  of s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h en  we m a y  be  w i tn e s s i n g  the  
p r e s e n c e  of a  d e v e lo p in g  gu id ing  p r i n c i p le  w h ich  i s  to  g e n e r a t e  a 
l a t e r  d i f f e r e n c e  of to n e ,  th r o u g h  c h an g e s  in  v o c a b u la r y  and 
m e t a p h o r s —a tone  which  w e  m a y  find m o r e  c o m p a t ib l e  w i th  the  
" p e a c e - m a k i n g "  p o ten t ia l  of  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  con cep t .
The  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  p a g e s  6 and 7 of P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  
C r i t i c i s m ,  quo ted  ab o ve ,  o c c u r  in  C h a p t e r  I " T h e  C h a o s  of 
C r i t i c a l  T h e o r i e s "  and  a r e  u se d  by R i c h a r d s  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  the  
c h a o s  d e s c r i b e d  by th e  c h a p t e r  t i t l e .  In C h a p t e r  II " T h e  P h an to m  
A e s th e t i c  S ta te ,  " he s t a t e s  what he t a k e s  to  be th e  c a u s e  of the  
ch a o s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m a j o r  d i s a d v a n ta g e  of a l l  t h e  c r i t i c a l  t h e o r i e s :  
"All  m o d e r n  a e s t h e t i c s  r e s t s  upon  an  a s s u m p t i o n  w h ich  h a s  b e en  
s t r a n g e l y  l i t t l e  d i s c u s s e d ,  th e  a s s u m p t i o n  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i s t in c t  
kind of m e n t a l  a c t iv i ty  p r e s e n t  in what  a r e  c a l l e d  a e s th e t i c  
e x p e r i e n c e s "  (p. 11). R i c h a r d s  i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h i s  is  a  w r o n g  a s s u m p ­
t io n  and th a t  f r o m  it " a r i s e s  the  p han tom  p r o b l e m  of th e  a e s t h e t i c  
m o d e  o r  a e s t h e t i c  s t a t e ,  a  l e g a c y  f r o m  the  d a y s  of a b s t r a c t  
i n v e s t i g a t io n  into the  Good, the  Beau t i fu l  and  the  T r u e "  (pp. 11-12).  
T he  r e l e v a n c e  of a l l  th i s  to  o u r  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  i s  th a t  w h a t e v e r  e l s e  
R i c h a r d s  i s  doing ,  he i s  show ing  th a t  r e e x a m i n a t i o n  of the  n a t u r e  of 
w ha t  i s  to  be i n v e s t ig a te d  m a y  c h a n g e  the  n a t u r e  of the  in v e s t i g a t in g  
a p p a r a t u s .  And t h i s ,  t h o u g h  b r i e f ,  i s  a m o v e m e n t  to w a rd  d e v e lo p -
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m e n t  of th e  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p en d e n c e .
In C h a p t e r  III "T h e  L an gu a g e  o f  C r i t i c i s m ,  " he ho lds  th a t  
d e s p i t e  th e  c h a o s  and  the  d i s a d v a n t a g e s ,  we a r e  a t  l e a s t  in b e t t e r  
p o s i t io n  to  m a k e  s o m e  a d v a n c e  t h a n  w e  w e r e  b e f o r e  c r i t i c a l  
t h e o r i e s  w e r e  a b le  to  e m p loy  s c ie n t i f i c  m e th o d :  " W h a t e v e r  th e
d i s a d v a n t a g e s  of  m o d e r n  a e s t h e t i c s  a s  a  b a s i s  fo r  a  t h e o r y  of 
C r i t i c i s m ,  th e  g r e a t  a d v a n c e  m a d e  upon p r e s c i e n t i f i c  s p e c u la t io n  
into  the  n a t u r e  of Beauty  m u s t  a l s o  be r e c o g n i s e d .  T h a t  p a r a l y s i n g  
a p p a r i t i o n  B eau ty ,  the  in e f fab le ,  u l t i m a t e ,  u n a n a l y s a b le ,  s i m p l e  Idea ,  
h a s  a t  l e a s t  b e en  d i s m i s s e d  and w ith  h e r  h av e  d e p a r t e d  o r  w il l  soon  
d e p a r t  a  f lock  o f  eq u a l ly  bogus  e n t i t i e s "  (p. 19). F o r  a n  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g  of w h a t  bogus  e n t i t i e s  a r e ,  th e  r e a d e r  m a y  c o n su l t  th e  
t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m  in T he  M ean ing  of M e a n in g . What i s  of r e l e v a n c e  
h e r e  i s  th a t  they  a r e  sa id  to  p a r a l y z e  the  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  in  which  
c a s e  t h e i r  a b s e n c e  w i l l  f r e e  h im  to  give  a  b e t t e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
what  i s  be in g  in v e s t ig a te d :  a n o th e r  h in t  at  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p en d e n ce .
A few m o r e  q u o te s  supply  s i m i l a r  h in ts :  If we con t in u e  to
u s e  t e r m s  which  hav e  no r e f e r e n t  o r  w h ich  h av e  a d i f f e r e n t  r e f e r e n t  
f r o m  what  we s u p p o s e ,  we a r e  l ik e ly  to b e c o m e  t y r a n n i z e d  by the  
v e r y  lan g u a g e  w e  u s e ,  s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  b e c a u s e  in s u c h  i n s t a n c e s  
" the  v e r b a l  a p p a r a t u s  c o m e s  b e tw e e n  u s  and  t h e  th in g s  with  which  
we a r e  r e a l l y  d e a l in g "  (p. 22). The  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  of  i n v e s ­
t ig a t io n  into  the  n a t u r e  of th e  a r t s  d e p e n d s  upon  th e  d e g r e e  to
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w hich  th e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i s  f r e e d  f r o m  the  t y r a n n y  of a n  in ad e q u a te  
and  p a r a l y z i n g  " v e r b a l  a p p a r a t u s , ” th e  a r g u m e n t  p r o c e e d s ,  " f o r  the  
d i f f icu l ty  which  h a s  a lw a y s  p r e v e n t e d  the  a r t s  f r o m  be in g  ex p la in e d  
. . , i s  l a n g u a g e "  (p. 31). Of "bogus  e n t i t i e s , "  R i c h a r d s  s a y s  
f u r t h e r  th a t  " the  t e m p t a t i o n  to  in t r o d u c e  p r e m a t u r e  u l t i m a t e s  —
Beau ty  in A e s t h e t i c s ,  the  Mind and i ts  f a c u l t i e s  in p sycho lo gy ,
L ife  in  phys io log y ,  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  e x a m p l e s  —is  e s p e c i a l l y  
g r e a t  f o r  b e l i e v e r s  in A b s t r a c t  E n t i t i e s .  T h e  o b je c t io n  to such  
U l t im a te s  is  th a t  t h e y  b r i n g  a n  i n v e s t ig a t io n  to  a d e a d  end too 
su d d e n ly "  (pp. 40 -4 1 ) .  In the  face  of the  e x a m p le  g iven ,  we m u s t  
c o n c lu d e  th a t  s o m e th i n g  v e r y  l ike  the  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  
d e p e n d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t ,  a t  l e a s t  in e m b r y o ,  in P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m .
In dev e lo p in g  h is  t h e o r i e s  of va lue  and  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  in 
P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , R i c h a r d s  g iv es  an  ex te n d ed  e x p o s i ­
t io n  of the  a e s t h e t i c  t h e o r y  w h ich  w a s  c a l le d  s y n a e s t h e s i s  in T h e  
F o u n d a t io n s  of  A e s t h e t i c s .  T he  t h e o r i e s  of va lue  and  of c o m m u n i c a ­
t i o n  a r e  to be b a s e d  upon an  a n a l y s i s  of the  m in d ,  and  the  m ind  
i s  spo k e n  of a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t :  "A l a r g e  p a r t  of th e  d i s t in c t iv e
f e a t u r e s  of th e  m ind  a r e  due  to i t s  be in g  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n "  (p. 25). If the  m in d  is  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  
c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  th e n  the  p r o p o s e d  t h e o r y  of c o m m u n ic a t io n  i s  s e e n
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to  be l inked  to th e  p r o p o s e d  t h e o r y  of v a lu e ,  w h ich  i s  b a s e d  upon 
a d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  m in d  a s  a c o m p le x  s e t  of " a p p e t e n c i e s "
( i n t e r e s t s ,  i m p u l s e s ) .  Value  i s  d e f ined  a s  th a t  "w h ich  s a t i s f i e s  an 
a p p e te n c y  o r  ' s e e k i n g  a f t e r ' "  (p. 47). But m an y  a p p e t e n c i e s  
co n f l i c t  w i th  o t h e r s .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  a  w o rk a b le  t h e o r y  of va lu e  m u s t  
a cc o u n t  f o r  t h i s  con f l ic t .  As  a r e s u l t ,  R i c h a r d s  a r r i v e s  at  the  
p o s i t io n  th a t  " an y th ing  is  v a lu a b le  w h ic h  w i l l  s a t i s f y  an  a p p e te n c y  
w ithou t  invo lv ing  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  of s o m e  eq u a l  o r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  
a p p e t e n c y "  (p. 48). But w ha t  i s  a  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  a p p e t e n c y ?
" T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of an  im p u l s e  . . . can  be def ined  f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s
a s  the  e x te n t  o f  th e  d i s t u r b a n c e  of o t h e r  i m p u l s e s  in the  i n d iv id u a l ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  which  th e  t h w a r t i n g  of the  i m p u l s e  in v o lv e s "  (p. 51).
T h is  i s  b a s e d  on  th e  c o n ce p t  " tha t  a  g ro w in g  o r d e r  i s  the  p r i n c i p le  
of th e  m in d "  (p. 50).
A g ro w in g  o r d e r  r e q u i r e s  e q u i l i b r i u m  and  h a r m o n y ,  a s  
d i s c u s s e d  in T he  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s . In P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , h is  p r o m i s e d  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  in to  t h e  n a t u r e  of 
e x p e r i e n c e  fo l low s h i s  m o d e l  of the  m in d  a s  a c o m p le x  s e t  of 
a p p e t e n c i e s ,  and  he b e g in s  by a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  a e s t h e t i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  
a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  not in k ind but  in d e g r e e  of 
c o m p le x i ty  and o r g a n i z a t i o n :  A e s th e t i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  " a r e  c lo s e ly
s i m i l a r  t o  m an y  o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  . . . t h ey  d i f f e r  c h ie f ly  in
th e  c o n n e c t io n s  b e tw een  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  and  . . . th e y  a r e  only
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a  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a  f i n e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of o r d i n a r y  e x p e r i ­
e n c e s ,  and  not  in  the  l e a s t  a  new an d  d i f f e r e n t  k ind  of t h in g "
(p. 16). T h i s  i s  in  a c c o r d  w i th  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of s y n a e s t h e s i s  in
T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of  A e s t h e t i c s .  And th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  
R i c h a r d s '  t h e o r y  of  v a lu e  a n d  th e  n a t u r e  of e x p e r i e n c e  i s  th a t  
th e  v a lu e  of th e  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  in  i t s  d e g r e e  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  —the  
f i n e r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  th e  e x p e r i e n c e .
A c c o r d i n g  to  R i c h a r d s ,  a  h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  the  
m in d  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  p r o d u c e  and  to  a p p r e c i a t e  w h a t  w e  c a l l  th e  
a r t s :
The  a r t s  a r e  o u r  s t o r e h o u s e  of  r e c o r d e d  
v a l u e s .  T h e y  s p r i n g  f r o m  a n d  p e r p e t u a t e  h o u r s  
in  th e  l i v e s  of e x c e p t i o n a l  p e o p le ,  w h en  t h e i r  
c o n t r o l  and  c o m m a n d  of  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a t  i t s  h i g h e s t ,  
h o u r s  w h en  th e  v a r y i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  e x i s t e n c e  
a r e  m o s t  c l e a r l y  s e e n  and th e  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  
w h i c h  m a y  a r i s e  a r e  m o s t  e x q u i s i t e l y  r e c o n c i l e d ,  
h o u r s  w h e n  h a b i t u a l  n a r r o w n e s s  of i n t e r e s t s  o r  
c o n f u s e d  b e w i l d e r m e n t  a r e  r e p l a c e d  by a n  
i n t r i c a t e l y  w r o u g h t  c o m p o s u r e .  . . . T h e y  r e c o r d
t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  j u d g m e n t s  we p o s s e s s  a s  to  
t h e  v a l u e s  of e x p e r i e n c e  (p. 32).
T h i s  p a s s a g e  p r o v i d e s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  of w h a t  c a n  r e s u l t
f r o m  e q u i l i b r i u m  an d  h a r m o n y  in th e  m i n d .  A s  w e  fo l low th e
d e v e l o p m e n t  of R i c h a r d s '  i d e a s ,  w e  w i l l  f ind h im  a p p ly in g  t h e  s a m e
v a lu e  t h e o r y  not on ly  to  th e  m i n d  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  S t a te ,  t h e  S t u d i e s ,
a n d  th e  W o r ld ,
W h e t h e r  R i c h a r d s 1 a n a l y s i s  of  th e  m in d  and  t h e o r i e s  of  v a lu e
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and  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  bu i l t  upon it a r e  r i g h t  o r  w ro n g ,  s e r v i c e a b l e  
to  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  o r  not ,  th ey  look s o m e w h a t  l ike  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  and c a n  p e r h a p s  be  e m p lo y e d  a s  such .  T h e y  hav e  been  
shown to have  r e f i n e m e n t  a nd  o p e n n e s s  a s  a t t r i b u t e s ;  and R i c h a r d s ,  
in c h o o s in g  and deve lop ing  h i s  p o s i t io n ,  h a s  in e f fe c t  a s k e d  of 
h i s  p o s i t io n  th e  f ive q u e s t io n s  which  shou ld  be a s k e d  of a  s p e c ­
u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t .  He h a s  shown: ( I )  w ha t  the  t a s k  i s ,  v i z . ,
to  m a k e  a s tudy  of e m o t iv e  l ang u a g e  fo r  the  p u r p o s e s  s t a t e d  above;
(2) tha t  i t s  p l a c e  in the  h i e r a r c h y  of t a s k s  i s  e x c e e d in g ly  high;
(3) th a t  h i s  p o s i t io n  is  hopefu l ly  r e p l a c e a b l e  but  not  un t i l  we 
know m o r e  abou t  a v a r i e t y  of th in g s ,  m a in ly  p sycho lo g y  and  the  
phys io logy  of th e  m ind ;  (4) th a t  h i s  p o s i t io n  d o e s  i t s  t a s k  b e t t e r  
th a n  o t h e r  p o s i t io n s  e x a m in e d  b e c a u s e  it t a k e s  full  a d v a n ta g e  of 
th e  l a t e s t  r e l e v a n t  f ind ings  in  psycho logy ;  and  (5) th a t  th e  
t h e o r i e s  he  e s p o u s e s  in P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  wil l  do 
the  d e s ig n a t e d  t a s k  b e t t e r  t h a n  any o t h e r  p r e s e n t l y  a v a i la b le  
t h e o r y  o r  s e t  of t h e o r i e s .
Up to  th i s  poin t ,  I hav e  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  with  show ing  how the  
p u r p o s e  of P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  is  r e l a t e d  to  the  s p e c ­
u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t ,  but  I h a v e  not  m e n t io n e d  the  m o s t  
r e l e v a n t  a n d  ye t  the  m o s t  c o n fus ing  p a r t  of  th e  book. We m a y  a s  
w e l l  c o m e  to  g r i p s  with  wha t  i s  by now a f a m i l i a r  pu z z le :  R i c h a r d s
s e e m s  to  expec t  h i s  r e a d e r s  to u n d e r s t a n d  a l l  about  s p e c u la t i v e
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i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a l th o u g h  he  h a s  not ye t  even  u s e d  the  t e r m  and  h a s  
d e v e lo p ed  th e  co n ce p t  only ob l ique ly  in  T he  M eaning  of M e a n in g .
T he  v e r y  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  in P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,
"A book is  a  m a c h i n e  to  th in k  w i th"  (p. 1) and th e  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  
of the  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  of the  book,  " T h e  l a s t  m o v e m e n t  of t h i s  
m a c h in e  to  th ink with is  now c o m p le t e d "  (p. 287) a r e  th e  only  
e x p l i c i t  c lu e s  t h a t  any th in g  l ike  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  ty pe  
of e p i s t e m o lo g y  i s  be ing  e m p lo y e d ,  and  y e t  th ey  a r e  u s e d  a s  
though  th ey  exp la in  e v e r y th in g .  S u r p r i s i n g l y  enough,  they  m a y ,  
if they  s e r v e  a s  e x p r e s s e d  co n d i t io n a l  b r a c k e t s ,  m a k i n g  e v e r y th in g  
in b e tw ee n  a s u p p r e s s e d  c o n d i t io n a l ,  even  though the b r a c k e t e d  
m a t e r i a l  be  s t a t e d  in the  in d ic a t iv e .  T h i s  would give  P r i n c i p l e s  
o f  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  the iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  p r i n c i p le  
of t h e  e x p r e s s e d  co n d i t io n a l  in a d d i t io n  to t h e  o th e r  t h r e e  
a l r e a d y  d e m o n s t r a t e d .
"A book is  a m a c h in e  to th ink  w i th"  is  a  u n i v e r s a l  s t a t e m e n t  
w h ich  t a k e n  l i t e r a l l y  i s  o b v io us  n o n s e n s e .  A book i s  not  r e a l l y  
a  m a c h in e ,  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  of bo ok s  w r i t t e n  f o r  
m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  p u r p o s e s ,  and  the a m b ig u i ty  of the  p r e p o s i t i o n  
" w i th"  s e t s  up a  r e l a t i o n  b e tw ee n  th in k e r  and  m a c h i n e  w h ich  is  
e n ig m a t i c  a t  b e s t .  But  t a k e n  f i g u r a t iv e ly ,  th e  a s s e r t i o n  m a y  
be m e a n in g fu l ,  and a f i g u r a t iv e  r e a d i n g  i s  d e m a n d e d  by the  p r e s e n c e
63
of  the  w o rd  " m a c h in e .  " Now a th in k in g  m a c h in e  would  s e e m  to  be 
a v e r y  c lo s e  r e l a t i v e  t o  a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  m a y b e  even  a 
f r a t e r n a l  tw in .  An e x a m in a t io n  of R i c h a r d s '  w o rk ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in 
th e  r e l e v a n t  s e c t i o n s  of C h a p te r  II, abo v e ,  h a s  led  m e  to  b e l iev e  
th a t  he r e a l l y  in te n d s  " m a c h in e  t o  th ink  w i th "  to be  e q u iv a le n t  to  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  " If th i s  be  t r u e ,  t h e n  it fo l low s tha t  
P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and  by im p l i c a t i o n  the o t h e r  books 
R i c h a r d s  h a s  w r i t t e n  a r e  r e g a r d e d  by h im  a s  t e n t a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
th e  b e s t  he c an  do u n d e r  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  c e r t a i n l y  not  a s  f ina l  
s t a t e m e n t s ;  fo r  f ina l  s t a t e m e n t s  t en d ,  if b e l ie v e d ,  to  s t o p  i n v e s ­
t ig a t io n  and ,  if d i s b e l i e v e d ,  to  l e a d  to  d i sp u ta t io n ,  which  is  
a c c o r d i n g  to  R i c h a r d s  an a c t iv i ty  i n im i c a l  to  in v e s t ig a t i o n  
b e c a u s e  of i ts  v e r y  n a t u r e .  It i s  R i c h a r d s '  w i s h  th a t  w e  k e ep  
a l iv e  and  c u l t iv a te  o u r  s p e c u l a t i v e  c u r i o s i t y  and  h i s  b e l ie f  tha t  
th e  s u r e s t  way not  to  do it i s  to s p e a k  in t e r m s  of d o g m a t i s m  o r  
f ina l i ty .  His  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  con cep t  i s  h i s  s u g g e s t e d  
way to a c h ie v e  t h e s e  ends .  What i s  i m p o r t a n t  is t h e  q u e s t  i t s e l f .
H ow ever ,  I do not b e l i e v e  t h a t  when R i c h a r d s  w r o te  
P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  he w a s  ful ly  a w a r e  of the  d i r e c t i o n  
in w h ic h  h i s  d e v e lo p ing  e p i s t e m o lo g y  w a s  t a k in g  h im ,  and I th in k  it 
a p p r o p r i a t e  for  u s  not to  o v e r l o o k  th e  s o m e t i m e s  s c o r n f u l ,  s o m e ­
t i m e s  s u p e r  confiden t ,  a lw a y s  e x u b e r a n t  tone  of  th e  book, a  to n e  
su f f ic ie n t  to  d isq u a l i fy  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  a s  a
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m o d e l  c a s e  of  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  I th in k  a l s o  t h a t  we  s h a l l  
s e e  a  c h a n g e  of to n e  a s  w e  o b s e r v e  the  g r o w th  of " s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s .  "
4. S c i e n c e  a n d  P o e t r y  
12S c i e n c e  a nd  P o e t r y  (1926)  i s  a p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i n  l a n g u a g e  
m o r e  r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  by the  l a y m a n ,  of i d e a s  d e v e lo p e d  in  
T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s ,  T he  M e a n in g  of  M e a n i n g , and  
P r i n c i p l e s  o f  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , a s  w e l l  a s  a  f i r m  an d  c l e a r  
r e s t a t e m e n t  o f  w a y s  in w h ic h  t h e s e  i d e a s  m a y  h a v e  p r a c t i c a l  
a p p l i c a t i o n  in  t h e  a f f a i r s  of m a n k in d .  T h e  o p e n in g  s e n t e n c e ,  " M a n ' s  
p r o s p e c t s  a r e  not  a t  p r e s e n t  so  r o s y  t h a t  he  c a n  n e g l e c t  an y  m e a n s  
o f  i m p r o v i n g  t h e m "  (p. 9), e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  to n e  o f  S c i e n c e  and
P o e t r y  a s  a  m a c h i n e  to th in k  with ,  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  by i t s  
p r o m i s e  of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  w a y s  of i m p r o v i n g  p r o s p e c t s  by  any  m e a n s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  o n e  m ig h t  s a y  by t h e  u s e  of a n y  i n s t r u m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e .
T h e  c h o o s in g  a m o n g  t h e s e  i n s t r u m e n t s  on  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  
e f f i c a c y  in e f f e c t i n g  th e  d e s i r e d  c h a n g e s  i s  a n o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
of  R i c h a r d s '  e v e r - p r e s e n t  m e t h o d  o f  p r o c e e d i n g  by a  c o n s t a n t  s c r u t i n y  
of a v a i l a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t s  and ,  t h r o u g h  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  a m o n g
1^1. A. R i c h a r d s ,  S c i e n c e  an d  P o e t r y  (New Y o rk :  W. W.
N o r to n  and C o m p a n y ,  I n c . ,  1926).
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th e  i n s t r u m e n t s  and  b e tw e e n  th e m  and  h i m s e l f ,  m a k in g  a t e n t a t i v e  
c h o ic e  of th e  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  one  a n d  th en  w o r k in g  c a r e f u l l y  to 
r e f i n e  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  c h o s e n  ( th e o ry ,  e tc .  ), th e  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  
m a k in g  th e  cho ice  (S c ie n c e  and  P o e t r y ,  fo r  e x a m p le ) ,  and th e  
i n s t r u m e n t  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  m a k i n g  th e  c h o ic e  (h im s e l f ,  in t h i s  c a s e ) ,  
t o w a r d  th e  end of i m p r o v e m e n t  of h u m a n  b e in g s ,  ind iv idua l ly  and 
c o l l e c t iv e ly ,  s a id  i m p r o v e m e n t  c a l c u l a t e d  to r e d o u n d  upon  i t s e l f  f o r  
t h e  f u r t h e r  b en e f i t  of m a n k in d .  No p a n a c e a .  J u s t  a  m a t t e r  of 
p r a c t i c a l  a id  in s t r i v i n g  fo r  o r d e r  and  a p p r o p r i a t e  g row th .  T h i s  is  
e x ac t ly  th e  a im  of the  r e f i n e m e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of the s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  concep t .
R i c h a r d s  r e p e a t e d l y  u n d e r s c o r e s  th e  u r g e n c y  of pay ing  
a t t en t io n  to  the  con d i t ion  of o u r  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  s p e c u la t i v e  a n d  o t h e r ­
w is e ,  a s  f o r  e x a m p le  h i s  a s k i n g  th e  q u e s t io n  " i s  it not  p o s s ib l e  
t h a t  to th e  m e n  of th e  f u tu r e  o u r  l i fe  t o - d a y  w i l l  s e e m  a co n t in u a l ,  
c e a s e l e s s  d i s a s t e r  d u e  only  to  o u r  own s tu p id i ty ,  to  the  n e r v e l e s s ­
n e s s  with  which  we a c c e p t  and t r a n s m i t  i d e a s  which  do not ap p ly  and 
n e v e r  hav e  ap p l ied  to  a n y t h i n g ? "  (p. 12). T h e  m e n  of the  f u tu r e ,  
if the  fu tu r e  i s  to be  p o p u la ted  by  m e n ,  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  c o n s i d e r  u s  
s tup id  and  o u r  l i v e s  a  c e a s e l e s s  d i s a s t e r ,  anyw ay .  But  if t h e y  th ink  
so  b e c a u s e  th ey  can  s e e  t h a t  we do a c c e p t  and  t r a n s m i t  u n a p p l ic a b le  
i d e a s  n e r v e l e s s l y ,  th e n  th ey  w i l l  hav e  had  to  l e a r n ,  so m e h o w ,  the  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of  su c h  a c t iv i ty ;  a  f o r t u n a t e  so m e h o w ,  in t h i s
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c a s e ,  w ould  be o u r  l e a r n i n g  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  (and t h e r e b y  i n c r e a s i n g  
t h e i r  c h a n c e s  of l e a r n i n g  i t )  how not  t o  a c c e p t  a nd  t r a n s m i t  i d e a s  
w h ic h  have  no a p p l i c a b i l i t y .  T h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  
i s  R i c h a r d s '  r e c o m m e n d e d  m e t h o d  fo r  t h i s  l e a r n i n g - t e a c h i n g  
a c t iv i t y .
And if we  a s  h u m a n  b e i n g s  do t h i s ,  t h e n  e a c h  h u m a n  be in g ,  
l ik e  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  i s  in  n e e d  of c o n t in u a l  r e f i n e m e n t .
A s  R i c h a r d s  p u ts  i t ,  " T o  l iv e  r e a s o n a b l y  i s  no t  t o  l ive  by  r e a s o n  
a l o n e —t he m i s t a k e  i s  e a s y ,  a n d ,  if c a r r i e d  f a r ,  d i s a s t r o u s —b ut  
t o  l iv e  in a way  of w h ic h  r e a s o n ,  a  c l e a r  fu l l  s e n s e  of th e  whole 
s i t u a t i o n ,  wou ld  a p p r o v e .  And th e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of th e  w h o le  
s i t u a t i o n ,  a s  a l w a y s ,  i s  o u r s e l v e s ,  o u r  own p s y c h o l o g i c a l  m a k e - u p "  
(p. 13). T h i s  i s  Swift  w i th o u t  s a t i r e ,  P o p e  w i th o u t  p a ro d y ;  a 
s y s t e m a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  and a p p l i c a t i o n  of " th e  p r o p e r  s tu d y  . . . "  
w i th o u t  d o g m a  o r  p io u s  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s .
In S c i e n c e  and  P o e t r y ,  R i c h a r d s '  g r o w in g  i n t e r e s t  in " p e a c e ­
m a k i n g "  i s  in e v i d e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  f o r m  of m e d i a t i o n  
b e tw e e n  r i v a l  v i e w s .  A s  s u g g e s t e d  by  th e  t i t l e ,  th e  r i v a l s  ( u n f o r t u ­
n a t e l y )  a r e  s c i e n c e  and  p o e t r y ,  and  th e  book  is  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
a s  to  how t h e s e  tw o  co u ld  i n t e r a c t  p r o f i t a b l y  and  w hy  t h ^ y  sh o u ld  
do so .  R i c h a r d s  b u i ld s  h i s  a r g u m e n t  by  d r a w i n g  upon  h is  a c c o u n t  
o f  s y n a e s t h e s i s  in T h e  F o u n d a t i o n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  a nd  h i s  e x p a n s i o n  
of t h a t  a c c o u n t  in  P r i n c i p l e s  of  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  (a l though
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he d o e s n ' t  c a l l  it  s y n a e s t h e s i s  in P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  
o r  in S c ien c e  and  P o e t r y ). S c ien c e  and p o e t r y  can  and  shou ld  
i n t e r a c t ,  he s a y s ,  in a way w h ich  w i l l  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a t r e n d  
t o w a r d ,  r a t h e r  th a n  the  p r e s e n t  t r e n d  aw ay  f r o m ,  c o o p e r a t io n :
W hen i m p u l s e s  in the  m in d  a r e  in c o n f l i c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  two k inds  of 
i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e m  which  c a n  r e m o v e  the  c o n f l i c t —c o n q u e s t  
of one  o v e r  the  o t h e r ,  and  c o n c i l i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  the  two.  C o n c i l i ­
a t io n  is  p r e f e r a b l e  to  c o n q u e s t ,  b e c a u s e  c o n q u e s t  i s  n a r r o w in g ,  
w h e r e a s  c o n c i l i a t i o n  l e a d s  to  c o m p a t ib i l i t y  a n d  g ro w th .  If we  
app ly  t h i s  m o d e l  to  the  c u l t u r a l  body and f ind t h e r e  th a t  two 
i m p u l s e s ,  s c i e n c e  and p o e t r y ,  a r e  in c o n f l i c t ,  th en  it is  a d v i s a b le  
to  look fo r  a m o d e  of i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e m  co n d u c iv e  to 
c o n c i l i a t io n  r a t h e r  th an  c o n q u e s t ,  s i n c e  R i c h a r d s  d o e s  not  w i s h  
e i t h e r  s c i e n c e  o r  p o e t r y  to c o n q u e r  th e  o t h e r .  T h e  m o d e  of 
i n t e r a c t i o n  w h ich  R i c h a r d s  s u g g e s t s  is  s im p ly  th i s :  th a t  p o e t r y
m a y  be  s tu d ied  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  (o r  m a y b e  not  a t  a l l )  and  s c i e n c e  m a y  
be s u s t a i n e d  p o e t i c a l ly  (o r  m a y b e  not  at a l l ) .  T h is  w i l l  be 
e l a b o r a t e d  upon  below. H e r e ,  the  s ig n i f ic a n t  point  i s  t h a t  R i c h a r d s  
d o e s  no t  want  s c i e n c e  a nd  p o e t r y  to  r e a c h  a  s t a t e  of e q u i l i b r iu m  
an d  th e n  s top .  We m a y  r e c a l l  t h a t  in  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of 
A e s t h e t i c s  s y n a e s t h e s i s  e m b r a c e d  bo th  e q u i l i b r i u m  an d  h a r m o n y  
and  t h a t  only  th e  l a t t e r  a l low ed  fo r  a c t io n ,  a  " w o rk in g  t o g e t h e r .  " 
What R i c h a r d s  w a n t s  b e tw ee n  s c i e n c e  and p o e t r y  i s  an  e q u i l i b r iu m
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of i n t e r e s t s  and a  h a r m o n y  of m o t i v a t i o n s —a s y n a e t h e s i s ,  t h a t  i s  
(if we m a y  t a k e  th e  l i b e r t y  of u s i n g  h is  e a r l i e r  t e r m ,  a s  I th ink  
we m u s t ) ,  of s c i e n c e  and p o e t ry .
In o r d e r  to  a c h i e v e  any th ing  r e s e m b l i n g  e q u i l i b r iu m  and 
h a r m o n y  b e tw e e n  s c i e n c e  and  p o e t r y ,  we m u s t  be g in  by  e x a m in in g  
th e  n a t u r e  of th e  c o n f l i c t  in o r d e r  t o  d i s c o v e r  what  kind of  
c o n c i l i a t io n  is  p o s s ib l e .  R i c h a r d s  b e g in s  by po in t ing  to  the  
ongoing  and a l m o s t  c o m p le t e  chan ge  in w o r l d - v i e w  f r o m  M ag ica l  to 
S c ien t i f ic  and  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p o e t r y  m a y  h a v e  g ro w n  f r o m  th e  M a g ­
ica l ;  a s  the  M a g ic a l  d e c l i n e s ,  he  s a y s ,  p o e t r y  m a y  d e c l in e ,  but 
not  if it can  be show n  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  th a t  p o e t r y  i s  of p r a c t i c a l  
v a lu e .  T h i s  would be c o n c i l i a t io n ,  not c o n q u e s t .  W hat  he m e a n c  
i s  not tha t  peop le  g e n e r a l l y  know m o r e  a bou t  S c ien c e  and  l e s s  
abou t  Magic  th a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  but  r a t h e r  t h a t  w e s t e r n  c iv i l i z a t io n  
h a s  deve lop ed  s c i e n t i s t i c  (not s c i e n t i f i c ! )  v a lu e s ,  g ra n t in g  s o c i e t a l  
s a n c t io n  only  to  t h o s e  d i s c i p l i n e s  w h ic h  hav e  o r  s e e m  to  h a v e  
p r a c t i c a l  v a lu e ,  h e n c e  th e  n e c e s s i t y  fo r  sh o w in g  th e  p r a c t i c a l  
va lue  of p o e t ry .
T he  p r a c t i c a l  va lu e  of p o e t r y  h a s  b e e n  show n in P r i n c i p l e s  
of  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  (cf. d i s c u s s i o n  a b o v e ) ,  and  the  u s e  of p s y c h o ­
logy a s  a m e th o d  in  th a t  " m a c h in e  to  th ink  w i th"  d e m o n s t r a t e s  the  
c o n c i l i a to r y  kind of i n t e r a c t i o n  r e c o m m e n d e d  in S c ie n c e  and 
P o e t r y :  S c ien c e  c a n  be u s e d  (as  a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ? )  fo r
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d i s c o v e r i n g  to  s o m e  e x ten t  w ha t  p o e t r y  i s .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  R ic h a r d s  
s a y s  in  S c ien c e  and P o e t r y  th a t  " the  b u s i n e s s  of the  po e t  . . .  is 
to g ive  o r d e r  and  c o h e r e n c e ,  and so f r e e d o m ,  to a body of 
e x p e r i e n c e "  {p. 66). Cou ld  p o e t r y  be a sp e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ?  
Why n o t ?  If a  m a n  h a s  had a body of e x p e r i e n c e  w h ich  w as  
c o h e r e n t  and  f r e e ,  cou ld  he not  b e h av e  m o r e  s c i e n t i f i c a l ly  th a n  
o t h e r w i s e ?  It i s  c e r t a i n l y  R i c h a r d s '  hope  th a t  s c i e n c e  and p o e t r y  
c a n  (and i t  is h is  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  th ey  m u s t )  be  m u tu a l ly  su p p o r t in g .
S c ience  and  p o e t r y  a r e  not the  s a m e  kind of a c t i v i t i e s ,  
th o ug h  peop le  e ngaged  in  one m a y  d i s p la y  s i m i l a r  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  
d y n a m i c s  to  peop le  e n gag ed  in  th e  o t h e r ,  but r a t h e r  they  a r e ,  
a c c o r d i n g  to  R i c h a r d s ,  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p o e t r y  b e in g  a 
way to  o r d e r  o u r  m in d s  and  s c i e n c e  b e in g  a way to  a r m  o u r  v i s io n  
( tak ing  C o l e r i d g e ' s  cu e )  into the  n a t u r e  of p o e t r y .  O f  c o u r s e ,  
s c i e n c e  a n d  p o e t r y  do m o r e  th an  t h i s ,  but  R i c h a r d s  is  t a lk in g  
abou t  a  w a y  in which  th ey  m a y  i n t e r a c t  p ro f i ta b ly .
O n  t h i s  su b j e c t ,  S c ien c e  and  P o e t r y  r e i t e r a t e s  th e  s y m b o l i c -  
e m o t iv e  d ic h o to m y  of  l an g u a g e  u s e  in s i m p l e r  t e r m s :  " s y m b o l i c "
b e c o m e s  " i n te l l e c t u a l ,  " and " e m o t i v e "  b e c o m e s  " e m o t io n a l ,  " 
b e c a u s e  R i c h a r d s  i s  w r i t i n g  to a  w i d e r  a u d ie n c e  than  b e fo r e  and  he  
w i s h e s  to a s s o c i a t e  wha t  he c a l l s  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t r e a m  of c o n ­
s c i o u s n e s s  of th e  m in d  w ith  s c i e n c e  and th e  e m o t io n a l  s t r e a m  of 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w i th  p o e t r y .  He a d m i t s  th a t  su ch  a s c h e m e  is  a n
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o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  a n  e x p o s i t e r ' s  a r t i f i c e ,  a nd  he i n s i s t s  th a t  
a c tu a l ly  t h e s e  " s t r e a m s "  a r e  c o n nec ted  by " t r i b u t a r i e s "  and th a t  
he  w a n t s  the  r e a d e r  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  two s t r e a m s  c o r r e s p o n d  
ro u g h ly  w ith  two l ang u a g e  u s e s ,  one s e r v i n g  s c i e n c e  and  the  o t h e r  
s e r v i n g  p o e t r y .
In id en t i fy in g  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  we look f o r  th e  
e x p r e s s e d  co n d i t io n a l ,  a n d  we find it in S c i e n c e  and  P o e t r y  
w h e r e  R i c h a r d s  s a y s  th a t  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  good and ev i l  
" i s  the  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  f r e e  and  w a s t e f u l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b e tw een  
f u l l n e s s  a n d  n a r r o w n e s s  of li fe . F o r  if the  m in d  i s  a  s y s t e m  of 
i n t e r e s t s ,  and if a n  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t h e i r  p lay ,  th e  w o r t h  of any  
e x p e r i e n c e  is  a  m a t t e r  of the  d e g r e e  t o  w h ich  the  m in d ,  th r o u g h  
t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  a t t a i n s  a c o m p l e t e  e q u i l i b r i u m "  (p. 38). F o r  th o s e  
f a m i l i a r  w i th  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  and  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , t h i s  p a s s a g e  n e e d s  no e x p l i c a t io n  beyond a  
po in t ing  to  th e  " i f  . . . t h e n "  f o r m  of i t s  s e c o n d  s e n t e n c e .  T h i s  
i s  the  e x p r e s s e d  c o n d i t io n a l  n e a r l y  a lw a y s  p r e s e n t  in  R i c h a r d s '  
w o r k ,  but w h e t h e r  it a p p l i e s  to  S c i e n c e  and P o e t r y  a s  a  whole  is  a 
q u e s t i o n  b e a r i n g  upon  o p e n n e s s .
S c ien ce  an d  P o e t r y  d o e s  no t  d i s p la y  o p e n n e s s  a s  a c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c  to  th e  d e g r e e  to  w h ich  it would  n e ed  to  in o r d e r  to  q u a l i fy  as  
a  fu l l - f l e d g e d  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  But th e  book is  not  t h e r e b y  
to  be c o n d e m n e d ,  fo r  i t  d o e s  not p u r p o r t  to  be  any th ing  o t h e r  than
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w hat  i t  i s ,  a  kind of s e c u l a r  s e r m o n ,  a p e r s u a s i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  one 
m ig h t  s a y ,  w i th  s e v e r a l  a t t r i b u t e s  of a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  
R i c h a r d s  i s  sho w ing  how A r n o l d ' s  p r o p h e c y  abou t  th e  i m m e n s i t y  of 
p o e t r y ' s  fu tu re  (quoted  a s  e p ig r a p h  to S c ien c e  and P o e t r y ) m ig h t  be 
fu l f i l led  in a s c i e n t i s t i c  c u l t u r e .
E v en  so ,  w h a t e v e r  k ind  of i n s t r u m e n t  S c ien c e  and  P o e t r y  i s ,  
it d o e s  d i s p la y  th e  a t t r i b u t e  of r e f i n e m e n t .  A c c o r d i n g  to R i c h a r d s ,  
s c i e n c e  t e l l s  the  how , but  n e i t h e r  s c i e n c e ,  r e l i g io n ,  n o r  p h i lo -  
ophy t e l l s  th e  w ha t  and why; but  t h i s  s i t u a t io n  is not  c o n d e m n a t o r y  
of s c i e n c e ,  r e l i g io n ,  o r  ph i lo so ph y ,  s i n c e  s o - c a l l e d  q u e s t io n s  
abou t  th e  wha t  an d  why a r e  not q u e s t i o n s  a t  a l l  but  p s e u d o - q u e s ­
t i o n s —r e q u e s t s  f o r  e m o t io n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  the  f o r m  of q u e s t i o n s .  
R e a l i z a t i o n  of t h i s  a c c o m p a n i e s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e s  to the  c h an g e  of 
w o r l d - v i e w  f ro m  M a g ic a l  to S c ien t i f ic  and l e a d s  t o  th e  c r u m b l i n g  
of i n s t i t u t io n s  a b o u t  w h ich  A rn o ld  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  It i s  R i c h a r d s '  
c o n te n t io n  th a t  p o e t r y  m a y  fu l f i l l  A r n o l d ' s  p r o p h e c y ,  b u t  only if 
it  fu n c t io n s  a s  a g ro w in g ,  m i n d - o r d e r i n g  a c t iv i ty .  ( O t h e r w i s e  it 
i s  not p o e t r y ,  any w ay ,  in  R i c h a r d s '  e s t im a t i o n ) .  E nou g h  of t h i s  
k ind of a c t iv i ty  c a n  p r e p a r e  u s  to  m e e t  the  c r i s i s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  
th e  c r u m b l i n g  of t h o s e  i n s t i t u t io n s  which  h i s t o r i c a l l y  p u r p o r t e d  
to  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e  wha t  and  the  why,  show n  by s c i e n c e  
no t  r e a l l y  to  have  had t h e s e  a n s w e r s  a f t e r  a l l .
S c ie n c e  and  P o e t r y  t u r n s  out  upon e x a m in a t io n  not  to be
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e x a c t ly  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  a f t e r  a l l ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  s e e m i n g  
p r o m i s e  in  t h e  open ing  s e n t e n c e .  But a c a r e f u l  d i s c u s s i o n  of it  
i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  in a n  in v e s t i g a t io n  of the  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t ,  s in c e  it show s how an  in v e s t i g a t o r  m a y  u s e  
h i s  i n s t r u m e n t s  in  s o m e  way  o t h e r  th an  s p e c u la t i v e ,  w hen  it s e e m s  
to  h im  th a t  t im e  f o r  sp e c u la t i o n  is s h o r t e r  th an  one would w ish .
W h e th e r  o r  not w e  s h a r e  w i th  R i c h a r d s  and A rno ld  the  s e n s e  
of c r i s i s  in the  f a c e  of c r u m b l i n g  in s t i tu t io n s  and the  f e a r  th a t  
p o e t r y  m a y  die  out  w i th  the  M ag ica l  w o r ld - v i e w ,  we cou ld  p e r h a p s  
p r o f i t  f r o m  a n  e x a m in a t io n  of p o e t ic  output  s in c e  1926 (u s ing  
" p o e t r y "  a s  a g e n e r i c  t e r m  fo r  im a g in a t iv e  l i t e r a t u r e ) :  Som e
e x a m p l e s —E lio t ,  F r o s t ,  F a u l k n e r ,  Sau l  Bellow,  R a lp h  E l l i s o n ,  and,  
of p a r t i c u l a r  r e l e v a n c e ,  I. A. R i c h a r d s '  own c o r p u s  o f  e x c e l l e n t  
p o e t r y .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a l l  th i s  a n d  m o r e  d oes  not p r o v e  th a t  
p o e t r y  i s  f i l l ing  th e  p l a c e  of c r u m b l i n g  in s t i t u t io n s ,  but  it d o e s  
show a n  i m m e n s i t y .  T h e  M a g ica l  w o r l d - v i e w  d ie s  h a r d .  D iana  
i s  not so  e a s i l y  d r a g g e d  f r o m  h e r  c a r .
5. P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  
11P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  ( f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  in 1929) h a s  t h r e e
e x p r e s s e d  a i m s :  (1)  Mt o  i n t r o d u c e  a  new  k in d  of d o c u m e n t a t i o n
to  t h o s e  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in th e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t a t e  o f  c u l t u r e " ;
(2) " to  p r o v i d e  a  new t e c h n iq u e  f o r  t h o s e  who w i s h  to  d i s c o v e r
f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  w h a t  t h e y  th in k  a nd  f e e l  a b o u t  p o e t r y  . . . and
why th e y  sh o u ld  l ik e  o r  d i s l i k e  i t " ;  a n d  (3) " to  p r e p a r e  t h e  w a y
f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  th a n  t h o s e  we u s e  now in
d e v e l o p in g  d i s c r i m  in a t io n  a nd  th e  p o w e r  to  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  w e
h e a r  a n d  r e a d "  (p, 3). T h e  f i r s t  of t h e s e  t h r e e  a i m s  i s  a
p r a c t i c a l  one;  t h e  t h i r d  a im  sh o w s  e x p l i c i t l y  why  R i c h a r d s  r e f e r s
to  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  (in  t h e  p r e f a c e  to  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  
14C r i t i c i s m )  a s  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t ;  an d ,  a s  I hope  to
13 I. A. R i c h a r d s ,  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  (New Y o r k :  
H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e ,  and  C o .  ] I9 6 0 ) .
1 4 " B e tw e e n  th e  p o s s e s s i o n  of  i d e a s  and  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  
t h e r e  i s  a  gulf .  E v e r y  t e a c h e r  w i n c e s  w h e n  he  r e m e m b e r s  t h i s .  
A s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a t t a c k  t h i s  d i f f i c u l ty ,  I a m  p r e p a r i n g  a 
c o m p a n i o n  v o l u m e ,  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m . E x t r e m e l y  good and  
e x t r e m e l y  b ad  p o e m s  w e r e  put  u n s i g n e d  b e f o r e  a  l a r g e  a nd  a b le  
a u d i e n c e .  T h e  c o m m e n t s  th e y  w r o t e  a t  l e i s u r e  g iv e ,  a s  it  w e r e ,  
a  s t e r e o s c o p i c  v iew  of  th e  p o e m  and  of  p o s s i b l e  o p in io n  on it .  
T h i s  m a t e r i a l  w h en  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  a n a l y s e d ,  p r o v i d e s ,  not  on ly  
a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o m m e n t a r y  upon  th e  s t a t e  of c o n t e m p o r a r y  
c u l t u r e ,  but  a  n ew  a nd  p o w e r f u l  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t "  
( P r i n c i p l e s  o f  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,  p. 4).
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d e m o n s t r a t e ,  t h e  s e c o n d  a i m  ju s t i f i e s  c a l l i n g  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  
a s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t .  T h e  t h r e e  a i m s  o v e r l a p  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
book,  th e  c e n t r a l  c o n c e r n  b e in g  a n  a n a l y s i s  of a  body of r e s p o n s e s  
to c e r t a i n  p r i n t e d  p o e m s  in  t e r m s  of  r e l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of 
th e  d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e s .
R i c h a r d s  a s k e d  h o n o r s  s tu d e n t s  in L i t e r a t u r e  a t  C a m b r i d g e  
to  g ive  a n o n y m o u s  a n d  v o lu n ta r y  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  to  s e v e r a l  
p r i n t e d  p o e m s  w h ic h  he g av e  to th e m  w i thou t  t i t l e ,  a u t h o r ,  o r  
d a te ,  the  r e s p o n s e s  to  be w r i t t e n  only a f t e r  c a r e f u l  p e r u s a l  of the  
v a r i o u s  p r i n t e d  p o e m s .  He th en  c l a s s i f i e d  the  r e s p o n s e s  in to  ten  
d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  on  the  b a s i s  of t e n  d i f f e r e n t  c a u s e s  f o r  m i s ­
r e a d i n g s  of the  p o e m s .
T he  t e n  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  of r e s p o n s e ,  o r  " c h ie f  d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s  of c r i t i c i s m , "  w h ich  R i c h a r d s  c o m p i l e s  a r i s e  f r o m  h i s  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  of w a y s  in w h ic h  p e o p le  a c t u a l l y  do  r e a d  and m i s r e a d  
p o e t r y ,  th e  d e g r e e  of a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of r e s p o n s e  to  s t i m u l u s  
d e t e r m i n i n g  the  d e g r e e  to  which  th e  p o e m  i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  and  th e  
d e g r e e  of o r d e r  in t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  r e s p o n s e  w h ich  the  s t i m u l u s  
i s  a b le  to  c a l l  f o r t h  d e t e r m i n i n g  th e  v a lu e  of the  p o e m ,  a s  in 
P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m . T h e  t e n  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e :
(1) m a k i n g  out t h e  p la in  s e n s e ,  (2) s e n s u o u s  a p p r e h e n s i o n ,
(3) i m a g e r y ,  (4) m n e m o n i c  i r r e l e v a n c e s ,  (5) s to c k  r e s p o n s e s ,
(6) s e n t i m e n t a l i t y ,  (7) inh ib i t io n ,  (8) d o c t r i n a l  a d h e s i o n s .
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(9) t e c h n ic a l  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s ,  and (10) g e n e r a l  c r i t i c a l  p r e s u p ­
p o s i t io n s .  A c h a p t e r - l e n g t h  d i s c u s s i o n  of e ac h  of t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  
f o r m s  the  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  of P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m .
His a r r i v a l  a t  t e n  c a t e g o r i e s  of r e s p o n s e  h e r e  i s  a n a lo g o u s  
to  h is  l i s t i n g  of t e n  r e l a t i o n s  in d e f in i t io n  in T h e  M e an in g  of 
M ean in g  in th a t  a  s i m i l a r  t e c h n iq u e  is  e m p lo y ed .  T ha t  th is  
t e c h n iq u e  h a s  p ro fou n d  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
c o n ce p t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e en  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t e d .  T h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of 
c r i t i c i s m  a r e  no t  to  be  c o n s t r u e d  a s  hav ing  n e c e s s a r i l y  p e jo r a t i v e  
c o n n o ta t io n s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  R i c h a r d s  show s tha t  s to c k  r e s p o n s e s  
c a u s e  g r o s s  m i s r e a d i n g s  by h is  r e a d e r s ,  i. e.  , f a i l u r e  on t h e i r  
p a r t  to  r e s p o n d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  to g iven  s t i m u l i  by a l lo w in g  a s to c k  
r e s p o n s e  to  a p a r t i c u l a r  w o r d  o r  p h r a s e  to  t r i g g e r  an  a s s o c i a t i o n  
not  r e l e v a n t  to  th e  e n t i r e  c o n f ig u r a t io n  a s  s t i m u l u s .  But w ithout  a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  s e t  of co n d i t io n ed  s to c k  r e s p o n s e s  to g iv en  s t i m u l i ,  
th e  r e s p o n d e r  would not be a b le  to  i n t e r p r e t  and would c o n se q u e n t ly  
no t  b e  a b le  to  r e a d  a t  a l l .  T he  c r i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  d i f f ic u l t i e s  
not  b e c a u s e  they  a r e  w ro n g  but  b e c a u s e  they  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  y e t  not 
su f f i c i e n t  in r e a d i n g  p o e t r y :  We m u s t  h a v e  s to c k  r e s p o n s e s ,  e t c . ,
but  we  m u s t  be c a r e f u l  not to  le t  t h e m  lead  u s  a s t r a y .  T he  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  th a t  we k e e p  our  i n s t r u m e n t s  u n d e r  c o n s ta n t  
s c r u t i n y  shou ld  by now be f a m i l i a r  to the  r e a d e r .  R i c h a r d s  w a n ts  
it  to a p p ly  to  h i s  own w o rk :  Although P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  i s  a
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highly  r e f i n e d  m a c h i n e  to  th in k  w i th ,  s o m e  of h is  own s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  m a y  be  r e l a t i v e l y  c r u d e ;  p e r h a p s  in a s e n s e  a l l  of  th e m  
a r e .  And th e  g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e  of h i s  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
e p i s t e m o lo g y  is t h i s  a v o id a n c e  of d o g m a  and f in a l i ty  by a s k in g  us  
to  t a k e  his  own w o r k  and i m p r o v e  upon it .  T h e  f i r s t  w h e e l  w a s  
p r o b a b ly  not qu i te  ro u n d  n o r  the  f i r s t  a xe  v e r y  s h a r p ,  and even  
today  r o u n d n e s s  and  s h a r p n e s s  a r e  c o n c e p ts  r a t h e r  th an  a c h ie v e d  
a c t u a l i t i e s ,  a r e  th e y  n o t ?  O t h e r w i s e  how cou ld  we hav e  m a n u ­
f a c t u r e r s  of a u to m o b i le  t i r e s  and of r a z o r  b l a d e s  a d v a n c in g  c l a i m s  
and c o u n t e r - c l a i m s  in t e l e v i s i o n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  about  th e  n e a r n e s s  
to  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  a c h ie v e d  by t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p r o d u c t s ?
R i c h a r d s  p l a n s  to g ive  in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  a p r a c t i c a l  
s tudy of p o e t r y  a s  an  e m o t iv e  u s e  of la n g u a g e ,  ap p ly in g  th e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  s y s t e m  w o r k e d  out  in P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,  
h i s  s t a t e d  ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  th e  s tudy  of e m o t iv e  d i s c o u r s e  be ing  th a t  
"to t h i s  w o r ld  b e lo n g s  e v e r y t h in g  abou t  which  c iv i l i z e d  m a n  c a r e s  
m o s t .  I n eed  only i n s t a n c e  e th i c s ,  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  m o r a l s ,  r e l i g io n ,  
a e s t h e t i c s ,  and th e  d i s c u s s i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  l i b e r ty ,  n a t io n a l i ty ,  
j u s t i c e ,  love ,  t r u t h ,  fa i th  and  k n ow ledge  to m a k e  th i s  p la in .  As 
a  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  fo r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  p o e t r y  i s  a  c e n t r a l  and  a t y p ic a l  
d e n iz e n  of th i s  w o r l d "  (p. 5). T h i s  is  one  of h is  r e c u r r e n t  
a s s e r t i o n s  tha t  a l though  th e  e m o t iv e  u s e  of l an g ua ge  is  m o r e  
d i f f icu l t  to  s tud y  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  th a n  th e  s y m b o l ic ,  s u c h  a s tu d y  is
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n e v e r t h e l e s s  n e c e s s a r y  in v iew of th e  i m p a c t  of the  f o r m e r  on 
p r a c t i c a l  a f f a i r s .
If we a r e  to  s tu d y  e m o t iv e  u s e s  of la n g u a g e ,  we have  a 
f u r t h e r  b u i l t - i n  d i f f icu l ty  to  o v e r c o m e  in th a t  t h e s e  u s e s ,  in be ing  
e m o t iv e  and  in c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w i th  t h in g s  we c a r e  about  
v e r y  d e ep ly ,  involve  o u r  e m o t io n s  to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  g ives  way to d i s p u ta t io n ,  an  e x t r e m e l y  
f r u i t l e s s  a c t iv i ty  in  R i c h a r d s '  op in ion ,  a s  we cou ld  d e d u c e  f r o m  his  
i n s i s t e n c e  in S c ie n c e  and  P o e t r y  th a t  c o n c i l i a t i o n  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  to 
c o n q u es t .  O n  th i s  m a t t e r ,  R i c h a r d s  w a r n s  in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  
th a t  "when  v iew s  t h a t  s e e m  to  con f l i c t  w i th  o u r  own p r e p o s s e s s i o n s  
a r e  s e t  b e fo r e  u s ,  th e  i m p u l s e  to  r e f u t e ,  to  c o m b a t  o r  to  r e c o n s t r u c t  
them, r a t h e r  than  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e m ,  is a l l  but  o v e r w h e l m in g "
(p. 7). T h a t  i s ,  u n l e s s  we a r e  e x t r e m e l y  c a r e f u l  in  o u r  i n v e s t i ­
ga t ion  into  e m o t iv e  u s e s  of la n g u a g e ,  we a r e  v e r y  l ik e ly  to  g ive  in 
to  o u r  i m p u l s e  to r e f u t e ,  w h ic h  t e n d s  to  p r e c e d e  o u r  i m p u l s e  to 
u n d e r s t a n d ,  in w h ich  c a s e  we find o u r s e l v e s  e ng ag ed  in d i s p u ta t io n  
r a t h e r  th an  in v e s t ig a t io n .  O ne  a d v a n ta g e  of r e g a r d i n g  a book a s  a 
" m a c h in e  to  th ink  with ,  " a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  i s  t h a t  we m a y  
th e r e b y  b e c o m e  e n a b le d  to avoid  giv ing  in to the  i m p u l s e  to  r e f u t e  
and th en  to  p r o c e e d  w i th  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .  R i c h a r d s  s p e a k s  f u r t h e r  
of " the  fu t i l i ty  of a l l  a r g u m e n t a t i o n  th a t  p r e c e d e s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g "
(p. 8) and  s a y s  t h a t  "we  c an n o t  p r o f i t a b ly  a t t a c k  any  op in ion  u n t i l
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we hav e  d i s c o v e r e d  wha t  it  e x p r e s s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  w ha t  it s t a t e s ;  
and our  p r e s e n t  t e c h n iq u e  f o r  in v e s t ig a t i n g  o p in io n s  m u s t  be 
a d m i t t e d  . . . to  be  w oefu l ly  i n a d e q u a te "  (p. 8). He th e n  u r g e s  
th a t  we i m p r o v e  t h i s  t e c h n iq u e .  I m p r o v in g  a t e c h n iq u e  is  e x ac t ly  
w ha t  i s  m e a n t  by th e  r e f i n e m e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  co n ce p t .  In th e  ab o v e  quo te ,  wha t  an  op in ion  
e x p r e s s e s  is  i ts  e m o t iv e  i m p o r t  and wha t  it s t a t e s  i s  i ts  s y m b o l ic  
im p o r t ;  R i c h a r d s  i s  s t i l l  showing  th a t  the  two l an gu a g e  u s e s  a r e  
(o r  ought  to  be) m u tu a l ly  s u p p o r t i v e .  P sycho lo gy  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  a s  " the  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  t h i s  
i n q u i r y "  (p. 9). H e r e  we have  th e  f ig u re  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t  a g a in  
a s  w e l l  a s  th e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  s c i e n c e  and  p o e t r y  c a n  and  m u s t  be 
m u tu a l ly  s u p p o r t i v e .  R i c h a r d s  m e a n s  th a t  h i s  focus  in t h i s  book 
i s  upon why the  r e a c t i o n s  to  th e  p r i n t e d  p o e m s  w e r e  what  t h e y  
w e r e .  He w i l l  t h e n  m e a s u r e  th e  r e s p o n s e s  a g a i n s t  the  p r in te d  
p o e m s  a s  s t i m u l i  to  d e t e r m i n e  w h ic h  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  and 
w h ic h  a r e  not ,  th e  a u th o r i t y  b e in g  th e  p r i n t e d  p o e m s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  a n a ly z e d .
O p e n n e s s  a s  an  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a  s p e c u la t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  is  d e m o n s t r a t e d  r e p e a t e d l y  in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m .
T he  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " n a v ig a t io n ,  in  f a c t —th e  a r t  of knowing  w h e r e  
we a r e  w h e r e v e r ,  a s  m e n t a l  t r a v e l l e r s ,  we m a y  go —is  th e  m a i n  
su b je c t  of th e  book"  (p. 10) is  r e m i n i s c e n t  of the  f i g u r e  of the
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c o m p a s s  in  T he  M e an in g  o f  M ean ing .  In t h i s  n a v i g a t i o n  s a y s  
R i c h a r d s ,  " o u r  p r i m e  e n d e a v o u r  m u s t  be to  get th e  r e l e v a n t  
m e n t a l  cond i t io n  and  th e n  s e e  wha t  h a p p e n s "  (p. 10). G e t t in g  th e  
r e l e v a n t  m e n t a l  con d i t io n  is ,  for  R i c h a r d s ,  l e a r n in g  to  r e c o g n i z e  
and  u s e  what  he i s  l a t e r  to c a l l  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  what  
it i s  and  not  s o m e th i n g  e l s e .  He h a s  i n s i s t e d  upon th e  c o n c e p t ,  
if not  the  t e r m ,  in T he  M e an ing  of M ean ing  and P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m . T he  f i g u r e  of th e  c o m p a s s  t i e s  in with 
o p e n n e s s  and th e  co n d i t io n a l  a s  id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in th a t  
the  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  a  p o i n t e r ,  a t  o n c e  a s t a r t i n g  point  
and  a m e th o d  fo r  r e f l e c t i o n ,  not a  r i g i d  s e t  of p r e s c r i p t i o n s .
Although R i c h a r d s  d o e s  not u s e  t h e  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  
in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m ,  he d o e s  m a k e  a c o m m e n t  r e l e v a n t  to the  
poin t  be in g  m a d e  h e r e :  " T h e r e  h a s  h a r d l y  e v e r  b e e n  a c r i t i c a l
r u l e ,  p r i n c i p l e  o r  m a x i m  w h ic h  h as  not  b e e n  fo r  w i s e  m e n  a  
he lp fu l  guide  but fo r  foo ls  a  w i l l - o ' - t h e - w i s p "  {pp. 10-11) ,  and  
th i s  is  a n  e x a m p le  of h i s  o f t - r e p e a t e d  c h a l le n g e  to  t a k e  h is  own 
r u l e s ,  p r i n c i p l e s  o r  m a x i m s  for  he lp fu l  gu id es  and not  fo r  s o m e th i n g  
e l s e .  It i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  to  s e e  how n e a r  he  co n t in u a l ly  c o m e s  to 
sa y in g  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  w ithou t  a c tu a l ly  u s in g  the  t e r m .
R i c h a r d s  h o ld s  t h a t  in r e a d i n g  p o e t r y  one a id  i s  to r e m e m b e r  
th a t  lan g u ag e  h a s  f o u r  k in d s  of m e a n in g ,  so  th a t  w hen  we a s k  of a 
poem  w ha t  it m e a n s  we wil l  r e a l i z e  th a t  w e  a r e  a s k i n g  a  m u c h  m o r e
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c o m p l e x  q u e s t i o n  t h a n  we w o u ld  o t h e r w i s e  s u s p e c t .  T h e  f o u r  k in d s  
of m e a n i n g  a r e  S e n s e ,  F e e l i n g ,  T o n e ,  a n d  In te n t io n .  S e n s e  i s  wha t  
the  s p e a k e r  a c t u a l l y  s a y s .  F e e l i n g  i s  h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  w h a t  he 
i s  s a y in g .  T o n e  i s  h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  h is  l i s t e n e r .  And In te n t io n  
i s  " h i s  a i m ,  c o n s c i o u s  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s , th e  e f f e c t  he  i s  e n d e a v o u r i n g  
to  p r o m o t e .  O r d i n a r i l y  he  s p e a k s  f o r  a  p u r p o s e ,  and h i s  p u r p o s e  
m o d i f i e s  h i s  s p e e c h .  T h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of it  i s  p a r t  of th e  w h o le  
b u s i n e s s  o f  a p p r e h e n d i n g  h i s  m e a n in g .  U n l e s s  w e  know w h a t  he is  
t r y i n g  to  do ,  w e  c a n  h a r d l y  e s t i m a t e  th e  m e a s u r e  o f  h i s  s u c c e s s "
(p. 176).  H e r e ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  R i c h a r d s  i s  in e f f e c t  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  
the  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  d i c h o t o m y  of  l a n g u a g e  u s e  i s  d e m o n s t r a b l y  
i n c o m p l e t e  a n d  r e q u i r e s  f u r t h e r  r e f i n e m e n t .
In C h a p t e r  6 of P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m ,  " S e n t i m e n t a l i t y  and  
I n h ib i t io n ,  " a  d e v i c e  w h ic h  w a s  u s e d  in T h e  F o u n d a t i o n s  of 
A e s t h e t i c s  and  T h e  M e a n in g  of  M e a n i n g  (and i ts  r e l e v a n c e  to  
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  sho w n  in  the  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h e r e o f )  a p p e a r s  o n c e  
m o r e ,  v i z .  , m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n .  R i c h a r d s  g iv e s  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
d e f in i t i o n s  o f  " s e n t i m e n t a l i t y "  a n d  t h e n  a n a l y z e s  th e  t h i r d  o n e  in 
d e ta i l :  " S e n t i m e n t a l i t y "  is (I) s o m e t i m e s  a  t e r m  of a b u s e ,
in d ic a t i n g  on ly  d i s l i k e ;  (II) s o m e t i m e s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  not  
c l e a r ,  a n d  (III) s o m e t i m e s  a d e n o ta t i o n  o f  a n  id e a .  T h i s  id ea  m a y  
be (1) v a g u e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  th e  f e e l i n g s  in v o lv ed  in a  r e s p o n s e  a r e  
s o m e h o w  (not  p r e c i s e l y  how) w r o n g ;  o r  (2) p r e c i s e —in (a)  a
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q u a n t i t a t iv e  s e n s e ,  in  which  th e  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e  is 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  o c c a s i o n  b e c a u s e  it i s  too  e a s i l y  a r o u s e d  and 
too g r e a t ;  in  (b) a q u a l i t a t iv e  s e n s e ,  in  w h ich  the  e m o t io n a l  
r e s p o n s e  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to  th e  o c c a s i o n  b e c a u s e  it is  too c r u d e ,  
i. e. , not  su f f i c ie n t ly  r e f in e d ;  and  in (c) a  p sy c h o lo g i s t i c  s e n s e ,  
in  w h ich  th e  e m o t io n a l  r e s p o n s e  is  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to th e  o c c a s i o n  
b e c a u s e  it i s  too n a r r o w  (ca l le d  f o r t h  by only one of m an y  
p r e s e n t e d  and p e r t i n e n t  s t i m u l i )  o r  too u n r e a l i s t i c  ( r e a c t i n g  to  
i m a g in e d  s t i m u l i  r a t h e r  th an  to th o s e  p r e s e n t e d ) .  F u r t h e r  
e x p l i c a t io n  h e r e  would r u n  the  r i s k  of be ing  s e n t i m e n t a l  in 
s e n s e  III 2 c. T h e  poin t  i s  th a t  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  a s  used  
r e p e a t e d ly  by  R i c h a r d s  i s  a  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  o f  h i s  b e l i e f  th a t  l e a r n i n g  
p r o c e e d s  b e s t  by an a lo g y  and c o m p a r i s o n .
C h a p t e r  7 of P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , " D o c t r in e  in P o e t r y "  is  a n  
a n a lo g u e  of T he  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  in th a t  R i c h a r d s  s e e k s  
a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  de f in i t io n  of " s i n c e r i t y , " ^  p r o c e e d i n g  by m u l t ip le  
de f in i t ion .  He e x a m in e s  and  e v a l u a t e s  s e v e r a l  d e f in i t io n s  and th en  
c h o o s e s  one a m o n g  t h e m ,  a  v e r y  c o n fu s in g  one  indeed ,  s in c e  he t r i e s
*5" W h a te v e r  it i s ,  i t  i s  the  q u a l i ty  we m o s t  i n s i s t e n t l y  
r e q u i r e  in  p o e t r y .  It i s  a l s o  the  q u a l i ty  we m o s t  n eed  a s  
c r i t i c s "  ( P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m ,  p. 265).
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to  m a k e  it c l e a r  by  qu o t ing  and p a r a p h r a s i n g  s e v e r a l  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  
th e  Chung Yung hav ing  to  do with  e q u i l i b r i u m  and h a r m o n y ,  u s ing  
a s  a  c r i t e r i o n  th e  s e e k i n g  of "a m o r e  p e r f e c t  o r d e r  w i th in  the  
m in d "  (p. 27 0). R e a d e r s  of R i c h a r d s  who have  r e a d  only T he  
M ean ing  of M e a n in g , P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and S c ie n c e  
and  P o e t r y  w i l l  be s t a r t l e d  th a t  a  w r i t e r  who h a s  s e e m e d  to  be an 
e m p i r i c i s t  would su d de n ly  m a k e  h on o r i f ic  r e f e r e n c e  to  C h in e s e  
m y s t i c i s m ;  but t h o s e  r e a d e r s  who a r e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  The  
F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  (and c o n se q u e n t ly  b e t t e r  a c q u a in t e d  with  
th e  o t h e r  books  m e n t io n e d )  w i l l  not  be a t  a l l  s u r p r i s e d  and shou ld  
have l i t t l e  t r o u b le  s e e in g  e q u i l i b r iu m  and h a r m o n y  a s  the  a d h e s iv e ,  
a s  it w e r e ,  of R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  a s  w e l l  a s  one  of t h e  m a i n  s t r i v i n g s  
of a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  In s h o r t ,  the  s i n c e r e  m a n  is one who 
h as  e x p e r i e n c e d  and  c an  ye t  a g a in  e x p e r i e n c e  e q u i l i b r i u m  and 
h a rm o n y ,  a s  s e t  f o r t h  in  The  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s ,  P r i n c i p l e s  
of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , S c ien c e  and  P o e t r y , and P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m : 
He is (Might  we s a y ? )  a s y n a e s t h e t i c  m an .  He a l s o  can  r e c o g n i z e  
and  u se  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .
C H A P T E R  II 
MIRRORS AND W H ET STO N ES
T h is  m a y  be a  c o n v en ien t  p l a c e  to  p a u s e  to  e x a m in e  o u r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to  s e e  w h e r e  it has  t a k e n  us and w h e r e  it is l ike ly  
to  l ea d ,  f o r  we wil l  then  be a l lo w in g  t h e  in v e s t ig a t i o n  to  a d v a n c e  
in  a way  an a lo g o u s  to the  d e v e lo p m e n t  of R i c h a r d s '  th in k ing  a s  
r e v e a l e d  in  h is  books .  If, a s  I hav e  been  s u g g e s t i n g ,  the 
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  concep t  is  the  s y n th e s i z in g  p r i n c i p l e  
(to u s e  A r i s t o t l e ' s  t e r m )  of R i c h a r d s '  w o rk ,  the  m a j o r  key to 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w ha t  he is ge t t ing  a t  and what  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  
r e s p o n s e  m ig h t  be ,  th e n  we m a y  l e g i t im a t e ly  e x p ec t  to  d i s c o v e r  it 
a s  a c o n s ta n t ,  a  b a s i c  poin t  of v iew f r o m  w h ich  he  n e v e r  r e a l l y  
d e p a r t s .  But w hen  we a s k  what  k ind of a  c o n s t a n t ,  we d i s c o v e r  
th a t  o u r  q u e s t io n  f ind s  i ts  a n s w e r  in the  r e s i l i e n t  a n d  o r g a n i c a l l y  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l  n a t u r e  of the  sp e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  concep t  i t s e l f :  
It i s  not s t a t i c .  It i s  a  f lu id  c o n ce p t  which  g ro w s  and  o r d e r s  
i t s e l f  m u c h  l ike  a  l iv ing  o r g a n i s m ,  a s  R i c h a r d s '  th in k in g  a d v a n c e s .  
And why n o t?  I n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  r e f i n e m e n t ,  o p e n n e s s ,  
and the  e x p r e s s e d  (o r  a t  l e a s t  s u p p r e s s e d )  c o n d i t io n a l  a r e  no t ,  
have  not been ,  and a r e  not l ike ly  to  b e c o m e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  fo r  
w a y s  in which  we ought to b e h av e  w hen  we s p e c u l a te  but  in s t e a d
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a r e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of w a y s  in w h ich  we do b e h av e  w hen  w e  s p e c u l a t e  
f ru i t fu l ly ,  t h a t  i s ,  when o u r  s t r i v i n g s  e v e n tu a te  in s o m e th in g  of 
u t i l i ty  in f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e i r  own f u r t h e r  a d v an c e .  T h e s e  c o n c e p ts  
m a y  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  be u se d  a s  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  only in a  c o n d i t io n a l  
s e t t i n g  in w h ich  a c e r t a i n  a im  is a c c e p t e d ,  a s  a p h y s i c i a n ’s 
p r e s c r i p t i o n  to a  p a t i e n t  a m o u n t s  to  say ing ,  "My d i a g n o s i s  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  if you w ish  to  a c h i e v e  b e t t e r  h e a l th ,  you m a y  f ind it he lpfu l  
to  fo l low m y  a d v ic e .  " T h e r e  is no g u a r a n t e e  th a t  th e  p h y s i c i a n ' s  
a d v ic e  wi l l ,  if fo l low ed ,  lead  the  p a t i e n t  to b e t t e r  h e a l th ,  and  
t h e r e  i s  s c a r c e l y  a  way fo r  the  p h y s i c i a n  to fo r c e  the  pa t ien t  to 
fol low h is  a d v ic e  (hopeful ly ,  indeed ,  not  even  the  d e s i r e :  c o n s i d e r
th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of e r r o n e o u s  d iag n o s is ) .
1. M enc iu s  on  the Mind 
P u r s u i n g  t h i s  f i g u r e ,  we hav e  in  M e n c iu s  on  th e  M ind1 
(1932) a  c o n d i t io n a l  " p r e s c r i p t i o n "  fo r  the  b e t t e r m e n t  of the  h e a l th  
of the  c u l t u r a l  body. M enc ius  on th e  Mind is a  r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  and 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of R i c h a r d s '  f o r m e r  th in k in g  a s  w e l l  a s  a  f r a m e w o r k  
and  guide fo r  f u r t h e r  sp e c u la t io n .  It i n c o r p o r a t e s  m a n y  s a l i e n t  
f e a t u r e s  of R i c h a r d s '  w o rk :  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  d ic h o to m y  of lang u ag e
*1. A. R i c h a r d s ,  M enc ius  on th e  Mind (New Y o rk :  H a r c o u r t ,
B race ,  and C o . ,  1932).
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u s e ,  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  c o n c i l i a t i o n  r a t h e r  th an  c o n q u e s t ,  i n t e r e s t  in 
C h i n e s e  ph i lo so p hy ,  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n ,  r e p e a t e d  u s e  of th e  f ig u re  
of the  i n s t r u m e n t  o r  m a c h in e ,  and the  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  con* 
c e p t  fu l ly  ex p la in e d  and e x e m p l i f i e d ,  though  not  ye t  c a l le d  by the  
n a m e  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  "
T he  s u b t i t l e  of M e n c iu s  on the M ind , E x p e r i m e n t s  in 
M ul t ip le  Def in i t ion ,  i s  a r r e s t i n g  b e c a u s e  it s u g g e s t s  th a t  R i c h a r d s  
m a y  a t  l a s t  d e vo te  e x p o s i to r y  e f fo r t  to  an  a s p e c t  of h is  w o rk  which  
he has  u s e d  r e p e a t e d l y  w ith  l i t t l e  o r  no e x p la n a t io n  of the  th in k in g  
behind  it .  Al though m u l t i p le  d e f in i t io n  has  b e e n  a n e a r  s e l f - e x p l a n ­
a to r y  d e v ic e ,  we w i l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  w e lc o m e  an  e lu c id a t io n  of i t s  
a i m s  and  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .  If, a s  I have  b e en  a rg u in g ,  t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  i s  R i c h a r d s '  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  th e n  we 
a r e  l ik e ly  to find, I th in k ,  t h a t  m u l t i p l e  de f in i t io n  is  a  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  
a p p l i c a t io n  of t h a t  con cep t .
We w i l l  do wel l  to  k e e p  in m in d  t h a t  R i c h a r d s '  v e ry  f r e q u e n t  
u s e  of the  t e r m  " i n s t r u m e n t "  (or  " a p p a r a t u s ,  " o r  " m a c h in e " ) ,  
n e a r l y  a lw ay s  with a  q u a l i f i e r  ( " s p e c u l a t i v e , "  " i n v e s t i g a t i v e , "  
e tc .  ), ^ i s  m o s t  o f ten  f i g u r a t iv e  in  a  way which  I shou ld  l ike  to
2
" i n s t r u m e n t  of e x p o s i t i o n "  (p. 21), " i n s t r u m e n t s  in t h in k in g " 
(p. 27), " m a c h i n e r y  . . .  by w h ich  to  e x p l o r e "  (p. 49), ^ T n te l lec tu a l  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  (p. 49), " lo g ic a l  m a c h i n e r y "  (p. 89), " a p p a r a t u s  of 
u n i v e r s a l s "  (p. 89), " i n s t r u m e n t s  fo r  g e n e r a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n "  (p. 93), 
" i n s t r u m e n t  in i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  (p. 125).
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d e s i g n a t e  a s  q u a s i - m e t a p h o r i c a l :  "A m a c h in e  to  th in k  w i th"  is  not
e n t i r e l y  a  m e t a p h o r ,  s in c e  th e  " m a c h i n e "  can  a c tu a l ly  fu nc t io n  a s  
a  m a c h in e  of a c e r t a i n  k ind ,  though  of a v a s t ly  d i f f e r e n t  kind f r o m  
w hich  we a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  to  th in k ing  about;  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of 
th i s  q u a s i - m e t a p h o r  i s  t h a t  th e  m a c h in e  i s  a l s o  of a  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
k ind f r o m  w hich  we a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  to  th ink ing  with  —h e n ce  th e  
m e n t a l  and p sy c h ic  shock ,  a s  w e l l  a s  the  e x t r e m e  r e l u c t a n c e  of 
m o s t  r e a d e r s  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  R i c h a r d s  r e a l l y  m e a n s  what  he s a y s .
I shou ld  l ike  a t  t h i s  point  to c a l l  a t t e n t io n  to  the  fac t  tha t  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  (as  yet  not u se d  a s  a  t e r m  by R i c h a r d s  
but n e v e r t h e l e s s  gu id ing  h is  w o rk  a s  a  c o n ce p t )  is p l u r a l ,  
s u g g e s t i n g  not  only the  p o s s ib i l i t y  of m o r e  t h a n  one  s p e c u la t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  but a l s o  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  of m o r e  th a n  one  kind of 
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  and co n v en ien t ly  so ,  s in c e  t h e r e  would  s e e m  
to be th e  l ike l iho o d  of m o r e  than  one p u r p o s e  and m o r e  th an  one  
kind of p u r p o s e  which  w ou ld  c a l l  fo r  th e  u se  of a s p e c u la t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t .  A v e r y  good e x a m p le  of th i s  is  p r o v id e d  by  the  e p ig r a p h  
to  M e n c iu s  on th e  M ind , a  q u o ta t ion  f ro m  T r o i l u s  and C r i s e y d e ,
Bk. I. , in  w h ich  P a n d a r e  t e l l s  T r o i l u s  th a t  "A w h e t s to n  is  no 
k e r v i n g  i n s t r u m e n t ,  /  And y e t  it m a k e th  s h a r p e  k e r v i n g - t o l i s .  " A 
w h e t s to n e  c e r t a i n l y  h a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  fun c t io n  f r o m  a c a r v i n g  to o l  and 
c o n se q u e n t ly  a v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  d e s ig n ,  but  i t  b e a r s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p
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to  a c a r v i n g  tool  w h ich  is  r e c i p r o c a l :  The  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  c a r v i n g
to o l ,  need  f o r  s h a r p n e s s ,  g e n e r a t e s  th e  n a t u r e  of the  w h e t s to n e ,  
a b i l i ty  to  s h a r p e n ;  and  th e  d e g r e e  of e x c e l l e n c e  of  the  w h e ts to n e  
d e t e r m i n e s  the  d e g r e e  of e x c e l l e n c e  of the  c a r v i n g  too l .  H e r e  
R i c h a r d s  i s  do ing  m o r e  than  s e l e c t i n g  a n  engag ing  e p i g r a p h —he 
i s  g iv ing  u s  a m e t a p h o r i c a l  c lu e  to  wha t  he i s  doing:  He i s ,  a s
he l a t e r  a d m i t s ,  not  a  t h o ro u g h  s c h o l a r  of C h i n e s e  s t u d i e s  (i. e.  , 
not a v e r y  s h a r p  c a r v i n g  to o l )  bu t  he  n e v e r t h e l e s s  hopes  by us ing  
a c e r t a i n  b a s i c  c o m p a r a t i v e  m e th o d  (a w h e t s to n e )  to  i m p r o v e  
f u r t h e r  C h i n e s e  s t u d i e s  and r e l a t e d  t o p i c s .  A s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t  m a y  be r e g a r d e d  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  a s  a  c a r v i n g  to o l  if c e r t a i n  
e n d s  a r e  a t  hand;  and m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  m a y  be r e g a r d e d  a s  a 
w h e t s to n e  fo r  s u c h  a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  in  w h ich  c a s e  m u l t i p l e  
d e f in i t io n  would i t s e l f  be a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  w i th  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  
e n d s  a t  hand .  In r e s p o n d i n g  to " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  " 
" in v e s t i g a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s ,  " " m a c h in e  to  th ink  with ,  " e tc .  a s  q u a s i ­
m e t a p h o r s ,  we w i l l  be w e l l  a d v i s e d  to  u n d e r s t a n d  tha t  " r e f i n e m e n t "  
i s  not  s y n o n y m o u s  with  " s h a r p e n i n g "  but r a t h e r  w i th  " m a k in g  b e t t e r  
s u i t e d  fo r  the  u s e s  fo r  w h ich  the i n s t r u m e n t  i s  d e s ig n e d .  " In 
t h i s  s e n s e ,  we m a y  th ink  of M e n c iu s  on the  Mind a s  a  m e t a p h o r i c a l  
w h e t s to n e ,  a  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  w h ic h  u s e s  a s  i t s  m e th o d  
m u l t i p l e  de f in i t io n  f o r  the  s a k e  of s h a r p e n i n g  th o s e  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  to w h ich  " s h a r p e n i n g "  a s  a  m e t a p h o r  is  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e
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c lu e  to  the  kind of  r e f i n e m e n t  t h e s e  i n s t r u m e n t s  need .  But we 
m u s t  not  f o r g e t  th a t  th e  w h e t s to n e  i t s e l f  n e e d s  r e f i n e m e n t .
In M e n c iu s  on the Mind the  p e a c e - m a k i n g  u r g e  is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
in  e v id e n ce .  It is  the  e v e r - p r e s e n t  a t t e m p t  by R i c h a r d s  to  m e d i a t e  
b e tw ee n  r i v a l  v i e w s ,  to b r in g  about  c o n c i l i a t io n  r a t h e r  than  
c o n q u e s t ,  to  t r y  to  a c h i e v e  e q u i l i b r i u m  and h a r m o n y —w h e t h e r  
b e tw ee n  in d iv id u a l s ,  g r o u p s ,  o r  n a t io n s  o r  w i th in  in d iv id u a ls ,  
g r o u p s ,  o r  n a t io n s .  What c a n  be g a ined  t h e r e b y  i s  w ha t  R i c h a r d s  
l a t e r  c a l l s  "b io p t ic  v i s io n ,  " a  m e t a p h o r  b a s e d  upon th e  p h e n o m e n o n  
of dep th  p e r c e p t i o n  be ing  ga ined  on ly  by the  u s e  of bo th  e y e s .
In M e n c iu s  on the  Mind, R i c h a r d s  s e e k s  to m e d i a t e  b e tw e e n  
e x c e e d in g ly  d i s p a r a t e  w o r l d - v i e w s ,  C h i n e s e  and W e s t e r n .  He 
c h o o s e s  M en c iu s  b e c a u s e  of h is  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  m o r a l i s t  and 
p h i lo s o p h e r  s e c o n d  in r e p u t a t i o n  on ly  to  C o n fu c iu s  and b e c a u s e  
M e n c iu s  h a s  s o m e  p a s s a g e s  of  p sy ch o log y  which  s e e m  v e r y  c lo s e  
to  R i c h a r d s '  a n a lo g o u s  f o r m u la t i o n s  d e s p i t e  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  in 
w o r l d - v i e w .  R i c h a r d s  p r o c e e d s  d e s p i t e  h i s  l im i t a t i o n s  in C h in e s e  
s c h o l a r s h i p  b e c a u s e  h is  a i m s  a r e  m o r e  b a s i c  than  C h i n e s e  s c h o l a r ­
sh ip  (in th a t  if h is  a i m s  a r e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  C h i n e s e  s c h o l a r s h i p  
and  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  e n d e a v o r s  cou ld  bene f i t  in m a n y  w a y s )  and 
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is  in ig n o r a n c e  the  a d v a n ta g e  th a t  th e  m o r e  b a s ic  
p r o b l e m s  a r e  not l ike ly  to o c c u r  so  a c u te ly  to  a  m o r e  f ac i le  
s c h o l a r .  O n e  i s  r e m i n d e d  of the  o u tsp o k e n  and  c l e a r - s i g h t e d  ch i ld
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in  th e  fab le  of t h e  e m p e r o r ' s  new c lo th e s .  O ne  i s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  
to  p u r s u e  a s tudy  of R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  by b r i n g in g  fo cu s  upon the  
b a s i c  p r o b l e m s  t h e r e .
R i c h a r d s ,  in  the  F o r e w o r d  to  M e n c iu s on  the  M ind , a d v a n c e s  
t h e  hope  th a t  h i s  e f f o r t s  w i l l  be ju s t i f i e d  d e s p i t e  the  high p r o b ­
a b i l i ty  th a t  h i s  c o m m e n t a r y  " m a y  be  a  t i s s u e  of  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s "
(p. xi).  F o r  he is a t t e m p t in g  l e s s  to e lu c id a t e  M enc iu s  t h a n  to 
b r in g  to  o u r  a t t e n t io n  c e r t a i n  l in g u i s t i c  p r o b l e m s  which  a r e  of 
e x t r e m e  i m p o r t a n c e  in th e  p r a c t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of t r a n s l a t i n g  f r o m  
one l ang u a g e  to  a n o th e r  and  in c o m m u n i c a t i n g  one c u l t u r e  to  a n o th e r ,  
t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  o f f e r in g  a c h a l l e n g e  to  t h o s e  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e i r  a n a lo g u e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of e d u ca t ion .
T he  s t a t e d  a im s  of M e n c iu s  on the  Mind a r e  (1) to e x a m in e  
C h i n e s e  m o d e s  of m e a n in g ,  (2) to show d i f f i c u l t i e s  of t r a n s l a t i o n ,
(3) to e x a m in e  o u r  m e th o d s  of c o n t r o l l i n g  m e a n in g ,  and (4) to  o f f e r  
a C h i n e s e  v iew  of p sy c h o lo g y  w h ich  b e a r s  upon s c i e n c e  and va lue .  
T he  only d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  a i m s  and  the  a i m s  of m o s t  of 
R i c h a r d s '  o th e r  books  is  th e  p r e s e n c e  of C h i n e s e ,  s e r v i n g  only to 
m a k e  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  wha t  he h a s  b een  do ing  a l l  a long .  He u r g e s  us  
no t  to e x p e c t  of th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  th a t  he be " r i g h t "  (in the  s e n s e  
of  g iv ing  c o r r e c t  a s  o p p o se d  to  i n c o r r e c t  a n s w e r s )  but  r a t h e r  th a t  
he be d a r i n g ,  w i l l in g  to  be " w r o n g "  if n e c e s s a r y  but a l s o  enab l ing  
u s  to bene f i t  f r o m  h i s  m i s t a k e s  ( r e f in e  i n s t r u m e n t s ? ) ,  a s  s o m e  of
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t h e  m o s t  h igh ly  r e g a r d e d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  have  been .
St i l l  in  the  F o r e w o r d ,  R i c h a r d s  a s s e r t s  th a t  in  the  " d i f f e r ­
ent  m o v e m e n t s  of t h e s e  s p e c u l a t i o n s "  (p. xiii)'* t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of th e  whole  and th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  p a r t s  w i l l  be  m u tu a l ly  
s u p p o r t i v e  in  t h a t  th e  p a r t s  a r e  to  be though t  of  in  r e l a t i o n  to  
the  o v e r a l l  a i m s  ( the r e q u i s i t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b e in g  o f  a  kind 
f a m i l i a r  to  the  c a r e f u l  r e a d e r  of  a n y  a n d / o r  a l l  e a r l i e r  w o r k s  by 
R i c h a r d s ) .  He a l s o  i n s i s t s  upon th e  u n l ik e l ih oo d  th a t  the  v iew of 
th e  m in d  w h ich  e m e r g e s ,  o s t e n s i b ly  t h a t  of M e n c iu s ,  w i l l  be  v e r y  
m u c h  l ik e  the  o r i g i n a l  b e c a u s e  of th e  p r e s e n t  l i m i t a t i o n s  of m e th o d .  
H e r e  w e  h a v e ,  i m p l i e d ,  a s  we m ig h t  by now e x p e c t  f r o m  R i c h a r d s ,
(1) £ th e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n d i t i o n a l ^  " i f  m y  a s s u m p t i o n s  a r e  r i g h t ,  then  
m y  c o n c l u s i o n s  follow . . . , "  (2) Q>penness]] "un t i l  a  b e t t e r  
m e th o d  c a n  be  d e v i s e d  . . . , "  (3) ^ r e f in e m e n t ]  "and  I a m  
s u g g e s t i n g  a  w ay  f o r  a  b e t t e r  m e th o d  . , . , " (4) Q n s t r u m e n t a l
d e p e n d e n c y  "which  w i l l  h e lp  u s  r e a l i z e  th e  d r a s t i c  n e c e s s i t y  of 
c o n s t r u i n g  t r a n s l a t i o n  and  m u tu a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a s  a  tw o -w a y  
s t r e e t ,  " t h e  fo u r  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ich  a r e  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .
R i c h a r d s  c o n t in u e s  to  w r i t e  a s  though  t h e  m a t t e r  of
♦3
Cf.  " the  l a s t  m o v e m e n t  of t h i s  m a c h i n e  to  th in k  w i th "  
( P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,  p. 287).
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s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  h as  been  s e t t l e d .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  he  e v en  
q u o te s  f r o m  S h a k e s p e a r e  a s  e p ig r a p h  to C h a p t e r  I of  M e nc iu s  on 
th e  Mind a p a s s a g e  f r o m  T r o i l u s  and  C r e s s i d a , i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e s e  
l in e s :  " F o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  t u r n s  not  to  i t s e l f / T i l l  it ha th  t r a v e l l ' d
and  is  m i r r o r e d  t h e r e / W h e r e  it m a y  s e e  i t s e l f "  (p. 1). A 
m i r r o r  a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  m a y  he lp  us  s e e  m o r e  
abou t  o u r s e l v e s ,  and a n  e x a m in a t io n  o f  C h in e s e  ph i lo so p hy  th ro u g h  
W e s t e r n  a n a ly t ic  m e t h o d s  m a y  t e l l  u s  m o r e  about  o u r  m e th o d s  th a n  
about  C h i n e s e  p h i lo so p h y .  So m u c h  th e  b e t t e r ,  but  if th e  m i r r o r  
r e v e a l s  a w h e t s to n e ,  let  u s  e x e r c i s e  s o m e  c a u t io n  in th e  m a n n e r  
in which  w e  a l low t h e s e  two i n s t r u m e n t s  to i n t e r a c t .
" I n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  i s  u s e d  in M e n c iu s  on  the  Mind a s  a  t e r m  
and co n ce p t  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  it w a s  used  in T he  M ean ing  of M eaning .  
R i c h a r d s  p r e d i c t s  th a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of M e n c iu s  i s  l ik e ly  to  be 
"an  a d v e n t u r e  a m o n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of though t  a n d  f e e l in g  r a t h e r  than  
an  e n c o u n t e r  w i th  f a c t s "  (p. 1), and he s u g g e s t s  t h a t  " p e r h a p s  th is  
shou ld  be so  a t  p r e s e n t  w i th  a l l  a n c ie n t  o r  f o re ig n  u t t e r a n c e s "
(p. 1). T h e  h in t  h e r e ,  in v iew of wha t  R i c h a r d s  h a s  s a id  about  
f ac t ,  thought ,  and  fee l ing ,  m a y  be  th a t  we should  r e s p o n d  to  m o s t  
u t t e r a n c e s ,  in c lu d in g  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o n e s ,  a s  the  kind o f  a d v e n tu r e  
m en t io n e d .
A m a j o r  d i f f icu l ty  in i n t e r p r e t i n g  M e n c iu s  is  th a t  C h i n e s e  
ph i lo sop h y  s e e m s  to  b y p a s s  e p i s te m o lo g y ,  hav ing  a s  i ts  ev iden t
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p u r p o s e  th e  p r o p a g a t io n  and  in c u lc a t io n  of w a y s  of th in k in g  and 
b e h av in g  w h ich  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s o c i e t a l  s a n c t io n ,  t h e r e  b e in g  no 
a t t e m p t  a t  a s k in g  f o r  e v id e n c e  to  s u p p o r t  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  T h e  fac t  
t h a t  fo r  M e nc iu s  t h e r e  i s  no s e p a r a t i o n  b e tw e e n  h u m a n  n a tu r e  and 
e x t e r n a l  n a t u r e  ( the  s a m e  w o rd  s ig n i fy in g  both)  s e r v e s  a s  su g g e s t io n ,  
s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  t h a t  the  a b s e n c e  of the  p r o b l e m  of know ledge  in 
C h i n e s e  though t ,  a s  c o n t r a s t e d  to  i t s  p r e s e n c e  in W e s t e r n  thought ,  
g ives  th e  C h in e s e  a  f a c i l i ty  and  f luency  w h ich  we l a c k ,  w h a t e v e r  
we g a in  o t h e r w i s e .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  a s  we c o m p a r e  v a r i o u s  p a s s a g e s  
f r o m  M e n c iu s  w ith  e a c h  o t h e r  a nd  d i s c o v e r  th a t  t h e i r  m e th o d  is  
th a t  of the  " i n d i r e c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  g u e s s "  (p. 7), a  m e th o d  u s e d  by 
p o e ts  ( S h a k e s p e a r e ,  fo r  e x a m p le ) ,  w e  m a y  f ind it a p p r o p r i a t e  to  
r e g a r d  M e nc iu s  m o r e  a s  a poet  th an  a s  a s y s t e m a t i c  p h i lo s o p h e r .
A f te r  a l l ,  R i c h a r d s  c o n t in u e s ,  we a r e  c o n c e r n e d  h e r e  not 
m e r e l y  w ith  t r a n s l a t i o n  but  w i th  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a s  
w e l l .  We want  to  know not ju s t  w ha t  M en c iu s  p ro b a b ly  s a id  in 
i t s  l i t e r a l  s e n s e ; w e  a l s o  w an t  to know i t s  to n e ,  fee l in g  and in te n t -  
ion (cf. d i s c u s s i o n  of P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m ). Such a n  " a t t e m p t  to 
e x p r e s s  a n c i e n t  C h i n e s e  th in k in g  w i th  E n g l i s h  a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t  would 
be  w o r t h  m a k in g  if it  d id  no m o r e  th a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  th e  d i s a c c o r d  
b e tw ee n  th e  two m e t h o d s  of though t  and  l a n g u a g e "  (p. 9). A f t e r  
u s in g  the  f i g u r e  of l an gu a g e  a s  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,
R i c h a r d s  g oes  on t o  show th a t  the  m e n t io n e d  a t t e m p t  could h e lp  the
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C h i n e s e  a s  m u c h  a s  it cou ld  h e lp  u s  not on ly  in  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  
d i s a c c o r d  but a l s o  in  r e f l e c t i n g ,  m i r r o r i n g ,  a s  it w e r e ,  to  th e m  
a s p e c t s  of t h e i r  own m o d e s  of t h in k in g  of which  th ey  would 
o t h e r w i s e  r e m a i n  u n a w a r e .  (It  co u ld  do th e  s a m e  fo r  u s ,  of 
c o u r s e :  Cf. th e  s t a t e d  a i m s  of M e nc iu s  on the  Mind) . Be th a t
a s  it m a y ,  w hen  we a t t e m p t  to  t r a n s l a t e ,  i n t e r p r e t ,  and  u n d e r ­
s tand  M e n c iu s ,  we m u s t  u s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of h is  though t  w h ic h  
a r e  s t r a n g e  to  u s  ( n o n s e p a r a t i o n  of h u m a n  and  e x t e r n a l  n a tu r e ,  
and a b s e n c e  of the  p r o b l e m  of k now ledge ,  f o r  e x a m p l e s )  a s  m e a n s  
of a l lo w in g  us  to  t a k e  into  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h is  in ten t io n  in o r d e r  not 
to m i s c o n s t r u e  h i s  s e n s e .  As R i c h a r d s  p u t s  it ,  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s  shou ld  be  "a  c a r d i n a l  point  f o r  our  g e n e r a l  e s t i m a t e  o f  the  
kind of though t  M e nc iu s  r e p r e s e n t s ,  and  shou ld  be no ted  a s  a 
w a r n in g  a g a i n s t  any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  w h ic h  g ive  h is  u t t e r a n c e s  a p r e ­
c i s i o n  t h a t  h i s  p u r p o s e s  did  not r e q u i r e "  (p. 11). It i s  th e
d i f f e r e n c e s  upon w h ich  we m u s t  focus  our  e f fo r t ,  f o r  M e n c iu s '  
a r g u m e n t s  " a r e  l e s s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  th a n  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  If we w ish  
to  know what  h i s  c o n c e p t io n s  of th e  m ind  w e r e  we m u s t  d e r i v e  
t h e m ,  c a u t io u s ly ,  f r o m  t h e s e  e d ic t s  and  be on  o u r  g u a rd  a g a i n s t  
m i s t a k i n g  the  e d i c t s  fo r  s t a t e m e n t s "  (pp. 61-62) .
T h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of a  w a y  to u n d e r s t a n d  M e n c iu s  on th e  
m in d ,  v iz .  , to  t r y  to  t a k e  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s  f o r  what  th ey  p u r p o r t  to  
be and  not  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ,  i s  e x e m p l i f i e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in R i c h a r d s '
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a t t e m p t  to  u n d e r s t a n d  a  c e r t a i n  c o n c e p t  w h ic h  M en c iu s  c a l l s  the  
c h ' i . R i c h a r d s  b e g in s  by l i s t i n g  th e  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n in g s  which  
M e n c iu s  s e e m s  to  apply  to c h ' i  in  v a r i o u s  u s a g e s :  " ' v e g e t a t i v e -
n a t u r e , '  ' p a s s i o n - n a t u r e ,  ' ' s p i r i t , '  ' v a p o u r , 1 ' b r e a t h , '  ' a n im a t i n g  
p r i n c i p l e , '  o r  ' v i t a l  e n e r g i e s ' "  (p. 32). By th u s  c l e a r i n g  up th e  
a m b ig u i ty  of c h ' i , R i c h a r d s  h a s  d e v e lo p ed  a  t e n t a t i v e  m u l t i p l e  d e f ­
in i t io n  f r o m  which (and with w h ich )  to  p r o c e e d .  The  next  s t e p  is 
to  t r y  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c h ' i  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  m in d ,  a t a s k  m a d e  
d i f f icu l t  by M e n c iu s '  f a i l u r e  to d i s t in g u i s h  c l e a r l y  b e tw e e n  " m in d "  
and  "w i l l " :  they  s e e m  to  be s y n o n y m s .  At an y  r a t e ,  M e n c iu s  does  
s a y  th a t  th e  wil l  i s  the  r u l e r  of th e  c h ' i , a nd  ye t  M e n c iu s  i s  
r e s p e c t e d  by h i s  d i s c i p l e s  f o r  h i s  g r e a t  s k i l l  in  c u l t i v a t in g  and  
d ev e lo p in g  h is  own c h ' i ; and  R i c h a r d s  s u g g e s t s  tha t  in th i s  s e n s e  
c h ' i  m a y  be  r e g a r d e d  a s  an  i m p u l s e - s y s t e m  a n d  th a t  c u l t i v a t in g  and  
d e v e lo p in g  it is  a  m a t t e r  of h av ing  a g ro w in g  o r d e r  in the  m in d  (cf. 
s y n a e s t h e s i s ) .
M enc ius  i l l u s t r a t e s  the  c h ' i  by a  p a r a b l e  ( the p a r a b l e  of  th e  
m a n  of Sung) in w h ich  a m a n  g rew  im p a t ie n t  a t  th e  s lo w  g r o w th  of 
v e g e t a b l e s  w h ich  he had  p la n te d  and  pu l led  on  th e m  in an  a t t e m p t  to 
s p e e d  up t h e i r  g r o w th  but s u c c e e d e d  only in p u l l in g  th e  p la n t s  out 
of th e  g round  a n d  k i l l in g  t h e m .  T h e  m o r a l  of th e  s t o r y ,  s a y s  
R i c h a r d s ,  i s  t h a t  " the  c h ' i  should  not  be n e g le c t e d ,  but e q u a l ly  it 
shou ld  not be  i n t e r f e r e d  with :  w e e d in g  is n e c e s s a r y ,  but  f o r c i n g
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i s  i n j u r i o u s "  (p. 35), It  is  i n ju r i o u s ,  a n  im p e d i m e n t  to  th e  d e v e l ­
o p m e n t  of a  g ro w in g  o r d e r  in  the  m in d ,  to  f o r c e  th e  c h ' i  ( im p u ls e  - 
s y s t e m ,  e tc )  in e i t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  in h ib i t io n  o r  o v e r e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  
T h i s  i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  of th e  c o m m e n t s  in S c i e n c e  and  P o e t r y  abou t  
c o n c i l i a t i o n  and c o n q u e s t  a s  w e l l  a s  the  v a lu e  t h e o r y  in P r i n c i p l e s  
of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m .  T h e  w i l l  m a y  be the  r u l e r  of th e  c h ' i  but  
s o m e  k ind  of c o n c i l i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  the  w i l l  and  the c h ' i  is p r e f e r a b l e  
to  c o n q u e s t  of the c h ' i  by th e  w i l l ,  o r  so  M e nc iu s  s e e m s  to  be 
s a y i n g — ju s t  what  kind of c o n c i l i a t io n  r e m a i n s  to  be seen .
T he  va lue  t h e o r y  which  su c h  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  l e a d s  u s  to 
s e e m s  to  be s i m i l a r  in M e n c iu s  to  R i c h a r d s '  a n a lo g o u s  view of 
t h e  m in d  in P r i n c i p l e s  of  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,  w h e r e  no o u t s id e  
m o r a l  c r i t e r i a  w e r e  u s e d  to  e v a lu a t e  m e n t a l  s t a t e s  but  r a t h e r  th e  
d e g r e e  of o r d e r e d  d e v e lo p m e n t  w h ic h  v a r i o u s  mari tal  s t a t e s  d i s p la y e d .  
A s  w ith  R i c h a r d s ,  M e n c iu s  s e e m s  to  hold th a t  o r d e r i n g  and f u l ­
f i l lm e n t  of the  m in d  a r e  v a lu a b le  b e c a u s e  it i s  b e t t e r  to  hav e  a n  
o r d e r e d  and  fu l f i l l ed  m in d  th an  to  have  a l e s s e r  d e g r e e  of d e v e l o p ­
m e n t .  R i c h a r d s  s a y s  t h a t  M e n c iu s '  c o n c e p t io n  of n a t u r e  (h u m a n  and 
e x t e r n a l )  and of  v a lu e  " w a s  in t e r m s  of  a c t iv i t y  o r  in c ip ie n t  
a c t i v i t y —an a c t iv i ty  w h ic h ,  if p e r m i t t e d ,  t e n d e d  a lw a y s  to  s e l f ­
d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h is  t e n d e n c y  to s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t —to  th e  fu l f i l lm e n t  
of the  m i n d —w a s  w ha t  he  m e a n t  by i t s  g o o d n e s s "  (p. 71).
The  c h ' i  is  good b e c a u s e  th e  b o d y 's  w e l l - b e i n g  d e p e n d s  upon
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it and  i t s  c a r e f u l  c u l t iv a t io n .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  R i c h a r d s  i n t e r p r e t s ,  
" th e  w i l l  in  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  c h !i m u s t  do it no  v i o l e n c e "  (p. 72).
It  would  s e e m  a t  f i r s t  g la n c e  th a t  M e n c iu s  i s  r e c o m m e n d i n g  th a t  
th e  c h ’i be g iv en  f r e e  r e i n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  not  be r e p r e s s e d ,  by th e  
w i l l .  But so  s i m p l e  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  d o e s  not do j u s t i c e  to  
M e n c iu s ;  fo r  M e n c iu s  s e e m s  to  r e g a r d  th e  m i n d ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  a s  
a l l  i m p o r t a n t ,  he s e e m s  not  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw ee n  m in d  and  w i l l ,  
he p o s i t s  in ev i tab le  c o n f l i c t  b e tw e e n  w i l l  and  c h ’i , and  he d e c l a r e s  
t h a t  th e  w i l l  i s  the  r u l e r  of th e  c h ’i,  a l l  t h e  w h i le  i n s i s t i n g  th a t  
t h e  c h ' i  and  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t  a r e  a s  e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  b o d y 's  w e l l ­
be ing  a s  the  m in d  and  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  We a r e  b ro u g h t  b a c k  to  
t h e  q u e s t io n  of w ha t  kind of c o n c i l i a t i o n  M e n c iu s  is  r e c o m m e n d i n g .
R i c h a r d s '  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is :
T he  s u s t a i n in g  of th e  m in d  m a y  be th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of 
th e  m i n d ' s  o r  w i l l ' s  i n t e g r i t y ,  i t s  s i n g l e n e s s .  The  
a d e p t ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  th a t  h is  s t r e n g t h  c o m e s  f r o m  h is  
v a s t  c h ' i —th e  'body  of d e s i r e ' —is  c a r e f u l  not to  
f r u s t r a t e  any of h i s  d e s i r e s .  But by 'no t  b e in g  w ha t  
he i s  not* a n d  'no t  d e s i r i n g  w h a t  he d o e s  not  d e s i r e '
. . . , he c o n t r i v e s  bo th  to  d e c r e a s e  th e  n u m b e r  of 
d e s i r e s  and  to  p lac e  h i m s e l f —a s  th e  c h ' i ' s  c o m m a n d e r — 
in  th e  c o n t r o l l i n g  p o s i t io n  of be ing  a b le  to  m a k e  a l l  
p a r t i e s  in th e  c h ' i  s u p p o r t  h is  a u th o r i ty  (pp. 7 3-74) .
T he  p lan t  is  i n ju r e d  if s t i f l e d  o r  f o r c e d ,  bu t  it f l o u r i s h e s  with  
c a r e f u l  w a t e r i n g ,  w e e d in g ,  p ru n in g ,  and f e r t i l i z in g ,  and  i t s  g ro w th  
c an  and shou ld  be gu ided .
T h i s  kind of " c o n c i l i a t i o n "  m a y  be  r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  by a 
g a r d e n e r ,  but  i t s  a p p l i c a t io n  to  ph i lo so p h y  and p sy ch o lo g y  by  a
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t h i n k e r  c o n d i t io n ed  by W e s t e r n  c u l t u r e  i s  u n l ik e ly  b e c a u s e  o f  i ts
s t r a n g e n e s s  to  h im .  On t h i s  m a t t e r  R i c h a r d s  s a y s  of M en c iu s  th a t
a d r o i t n e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r c e ,  p e r s u a s i o n  r a t h e r  
t h a n  bu l ly ing  i s  h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  in the  
m a n a g e m e n t  of the  w i s h e s .  H i s  a t t i tu d e  to 
h i m s e l f  a n d  to  t h o s e  f a c t io n s  in h i m s e l f  which  
m ig h t  c h a l l e n g e  h i s  s u p r e m a c y  i s  m a r k e d l y  
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th a t  w h ic h  J u d a i s m  h a s  g iven 
to  th e  W est .  T he  W il l  i s  fo r  h im a R u l e r  and 
th e  C onfuc ian  c o n c e p t io n  of a n  idea l  R u l e r  i s  
a lw a y s  of one  who r u l e s  by b e n e v o le n c e ,  by 
c a r i n g  fo r  th e  i n t e r e s t s  of the  g o v e rn e d ,  by 
c o n se n t .  To t a k e  up a r m s  a g a i n s t  h i s  s u b j e c t s  
i s  th e  m a r k  of a b ad  R u l e r ,  who h as  not 
p e r f o r m e d  h i s  d u t i e s  and  d e s e r v e s  to be d e p o se d .
M e n c iu s  k e e p s  the  c o n c e p t io n  u n c h a n g e d  in app ly ing  
it to  the  wil l  (p. 74).
In th i s  p a s s a g e ,  and  in th e  e n t i r e  d i s c u s s i o n  of the  c h ' i ,
fu l f i l l ing  the  m in d  s e e m s  to  be  e q u iv a le n t  to  e q u i l i b r i u m ,  and 
m a n a g e m e n t  of the  c h ' i  s e e m s  to  be e q u iv a le n t  to h a r m o n y ,
e q u i l i b r i u m  and h a r m o n y  {from th e  Chung Yung) be ing  th e  n e c e s s a r y  
and  su f f ic ie n t  i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  what  i s  c a l l e d  s i n c e r i t y  in th e  
C hung  Y ung  (cf. M e n c iu s  on  th e  Mind, p. 41, and d i s c u s s i o n  of 
P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  a b o v e )  and s y n a e s t h e s i s  in The F o u n d a t io n s  of
A e s t h e t i c s .  T he  s y n a e s t h e t i c  m a n ,  who h a s  a c h i e v e d  the  p r o p e r
c o n c i l i a t io n  b e tw ee n  h is  w i l l  and  h is  c h ' i ,  i s  a l s o  a s i n c e r e  m an ;
th e  s a m e  kind o f  c o n c i l i a t i o n  is  a l s o  a p p r o p r i a t e  fo r  th e  n a t io n  
w h ich  h o p e s  to d e v e lo p  i t s e l f  and f o r  a  w o r ld  which  ho p e s  to  guide 
and de v e lo p  i t s e l f ,  t ak in g  into  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s
of i t s  v a r i o u s  n a t io n s :  F o r  R i c h a r d s  a s  fo r  M e n c iu s ,  w hen  one
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s p e a k s  of  th e  s i n c e r e ,  s y n a e s t h e t i c  m a n ,  one  i s  a l s o  s p e a k in g  
im p l i c i t ly ,  m u t a t i s  m u t a n d i s ,  of s i n c e r e ,  s y n a e s t h e t i c  n a t io n s  and 
a s i n c e r e ,  s y n a e s t h e t i c  w o r ld .
M ul t ip le  d e f in i t io n  is  a  p e c u l i a r l y  w e l l - s u i t e d  i n s t r u m e n t  
fo r  s tu d y in g  M e n c iu s  b e c a u s e  of th e  m a n y  a m b i g u i t i e s  in h i s  w o rk ,  
fo r  e x a m p le  the  n o n s e p a r a t i o n  of h u m a n  n a t u r e  and e x t e r n a l  n a tu r e  
(o r  a t  l e a s t  the  u s e  of the  w o rd  " H s in g "  to  s ign i fy  e i t h e r  o r  both) 
and  th e  d i f f e r e n t  p o s s ib l e  m e a n i n g s  of " c h ' i . " But w ith  m u l t i p l e  
d e f in i t io n  we do m o r e  th a n  l i s t  v a r i a n t  p o s s ib l e  r e a d i n g s —we u se  
i t  a s  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  m a k in g  a t e n t a t i v e  c h o ic e  a m o n g  t h e m ;  and 
th i s  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  n e e d s  c o n s t a n t  e x a m in a t io n  {for th e  s a k e  of 
r e f i n e m e n t ) .  At b e s t  it i s  "a  g e n e r a l i z e d  t e c h n iq u e  by which  
m e a n in g s  of a l l  k inds  on a l l  n e c e s s a r y  o c c a s i o n s  can  be  s y s t e m a t ­
i c a l ly  d i s p l a y e d "  (p. 28). It i s  a l s o  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e c a u s e  M e nc iu s  
h i m s e l f  s e e m s  to  be c o m m i t t e d  to  a s o m e w h a t  s i m i l a r  m e tho d o log y :  
R i c h a r d s  q u o te s  h im  a s  s a y in g  " 'W hy  I d i s l i k e  h o ld ing  to  one point  
i s  th a t  it i n j u r e s  th e  tap  ( the way o r  p r in c ip le ) .  It t a k e s  up 
one  point  and  d i s r e g a r d s  a  h u n d r e d  o t h e r s ' "  (p. 35). M e n c iu s  d o e s  
not e x ac t ly  use  m u l t i p le  d e f in i t io n ,  but he d o e s  s e e m  to be  th e  
kind of f luid p h i lo s o p h e r  R i c h a r d s  l ik e s  and  t r i e s  to  be ,  a t t e m p t in g  
to  expand  h is  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of a n  idea  by c o m p a r i n g  and  c o n t r a s t i n g  
i t s  v a r i o u s  s e n s e s .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  we m u s t  not  a s s u m e  th a t  the  C h in e s e  p h i lo s o p h e r s
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w e r e  u n a w a r e  of th e  a m b i g u i t i e s  in  t h e i r  w o r k  o r  th a t  the  
a m b i g u i t i e s  did not  have  a  p u r p o s e .  R i c h a r d s  i n s i s t s  th a t  "we a r e  
not l ike ly  to u n d e r s t a n d  th e m  if we su p p o se  t h a t  th ey  w e r e  m e r e l y  
doing w ha t  we would  l ike  t h e m  to be  doing, but  w i th  a b a r b a r o u s l y  
in a d e q u a te  and  co n fu sed  t e r m in o l o g y .  It is m u ch  m o r e  p r o b a b le  
th a t  t h i s  e m p lo y m e n t  of one w o rd  f o r  so m a n y  u s e s  had a p u r p o s e  
(if an u n c o n s c io u s  one). It is  o u r  b u s i n e s s ,  if we can ,  to  d i s ­
c o v e r  what  th i s  p u r p o s e  w a s "  (p. 58). And o u r  b u s i n e s s ,  in  t h i s  
c a s e  is  to  app ly  (and to e x a m in e  th e  n a t u r e  of) m u l t i p l e  de f in i t ion .
R ic h a r d s  c a l l s  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  p o te n t i a l ly  a  t e c hn iq ue  
which m a y  be u s e d  fo r  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  in 
t r a n s l a t i n g ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g  and ,  hopefu l ly ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  M e n c iu s  on 
th e  m in d .  It c a n  be a p a r t i c u l a r l y  u se fu l  t e c h n iq u e  b e c a u s e  it can  
he lp  u s  so lv e  such  p r o b l e m s  a s  how to p r e v e n t  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 
an a l i e n  t r a d i t i o n  f r o m  be in g  m e r e l y  o u r  own c o n c e p t io n s  in d i s ­
gu ise  o r  on the  o t h e r  hand  w h e t h e r  it is  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  u s  to u n l e a r n  
a  whole  t r a d i t i o n  and l e a r n  a n o th e r  and  w h e t h e r  th en  we a r e  not  s t i l l  
left  w i th  a  p r o b l e m  of t r a n s l a t i o n .  "T o  put i t  m o r e  p r e c i s e l y ,  can  
we m a i n t a i n  two s y s t e m s  of th in k in g  in o u r  m in d s  without  r e c i p r o c a l  
in fec t ion  and y e t  in  s o m e  way m e d i a t e  b e tw e e n  t h e m ? "  (p. 87).
T h e s e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  not new ,  but  m u l t i p le  d e f in i t io n  m a y  be  a b le  
to  get a t  them  in  a new way  by b r in g in g  th e m  out " in to  the  f ie ld  of 
a r g u a b l e  m e th o d o lo g y "  (p. 87); and s in c e  the  t e c h n iq u e  for  g e t t ing
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th e  p r o b l e m  into m e th o d o lo g y  is i t s e l f  a m e th o d o lo g y ,  i t  i n v i te s  
c o n s t a n t  e x a m in a t io n  of i t s e l f  t o w a r d  the  end o f  r e f i n e m e n t ,  
r e p a i r ,  o r  r e p l a c e m e n t .
One  p r o b l e m  in i n t e r p r e t i n g  M enc iu s  is  th a t  t h e  sy m b o l ic  
fu n c t io n  of la n g u a g e  is  f r e q u e n t ly  a b s e n t  in  h i s  w ork .  If, s a y s  
R i c h a r d s  ( r e f e r r i n g  to  t h e s e  d i s t in c t io n s  m a d e  in P r a c t i c a l  
C r i t i c i s m ) , we a g r e e  t h a t  m o s t  l i t e r a r y  m e a n in g s  hav e  s e n s e ,  tone ,  
f ee l in g ,  and  in ten t io n ,  and  if we a g r e e  t h a t  th e  s y m b o l ic  u s e  of 
la n g u a g e  is  c o v e r e d  by th e  f i r s t  of t h e s e ,  we m a y  f ind o u r s e l v e s  
f r e q u e n t ly  h av ing  to  g e t  a lo n g  a s  w e l l  a s  we c a n  w i th  the  o t h e r  
t h r e e  in su c h  i n s t a n c e s  a s  M e n c iu s '  l ang u a g e  u s e  is  p u r e ly  e m o t iv e .
But h e r e ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  we m u s t  avo id  d og m at ic  a s s u m p t i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  a n a l o g ie s  in d i f f e r e n t  th in k ing  s y s t e m s .  It  would be un ­
w i s e ,  s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  t o  fit  M e n c i u s '  tho u g h t  in to  a  f r a m e w o r k  
ta k e n  f r o m  A r i s t o t l e  o r  K an t  (or  R ic h a r d s ) ;  "and the  a s s i m i l a t i o n  
of Buddh is t  o r  V e d an ta  p h i lo so p h ic  a p p a r a t u s  to  o u r  W e s t e r n  
m a c h i n e r y  i s  p ro b a b ly  not m u c h  w i s e r "  (p. 90). R i c h a r d s  i s  
a l e r t i n g  us  to th e  p o t e n t i a l  i n c o m p a t ib i l i ty  (cf. m i r r o r  and w h e t ­
s to n e ,  abov e)  of sp e c i f i c  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  (Vedanta  p h i lo ­
soph ic  a p p a r a t u s :  W e s t e r n  ^philosophic^  m a c h i n e r y )  and  i s  o f f e r in g
a s  a way  to  o v e r c o m e  t h i s  in c o m p a t ib i l i t y  th e  p r in c ip le  of o p e n n e s s ,  
a n  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  any  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  a s  
r e v e a l e d  in a t h i r d  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  m u l t i p le  de f in i t ion ,
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" the  hab i t  . . .  of a c c o m p a n y in g  any d e f in i t io n  o r  d i s t in c t io n  we 
m a k e  u s e  of w i th  a  s e t  of r i v a l  d e f in i t io n s  in th e  b a c k g r o u n d  of 
th e  m in d "  (p. 90). T h i s  " a b i l i ty  to  u s e  l o g ic a l  a p p a r a t u s  
t e n t a t i v e l y "  (p. 90) i s  t h e  only way  R i c h a r d s  s e e s  to  avoid  d o g m a  
and k e ep  a l i v e  th e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  i m p u l s e ,  and i t  i s  a  m e th o d  which  
he h a s  b e e n  u s in g  a l l  a long:  one  n eed  only i n s t a n c e  T he
F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s , T h e  M e an in g  of M e a n in g , and  
P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m .
R i c h a r d s  i s  no t  s a t i s f i e d  th a t  m u l t i p l e  de f in i t io n  a s  he 
u n d e r s t a n d s  it a n d  a s  he u s e s  it  is  y e t  good enough to  q ua l i fy  a s  
th e  kind o f  t e c h n iq u e  he h a s  been  a d v o c a t in g ,  but he d o e s  a d v a n c e  
it a s  a  p lan  fo r  a  t e c h n iq u e  and  a s k s  the  r e a d e r  to  e v a lu a te  it a s  
a p lan.  T h i s  g iv e s  the  r e a d e r  a c h a n c e  to  e x a m in e  the  p la n  on 
i ts  m e r i t s  a s  s u c h  and in v i t e s  th e  r e a d e r  to  w o r k  out  h i s  own 
t e c h n iq u e .  And h e r e  we have  one  m o r e  of the  n u m e r o u s  i n s t a n c e s  
of R i c h a r d s '  a s k i n g  the  r e a d e r  to  do a l i t t l e  w o r k ,  to  d e v e lo p  a 
l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  h i s  own w h ic h  i s  c a p a b le  of c h e c k in g  up on 
i t s e l f ,  a  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  ou t look ,  a s  it  w e r e .  It  is  p e r ­
h a p s  not  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  th a t  r e a d e r s  who do not l ike  to be r e m i n d e d  
th a t  th ey  m a y  have  t o  do s o m e  th in g s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  would d e c l in e  
R ic h a rd  s '  inv i ta t  ion ,
R i c h a r d s  e x te n d s  th e  in v i ta t io n  anyw ay  and  s a y s  th a t  the  
a c c e p t a n c e  of m u l t i p l e  de f in i t ion  a s  a p lan  fo r  a  t e c h n iq u e  f o r
102
c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d i e s  (in t r a n s l a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  in o th e r  a c t iv i t i e s  
w h e r e  it h a s  a p p l ic a t io n )  m ig h t  b r i n g  abou t  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  chan g e  
f o r  th e  b e t t e r  in ph i lo sophy  by r e p l a c i n g  c o m b a t iv e  d i s p u ta t i o n  with  
d ia lo g ue  in w h ic h  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  would  w o r k  to w a rd  a m u tu a l  goal .  
The  a d v a n ta g e  would be "a  s t r a n g e  p e a c e  in p h i lo so p h y "  (p. 93) 
m u c h  m o r e  e ff ic ien t  than  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  " c o m b a t i v e  hab i t ,  " fo r  
" w a r f a r e  in th e  i n t e l l e c tu a l  w o r ld  a s  in th e  p h y s i c a l  i s  a  w a s t e f u l  
s u r v i v a l "  (p. 93).
M ult ip le  de f in i t io n ,  to be t h o ro u g h ,  m u s t  in c lu d e  a l i s t i n g  
n o t  only of th e  s e n s e s  ( s y m b o l ic  u s e s )  of a w o r d  but  a l s o  of the  
g e s t u r e s  ( em o t iv e  u s e s )  of th e  s a m e  w o r d ,  R i c h a r d s  co n te n d s  
(p. 99), giving u s  a r e f i n e m e n t  of th e  c o ncep t  of m u l t i p le  d e f in i t ion  
h e r e t o f o r e  u n e x p r e s s e d .  He th e n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h i s  r e f i n e m e n t  by 
f i r s t  giving a m u l t i p l e  de f in i t io n  of the  s e n s e s  of the  w o rd  
" b e a u t i fu l ,  " m u ch  th e  s a m e  a s  in T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  and 
T he  M ean ing  of M e a n in g . He th e n  show s th e  n e c e s s i t y  of c o n s i d ­
e r i n g  th e  g e s t u r e s  a s  w e l l  a s  the  s e n s e s ,  th e  n e c e s s i t y  a r i s i n g  
f r o m  the  fac t  th a t  u t t e r a n c e s  which a r e  g e s t u r e s  o r d i n a r i l y  h a v e  the  
s a m e  g r a m m a t i c a l  f o r m  a s  do u t t e r a n c e s  w h ich  a r e  s e n s e s  and  
c o n se q u e n t ly  r e q u i r e  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s .  (Cf. d i s c u s s i o n  of the  
s y n ta c t i c a l l y  h idden  i m p e r a t i v e ,  T he  M ean ing  of  M e a n in g ). To show
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how m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  m ig h t  h e lp  us  out of t h i s  p r e d i c a m e n t ,  he
l i s t s  th e  fo l lowing
G e s t u r e s  of B E A U T I F U L .
X is  beaut ifu l=
(1) 'S o m e th in g  h e r e  w o r t h  w h i l e ! '  The
w o r d  i s  m e r e l y  a  s ig n a l  to  a n  a t t i t u d e -
e x p e c ta n t  a t t en t io n ;  r e a d y  to d e ve lop ,  w i th
the  p e r s i s t e n c e  of th e  a t t e n t io n ,  in to  a b s o r p t io n  
and c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  c h o ic e  and a f f e c t iv e  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  All  t h i s  can  happen  r i g h t  up 
to full a c c e p t a n c e  o r  ful l  r e j e c t i o n ,  w i thou t ,  it 
s e e m s ,  any but th e  m e r e s t  and  v a g u e s t  
s e n s e - r e f e r e n c e  o c c u r r i n g .
(2) 'I have  a c e r t a i n  ' f e e l i n g ' ! 1 T he  fee l in g  
can  r a n g e  f r o m  m e r e  l ik ing  up  to v e ry  f inely  
d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  r e s p o n s e s  — f r o m  a con d i t ion  fo r  
which  ' p r e t t y ! '  ' l o v e l y ! '  ' s w e l l ! '  would be  
a c c e p t e d  s u b s t i t u t e s ,  to  a  r e s p o n s e  w h ich  would 
r e j e c t  any s u c h  s u b s t i t u t e  w ith  v io le n c e .  O f ten  
the  f e e l in g  is  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  g e n e r a l i t y  and 
v a l id i ty  f e e l in g s  w h ich  s u p p o r t  it ,  and give 
c o n f id e n ce  and sa n c t io n .  'I, and  e v e r y  d e c e n t  
p e r s o n  too,  would  have  t h i s  f e e l i n g ! '
(3) It is good th a t  th i s  e x i s t s !  I m p e r s o n a l  
f e e l in g  of a p p ro v a l :  'A d m i r a b l e ! '  O r  l e s s
i m p e r s o n a l  a p p ro v a l :  ' D e s i r a b l e ! '
(4) T on e  g e s t u r e s  a s  in 'W hat  a b e au t i fu l  
b a b y ! 1 With o r  without  i r o n ic  c o m p l i c a t i o n s .
(5) I m p e r a t i v e s .  'A c c e p t  i t ,  r e c e i v e  i t ,  s u b m i t  
to to  i t ,  e x p lo r e  i t ! '
(6) F e e l i n g  o f  s ig n i f i c a n c e .  'L o  and b e h o l d ! '
It i s  not  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  t h i s  th a t  any s e n s e  of 
w h a t  i s  s ig n i f ied  should d e v e lo p  (pp. 103-104) .
T he  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  his u s e  of m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n
w i th  r e s p e c t  to " b e a u t i fu l "  in M e n c iu s  on th e  Mind on the  one  hand
and  The  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s  and  T h e  M ean ing  of M ean ing  on
th e  o t h e r  hand  is  th a t  in Menc ius on t he Mind he s e p a r a t e s  the  l i s t  
of s e n s e s  f ro m  th e  l i s t  of g e s t u r e s ,  w h e r e a s  in  th e  f o r m e r  books
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g e s t u r e s  and  s e n s e s  w e r e  l i s t e d  t o g e t h e r  (but d i s t in g u i s h e d :  cf.
r e l e v a n t  d i s c u s s i o n s  abov e) .  What R i c h a r d s  w an ts  u s  to  r e a l i z e  is 
th a t  the  s e e m i n g  in ad e q u ac y  of any de f in i t io n  of th e  s e n s e  of a  w ord  
is  e x p la in a b le  in p a r t  by th e  " f a s h io n  in w h ich  the g e s t u r e  func t ions  
invade  the  s e n s e  fu n c t io n s "  (p. 104): T he  fac t  t h a t  w o r d s  l ik e
" b ea u t i fu l "  do h av e  e m o t iv e  im p o r t  m a k e s  u n c o n v in c in g  any d e f i ­
n i t ions  w h ich  fa i l  to  t ak e  t h i s  fac t  into  a cc o u n t .  H o w e v e r ,  no 
m a t t e r  what  we g a in  in th e  way of t h o r o u g h n e s s  t h ro u g h  m u l t i p l e  
de f in i t ion ,  we n e v e r t h e l e s s  m u s t  not e x p ec t  c o m p l e t e n e s s  o r  f ina l i ty ,  
a s  e v id e n ce d  by R i c h a r d s '  in junc t ion  th a t  " the  e s s e n c e  of the  m e th o d  
i s  i ts  t e n t a t i v e n e s s  and f r e e d o m "  (p. 105). "T h e  m e t h o d "  h e r e  
m a y  be  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  " m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n "  and  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s ,  " in the  s e n s e  th a t  o p e n n e s s  is  an a t t r i b u t e  of both .
R i c h a r d s  th en  l i s t s  t e n t a t i v e  m u l t i p l e  de f in i t io n s  of " k n o w ­
led g e "  ( s e n s e s ) ,  " t r u t h "  ( s e n s e s  and  g e s t u r e s ,  u s in g  th e  t r i a n g l e  
d i a g r a m  f r o m  T he  M eaning  of M ean in g ) , and  " o r d e r "  ( s e n s e s ) .
T h e s e  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n s  m a k e  no c l a im  to  c o m p l e t e n e s s  but  a r e  
r a t h e r  done  in th e  s p i r i t  of u s ing  and  e x a m in in g  a  "p lan  fo r  a 
te c h n iq u e ,  " and we a r e  b r o u g h t  b ack  to  th e  c o ncep t  of m u l t i p l e  
de f in i t ion  a s  a w h e t s to n e :  "Any c o n s i d e r e d  l i s t s ,  h o w e v e r  i m p e r f e c t ,
w hose  p r o c e d u r e  w a s  e x p l i c i t ly  s t a t e d  in d i s c u s s a b l e  f o r m  would 
he lp  e n o r m o u s l y  t o w a r d s  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of b e t t e r  l i s t s "  (p. 124).
As w a s  po in ted  out  abo v e ,  a w h e t s to n e  is  an  i n s t r u m e n t ,  too.
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it c a n  du l l  a s  w el l  a s  s h a r p e n ,  d e p en d ing  upon the  
type  of i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th  o th e r  i n s t r u m e n t s  to which  i t  is  su b j e c t e d .  
R i c h a r d s  ho p e s  th a t  a s  a n  " i n s t r u m e n t  in i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  m u l t ip le  
de f in i t io n  c a n  dul l  the  i m p u l s e s  to  and  m e a n s  f o r  c o n q u e s t  and 
s h a r p e n  th e  i m p u l s e s  to and m e a n s  fo r  c o n c i l i a t io n :  "Noth ing  cou ld
b e t t e r  c o n d u ce  to  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e tw e e n  th e  C h i n e s e  and  the  W es t  
th an  w e l l - p r e p a r e d  t a b l e s  of the  r a n g e s  of o u r  p r i n c i p a l  m o r a l  
t e r m s  and t h e i r s "  (p. 125). T h is  i s  a n  e x a m p le  of th e  p e a c e - m a k i n g
p o te n t i a l  of the  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  a s  e v id e n ce d  in 
m u l t ip le  de f in i t ion .
R i c h a r d s  a r g u e s  (p. 127) t h a t  m o s t  e p i s t e m o lo g y  f a i l s  to  u se
i n s t r u m e n t s  which  a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  and which  would be  helpfu l .  
H i s  way of a v o id in g  th i s  m i s t a k e  i s  to  a l low  h i s  own e p i s t e m o lo g y  
to  a v a i l  i t s e l f  of m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  a s  a he lpfu l  i n s t r u m e n t :  and
what  kind of an  i n s t r u m e n t  ? —"it  [^multiple d e f in i t io n ]  a s k s  us  to 
d i s t r i b u t e  o u r  a t t e n t io n  in an  unwonted  f a s h io n ,  to w a tc h  our  
th o u g h ts  a s  w el l  a s  th ink;  and  to n o t ic e  t h e i r  f o r m s  a s  m u c h  a s  
t h e i r  c o n te n t s "  (p. 129). I l e a v e  it to  t h e  r e a d e r  to  d e c id e  wha t
kind of i n s t r u m e n t  m ig h t  p e r f o r m  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .
2. B a s i c  R u le s  of R e a s o n  
4
B a s ic  R u le s  of R e a s o n  (1933) i s  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  in  B as ic  
E n g l i s h  of s o m e  of th e  p o s s i b l e  u s e s  of m u l t i p l e  de f in i t ion  in 
p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i n v e s t ig a t io n .  B a s ic  E n g l i s h  is  a  top ic  r e q u i r i n g  
s e p a r a t e  t r e a t m e n t ;  c o n se q u e n t ly ,  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of it w i l l  not  be 
u n d e r t a k e n  h e r e .  But we would be  n e v e r t h e l e s s  f a r  off the  m a r k  
shou ld  we e n t e r t a i n  f o r  a  m o m e n t  th e  idea  th a t  " s e p a r a t e "  h e r e  
m e a n s  " d i f f e r e n t ,  " fo r  R i c h a r d s ’ w o r k  in B a s i c  E n g l i s h  a r i s e s  f r o m  
and  e x e m p l i f i e s  m a n y  of th e  s a m e  c o n c e r n s  w h ich  gu ide  h im  in his  
o t h e r  w o rk ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c i l i a t i o n  and e q u i l i b r i u m - h a r m o n y :  He
w i s h e s ,  by b e t t e r  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  to  " m e d i a t e  b e tw e e n  r i v a l  v i e w s .  "
B a s ic  R u le s  of R e a s o n  d oes  not u s e  the  t e r m  " m u l t i p l e  d e f ­
in i t ion ,  " but  it e m p lo y s  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  e x te n s iv e ly ,  fo l lowing  
th e  m o d e l s  in T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s . T h e  M ean ing  o£  
M e a n in g , and P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  and  u t i l i z in g  the  m e th o d  a s  s e t  
f o r th  in M e n c iu s  on  the  M ind . What  the  book a m o u n t s  to i s  a  v e r y  
s u c c in c t  and  th o ro u g h  f r a m i n g  of the  key p r o b l e m s  in  s e m a n t i c s ,  
e p i s t e m o lo g y  ( inc lu d ing  m e t a - e t h i c s  a n d  m e t a - a e s t h e t i c s )  and  log ic ,  
w i thou t  u s e  of p h i lo s o p h ic a l  j a r g o n  and  withou t  r e c o u r s e  to
^1. A. R i c h a r d s ,  B a s i c  R u l e s  o f  R e a s o n  (London:  K egan
P a u l ,  T r e n c h ,  T r u b n e r  and Co.  , L td .  , 1933).
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d o c u m e n ta t io n ;  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  p ub l ic ,  and B a s ic  R u le s  
of R e a s o n  is  d e s ig n e d  to  r e a c h  r e a d e r s  who m a y  have l i t t l e  o r  no 
f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  in a n d  p e r h a p s  no i n t e r e s t  in  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m e th o d .
An a r r e s t i n g  b y - p r o d u c t  (m ay b e  c a l c u l a t e d )  is  th a t  t h e  book can  
r e a c h  r e a d e r s  who do have  t r a i n i n g  and i n t e r e s t  in p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
m e th o d ,  a n d  it can do so  e f f e c t iv e ly  and d i s a r m i n g l y  by i t s  r e f r e s h ­
ing a v o id a n c e  of j a r g o n  and  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of d i sp u ta t io n .  The  
book u s e s  a ton e  w h ic h  wil l  not  t h r e a t e n  t h e  l a y m a n ,  but  it a l s o  
d i s p l a y s  e ru d i t io n  and a n a ly t i c  p r o w e s s  w h ich  w i l l  a s t o n i s h  the  
e x p e r t .
A look a t  t h e  c h a p t e r  t i t l e s  r e v e a l s  no g r e a t  chang e  in 
R i c h a r d s '  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s  o r  in his  h an d l in g  of t h e m :  C h a p te r  I,
"A L an g u a g e  M a ch in e ,  " C h a p te r  II, " T h e o r y  of K now ledge,  " C h a p te r  
III,  " T h e o r y  of C o n n e c t io n s ,  " and  C h a p t e r  IV, " T h e o r y  of 
I n s t r u m e n t s .  " Let  u s  c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  t i t l e s  b r i e f ly  in r e v e r s e  
o r d e r .  S ince  a l l  of R i c h a r d s '  p r e v i o u s  books  have  u s e d  the  f ig u re  
of the  i n s t r u m e n t ,  it shou ld  c o m e  a s  no s u r p r i s e  th a t  he would 
d ev e lo p  a t h e o r y  of i n s t r u m e n t s ;  a  t h e o r y  of c o n n e c t io n s  would 
s e e m  to  follow f r o m  an  i n t e r e s t  in c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and  m e d ia t io n ;  
a  t h e o r y  of know ledge  h a s  b e en  th e  c e n t r a l  cL . :ce rn  of the s p e c u ­
la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  con cep t  a l l  a long;  and a l an g ua g e  m a c h in e  would 
s e e m  a t  f i r s t  g la n c e  a n e a r  r e l a t i v e  to  a m a c h in e  to  th ink  with.
Hav ing  t a k e n  a f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  and w is h in g  to  look m o r e  c lo s e ly ,
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w e  m a y  f ind R i c h a r d s '  s t a t e m e n t  of p u r p o s e  he lp fu l .  He s a y s  th a t  
" the  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  book i s  to  g ive  a  c l e a r  a c c o u n t  of how we m a y  
b e s t  put  o u r  th o u g h ts  in o r d e r ,  o r  if we a r e  not  a b le  qu i te  to  do 
t h i s ,  how we m a y  b e s t  m a k e  a s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  in t h i s  d i r e c t i o n "
(p. 9). Pu t t ing  o u r  th o u g h ts  in o r d e r  h a s  b e e n  a goa l  in  a l l  of 
R i c h a r d s '  books  w h ich  we h a v e  e x a m in e d ,  beg in n in g  w ith  h is  acc o u n t  
of s y n a e s t h e s i s  in  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s ; and  r e c o g n i z i n g  
o u r  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  w o rk in g  a s  w e l l  a s  we c an  with in  t h e m ,  and e n d e a v ­
o r i n g  to  expand t h e m ,  f a m i l i a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a l l  e v e n  to c a s u a l  
r e a d e r s  of R i c h a r d s '  w o rk ,  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  in e v id e n ce  in  the  p a s s a g e  
h e r e  quo ted .
As f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of h i s  p u r p o s e ,  R i c h a r d s  t e l l s  u s  
t h a t  " to  put o u r  th o u g h ts  in o r d e r  i s  to m a k e  th e m  c o m e  into a g r e e ­
m e n t  w ith  th in g s ,  to  m a k e  t h e m  give  u s  a t r u e r  p i c t u r e ,  a  r e p r e s e n t ­
a t iv e  m a p  o r  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  guid ing  o u r  a c t s ,  so  t h a t  m e n  m a y  give 
e ffec t  to  a s  g r e a t  a n u m b e r  of t h e i r  d e s i r e s  a s  p o s s i b l e "  (p. 9). 
B r in g in g  o u r  th o ug h ts  into a g r e e m e n t  w i th  t h in g s  w a s  a  m a j o r  c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n  of T he  M e an in g  of M eaning  (cf. t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m ) ,  th e  f i g u r e  
of the  m a p  o r  gu id ing  i n s t r u m e n t  w a s  u se d  a s  a  c o m p a s s  for  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  n a v ig a t io n  in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , and g iv ing  e ffec t  to a s  
g r e a t  a  n u m b e r  of d e s i r e s  a s  p o s s ib l e  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
in  th e  s e c t i o n s  on v a lu e  in  P r i n c i p l e s  of  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and 
S c ie n c e  and P o e t r y .  O n c e  a g a in ,  we e n c o u n t e r  the  e v e r - p r e s e n t  u se
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of  th e  f i g u r e  of  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  o b l iq u e  r e f e r e n c e  to 
s y n a e s t h e s i s .
R i c h a r d s  g iv e s  t h e  m e th o d  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  h i s  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e  
th e  n a m e  " L o g i c ,  " a nd  he  p a r a p h r a s e s  B e n th a m  a nd  P e i r c e  a s  
a g r e e i n g  th a t  log ic  i s  th e  " t h e o r y  of good b e h a v i o u r  in th o u g h t ,  in  
th e  s e n s e  in  w h ic h  good b e h a v i o u r  i s  t h e  u s e  of s e l f - c o n t r o l  f o r  th e  
p u r p o s e  of m a k i n g  o u r  d e s i r e s  c o m e  a b o u t "  {p. 10). C o m i n g  u po n
t h i s  p a s s a g e  so  s o o n  a f t e r  M e n c iu s  on t h e  M in d , o ne  is  i m m e d i a t e l y  
r e m i n d e d  of th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  th e  w i l l  a n d  th e  c h ' i  a s  
d i s c u s s e d  by M e n c iu s :  A r e  not  " s e l f - c o n t r o l "  h e r e  e q u iv a le n t  to
" w i l l "  and  " d e s i r e s "  e q u iv a le n t  to  " c h ' i "  ? And i s n ' t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
b e tw e e n  s e l f - c o n t r o l  a n d  d e s i r e s  the  s a m e  a s  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  
t h e  w i l l  and th e  c h ' i ?  R i c h a r d s  s a y s  t h a t  s e l f - c o n t r o l  m a k e s  o u r  
d e s i r e s  c o m e  a b o u t ,  w h i l e  M e n c iu s  s a y s  t h a t  th e  w i l l  i s  th e  r u l e r  
of th e  c h ' i .  I th in k  th a t  we  c a n  l e g i t i m a t e l y  d r a w  a  p a r a l l e l  h e r e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  if we  k e e p  in  m i n d  t h e  p a r a b l e  of th e  m a n  of  Sung and 
M e n c i u s '  c o n c e p t  of  a  good r u l e r .
T h i s  p a r a l l e l  d r a w s  s u p p o r t  f r o m  R i c h a r d s '  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  
l a n g u a g e  i s  t h e  on ly  w a y  to  o r d e r  a n d  k e e p  in c o n t r o l  o u r  t h o u g h t s .
O n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  he  d r a w s  u p o n  B e n th a m  a n d  P e i r c e  a g a i n  by 
p a r a p h r a s i n g  t h e m  a s  a g r e e i n g  th a t  m o s t  of log ic  i s  " th e  t h e o r y  and  
r i g h t  u s e  of th e  s e n s e s  of o u r  c h ie f  w o r d s —t h o s e  upon  w h ic h  th e  
o r d e r i n g  of t h e  s e n s e s  of  o u r  o t h e r  w o r d s  i s  d e p e n d e n t "  (p. 10).
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K e e p in g  in m i n d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t i o n  in  M e n c iu s  
on th e  M ind,  w e  c a n  s e e  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t i o n  i m p l i c i t  h e r e  in the  
f a c t  t h a t  " s e n s e s "  i s  p l u r a l ,  and  we a r e  l ed  to e x p e c t  a l i s t i n g  of 
t h e  v a r i o u s  s e n s e s  of t h e s e  c h ie f  w o r d s ,  a n  a n a l y s i s  and  e v a l u a t i o n  
of e a c h  s e n s e ,  and  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a s  to  r i g h t  u s e s  t h e r e o f .
O u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a r e  f u l f i l l e d ,  fo r  R i c h a r d s  s e l e c t s  " c h i e f  
w o r d s "  a n d  e x a m i n e s  e a c h  one  by  th e  m e t h o d  of m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n ,  
sh o w in g  how the  v a r i o u s  s e n s e s  of one  w o r d  o v e r l a p  t h e  s e n s e s  of 
o t h e r  w o r d s .  T h e  w o r d s  t h u s  e x a m i n e d  a r e ,  by c h a p t e r :
T h e o r y  of T h e o r y  of T h e o r y  of
K n o w le d g e C o n n e c t io n s I n s t r u m e n t s
T h o u g h t C a u s e P r o p e r t y
T h in g E f f e c t Is
F i c t i o n F o r c e G e n e r a l
F a c t E v e n t S p e c ia l
K n o w le d g e Law Q u a l i t y
B e l i e f P a r t R e la t i o n
T r u e S y s t e m N e c e s s a r y
S e n s e C h a n g e P o s s i b l e
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(P. 26)
C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c h o s e n  w o r d s ,  t h e  f i g u r e  of  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  
a p p e a r s  a g a i n  a s  R i c h a r d s  s a y s  t h a t  " a l l  w o r d s  a r e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
w i th  w h ic h  we k e e p  c o n t r o l  of  t h e i r  s e n s e s :  bu t  t h e s e  w o r d s  a r e
i n s t r u m e n t s  w i th  w h o s e  s e n s e s  in a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s  we k e e p  c o n t r o l  
of t h e  s e n s e s  o f  o t h e r  w o r d s "  (p . 9 0 ) —w o r d s  a s  r u l e r s  of  t h e i r  
s e n s e s ,  and  th e  s e n s e s  of c e r t a i n  w o r d s  a s  r u l e r s  of  t h e  s e n s e s  of
I l l
o th e r  w o r d s :  t h e  w i l l  a s  r u l e r  o f  th e  c h ' i  a n d  c e r t a i n  c h ' i s  a s
r u l e r s  of o t h e r  c h ’is  ? Not a t  a l l  a  f a r - f e t c h e d  e x te n s io n ,  if we 
r e m e m b e r  th e  n a t u r e  of the  good r u l e r  a c c o r d i n g  to  M e nc iu s .  In 
t h e  abo v e  q u o te ,  " t h e s e  w o r d s "  m e a n s  th o s e  l i s t e d  u n d e r  " T h e o r y  
of I n s t r u m e n t s ,  " and R i c h a r d s  s a y s  of th em  th a t  e x t r e m e  c a u t io n  
m u s t  be e x e r c i s e d  i r  the  u s e  of t h e m  —" m o r e ,  it m a y  be ,  th an  
w ith  any  o t h e r  w o r d s —w e hav e  to  t a k e  c a r e  not  to put the  w r o n g  
q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e m "  (pp. 89-90) .
We avo id  pu t t ing  the  w r o n g  q u e s t io n s  by u s in g  th e  r u l e s  of 
r e a s o n ,  w h ic h  a r e  d i s c o v e r a b l e  in th e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w o r d s  c h o s e n  f o r  e x a m in a t io n  in B a s ic  R u le s  of  
R e a s o n : " T h e  s e n s e s  of t h e s e  c h i e f  w o r d s  —and t h e i r  w a y s  of
w o rk in g  w ith  o r  a g a i n s t  one a n o t h e r —a r e  the  r u l e s  of r e a s o n "
(p. 10). But the  r u l e s  a r e  not s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  the  s e n s e s  of the  
w o r d s  and  t h e i r  m a n n e r  of i n t e r a c t in g .  " T h e r e  a r e  not (1) the  
s e n s e s  and (2) r u l e s  f o r  pu t t ing  th e m  to g e t h e r ;  but  th e  s e n s e s  
t h e m s e l v e s  give u s ,  in t h e i r  w a y s  of a c t in g ,  th e  r u l e s  of  r e a s o n "  
(p. 10). H e r e ,  the  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s  i s  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  u s e d  
fo r  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  r u l e s  of r e a s o n ,  and  it i s  s ig n i f i c a n t  th a t  h e r e  
a s  e l s e w h e r e  th e  n a t u r e  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t  a f f e c t s  th e  n a t u r e  of the  
f ind ings  —p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ig n i f ic a n t  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  s in c e  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  
i n t e r a c t s  w ith  th e  f in d in g s  in m u c h  the  s a m e  way t h a t  d i f f e r e n t
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p a r t s  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t  i n t e r a c t  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r ,  so  th a t  c o n s t a n t  
e x a m in a t io n  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t  i t s e l f  is  n e c e s s a r y  if we a r e  to 
u n d e r s t a n d  i t s  n a t u r e  a n d  th e  n a tu r e  of i t s  f ind ings  and  if we a r e  
to  m a k e  any  i m p r o v e m e n t s  on th e  i n s t r u m e n t .
It s e e m s  e v id e n t  by now th a t  we w i l l  m i s s  m o s t  of wha t  
R i c h a r d s  h a s  to  o f f e r  if we t a k e  h i s  c a l l i n g  a  book a m a c h in e  to 
th ink  w i th  a s  a n  in d ic a t io n  th a t  he i s  c o n c e r n e d  p r i m a r i l y  with  
th ink in g  qua  th in k in g  o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  qua  s p e c u la t i o n .  F o r  in B as ic  
R u le s  of R e a s o n ,  a s  in R i c h a r d s '  o t h e r  th in k in g  m a c h i n e s ,  we find 
r e p e a t e d  i n s i s t e n c e  tha t  the  th in k in g  i s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of s o m e  
f u r t h e r  p r a c t i c a l  end r a t h e r  t h a n  b e in g  an  end in i t s e l f .  F o r  e x ­
a m p l e ,  he s a y s  of B a s ic  R u l e s  of R e a s o n  th a t  " the  m a c h i n e  w h ich  
is  put t o g e t h e r  in t h e s e  p a g e s  i s  f o r  the  c o n n e c t io n  of d i f f e r e n t  
s y s t e m s  of th o u g h t—of d i f f e r e n t  m e n ,  n a t io n s ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s c i e n c e s ,  
r e l i g i o n s ,  s o c i e t i e s —w ith  one a n o t h e r "  (p. 25).  R e a d e r s  of 
R i c h a r d s '  o t h e r  th in k in g  m a c h i n e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S c ie n c e  and P o e t r y  
anc* M e n c iu s  on th e  M ind , w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  qu o te  a s  a n o t h e r  
e x a m p le  of th e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  c o n c e r n  w i th  c o n c i l i a t io n .  And s in c e  
c o n c i l i a t i o n  a m o n g  r i v a l  i m p u l s e s  s e t s  th e  m o d e l  fo r  c o n c i l i a t i o n  
a m o n g  r i v a l  v ie w s ,  m u s t  w e  not  s p e a k  no t  only of th e  s y n a e s t h e t i c  
m a n ,  but  a l s o  of th e  s y n a e s t h e t i c  u n i v e r s i t y ,  the  s y n a e s t h e t i c  
n a t io n ,  and the  s y n a e s t h e t i c  w o r l d ?  Why not ,  s i n c e  R i c h a r d s  
r e p e a t e d l y  a s k s  u s  to  do the  e q u iv a le n t  a n d  s i n c e  o u r  job h e r e  i s  to
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u n d e r s t a n d  R i c h a r d s ?  If we  a t  th e  v e r y  l e a s t  s e e  t h e  c o n c i l i a t o r y  
p o t e n t i a l  of th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  and  i t s  in te n d ed  
i m p i n g e m e n t  u po n  p r a c t i c a l  a f f a i r s  a s  a m a j o r  f e a t u r e  of R i c h a r d s '  
w o r k ,  we c a n  p e r h a p s  b e  f o r t i f i e d  f o r  th e  m u l t i t u d i n o u s  s t r a n g e  
l a m e n t a t i o n s  t h a t  R i c h a r d s  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  in 
f a v o r  of  s o m e  c r a c k e d - b r a i n e d  s c h e m e  to  s a v e  th e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  
p a n a c e a .  (Cf. . f o r  e x a m p l e ,  S ta n le y  E d g a r  H y m a n ' s  c h a p t e r  on 
R i c h a r d s  in  T h e  A r m e d  V i s i o n ) . W e s h a l l  d i s c o v e r  l a t e r  in  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  a l th o u g h  R i c h a r d s  by h i s  own p r o c l a m a t i o n  m a d e  a 
c h a n g e  " F r o m  C r i t i c i s m  to  C r e a t i o n ,  " th e  c h a n g e  is  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
to be  r e g a r d e d  a s  a d i r e c t i o n a l  sh i f t  of f o c u s  of  h is  b a s i c  c o n c e r n s  
r a t h e r  th a n  a n  a b a n d o n m e n t  of a n y th in g .
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  B a s i c  R u l e s  of R e a s o n  d i s p l a y s  n u m e r o u s  
i n s t a n c e s  of  th e  f i g u r a t i v e  u s e  of m a c h i n e - i n s t r u m e n t - a p p a r a t u s .
S o m e  e x a m p l e s  a r e :  (1) " a p p a r a t u s  of d i v i s i o n s "  (p 12 and  p.
6 1 )—h e r e  th e  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  d i v i s i o n s  of  s e n s e s ,  and  m u l t i p l e  
d e f in i t i o n  is  i m p l i c i t  a s  in  th e  c o m p a r a b l e  p a r t s  o f  M e n c i u s  on the  
Mind; (2) " i n s t r u m e n t s  by w h ic h  m e n  g ive  d i r e c t i o n  to t h o u g h t s "
(p. 1 4 )—th e  i n s t r u m e n t s  h e r e  a r e  w o r d s ,  a n d  o n c e  a g a i n  we h a v e  the  
f i g u r e  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t  u s e d  w i th  th o u g h t  o r  s p e c u l a t i o n ;  (3) "a  
m a c h i n e  f o r  s e p a r a t i n g  th e  s e n s e s  of  o t h e r  w o r d s  w h en  it  is 
n e c e s s a r y  to  do s o "  (p. 2 3 )—t h e  m a c h i n e  h e r e  i s  " the  a p p a r a t u s "  
of m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t i o n ,  a s  d i s p l a y e d  in B a s ic  R u l e s  of  R e a s o n  and
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o u t l in e d  in  M e n c iu s  on th e  Mind, above ;  (4) the a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  "a  
n u m b e r  of d i f f e r e n t  m a c h i n e s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  and n e c e s s a r y "  (p. 2 4 )— 
cf. d i s c u s s i o n  of  M e n c iu s  on  the  Mind,  a bove ;  and (5) " n e e d  of  a 
b e t t e r  a p p a r a t u s  f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  the  s e n s e s  of o u r  w o r d s "  (p. 2 1 )— 
m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  is  im p l i c i t  h e r e  a s  in c o r o l l a r y  p a s s a g e s  in 
M enc ius  on  th e  Mind.
M ul t ip le  de f in i t io n  b e c o m e s  e x p l i c i t  a s  R i c h a r d s  puts  it to  
u s e  with  h i s  l i s t  of key  w o r d s .  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  is h i s  d i s ­
c u s s i o n  of the  w o r d  " f ic t io n " :  O n e  d e f in i t io n  of " f i c t io n "  is
"a s t o r y  not  put f o r w a r d  a s  f a c t "  (p. 37), o r ,  m o r e  t e c h n ic a l l y ,
" the  inven t ion  of e v e n t s  in  p r o s e  o r  v e r s e "  (p. 38). T h i s  d e f in i t io n  
u s u a l ly  g iv es  u s  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  once  we u n d e r s t a n d  th a t  a  f i c t io n  
of t h i s  k ind p u r p o r t s  to  be only f ic t io n  in t h i s  s e n s e ,  i t s  a im  
be ing  not  to  g a in  no t iona l  a s s e n t  but  r a t h e r  to  b r in g  about  a  kind 
of w i l l ing  s u s p e n s i o n  of d i s b e l i e f ,  to  u se  C o l e r i d g e ' s  t e r m ,  
i. e.  , a  s o r t  of v i c a r i o u s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in th e  " s t o r y "  a s  if it  
w e r e  to  be  b e l i e v e d  —he n ce  the  c o n c e p t  of d a n c in g  w i th ou t  m o v in g ,  
s in g in g  w ithou t  m a k i n g  a sound ,  e tc .  M o re  t r o u b l e s o m e  but  p o t e n ­
t i a l l y  v e r y  u s e f u l  i s  the  d e f in i t io n  of " f i c t io n "  a s  "a  thought  u s e d  a s  
i l  t h e r e  w a s  a th in g  in a g r e e m e n t  w i th  i t , w hen  t h e r e  _is, in f a c t , 
no su c h  t h i n g " (p. 38). T h e  e x a m p le  R i c h a r d s  g iv es  i s  th a t  of 
a  s c i e n t i s t  sp e a k in g  of e l e c t r o n s  a s  if e l e c t r o n s  a c tu a l ly  e x i s t e d
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withou t  a c tu a l ly  b e l i e v in g  in  o r  be in g  a b le  to  v e r i f y  th e  e x i s t e n c e  
of any su c h  e lu s iv e  e n t i t i e s .  P r e s u m a b l y  R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d s  h is  
own v a r i o u s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of the  m in d  a s  an i m p u l s e  - s y s t e m , an  
a p p e t e n c y - c o m p l e x ,  e tc .  a s  f i c t io n s  in th i s  s e n s e .  He is  n e v e r  
s a y in g  th a t  th e  m in d  a c tu a l ly  is  a s  he d e s c r i b e s  i t  but  th a t  i t  m a y  
be p r o f i t a b l e  to  r e g a r d  the  m ind  a s  if it w e r e  th a t ,  un t i l  su c h  t i m e  
a s  b e t t e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  R i c h a r d s  h e r e  i s  r e m i n d i n g  
u s  of the  e f f ic ac y  of the  e x p r e s s e d  con d i t io n a l  in he lp in g  to  avoid  
d o g m a  and  k e e p  a l iv e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c u r i o s i t y .  F i c t i o n  in  t h i s  
s e n s e  i s  a l m o s t  th e  s a m e  th in g  a s  the  q u a s i - m e t a p h o r  m e n t io n e d  
in  the  d i s c u s s i o n  of M e n c iu s  on th e  Mind ab o v e ,  and it  t e m p t s  us
to  iden t i fy  it a s  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  H o w ev e r ,  pend ing  f u r t h e r
in v e s t i g a t i o n ,  l e t  u s  avo id  o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  and  o v e rc o n f id e n c e  
a t  t h i s  poin t  by hold ing  t e n t a t iv e ly  to  th e  p o s i t io n  t h a t  f o r  R i c h a r d s  
a f i c t io n  i s  not n e c e s s a r i l y  a s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  (a l though  such  
f i c t io n s  o r  q u a s i - m e t a p h o r s  a s  "a  book is  a  m a c h in e  to  th ink  w i th"  
m a y  be  u s e d  a s  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s )  but the  v e r y  c o n ce p t  of 
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  is  a  p o te n t ia l ly  u s e fu l  f ic t ion ,  in  the  s e co n d  
s e n s e  of " f i c t io n "  h e r e  p r e s e n t e d .  R ic h a r d s  h o ld s  (p. 40) t h a t  it 
i s  d i f f icu l t  to  be  c e r t a i n  t h a t  any of o u r  tho u gh ts  a r e  an y th ing
o t h e r  th a n  f i c t io n s  in  t h i s  s e n s e .
Having  d i s c u s s e d  B a s i c  R u le s  of R e a s o n  a s  a  s i m i l a r  kind of 
" w h e t s to n e "  to M e n c iu s  on  th e  Mind, we a r e  s t i l l  not th ro u g h ,  in
116
view of t h e  p u r p o s e  of the  p r e s e n t  i n v e s t ig a t io n .  It  r e m a i n s  to 
e x a m in e  B a s ic  R u le s  of R e a s o n  f o r  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  in d ic a t io n s  th a t  it  
m a y  be  c o n t r o l l e d  by th e  s a m e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  a s  o th e r  
of R i c h a r d s 1 th in k in g  m a c h i n e s .  We find R i c h a r d s  s a y in g  in B as ic  
R u le s  of R e a s o n  of B a s i c  R u les  of R e a s o n  th a t  it i s  a " m a c h in e  fo r  
c o n t r o l l i n g  though t  w h ich  w i l l  le t  u s  do s o m e  th in g s  and k e ep  us 
f r o m  doing o t h e r  th in g s .  It  i s  a  good m a c h i n e  if it is  of u s e  to 
us;  any c h a n g e s  which  w i l l  m a k e  it of m o r e  u s e  to  u s  w i l l  m a k e  it 
b e t t e r "  (p. 24). I inv i te  th e  r e a d e r  to e x a m in e  t h i s  qu o te  to  s e e  
if it w a r r a n t s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  a s  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  in a 
n u t s h e l l .  "
F u r t h e r ,  I invite  a t t e n t io n  to  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  B a s ic  R u le s  of 
R e a s o n  w h ich  s e e m  to e x em p l i fy  w ha t  I have  l i s t e d  a s  th e  four  
p r i n c i p l e s  which  a r e  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a  s p e c u la t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t .
(1) I n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  — " E v e r y  s y s t e m  of thought  m a k e s  
s o m e  a t t e m p t  to t a k e  into a c c o u n t  o t h e r  and d i f f e r e n t  s y s t e m s .  I t s  
p o w e r  to  do th is  is  l im i t e d  by  the  e r r o r s  in  i t s e l f —in a d d i t io n  to 
the  e r r o r s  in t h e m "  (p. 128). D i f f e r e n t  s y s t e m s  o f  thought  i n t e r a c t
in  th e  way  th a t  w o r d s  i n t e r a c t  and  in th e  way  tha t  in v e s t i g a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  i n t e r a c t  w i th  th e  o b j e c t s  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  th e  r e c i p r o c ­
i ty  of  i n t e r a c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  to a d e g r e e  th e  n a t u r e  of e a c h  i n t e r ­
a c t in g  en t i ty .
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(2) R e f i n e m e n t —"it  i s  th e  hope  of e v e r y o n e  in w hom  thought 
about  though t  and i t s  w a y s  is  a s t r o n g  and  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r e s t  th a t
by m a k in g  one  l a n g u a g e - m a c h i n e  m o r e  c o m p l e t e ,  m o r e  c l e a r ,  m o r e  
d e l i c a t e ,  r o o m  w i l l  be m a d e  f o r  th e  s e n s e s  and  d iv i s io n s  of the  
o t h e r  l a n g u a g e - m a c h i n e s  which  a r e  the  s e r v a n t s  of o t h e r  p u r p o s e s "
(p. 128). C a r e f u l  e x a m in a t io n  of t h o s e  m e t h o d s  of r e f i n e m e n t  o f
one  i n s t r u m e n t  w h ich  p r o v e  f ru i t fu l  wil l hopefu l ly  a id  us  in  d e v i s in g  
m e t h o d s  of r e f i n e m e n t  of o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s .
(3) O p e n n e s s  —" T h is  g iv e s  u s  new c h a n c e s  fo r  th e  c o n t r o l  of 
o u r  thought  and fo r  t ak in g  o v e r  the  know ledge  we have  of one f ie ld  
into  o t h e r  f i e l d s "  (p. 129). In th i s  quo te ,  the  open ing  p ronoun
h as  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  b en e f i t  d e r i v e d  f ro m  m u l t ip le  de f in i t ion .  
C o n t r o l l i n g  o u r  though t  i s  to  be  done  in the  s p i r i t  of M e n c iu s '  
r u l e r ,  v iz .  , a l lo w in g  o u r  thought  to  g ro w ,  a l l  the  whi le  a id in g  it 
t o w a rd  a n  o r d e r e d  g row th ,  t o w a r d s  w h ich  it i s  s t r i v i n g  anyw ay  by  i ts  
v e r y  n a tu r e .  O p e n n e s s  is  s e e n  h e r e  in th e  n a t u r e  of the  c o n t r o l .
(4) C o n d i t i o n a l—"What i s  i m p o r t a n t  is  to s e e  t h a t  th e  s e n s e s  
of w o r d s  m a y  be  t a k e n  in g r o u p s ,  and tha t  if th e  f o r m  of one g ro u p  
of  s e n s e s  b e c o m e s  c l e a r  to  u s ,  the  f o r m  o f  o t h e r  g r o u p s  of s e n s e s ,  
w h ich  w e  m a y  not  e v e r  hav e  put in c o n n ec t io n  with  t h e m ,  m a y  b e ­
c o m e  c l e a r  a t  th e  s a m e  t i m e "  (p. 129). If m u l t i p le  de f in i t ion  h a s  
s e r v e d  u s  w e l l  in  one a r e a  i t  m ig h t  do so  in  a n o th e r .
It w i l l  be r e a d i ly  o b s e r v e d  th a t  t h e  q u o te s  u s e d  a s  e x a m p le s
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h e r e  a r e  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e ,  e a c h  q uo te  hav ing  a l l  fo u r  of the  l i s t e d  
id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  T h i s  s e r v e s  a s  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n  tha t  
th e  d i f f e r e n t  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  not  d i s c r e t e :  I n s t r u ­
m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  r e f i n e m e n t ,  o p e n n e s s ,  and  th e  co n d i t io n a l  a l l  a r e  
i n s t r u m e n t a l l y  d e p en d e n t ,  r e q u i r e  r e f i n e m e n t  and a r e  open  and a r e  
cond i t io na l .
One  c o n c lu d in g  quote  f r o m  B a s i c  R u le s  of R e a s o n  m a y  s e r v e
to  show a f u r t h e r  ana logy  b e tw ee n  B as ic  R u le s  of  R e a s o n  and
M e n c iu s  on  the  Mind. R i c h a r d s  s a y s  tha t
th e  h a rd  p a r t  of t h i s  w o rk  i s  to  k e ep  o u r s e l v e s  
f r o m  tak ing  the  d iv i s io n s  b e tw e e n  o u r  tho u g h ts  
fo r  d iv i s io n s  b e tw ee n  t h i n g s —to k e ep  a r i g h t  
b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  q u e s t i o n s ;  'W hich  i s  th e  way 
o f  t h i n g s ? '  and 'How m a y  we b e s t  get o u r  th o u g h ts  
in  o r d e r ? '  The  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  of m u c h  e a r l y
C h in e s e  t e a c h i n g  s e e m s  to have  b e en  in th i s
b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  two q u e s t io n s  (pp. 44 -4 5 ) .
We m a y  in q u i r e  w h e t h e r  w h e t s t o n e s  r e q u i r e  b a la n c in g  and w h e t h e r
a b a la n c e  b e tw een  C h i n e s e  and  W e s t e r n  though t ,  so  f r e q u e n t ly
u r g e d  by R i c h a r d s ,  c a n  s e r v e  a s  a  s a m p l e  of the  kind of job which
c a n  be done  by a c e r t a i n  kind of i n s t r u m e n t  th e  n a m e  of which  I
r e f r a i n  f r o m  u s in g  a t  th i s  poin t ,  s i n c e  R i c h a r d s  h i m s e l f  h a s  not
em p lo y ed  i t  ye t  in  an y  of h is  m a c h i n e s  to th ink  w i th  w h ich  have
fa l len  u n d e r  o u r  s c r u t in y .  At l e a s t  we s e e  R i c h a r d s  d i s c o v e r i n g
th a t  the  s e e m i n g ly  s m o o th  ed g e  of c e r t a i n  c u t t in g  i n s t r u m e n t s  do es
indeed ,  a s  C o l e r i d g e  i n s i s t e d ,  a p p e a r  jagged  upon c a r e f u l
119
i n s p e c t io n .  I s  not  a  w h e t s t o n e  t h e n  in o r d e r
3. C o l e r i d g e  on  I m a g i n a t i o n
Up to  t h i s  po in t  we  h a v e  found R i c h a r d s  e m p l o y i n g  t h e  c o n ce p t  
of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w i th ou t  u s i n g  th e  e x a c t  t e r m .  At l a s t ,
e
in  C o l e r i d g e  on I m a g i n a t i o n  ( f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  in 1935), he u s e s  the  
t e r m  t h r e e  t i m e s .
T he  f i r s t  u s e  o c c u r s  in R i c h a r d s '  d i s c u s s i o n  of C o l e r i d g e ' s  
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  I m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  F a n c y  (and the  f u r t h e r  d i s t i n c ­
t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  P r i m a r y  I m a g i n a t i o n  and t h e  S e c o n d a r y  Im a g in a t io n ) .  
He f i n d s  C o l e r i d g e ' s  d i s t i n c t i o n  of  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  u s e f u l n e s s  in 
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  but not  y e t  w id e ly  o r  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  f o r  
" n e i t h e r  C o l e r i d g e ' s  g r o u n d s  f o r  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  n o r  h is  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
of i t  h a v e  a s  y e t  e n t e r e d  o u r  g e n e r a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n .  W hen 
t h e y  do, th e  o r d e r  of o u r  u n i v e r s e s  w i l l  h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g e d "  (p. 72).
If C o l e r i d g e ' s  i d e a s ,  c o r r e c t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  a p p l i e d ,  c a n  c h a n g e  
t h e  o r d e r  of  o u r  u n i v e r s e s  (no te  the  k ey  w o r d  " o r d e r " ) ,  th e n  
e i t h e r  m o r e  th a n  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  i s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o r  m o r e
^Any r e a d e r  w h o s e  r e s p o n s e  to  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  is  "No.
A r a z o r  s t r o p .  " i s  r e a l l y  g e t t in g  t h e  po in t .
®I. A. R i c h a r d s ,  C o l e r i d g e  on Im a g i n a t i o n  (B lo o m in g to n :  
I n d ia n a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1960). T h i s  M id lan d  Book e d i t io n  
i n c l u d e s  a  v e r y  h e lp fu l  f o r e w o r d  by K a t h l e e n  C o b u r n .
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i s  s u b s u m e d  u n d e r  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  th a n  one  would s u s p e c t .  E i t h e r  
w ay ,  t h e  q u e s t io n ,  a n  a n s w e r  to w h ich  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  h in ted  a t ,
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about  R i c h a r d s '  sh i f t  " F r o m  C r i t i c i s m  to C r e a t i o n "  a r i s e s  o n c e  
m o r e ,  and  we m a y  d i s c o v e r  th a t  it h a s  a c t u a l l y  b een  b e f o r e  us  a l l  
th e  t i m e  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  ad ju n c t  to o u r  i n v e s t ig a t io n .  Be th a t  a s  
it m a y ,  R i c h a r d s  ho lds  th a t  t h e s e  d i s t i n c t io n s  m a d e  by C o l e r i d g e  
w i l l  hav e  a b e t t e r  c h a n c e  of r e a l i z i n g  t h e i r  p o te n t i a l  u s e f u l n e s s  
"when th e  t h e o r y  h a s  b e c o m e  a c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t "  (p. 73), R i c h a r d s  th en  p r o c e e d s  to  give C o l e r i d g e ' s  t h e o r y  
w ha t  he  c a l l s  " a s  e x p . i c i t  a  f o r m u la t i o n  a s  I can  c o n t r i v e "  (p. 73).
But he does  not  s ay  o u t r ig h t  th a t  g iv ing  a t h e o r y  a n  e x p l ic i t  
f o r m u la t i o n  i s  th e  s a m e  th in g  a s  m a k i n g  it into a c l e a r l y  d e f in ed  
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  n o r  do es  he  s a y  any th in g  at  a l l  about  wha t  
a  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  o r  w h e r e  the  t e r m  c a m e  f r o m .  E l s e w h e r e ,  
a s  we s h a l l  s e e  l a t e r ,  he  e x p l ic i t ly  a t t r i b u t e s  the  t e r m  to 
C o l e r i d g e ,  but  h e r e ,  in d i s c u s s i n g  C o l e r i d g e ,  he d o e s  not do so .
F o r  R i c h a r d s  th u s  to  u se  the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t "  in  a 
way  w h ich  s e e m s  to a s s u m e  th a t  th e  r e a d e r  i s  a l r e a d y  f a m i l i a r  with  
it  i s  a n a lo g o u s  to  his  u s e  of " m a c h in e  to  th in k  w i th "  in the  open ing  
s e n t e n c e  of P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and  i s  su p p o r t iv e  of the
Cf. d is c u s s  ion u n d e r  So Much N e a r e r ,  below.
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c e n t r a l  t h e s i s  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  s t a t e d  a t  the  o u t s e t .  He
u s e s  the  t e r m  a s  though it h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  ex p la in e d  and a s
though  he h i m s e l f  r e g a r d s  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  it a s  e s s e n t i a l  to  
an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of h i s  own th ink ing .
R i c h a r d s  p r e f e r s  to  f o r m u l a t e  C o l e r i d g e ' s  d i s t in c t io n  
b e tw e e n  im a g in a t io n  and fancy  in t e r m s  of p a r t s  of m e a n in g s  and 
t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p .  In i m a g in a t io n  " the  p a r t s  of  th e  
m e a n i n g  . . . m u tu a l ly  m o d i fy  one  a n o th e r ,  " w h e r e a s  in fan cy  " the
p a r t s  of  th e  m e a n in g  a r e  a p p r e h e n d e d  a s  though  in dep en d en t  of t h e i r  
f e l l o w - m e m b e r s ,  " a l though  in  fancy  t h e  " p a r t s  t o g e t h e r "  do p o s s e s s  
"a  joint  e f fec t  w h ic h  i s  not w h a t  it  would be if th e  a s s e m b l a g e  w e r e
d i f f e r e n t "  (pp. 86 -8 7 ) .  R i c h a r d s  sh o w s  th a t  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  we
m u s t  f i r s t  m a k e  c l e a r  to o u r s e l v e s  (1) how m e a n in g s  can  have  
p a r t s ,  (2) how a p p r e h e n s i o n  of  a  m e a n in g  is  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  i t s  
e f f e c t s  (and h e n ce  of joint  e f f e c t s ) ,  (3) how the  c o n ce p t  of m u tu a l  
m o d i f i c a t io n  is to  be c o n s t r u e d ,  and  (4) how joint e f f e c t s  d i f f e r  
f r o m  m u tu a l  m o d i f i c a t io n .  In a t t e m p t in g  to  c l e a r  up t h e s e  p o in ts ,  
"we a r e  face  to f a c e  with  th e  c h ie f  d i f f icu l ty  of a l l  su c h  w o r k ,  and 
c a n  e s c a p e  i t  only  by ho ld ing  f i r m l y  to  t h i s  gu id ing  p r i n c i p le :  
t h a t  we a r e  not t r y in g ,  in o u r  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  to  s a y  what  h a p p e n s , 
bu t  f r a m i n g  a s p e c u la t iv e  a p p a r a t u s  to  a s s i s t  u s  in  o b s e r v i n g  a 
d i f f e r e n c e "  (p. 87). In t h i s  p a s s a g e  a r e  we to  c o n s t r u e  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s "  a s  d i f f e r e n t  in  m e a n in g  f r o m  " s p e c u l a t i v e
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i n s t r u m e n t " ?  We have  s e e n  th a t  R i c h a r d s  f r e q u e n t ly  u s e s  " i n s t r u ­
m e n t ,  " " m a c h in e ,  " and " a p p a r a t u s "  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y ,  he h a s  to ld  
u s  h e r e  t h a t  h is  a im  is to d e v e lo p  a f o r m u la t i o n  of C o l e r i d g e ' s  
d i s t in c t io n  which  w il l  m a k e  of it a  m o r e  c l e a r l y  d e f ined  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t ,  and th e  p a s s a g e  h e r e  w h ich  u s e s  the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  
a p p a r a t u s "  is  one  w h ic h  i n s i s t s  upon  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  
(be tw een  the  f r a m e d  s p e c u l a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  and  the  o b s e r v e d  
d i s t in c t io n ) ,  r e f i n e m e n t  (of the  a p p a r a t u s  and c o n se q u e n t ly  of o u r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of th e  d i s t in c t io n ) ,  co n d i t io n a l  (the m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
to  th e  t a s k  o u r  a p p a r a t u s  i s ,  the  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  o u r  o b s e r v a t i o n s ) ,  
and o p e n n e s s  (in th a t  we a r e  not e v e n  s t r i v i n g  fo r  c e r t a i n t y  about  
"what  h a p p e n s "  but  i n s t e a d  fo r  a s  a c c u r a t e  an o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  the  
d i s t in c t io n  unde r  q u e s t io n  a s  the  n a t u r e  o f  the  a p p a r a t u s  w h ich  we 
d e v e lo p  wil l  a l low unti l  it c a n  be im p ro v e d ) .  F u r t h e r ,  we m u s t  
no te  th a t  R i c h a r d s  c a l l s  the s p e c u la t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  ( i n s t r u m e n t )  
c on cep t  a "gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e .  " A r e  we to  b e l i e v e  th a t  he m e a n s  
tha t  s u c h  a p r i n c i p l e  is s o m e th in g  sudd en ,  new, an d  u n iq u e ,  app ly ing  
only to  the  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b l e m  of c l e a r i n g  up  C o l e r i d g e ' s  d i s t in c t io n  
o r  tha t  such  a p r i n c i p l e  h a s  been  guid ing  h im  a l l  a lo n g ?  E v e n  
without  h is  t e s t i m o n y  h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  guid ing  p r i n c i p l e  i s  the  only 
way  to  e s c a p e  " the  c h ie f  d i f f icu l ty  of a l l  s u c h  w o rk ,  " w e  have  
a l r e a d y  u n c o v e r e d  in o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a d e q u a te  d o c u m e n ta t io n  to 
s u p p o r t  th e  p o s i t io n  ( t e n ta t iv e ,  of c o u r s e ,  and  open  to  c o r r e c t i o n
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th ro u g h  r e f i n e m e n t )  tha t  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c on cep t  h a s  
been ,  i s ,  and w i l l  p ro b a b ly  con t in u e  to  be  R i c h a r d s '  gu iding 
p r i n c i p l e .
In a n s w e r  to  the  q u e s t io n  of how m e a n in g s  c a n  have  p a r t s ,  
R i c h a r d s  r e s p o n d s ,  " M e a n in g s  m a y  be s a id  to have any  p a r t s  w hich ,  
f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  we find u se fu l  a s  i n s t r u m e n t s  in c o m p a r i n g  t h e m "  
(pp. 87-88) .  He o f f e r s  a s  u se fu l  p a r t s  (1) a w a r e n e s s  of the  w o r d s  
a s  w o r d s , (2) s e n s e , (3) f e e l i n g , and  (4) to n e ,  and he m e a n s  by 
t h e s e  t e r m s  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  what  he m e a n t  by th e m  in P r a c t i c a l  
C r i t i c i s m ,  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  tha t  " a w a r e n e s s  of the  w o r d s  a s  
w o r d s "  h e r e  is  not  sy n o n y m o u s  w i th  " in te n t io n "  in P r a c t i c a l  
C r i t i c i s m .  A f te r  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  p a r t s  of m e a n in g ,  R i c h a r d s  
a s s e r t s  th a t  we c a n  find m a n y  o t h e r  u se fu l  d iv i s io n s  u n d e r  e a c h  of 
t h e s e  fo u r  p a r t s ,  " a s  we u s e  h ig h e r  and h ig h e r  p o w e r s  of the  
s p e c u la t i v e  a n a ly t i c  i n s t r u m e n t "  {p. 88). T h i s ,  h is  s e c o n d  u s e  of 
th e  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  " in c lu d e s  the  q u a l i f i e r  " a n a ly t i c ,  " 
wh ich  s e e m s  l e s s  to  c loud the  i s s u e  th a n  to h e lp  c l e a r  it up; f o r  
a n a l y s i s  of m e a n i n g s  and t h e i r  " p a r t s "  h a s  b e e n  th e  p r a c t i c a l  
func t ion  of a l l  t h e  m a c h i n e s  to  th ink  with  w h ich  we have  looked  at  
so  f a r  in  o u r  p r e s e n t  inq u iry ,  (E m o t iv e  m e a n in g s  a r e  inc luded  a s  
w e l l  a s  sy m b o l ic  m e a n in g s ,  s i n c e  h e r e ,  a s  in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m ,  
s e n s e ,  fee l ing ,  and tone  a r e  s u b s u m e d  u n d e r  " m e a n in g " ) .  And in 
t h i s  u se  of " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  " a l though  t h e r e  is  no
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a c c o m p a n y in g  e x p l i c a t io n ,  t h e r e  is  an  i n e lu c ta b le ,  th ough  ob l ique ,  
pul l  t o w a rd  the id ea  of s y n a e s t h e s i s ,  s i n c e  the  s t r i v i n g  to d eve lop  
a m o r e  w e l l - o r d e r e d  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  p a r a l l e l  to, and 
ev id en t ly  c a l c u l a t e d  to  a c h ie v e ,  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  of e q u i l i b r iu m  
and  h a r m o n y  in the  m in d .  H ence ,  m u s t  we not  s u s p e c t  th a t  s t r i v i n g  
f o r  e q u i l i b r iu m  and h a rm o n y  w i th in  the  m i n d - u n i v e r s i t y - n a t i o n - w o r l d  
h a s  been ,  i s ,  and  is  l ike ly  to  con t inue  to be th e  p r a c t i c a l  a i m  of 
the  s p e c u la t i v e  ( i n v e s t ig a t i v e ,  a n a ly t i c )  i n s t r u m e n t  ( m a c h in e ,  
a p p a r a t u s ) ?
R i c h a r d s '  t h i r d  u se  of the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  
o c c u r s  a s  p a r t  of h is  a t t e m p t  to show what C o l e r i d g e  m e a n t  by 
"good s e n s e ,  " and  it  is o n ce  m o r e  r a t h e r  a b ru p t :  " T h e  u s e  of
su c h  d i s t in c t io n s  a s  tha t  b e tw e e n  F a n c y  and  Im a g in a t io n  in c r i t i c i s m  
m a y  be s t a t e d  c o m p e n d io u s ly  by c o m p a r i n g  th e m  to s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  (p. 129). But jus t  what  a r e  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ?
R i c h a r d s  h as  not  e lu c id a te d  th is  t e r m  a n y w h e r e  in C o l e r i d g e  on 
Im a g in a t io n  o r  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  up to  now, and ye t  he s e e m s  a c tu a l ly  
to  e x p e c t  the  r e a d e r  to u n d e r s t a n d  at  th i s  po in t  w ha t  a sp e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t  i s .  I s e e  no way  fo r  th e  r e a d e r  to  have su ch  an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o t h e r  th an  s e e i n g  th e  con cep t  a s  d e v e lo p ed  in 
R i c h a r d s '  o th e r  w o rk ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  The  M e an in g  of  M e a n in g , but  
a lw a y s ,  un t i l  C o l e r i d g e  on I m a g i n a t i o n , c a l l e d  by s o m e  o t h e r  n a m e ,  
e. g. , " m a c h in e  to  th ink  with .  " The  n e a r e s t  th ing  we get  to  a n
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ex p l ic i t  h in t  in C o l e r i d g e  o n  I m a g in a t io n  i s  R i c h a r d s 1 c i t in g  
C o l e r i d g e ' s  c o m p a r i s o n  of a c r i t i c a l  t h e o r y  to  a  m i c r o s c o p e  and 
th en  c o m m e n t i n g  upon th e  r e s u l t a n t  d i f f icu l ty :  ", . . though  a
m i c r o s c o p e  m a y  show us m u c h  th a t  w e  cou ld  not s e e  withou t  i t ,  
we s t i l l  n eed  a t e c h n iq u e  to  r e c o g n i z e  what  we s e e  with it and  to 
m a k e  s u r e  th a t  we a r e  lo ok in g  a t  what  we th in k  w e  a r e  look ing  at ,  
w ha t  we n eed  to  look a t ,  and noth ing  e l s e .  And t h i s  t e c h n iq u e  is 
w ha t  C o l e r i d g e  m e a n s  by Good S e n s e "  (pp. 1 2 9 - 1 3 0 ) .^  A r e  we 
th e n  to  c o n s t r u e  th e  f ig u re  of the  m i c r o s c o p e  a s  in a d e q u a te  b e c a u s e  
it i s  ju s t  an  i n s t r u m e n t  and not a  s p e c u la t iv e  one and f u r t h e r  th a t  
"Good S e n s e "  a s  a t e c h n iq u e  fo r  a l low ing  u s  to  m a k e  the  r e c o g n i t i o n s  
m e n t io n e d  is  a  te c h n iq u e  w h ic h  m u s t  be c a l l e d  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s " ?  O f  c o u r s e ,  we a r e ;  fo r  such  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  in e v i ta b le  
when we look  c lo s e l y  a t  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  in t h e i r  c o n te x t  in C o l e r i d g e  
on I m a g in a t io n  and a t  C o l e r i d g e  on Im a g in a t io n  in i t s  con tex t  in  
R i c h a r d s '  cano n ,  w h e r e i n  we s e e  the  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  co n ce p t  
in a  p r o c e s s  of s t e a d y  g ro w th ,  in ch o a te  but  i n e x o r a b le ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  
by th a t  v e r y  p r o c e s s  m o s t  of what  we need  to  know about  it.
M en c iu s  is  s i n g u l a r l y  a p p l i c a b l e  h e r e .  It i s  a s  though
^ T h i s  a p p l i c a t io n  sho w s  up  l a t e r  in " L e a r n i n g  . . . and 
Looking ,  " D e s ig n  f o r  E s c a p e  (New York :  H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e  & W o rld ,
Inc.  , 1968)~pp] 93^124, th e  o r d e r  of  th e  t i t l e  w o r d s  in d ic a t in g  tha t  
we need  a r a t h e r  w e l l - d e v e l o p e d  sp e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  b e f o r e  we 
" lo ok "  in o r d e r  t h a t  we m a y  i n t e r p r e t  what  we a r e  look ing  a t .
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th r o u g h o u t  R i c h a r d s '  w o rk  the  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  co n cep t  w e r e  
th e  c h ' i  and R i c h a r d s '  p r o s e  c o m p o s i t i o n  w e r e  the  w i l l —s m a l l  w o n d e r ,  
then ,  if, when  th e  c o n c e p t  is  f ina l ly  la b e l le d ,  t h e r e  s e e m s  to  be 
no i m m e d ia t e  need  fo r  e x p l i c a t io n ,  s i n c e  the  c o n ce p t  h a s  b e en  
g ro w in g  b e fo r e  our  e y es  a l l  th e  t im e .  L a t e r  e lu c id a t io n  m a y  
p r o f i t a b ly  be r e g a r d e d  a s  m e r e l y  f u r t h e r  g row th ,  l a g n ia p p e ,  a s  it  
w e r e ,  in  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  r u l e r  and  r u l e d  of a kind a n d  a 
d e g r e e  of which  M en c iu s  would  a p p ro v e .
Since  it s e e m s  a p p r o p r i a t e  th u s  to r e g a r d  the  u s e  of the  
t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  in C o l e r i d g e  on  I m a g in a t io n  a s  a 
sy m p to m  of s t e a d y  and o r d e r e d  g ro w th ,  and  s i n c e  th e  t e r m  is  not  
a c c o m p a n ie d  by e lu c id a t io n ,  we m u s t  s t i l l  e x a m in e  C o l e r i d g e  on 
I m a g i n a t i o n , a s  we have  done R i c h a r d s '  p r e v i o u s  b o o k s ,  f o r  
e v id e n c e s  of the  p r e s e n c e  of th e  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  a s  
a  guiding p r in c ip le  and  fo r  in d ic a t io n s  of w h e th e r  C o l e r i d g e  on  
Im a g in a t io n  is to  be  r e s p o n d e d  to a s  i t s e l f  a  m a c h in e  to th ink  
w i t h —w h e t h e r , t h a t  i s ,  C o l e r i d g e  on Im a g in a t io n  i s  s t a t e m e n t  and 
e x e m p l i f i c a t io n  of th i s  gu id ing  p r in c ip le .
R i c h a r d s  beg in s  by quo t ing  C o l e r i d g e ' s  t e s t i m o n y  to th e  d i s ­
c o v e r y  th a t  p o e t r y  has  i t s  own kind of lo g ic ,  " a s  s e v e r e  a s  th a t  of 
s c i e n c e ,  " and th en  u s e s  the  t e s t i m o n y  a s  the  b a s i s  fo r  the  s u b je c t  
of C o le r id g e  on I m a g i n a t i o n : " C o l e r i d g e ' s  s t u d ie s  in  t h i s  s e v e r e
lo g ic ,  h i s  in q u i ry  in to  t h e s e  m u l t i p l e  and fug i t ive  c a u s e s  o c c u p ie d
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th e  b e s t  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i fe .  T he  m e th o d s  he  e m p lo y e d  and the
r e s u l t s  th a t  he  r e a c h e d  a r e  th e  s u b je c t  of t h i s  E s s a y "  (p. 1).
But R i c h a r d s  i n te n d s  to  do m o r e  th an  d e s c r i b e  C o l e r i d g e ' s  m e th o d s
and  r e p o r t  the  r e s u l t s ;  he in te n d s  to  i n t e r p r e t  the  m e th o d  and  the
r e s u l t s  in  o r d e r  to m a k e  th e m  m o r e  r e a d i l y  u s a b l e ,  su c h
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b e in g  n e c e s s a r y ,  s i n c e  C o l e r i d g e
l iv e d  a t  a  t i m e  w hen  a deep  and  g e n e r a l  c h an g e  w a s  
o c c u r r i n g  in m a n ' s  c o n c e p t io n s  of h i m s e l f  and  of his  
w o r l d ,  and he  sp en t  h i s  p o w e r s  upon the  e l a b o r a t i o n  
of a  s p e c u l a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  th a t  would be a k ind of 
m i c r o s c o p e  with  w h ich  to  s tudy  th is  c h an g e  and  o t h e r s .
It  i s  not an  e a s y  i n s t r u m e n t  to  u se .  It n e e d s  a d ju s tm e n t  
and p e r h a p s  s o m e  r e - d e s i g n i n g  (p. 2).
We hav e  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  how and  why R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d s
C o l e r i d g e ' s  f i g u r e  of the  m i c r o s c o p e  in a d e q u a te .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,
anyone  who h a s  m a d e  a s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  to  app ly  C o l e r i d g e ' s
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw ee n  im a g in a t io n  and  fancy  to  p a r t i c u l a r  p a s s a g e s  of
p o e t r y  w i l l  r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t a n d  (and r e c o g n i z e  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  in)
R i c h a r d s '  a s s e r t i o n  ab o u t  th e  n e ed  fo r  a d j u s t m e n t  and  r e - d e s i g n  of
C o l e r i d g e ' s  " i n s t r u m e n t .  " We a r e  not  to c o n s t r u e  R i c h a r d s '
a t t i tu d e  t o w a r d  C o l e r i d g e  a s  in an y  way d e r o g a t o r y .  Q u i t e  the
r e v e r s e .  He i s  s im p ly  unw i l l ing  to  a l low h i s  r e v e r e n c e  f o r
C o l e r i d g e  to  o b s c u r e  the  need  f o r  r e f i n e m e n t  w h e r e  th e  need  a r i s e s ,
and I sh o u ld  l ik e  to  a d v a n c e  h i s  a t t i tu d e  h e r e  a s  a m o d e l  fo r  u s  to
p u r s u e  in r e s p o n d i n g  to R i c h a r d s '  own w o r k .
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R i c h a r d s  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i e s  h i s  p u r p o s e  th u s :
I a m  not , in  wha t  fo l low s ,  v e r y  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  to 
p r e s e n t  C o l e r i d g e ' s  t h e o r y  in the e x a c t  f o r m  in w h ich  
he bu i l t  i t .  We can  show , I th in k ,  m o r e  r e s p e c t  fo r  
h is  a c h i e v e m e n t  and  f o r  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  p u r p o s e s  
to  w h ic h  he gave  so  m u c h  of h is  l i fe  by u s in g  h is  
d r a f t s  and  s k e t c h e s  to  c o n s t r u c t  a d e r i v e d  i n s t r u m e n t .
B u t  th e  p r i n c i p l e  w i l l  be  h i s  (p. 2).
T he  p la n  of u s in g  C o l e r i d g e ' s  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  the  b a s i s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t ­
ing a d e r i v e d  i n s t r u m e n t  w h ic h  we can  e m p lo y  p r o f i t a b ly  i n v i t e s  
c o m p a r i s o n  w i th  th e  a n a lo g o u s  p lan  in M e n c iu s  on th e  M ind . It 
i s  not  s u r p r i s i n g  o r  a c c id e n ta l  t h a t  R i c h a r d s  would  be  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
C o l e r i d g e  (who, un l ike  R i c h a r d s ,  inv o lv e s  h i m s e l f  d e ep ly  w i th  
m e t a p h y s i c s )  and  M e n c iu s  (who, un l ike  R i c h a r d s ,  b y p a s s e s  
e p i s t e m o l o g y ), if we r e c o g n i z e  th e  n a t u r a l  a f f i n i t i e s  w h ich  ou tw e igh  
th e  d i f f e r e n c e s :  R i c h a r d s  and C o l e r i d g e  d e a l  with  e p i s t e m o lo g y ,
and R i c h a r d s  and  M e n c iu s  b y p a s s  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  so th a t  R i c h a r d s  is 
ab le  to  d e r i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  r e l e v a n t  to h is  p u r p o s e s  f r o m  s u c h  
s e e m i n g ly  d i s p a r a t e  s o u r c e s .  F r o m  what  w e  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  about  
R i c h a r d s ,  we m ig h t  r e a s o n a b l y  p r e d i c t  h i s  s t r e n u o u s  i n t e r e s t  in 
b r in g in g  t o g e t h e r  v i e w s  of e x t r e m e  d i s p a r i t y .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  
he a v e r s  t h a t  " th e  h i s t o r y  of ph i lo so ph y  sh o w s  c l e a r l y  enough tha t  
f ru i t  c o m e s  m o s t  o f ten  f r o m  th e  c r o s s - f e r t i l i z a t i o n  of e n e m y  s t r a i n s "  
(p. 71). O n c e  a g a in ,  we e n c o u n t e r  th e  " p e a c e - m a k i n g "  p o t e n t i a l  of 
th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t .
R i c h a r d s  s t a t e s  the  s c o p e  of h i s  m e th o d  in C o l e r i d g e  on
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Im a g in a t io n  in th e  f o r m  of a p r o p o s a l  " to  t a k e  a l l  th e  p a r t s  of 
C o l e r i d g e ' s  th in k in g  th a t  s e e m  . . . r e l e v a n t  to  h i s  c r i t i c i s m ,
and  to t r e a t  t h e m  as  a n  e x e r c i s e  g ro u n d  fo r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  (p. 5).
We have  a l r e a d y  e x a m in e d  wha t  R i c h a r d s  m e a n s  by " i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  " 
and  the  p a r a l l e l  b e t w e e n  h is  m e th od  in C o l e r i d g e  on I m a g in a t io n  
and  the  m e th o d  of the  p r e s e n t  in v e s t i g a t i o n  shou ld  by now be 
a p p a r e n t .  R i c h a r d s  a l s o  m a k e s  the  a s s u m p t i o n  " th a t  C o l e r i d g e ' s  
g r e a t  m e r i t  a s  a c r i t i c —a m e r i t  u n iqu e  a m o n g  E n g l i s h  c r i t i c s  —is  
t h e  s t r e n u o u s  p e r s i s t e n c e  w i th  which  he r e f l e c t e d  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly  
upon c r i t i c i s m "  {p. 5). R ic h a r d s  d o e s  not  m e a n  th a t  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
r e f l e c t i o n  i s  by i t s e l f  a  m e r i t ,  n o r  do es  he m e a n  th a t  C o l e r i d g e  
w a s  n e c e s s a r i l y  a good p h i lo s o p h e r ;  R i c h a r d s  a g r e e s  t h a t  C o l e r i d g e  
m a d e  s e r i o u s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  e r r o r s  and  f u r t h e r  th a t  ph i lo sophy  
u n a p p l ied  r u n s  t h e  r i s k  of be ing  f a s h i o n - d i r e c t e d  a nd  e v a n e s c e n t .
T h e  va lue  of p h i lo s o p h ic a l  th ink ing  l i e s  in th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  
"we m a y  r e g a r d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  in a n o t h e r  way; and th e n  th ey  w i l l  not 
s e e m  so  fu g a c io u s .  No c a r e f u l ,  a c u t e  and r e s o l u t e  p ie c e  of th in k in g  
e v e r  l o s e s  i t s  v a l u e —its  p o w e r  to  be of u s e  to  m a n k i n d "  (p. 9).
It i s  p a r t  of  the good p h i l o s o p h e r ' s  job to  m a k e  m i s t a k e s ,  s i n c e  he 
w i l l  m a k e  th em  anyw ay ,  and  i t  i s  a l s o  p a r t  of h is  job to  benef i t  
f r o m  th e  m i s t a k e s  of o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s c a r d i n g  an 
e n t i r e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s y s t e m  b e c a u s e  of the  m i s t a k e s  in it ,  fo r  
" e v e r y  good p h i lo s o p h e r  s t a n d s  w ith  P la to  and A r i s t o t l e ;  his w o rk
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r e m a i n s  p e r m a n e n t l y  a s  an  a id  in e x p lo r in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 
o u r  m e a n in g s .  And o f ten  the  v e r y  m i s t a k e s  he m a d e  w i l l  be a 
l a r g e  p a r t  of  h i s  v a lu e "  (p. 10). T he  r e a d e r  w i l l  s e e  in t h i s  
quo te  t h e  gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e  of R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  h e r e  and  e l s e w h e r e  
and w i l l  hopefu l ly  a p p r e h e n d  the  p r e s e n c e  of a c lo s e l y  an a lo g o u s  
gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e  in  the  e f fo r t  h e r e  to  u n d e r s t a n d  R i c h a r d s .
In s tu dy in g  C o l e r i d g e ,  then ,  R i c h a r d s  i s  not t r y in g  to 
defend  him o r  to  r e f u t e  h im  but r a t h e r  to get h im c l e a r  so  th a t  
we m ay  have  th e  b a s i s  f o r  d e c id in g  how to u s e  h is  w o rk .  " O u r  
a i m ,  " s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  " i s  to  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  o p in io n s ,  if we can ,  
an d  in so  doing to  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  own. W h e th e r  we a g r e e  o r  
not  w i th  th e m  i s ,  in c o m p a r i s o n ,  of no i m p o r t a n c e "  (p. 19). The  
r e c u r r e n t  guid ing  p r i n c i p l e  is  ev iden t  in th i s  p a s s a g e ,  and 
R i c h a r d s  u s e s  m a n y  of h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  d e v i c e s  in  c o n n e c t io n  
w i th  it t h ro u g h o u t  the  book. We f ind the  i n s t r u m e n t - m a c h i n e -  
a p p a r a t u s  f ig u re ,  m u l t i p le  de f in i t io n ,  the  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  
d ic h o to m y  of l an g u a g e  u s e ,  i n d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e  to  (and e x e m p l i ­
f i c a t io n  of) the  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t ,  and  r e f e r e n c e s  
to  C h in e s e  p h i lo sop h y .
Som e e x a m p le s  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t - m a c h i n e - a p p a r a t u s  f ig u re  
a r e :  (1)
What  I s h a l l  t r y  to  do, so f a r  a s  I c a n ,  i s  to u s e  
C o l e r i d g e ' s  m e t a p h y s i c a l  m a c h i n e r y  i s  m a c h i n e r y ,
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d i s r e g a r d i n g  th e  u n d e n ia b le  f a c t  t h a t  C o l e r i d g e  
h i m s e l f  so  o f t e n  too k  it t o  be  m u c h  m o r e .  I s h a l l  
t a k e s  h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h a t  i s ,  a s  ’c o n c e p t s  of 
t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g '  (to u s e  h i s  t e r m i n o l o g y )  and  
u s e  t h e m ,  no t  a s  d o c t r i n e s  to  be a c c e p t e d ,  r e f u t e d  
o r  c o r r e c t e d  ( h o w e v e r  g r e a t  th e  t e m p t a t i o n s )  b u t  a s  
i n s t r u m e n t s  w i th  w h ic h  to  e x p l o r e  th e  n a t u r e  of 
p o e t r y  (p. 21).
T h i s  i s  not  o n ly  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of th e  a i m  to  u n d e r s t a n d  
r a t h e r  t h a n  to  d e fen d  o r  r e f u t e  ( h e r e  and  in  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  b o o k s  
s t u d i e d  s o  f a r  —cf. P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  and  M en c iu s  on  th e  M i n d ) 
but  a l s o  a n o t h e r  s t r o n g  h in t  t h a t  u s e  o f  t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  c o n c e p t  i s  th e  s e l e c t e d  w ay  to  a c h i e v e  t h i s  a i m .  If R i c h a r d s  
is  go in g  to  u s e  C o l e r i d g e ' s  " m a c h i n e r y ,  " t h a t  i s ,  h i s  " c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  " 
a s  " i n s t r u m e n t s  w i th  w h ic h  to  e x p l o r e  th e  n a t u r e  of  p o e t r y ,  " and  if 
p o e t r y  i s ,  a s  R i c h a r d s  s u g g e s t s  (cf .  d i s c u s s i o n  of  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,  a b o v e ) ,  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e g r e e  of  h u m a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
t h e n  i t  i s  o n c e  m o r e  e v id e n t  t h a t  R i c h a r d s '  m a j o r  i n t e r e s t  i s  not  
in  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  in a n a r r o w  o r  d o g m a t i c  way  bu t  i s  i n s t e a d  
a n  i n t e r e s t  in l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  a n d  p o e t r y  a s  t h e y  Speak  to  th e  
h u m a n  c o n d i t io n .  He i s  k e e n l y  (and p e r h a p s ,  of n e c e s s i t y ,  
d e s p e r a t e l y ? )  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  th e  e f f i c a c y  of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  th e y  
i m p i n g e  upon  a nd  b e c o m e  p a r t  of t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a f f a i r s  of h u m a n  
b e in g s .
(2) " t h e s e  i n t r i c a t e  t r e a c h e r o u s  a b s t r a c t  m a c h i n e s "  (p. 22),  
a  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of  C o l e r i d g e ' s  m e t a p h y s i c a l  " c o n s t r u c t i o n s . "
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(3) " an  i n s t r u m e n t  to  be u se d  in h is  l a t e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
(as  a g e o m e t e r  m a y  p o s tu l a t e  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of l in e s  a s  an  i n s t r u ­
m e n t  to  be u se d  in g e o m e t r y ) "  (pp. 45-46) .  H e r e  R i c h a r d s  i s  
c a l l i n g  C o l e r i d g e ' s  " ' f i r s t  p o s tu l a t e  of p h i lo s o p h y '"  ( the m o s t  b a s ic  
e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  c o n ce p t  in  C o l e r i d g e ,  the  in i t i a l  " a c t  of c o n t e m p l a ­
t io n "  b ro u g h t  about  by a " r e a l i z i n g  in tu i t io n " )  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  with  
a d e s c r i p t i v e  u s e  which  t u r n s  out  to be  a s p e c u la t i v e  use :
We m u s t  be m o r e  t h a n  m e r e l y  a w a r e ,  we  m u s t  be 
a w a r e  of o u r  a w a r e n e s s ,  and  o f  the  f o r m  and m od e  
of o p e r a t i o n  of our  a w a r e n e s s .  T he  r e s t  of  h i s  
ph i lo sophy  is  a  v e r b a l  m a c h in e  fo r  e x h ib i t in g  wha t  
th e  e x e r c i s e  of th i s  p o s tu l a t e  (""Know T h y s e l f " ^  o r  
t h i s  a c t  of c o n te m p la t io n  y ie ld e d .  (As the  g e o m e t e r ' s  
d r a w n  d i a g r a m s  and  w r i t t e n  t h e o r e m s  a r e  a  m a c h in e  
fo r  exh ib i t ing  h is  a c t s  of r e a l i z i n g  in tu i t io n . ) We 
m u s t  s tudy  it a s  a  m a c h i n e —w ith  a r e c o g n i t i o n  th a t  
in  th e  n a tu r e  of the  c a s e  it m u s t  be a  v e r y  in e f f ic ien t  
m a c h i n e —u s e fu l  only so  f a r  a s  i t  h e lp s  u s  to  go 
th r o u g h  th e  s a m e  r e a l i z i n g  in tu i t io n s  (p. 4 7 ) .^
In C o le r id g e  on I m a g in a t io n  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  of
O t h e r  e x a m p le s :  (4) C o l e r i d g e ' s  " s u b j e c t - o b j e c t  m a c h i n e r y "
is  c a l l e d  "an  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  not ing ,  and i n s i s t i n g ,  th a t  n o th ing  of 
w h ich  we a r e  in  any way c o n s c io u s  i s  g iven  to  the  m in d "  (pp. 56-57) ;
(5) C o l e r i d g e ' s  " c o n c e p t io n  of the  m in d  a s  a n  a c t iv e ,  s e l f - f o r m i n g ,  
s e l f - r e a l i z i n g  s y s t e m "  i s  c a l l e d  "an  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  e x p lo r in g  th e  
m o s t  i n t r i c a t e  and  un if ied  m o d e s  of m e n t a l  a c t iv i t y "  (p. 69); (6) 
C o l e r i d g e ' s  " c o n c e p t io n  of I m a g in a t io n "  i s  c a l l e d  " the  m a i n  
i n s t r u m e n t  C o l e r i d g e  u s e s "  (p. 122); and  (7) p o e t r y  i s  d e s c r i b e d  
by R i c h a r d s  a s  " the  s u p r e m e  u s e  of  la n g u a g e ,  m a n ' s  c h ie f  
c o - o r d i n a t i n g  i n s t r u m e n t "  (p. 230).
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s y s t e m a t i c  u s e  of m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t ion :  The w o r d s  " im a g i n a t io n "
{p. 24 ff. ), " w o r d "  {p. 103 ff. ), and " n a t u r e "  (p. 157 ff. ) a r e  so 
t r e a t e d ,  and  the  s e c o n d  o f  t h e s e  is  of m o s t  r e l e v a n c e  h e r e  b e c a u s e  
it o c c u r s  in th e  co n te x t  of a  d i s c u s s i o n  of f i c t io n s ,  t h e r e b y  
in v i t in g  c o m p a r i s o n  with  t h e  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  of " f i c t i o n s "  which  
w a s  d i s c u s s e d  a s  p a r t  of o u r  e x a m in a t io n  of B as ic  R u le s  of R e a s o n .
" W o r d s  a r e  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  the  un i ts  of m e a n i n g " {p. 101),
s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  and by th a t  he m e a n s  th a t  s i n c e  a w o r d ,  a s  
o r d i n a r i l y  u n d e r s to o d ,  is a n  a b s t r a c t i o n  t a k e n  f r o m  th e  c o n te x t  of 
a  c o m p l e t e  u t t e r a n c e ,  s in c e  c r i t i c i s m  ( r e a d in g ,  a s  i t  w e r e )  is 
c o n c e r n e d  with u t t e r a n c e s ,  and  s i n c e  the  w o r d  ta k e n  f r o m  c o n te x t  
has  l i t t l e  o r  no m e a n in g  by i t s e l f  a s  a r e s u l t  of hav ing  too  m a n y  
p o s s ib l e  m e a n i n g s ,  we  had  b e t t e r  su b j e c t  th e  w o r d  " w o r d "  i t s e l f  
to  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n  in o r d e r  f i r s t  t h a t  we m a y  s e e  th e  p r o c e s s  
and the s ig n i f i c a n c e  of th e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s  and s e c o n d  th a t  
we m a y  e s t a b l i s h  a  p a r a d i g m  fo r  m a n y  o t h e r  w o r d s  w hose  m e a n i n g s  
have  s i m i l a r  f l u c tu a t io n s ,  w o r d s  su c h  a s  " p o e m ,  " " r h y t h m ,  " and  
" thought .  " H ence  he l i s t s  and d i s c u s s e s  th e  fo l low ing  d e f in i t io n s  
of " w o r d " :
1. "A w o r d "  m a y  in d ic a te  a p a r t i c u l a r  o c c u r r e n c e  of an  
a c t  of s p e e c h ,  w r i t i n g ,  h e a r i n g ,  o r  though t ,  w h ic h  m a y  be 
d i s t in g u i s h e d  f r o m  o t h e r  o c c u r r e n c e s  by i t s  lo cu s  in s p a c e  and 
t i m e .  We s e ld o m  u s e  ju s t  t h i s  m e a n in g .
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2. MA w o r d " m o r e  o f ten  m e a n s  a  v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of 
w o r d s  ( p a r t i c u l a r  s p e e c h - a c t s ,  s e n s e  1) u s e d  by m a n y  peop le  
e v e r y  day  and o v e r  a p e r i o d  of y e a r s ,  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  ind iv id ua l  
s p e e c h - a c t s  h a v in g  su f f ic ie n t  s i m i l a r i t y  th a t  w e  r e g a r d  th e m  a s  the  
s a m e  w o r d .  By so  do ing  we a r e  e m p lo y in g  a c o n v e n ie n t  f i c t io n  to 
f a c i l i t a t e  c o m m u n ic a t io n ;  but  we w i l l  v e r y  l ik e ly  m i s u n d e r s t a n d  
th e  n a t u r e  of o u r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  if we do not  r e c o g n i z e  th a t  w o r d s  
in s e n s e  2 a r e  f i c t io n s .  ( H e r e ,  w e  m a y  c o m p a r e  o u r  t e n t a t i v e  
c o n c lu s io n  in  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r  tha t  fo r  R i c h a r d s  a  f i c t io n  
m a y  be a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t :  a  w o r d ,  if it i s  a  f ic t ion ,  c a n
be a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  a  f i c t io n  c an  be).
R i c h a r d s  c a l l s  t h i s  d e f in i t io n  of a w o r d  a s  f i c t io n  a " q u a s i ­
a u to m a t i c  a b s t r a c t i v e  m a c h i n e r y "  (cf. o u r  t e r m  " q u a s i - m e t a p h o r "  
in th e  d i s c u s s i o n  of B a s i c  R u le s  of R e a s o n ), in d ic a t in g  tha t  th in k in g  
of a w o r d  in t h i s  w ay  i s  an  a c t iv i t y  w h ic h  w e  p e r f o r m  n a t u r a l l y  
w i thou t  a lw a y s  b e in g  a w a r e  of th e  c o n v en ien t  s h o r t h a n d  we a r e  
u s ing .  T h u s ,  w e  m u s t ,  s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  " r e - e x a m i n e  . . . t h e s e
. . . a s s u m e d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  and  th e  m e th o d  by w h ic h  we h a v e  b een  
g iven  t h e m "  (p. 104). R e - e x a m i n a t i o n  is  a  m a t t e r  of r e f i n e m e n t
of th e  i n s t r u m e n t  t h r o u g h  m u l t i p l e  d e f in i t io n ,  which  i s  i t s e l f  a 
r e f i n i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  in n eed  of r e f i n e m e n t .  " T h e  m e th o d  by which  
we have  b e e n  g iv e n "  the  s h o r th a n d  of u s in g  t h i s ,  t h e  s e co n d  
d e f in i t io n  of " w o r d ,  " i s  r e - e x a m i n e d  a lo n g  w i th  th e  t h i r d  d e f in i t io n
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of " w o r d " :
3. "A w o r d " m a y  m e a n  a c e r t a i n  a r r a n g e m e n t  of m a r k s  on  
p a p e r  o r  a  c e r t a i n  p ro d u c e d  sound  w h ich  we t a k e  a s  s t i m u l u s  fo r  
th e  r e s p o n s e  w h ich  we la b e l  a s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of th e  s t i m u l u s .
" T h a t  i s  to  s a y  we can  t a k e ,  a s  the  w o r d ,  m e r e l y  the  s ign .  But 
w e  r a r e l y  do t h i s .  In the  p r o c e s s  of r e c o g n i z i n g  th e  s ig n s  we 
i n v e s t  t h e m  with  q u a l i t i e s  w hich ,  a s  s i g n s ,  th ey  do not p o s s e s s "
{p. 106). T h e  key  w o rd  in th is  p a s s a g e  is  " i n v e s t . "  P r i n t e d  
m a r k s  do not have  so u n d s  u n l e s s  we a g r e e  to  a t t r i b u t e  so u n d s  to  
t h e m ,  t h a t  i s ,  u n l e s s  we in v e s t  th e m  with  so u n d s ;  so u n d s  do not 
have  d e n o ta t io n ,  c o n n o ta t io n ,  n u a n ce ,  e tc .  , u n l e s s  we in v e s t  th em  
with  t h e s e  a t t r i b u t e s ;  and  t h i s  in v e s t i n g  is  the  "m e th o d  by w h ich  
we have  b e e n  g iv e n "  the  f ic t io n a l  m o d e  of th in k in g  of a w o rd  in 
s e n s e  2.
4. "A w o r d "  m ay  be t a k e n  to  m e a n  a s ig n  w h ic h  is  o r  
c o n ta in s  i t s  own m e a n in g ,  in w h ich  c a s e  we a r e  i n v e s t in g  u n c o n ­
s c i o u s l y ,  a s  though  the  b a s e  of the  t r i a n g l e  in T he  M ean ing  of 
M ean ing  w e r e  a  so l id  l ine ,  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw ee n  sy m b o l  and 
r e f e r e n t  b e in g  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  d i r e c t .  As w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  R i c h a r d s  
i n s i s t s  t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  sy m b o l  and  r e f e r e n t  i s  
i n d i r e c t ,  r e q u i r i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  th u s  th e  t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m .  Yet 
in  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  of T he  M ean ing  of M eaning  we sa w  th a t  R i c h a r d s  
r e g a r d e d  th e  c o n v en ien t  f ic t io n  of a s s u m i n g  a d i r e c t n e s s  b e tw e e n
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sy m b o l  a n d  r e f e r e n t  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  and  u r g e d  th a t  w hi le  
e m p lo y in g  th is  u s e f u l  f i c t io n  we r e c o g n i z e  it a s  su c h .  H e r e ,  in 
C o l e r i d g e  on I m a g i n a t i o n , he g ives  the a n a lo g o u s  a r g u m e n t  th a t  
" th i s  i n v e s tm e n t  of th e  w o r d s  with  a  m e a n i n g  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  
of the  r i g h t  r e a d i n g  of t h e m "  (p. 107); fo r  w i thou t  it ,  we c o u ld n ' t  
r e a d  a t  a l l .  We wil l  do w e l l ,  t h en ,  in e m p lo y in g  t h i s  p r a c t i c a l  
n e c e s s i t y  of i n v e s tm e n t ,  to k e ep  in  m in d  the  t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m  and 
th e  r o l e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  s y m b o l  and  r e f e r e n t  i n t e r a c t  i n d i r e c t l y ,  
m a k in g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y ;  w o r d s  i n t e r a c t  w i th  w o r d s  
i n d i r e c t l y ,  e tc .
E v e n  a c u r s o r y  look a t  C o l e r i d g e  on  Im a g i n a t i o n  w i l l  r e v e a l  
m a n y  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  C o l e r i d g e  and R i c h a r d s .
E x a m p l e s  abound:  R i c h a r d s  q u o te s  C o l e r i d g e  a s  s a y in g  " ' I  l a b o u r e d
a t  a  so l id  foundat ion ,  o n  w h ich  p e r m a n e n t l y  to g rou n d  m y  o p in io n s ,  
in  the  c o m p o n e n t  f a c u l t i e s  of the  h u m a n  m in d  i t s e l f ,  and  t h e i r  
c o m p a r a t i v e  d ign i ty  and i m p o r t a n c e ' "  {p. 3); C o l e r i d g e  a t t e m p t s  
c o n s c io u s ly  to l ay  a  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  foun da t io n  fo r  h i s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t h e o r e t i c a l  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  and ,  
m e t a p h y s i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a p a r t ,  so  d o e s  R i c h a r d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
in  P r i n c i p l e s  of  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m .
In r e s p o n s e  to  T. S. E l i o t ' s  a s s e r t i o n  (in The  U s e  of  
P o e t r y ) t h a t  C o l e r i d g e  owed l e s s  to  h i s  t r a i n i n g  in  p sy c h o lo g y  and
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p h i lo s o p h y  th a n  to  h i s  own v e r y  d e l i c a t e  and  s u b t l e  i n s ig h t  a s  a
p r a c t i c i n g  p o e t ,  R i c h a r d s  s a y s
Yes .  But i s  it  a n  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  v e r y  p e c u l i a r  
k ind  of  i n s i g h t  i s  found  in C o l e r i d g e ?  H is  p h i lo s o p h ic  
p r e o c c u p a t i o n s  c a n n o t  b e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  it.  T h e  
s p e c u l a t i o n s  and  t h e  i n s i g h t  i n c e s s a n t l y  p r o m p t  one  
a n o t h e r .  T h e  i n s ig h t  w a s  th e  s t i m u l u s  to  th e  
s p e c u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s p e c u l a t i o n  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  of th e  
i n s ig h t  (p. 4).
Not o n ly  do  w e  h a v e  h e r e  th e  f i g u r e  of t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  in c o n n e c t i o n  
w i th  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of s p e c u l a t i o n ,  bu t  we  a l s o  h a v e  a  p a s s a g e  w r i t t e n  
by R i c h a r d s  a b o u t  C o l e r i d g e  w h ic h  cou ld  a c c u r a t e l y  a p p ly  v e r b a t i m  
to  R i c h a r d s  h i m s e l f  and  w h ic h ,  if so  a p p l i e d ,  c a n  show  u s  m u c h  of  
w h a t  w e  n e ed  if we  a r e  to  u n d e r s t a n d  h i m ,  a  p h i l o s o p h e r - p o e t  
e x p l i c a t i n g  a  p o e t - p h i l o s o p h e r .  M o r e  of  w h a t  w e  n e e d  is  m a d e  
e x p l i c i t  in a n o t h e r  p a s s a g e  of  c o m m e n t a r y  on  C o l e r i d g e  by  R i c h a r d s :  
".  . . we s h a l l  n o t  r e a l i z e  w h a t  w e  m i g h t  g a in  f r o m  C o l e r i d g e  w i t h ­
out s o m e  e q u iv a l e n t  t r o u b l e .  We c a n  n e i t h e r  r e c a p t u r e  w h a t  h i s  
in s i g h t  g a v e  h im  n o r  d e v e l o p  it  f u r t h e r ,  u n l e s s ,  in  new  t e r m s  
p e r h a p s ,  we m a k e  a s i m i l a r  e f f o r t  of t h o u g h t "  (pp.  4 - 5 ) .  And so  
o n c e  m o r e  we m a y  a p p ly  R i c h a r d s ’ r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a b o u t  how to  
r e a d  C o l e r i d g e  to  o u r  p r o b l e m  of  how t o  r e a d  R i c h a r d s .  Who c a n  
u n d e r t a k e  th e  " e q u i v a l e n t  t r o u b l e "  w i th o u t  f e e l in g  s o m e w h a t  a b a s h e d ?  
R i c h a r d s  h a s  a r m e d  h i s  v i s i o n  ( o u r s ,  to o ,  i f  w e  c a n  u s e  h i s  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s )  in s o  m a n y  f o r m i d a b l e  w a y s  t h a t  one  d e s p a i r s  o f  b e in g  a b le  
to  go to  th e  " e q u i v a l e n t  t r o u b l e , "  w h e n  m e r e  l i t e r a c y  is
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di f f icu l t  enough to  a c q u i r e .  But in t h i s  c a s e ,  m e r e  l i t e r a c y  m a y  
be n e a r l y  enough;  fo r  R i c h a r d s  h as  p lac ed  s i g n p o s t s  a long  the  
a s c e n t  a lo n g  with  i m p l e m e n t s  with  i n s t r u c t i o n s  fo r  t h e i r  u s e  
(as  w e l l  a s  s u g g e s t i o n s  fo r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  on t h e i r  d e s ig n ) .  T he  
r e s t  i s  a m a t t e r  of w h e t h e r  and  how s t r e n u o u s l y  w e  a r e  m o t iv a te d  
to c l im b .
Since,  a s  o u r  a n a l y s i s  has  shown,  C o l e r i d g e  on Im a g in a t io n  
u s e s  t h e  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  and d e m o n s t r a t e s  m o r e  
c l e a r l y  th an  R i c h a r d s '  p r e v i o u s  b o o k s  the  r e q u i s i t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  we m u s t  r e g a r d  it a s  th e  b e s t  e x a m p le  
of a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  e n c o u n t e r e d  so  f a r ,  a s  o u r  s c r u t i n y  
a l lo w s  u s  to  o b s e r v e  the  g row th  and  d e v e lo p m e n t  of th e  c o n c e p t .
C H A P T E R  III
C O N T E X T S  AS ORGANIC
R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  w i th  M e nc iu s  and  C o l e r i d g e  he lp ed  m a k e  him 
m o r e  ful ly  a w a r e  of the  b r e a d t h  of h i s  i n t e r e s t s  and  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  
Being  t h u s  m o r e  fu l ly  a w a r e ,  he b eg an  to  focus  h i s  e n e r g i e s  
m o r e  upon e d u c a t io n a l  t h e o r y  and l e s s  upon l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  
a l though  a c e n t r a l  c o n c e r n  w i th  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  in 
e v id e n c e .  T h e  books  e x a m in e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  
r e s u l t s  of th i s  sh i f t  in fo cu s .  And it i s  a sh i f t  in  fo c u s ,  not a n  
a b a n d o n m e n t  of l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  R i c h a r d s  r e m a i n s  i n t e r e s t e d  
in l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  but  he f e e l s  t h a t  w i thou t  b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n  in 
r e a d i n g ,  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  is  a s u p e r f lu o u s  a c t iv i ty  and th a t  w i thout  
m o r e  e f fe c t iv e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  th ro u g h o u t  the  w o r ld ,  l i t e r a r y  c r i t ­
i c i s m  m a y  b e c o m e  a n  i m p o s s i b l e  a c t iv i t y  in  th e  v e r y  l ik e ly  
a b s e n c e  of a n y on e  to  p e r f o r m  it. He th u s  r e g a r d s  e d u c a t io n  and 
c o m m u n ic a t io n  a s  m o r e  b a s i c  th an  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  and h e n c e  
m o r e  d e s e r v i n g  of h i s  m a j o r  e f f o r t s .
Having  sh i f ted  the  fo c u s  of h is  e n e r g i e s  to th e  t h e o r y  and 
p r a c t i c e  of e d u c a t io n ,  R i c h a r d s  d e v e lo p s  m o r e  e x p l i c i t ly  t h a n  
b e f o r e  an  o r g a n i c  v iew  of th e  m in d ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  the  s t a t e ,  and 
th e  w o r ld .  T h i s  a m o u n t s  to  a  m o r e  t h o r o u g h  d r a w in g  out o f  th e
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b r o a d e r  im p l i c a t i o n s  of s y n a e s t h e s i s ,  and th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  c o n ce p t  i s  m o r e  and  m o r e  in e v id e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in i t s  
r o l e  of m e d ia t io n .  M o re  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  we s h a l l  
w i t n e s s  f u r t h e r  g ro w th  of the  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c on cep t  to w a rd  
a m o r e  e x p l i c i t  f o r m u la t i o n  of t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n ­
d e n ce ,  t h ro u g h  m o r e  d e ta i l e d  s t u d i e s  of m e t a p h o r  and  de f in i t ion .
1. The P h i lo so p h y  of R h e to r i c
T h e  P h i lo so p h y  of R h e t o r i c  ̂( f i r s t  pu b l i sh ed  in 1936) h as  six
c h a p t e r s ,  e ach  of w h ich  w a s  one  in a s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  g iven  a t
B r y n  M a w r  C o l le g e .  R i c h a r d s  h a s  m a d e  few c h a n g e s  in  the  w r i t t e n
fo r m  of t h e s e  l e c t u r e s  f r o m  the  sp o k en  f o r m ,  s in c e  th e  l a t t e r  s e e m s  
to  h im b e s t  s u i t e d  to  the  " t e n t a t i v e  p r o v i s i o n a l  s p i r i t  in which  
th i s  s u b je c t  should  a t  p r e s e n t  be t r e a t e d "  (p. v i i i ) .  T h i s  quo te  
f r o m  h is  P r e f a c e  s e r v e s  n o t ic e  to  th e  r e a d e r  th a t  a  c a u t io u s  tone  
w i l l  be adop ted  and tha t  f ina l  a n s w e r s  a r e  not  to be e x p e c te d .  The  
r e a d e r  who h a s  fo l low ed R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  c h ro n o lo g ic a l ly  m ig h t  
r e a s o n a b l y  e x p ec t  a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  o r  two.
Although R i c h a r d s  d o e s  not u s e  th e  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s "  in  T he  P h i lo so p h y  of R h e t o r i c , a s  he  did in  C o l e r i d g e  on
*1. A. R i c h a r d s ,  T he  P h i lo so p h y  of R h e to r i c  (New Y o rk :  
O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1965).
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I m a g i n a t i o n , he d o e s  s t i c k  to  the  " t e n t a t i v e  p r o v i s i o n a l  s p i r i t "
w h ic h  is  in  k e e p i n g  w i th  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  e p i s t e m o l o g y .
T h e  p l a n  of th e  book  is  to  r e d e f i n e  " r h e t o r i c "  so t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  of
2
m o r e  p r a c t i c a l  u se  in  l a n g u a g e  s tu d y  t h a n  it h a s  b e e n .  T h i s  i s  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  by  d e v e lo p in g ,  f r o m  a c a r e f u l  s tu d y  of  th e  w a y s  in 
w h ic h  w o r d s  i n t e r a c t ,  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  w h ic h  he  c a l l s  the  
" c o n t e x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n i n g "  and w h ic h  l e a d s  to and  m a k e s  
p o s s i b l e  a n o t h e r  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  a  t h e o r y  of m e t a p h o r  m o r e  
u s e f u l ly  d e s c r i p t i v e  of the  w a y  w o r d s  w o r k  in d i s c o u r s e  t h a n  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  r h e t o r i c .
T he  m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  r e d e f i n i n g  " r h e t o r i c "  i s  to  m a k e  
p o s s i b l e  a m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  s tu d y  of l a n g u a g e  and l a n g u a g e  u s e .  
R i c h a r d s  u r g e s  t h a t  r h e t o r i c  " s h o u l d  b e  a  s t u d y  o f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
and i t s  r e m e d i e s "  (p. 3). S ince  we d o n ' t  h a v e  a n  a d e q u a t e  m e a n s  o f
e s t i m a t i n g  ju s t  w ha t  o u r  q u a n t i t a t i v e  an d  q u a l i t a t i v e  l o s s e s  in 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a r e ,  o ne  of th e  a i m s  of  T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  of  R h e t o r i c  
i s  " to  s p e c u l a t e  a b o u t  s o m e  of  t h e  m e a s u r e s  w e  sh o u ld  r e q u i r e  
in a t t e m p t i n g  s u c h  e s t i m a t e s "  (p. 3). T h i s  i s  v e r y  t e n t a t i v e  a n d
2T h i s  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  m o d e l  and  s e t s  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  f o r  h is  
r e d e f i n i t i o n s  of " r h e t o r i c ,  " " g r a m m a r ,  "  and  " l o g i c "  in 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in  T e a c h i n g  and  of " p h i lo s o p h y "  in S p e c u la t iv e  
I n s t r u m e n t s .
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p r o v i s i o n a l ,  i n d e e d ,  th e  a i m  b e in g  s p e c u l a t i o n  a b o u t  th e  n a t u r e  of 
a y e t  u n d e v e lo p e d  e s t i m a t i n g  d e v i c e .  T h e  c e n t r a l  q u e s t i o n  w h ic h  
s u c h  a n  e s t i m a t i n g  d e v i c e  w o u ld  be  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  i s  " 'H o w  m u c h  
a nd  in how m a n y  w a y s  m a y  good c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d i f f e r  f r o m  b a d ? ' "  
(p. 3); h o w e v e r ,  " t h a t ,  " s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  " i s  t o o  b ig  a n d  too  
c o m p l e x  a  q u e s t i o n  to  b e  a n s w e r e d  a s  it s t a n d s ,  bu t  w e  c a n  a t  
l e a s t  t r y  to w o r k  t o w a r d s  a n s w e r i n g  s o m e  p a r t s  of it;  a nd  t h e s e  
e x p la n a t i o n s  would  be  th e  r e v i v e d  s u b j e c t  of R h e t o r i c "  {pp. 3 - 4 ) .  
T h e  m e t i c u l o u s  c a u t i o n  h e r e  i s  of  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in t h a t  it  i s  in 
k e e p i n g  w ith  th e  s t a t e d  s p i r i t  of T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  of R h e t o r i c , a n d  
i t  h e lp s  e s t a b l i s h  a  to n e  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  P r i n c i p l e s  
of  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,  a  to n e  w h ic h  we m a y  d i s c o v e r  t o  be 
p a r t l y  a  r e s u l t  of R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  w i th  M e n c iu s  a n d  C o l e r i d g e  
an d  p a r t l y  a r e s u l t  of  R i c h a r d s '  e m e r g e n t  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  th e  fu l l  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  of h i s  e s p i s t e m o i o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  N o t i c e  t h a t  
R i c h a r d s  m a k e s  u s e  h e r e  of  t h e  w o r d  " t o w a r d s .  " He i s  to  
m a k e  f u r t h e r  and  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  of  it  a s  h i s  w o r k  g r o w s ,  a n d  we 
s h a l l  t r y  t o  m a k e  n o te  o f  t h e s e  u s e s  in  o r d e r  t h a t  w e  m a y  t h e r e b y  
b e  h e lp e d  a lo n g  t o w a r d  a  b e t t e r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  of s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s .
R i c h a r d s  b e g i n s  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  h i s  " n ew  R h e t o r i c "  by  
sh o w in g  th a t  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  w o r d  o n  t h e  one  hand  and  
on th e  o t h e r  a n  i d e a  o r  c o n c e p t  w h ic h  c a n  be  u n d e r s t o o d  a p a r t
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f r o m  t h e  w o rd  is  w i d e s p r e a d  but  w rong :  " in d ee d  a n  id ea ,  o r
a no t ion ,  l ike  the  p h y s i c i s t ' s  u l t i m a t e  p a r t i c l e s  and r a y s ,  i s  only  
known by wha t  it d o e s .  A p a r t  f r o m  i t s  d r e s s  o r  o t h e r  s i g n s  it 
i s  not i d e n t i f i a b le "  (p. 5). F u r t h e r ,  he i n s i s t s  t h a t  one  of the  
m a i n  fu n c t io n s  of r h e t o r i c  is  "to c o n s i d e r  m u c h  m o r e  c lo s e l y  how 
w o r d s  w o r k  in d i s c o u r s e "  (p. 5). Now the  idea  w e  a r e  m o s t
c o n c e r n e d  with  is sp e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  and  if an  id ea  c a n  be  
known only by w ha t  it d o e s ,  th en  we need  to  find out  what  a 
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  d o e s .  F o r  t h i s  id e a  we have  s e v e r a l  t e r m s  — 
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  " m a c h in e  to  th ink  w i th ,  " " i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s ,  " 
and  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t " ;  and we have fo u r  iden t i fy ing  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s —" i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e , "  " r e f i n e m e n t , "  " o p e n n e s s , "  
and  " the  e x p r e s s e d  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  c o n d i t io n a l .  " F o r  o u r  s tudy  we 
have  to  s e e  how, fo r  R i c h a r d s ,  w o r d s  w o rk  in d i s c o u r s e ,  and 
th e n  we hav e  to  s e e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  how th e  w o r d s  w i th in  q u o ta t io n  
m a r k s  in the  i m m e d ia t e l y  fo re g o in g  s e n t e n c e  w o r k  in d i s c o u r s e .
And t h i s  is  wha t  we have  b een  doing,  a l m o s t  of n e c e s s i t y ,  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  R i c h a r d s '  p r a c t i c e  of p r e s e n t i n g  i d e a s  by g iv ing  w o r k in g  
m o d e l s  of t h e m .  R i c h a r d s ,  with  Y e a t s ,  d o e s n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  how 
we can  know th e  d a n c e r  f r o m  the  d a n c e .
And th e  m a i n  th ing  w ro n g  w i th  t r a d i t i o n a l  r h e t o r i c ,  the  
r e a s o n  it n e e d s  r e d e f in in g ,  i s  tha t  it h a s  b e e n  an  a t t e m p t  to 
know, a s  it w e r e ,  th e  d a n c e r  f ro m  th e  d a n c e .  I o f f e r  h e r e
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s e v e r a l  q u o ta t io n s  f r o m  R i c h a r d s  to i l l u s t r a t e  h is  op in io ns  abo u t  
w ha t  r h e t o r i c  sh o u ld  be a s  c o n t r a s t e d  with  w ha t  it  h a s  b een ,  in 
o r d e r  to  get  u s  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  a lo n g  t o w a r d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 
h is  r e d e f in i t i o n :
(1) R h e to r i c  sh ou ld  be  "a  p h i lo s o p h ic  in q u i ry  in to  how 
w o r d s  w o r k  in d i s c o u r s e "  (p. 8). I n s t e a d ,  it h a s  b e e n  a  m a t t e r  
of o bv ious  and  c r u d e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  about  how to u s e  w o r d s :
, . be  c l e a r ,  y e t  d o n ' t  be d ry ;  be v iv a c io u s ,  u s e  m e t a p h o r s  
w h e n  they  wil l  be  u n d e r s t o o d  not  o t h e r w i s e ;  r e s p e c t  u s a g e ;  d o n ' t  
be lo n g -w in d ed ,  on the  o t h e r  hand d o n ' t  be  gaspy ;  av o id  a m b ig u i ty ;  
p r e f e r  th e  e n e r g e t i c  to  the  e le g an t ;  p r e s e r v e  un i ty  and  c o h e r e n c e "  
(p. 8). T h e s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  t r i v i a l i t i e s  a n d  hav e  p r o v e n  
not  to  be  he lp fu l  a t  a l l ;  bu t  th ey  a r e  not  ju s t  n e u t r a l l y  t r i v i a l  — 
t h e y  a r e  p e r n i c i o u s :  "What i s  w r o n g  w ith  t h e s e  to o  f a m i l i a r
a t t e m p t s  to  d i s c u s s  th e  w o r k in g  of w o r d s  ? How w o r d s  w o r k  is  a 
m a t t e r  about  w h ic h  e v e r y  u s e r  of la n g u a g e  i s ,  of n e c e s s i t y ,  a v id ly  
c u r i o u s  un t i l  t h e s e  t r i v i a l i t i e s  choke  th e  flow of i n t e r e s t "  ( p .  8).
We n o t i c e  h e r e  a  p a r a l l e l  w i th  R i c h a r d s '  c o m p la in t  in P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  th a t  the a i r  of f in a l i ty  of m o s t  a e s t h e t i c  
t h e o r i e s  k i l l s  o ff  i n v e s t ig a t iv e  c u r i o s i t y ,  and  we a l s o  r e m e m b e r  
th a t  a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  su p p o s e d  to  p r e v e n t  s u c h  m u r d e r .  
Indeed ,  we a r e  soo n  to se e  R i c h a r d s  a s s i g n i n g  c e r t a i n  of h i s  key  
t h e o r i e s  th e  ro l e  of  p o l i c e m e n .
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(2) R h e t o r i c  shou ld  b u sy  i t s e l f  w i th  " v e n t i l a t in g  by in q u i ry  
th e  s o u r c e s  of  th e  whole  a c t io n  of w o r d s "  (p. 9). I n s t e a d ,  th e  
t r i v i a l i t i e s  of t r a d i t i o n a l  r h e t o r i c  " m e r e l y  p lay  w i th  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  
about  t h e i r  e f f e c t s ,  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  u n i n s t r u c t i v e  and 
u n im p r o v i n g  u n l e s s  we go m o r e  d eep ly  a n d  by a n o th e r  r o u t e  into 
t h e s e  g r o u n d s " (p. 9). T h e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  s to p  in v e s t ig a t i v e  
c u r i o s i t y  by t a k in g  th e  e a s y  w ay  out ,  g iv ing  a c o m f o r t in g ly  p a n o r a m ­
ic ( " m a c r o s c o p i c " )  v iew  of l a n g u a g e ,  t h e r e b y  f r u s t r a t i n g  c o m p r e h e n ­
s io n  of the  way w o r d s  w o rk  in d i s c o u r s e ;  w e  need  to  s u p p l e m e n t  
p a n o r a m a  with  s e v e r a l  c l o s e - u p s ,  in  th e  f o r m  of "an  i n t im a te  o r  
m i c r o s c o p i c  i n q u i ry  w h ich  e n d e a v o r s  to  look into th e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
th e  m e a n i n g s  w i th  w h ich  d i s c o u r s e  i s  c o m p o s e d ,  not  m e r e l y  in to
th e  e f f e c t s  of v a r i o u s  l a r g e - s c a l e  d i s p o s a l s  of t h e s e  m e a n i n g s "
(p. 9). T h a t  i s  to  s a y  th a t  we  m a y  l e g i t im a t e ly  e x a m in e  " the  
whole  a c t io n  of w o r d s ,  " and we m a y  do so  p r o f i t a b ly ,  but  not  
un t i l  w e  have  m a d e  c a r e f u l  in q u i ry  into th e  s o u r c e s  t h e r e o f ,  
e n ab l in g  u s  b e t t e r  " to  a c c o u n t  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  m i s u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g ,  [ a n d j  to  s tudy  th e  e f f ic ie n c y  of l an gu a ge  and  i t s  c o n d i ­
t i o n s "  (p, 9). T o w a r d  t h i s  m o r e  i m m e d i a t e  end,
(3) R h e to r i c  shou ld  " r e n o u n c e ,  fo r  a  w h i le ,  th e  v iew th a t  
w o r d s  ju s t  have  t h e i r  m e a n i n g s  and th a t  w ha t  a  d i s c o u r s e  d o e s  i s  
to  be e x p la in e d  a s  a  c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e s e  m e a n i n g s —a s  a  w a l l  can
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be  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a c o m p o s i t i o n  of i ts  b r i c k s "  (p. 9). F o r  w o r d s  
do not even  e x i s t  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n s  with  o t h e r  w o r d s :  
T h ey  m a y  have  sound  o r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  ta k e n  a lon e ,  but  they  get 
t h e i r  m e a n i n g s  f r o m  the  co n te x t  in which  th ey  a r e  u s e d ,  and  th u s  
t h e i r  m e a n i n g s  a r e  i n te rd e p e n d e n t .  By t h i s  R i c h a r d s  do es  not  
m e a n  th a t  w o r d s  c a n n o t  have d i c t i o n a r y  m e a n in g s  w h ich  m a y  be 
he lp fu l  to u s ,  but he do es  m e a n  th a t  t h e s e  d i c t i o n a r y  m e a n in g s  
and  any o t h e r  m e a n in g s  o p e r a t e  a s  m e a n in g s  only in co n te x t  and  
th a t  m e a n i n g s  c h an ge  a s  co n te x t  c h a n g e s .  He is  s e t t i n g  up h is  
c o n te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n i n g s ,  and by " c o n te x t"  he m e a n s ,  a s  we  
s h a l l  d i s c o v e r ,  not only th e  l i t e r a l  con tex t  of th e  w o rd ,  any  
p a r t i c u l a r  o c c u r r e n c e  w ith  and  i n t e r a c t i o n s  with  o th e r  w o r d s ,  but  
a l s o  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  con tex t  of the  w o r d ,  i t s  p a s t  o c c u r r e n c e s  in 
l i t e r a l  c o n te x ts :  th e  m e a n in g s  of w o r d s  a r e  i n te r d e p e n d e n t  with in
l i t e r a l  con tex t  and w i th in  h i s t o r i c a l  con tex t .  C o n se q u e n t ly ,
{4) R h e to r i c  shou ld  " th ink  of a m e a n in g  a s  though  it w e r e  a 
p lan t  th a t  h a s  g ro w n "  (p. 12) in o r d e r  to c o u n te r a c t  "a  ch ie f  c a u s e  
o f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  . . . th e  P r o p e r  M ean ing  S u p e r s t i t i o n .
T h a t  i s ,  the  c o m m o n  b e l i e f —e n c o u r a g e d  o f f ic ia l ly  by wha t  l i n g e r s  
on in t h e  s c h o o l  m a n u a l s  a s  R h e t o r i c —th a t  a w o rd  h a s  a  m e a n i n g  
of i ts  own ( id ea l ly ,  only  one )  independen t  of a n d  c o n t r o l l i n g  i t s  u s e  
and  th e  p u r p o s e  fo r  w h ic h  it shou ld  be u t t e r e d "  (p. 11). W o rd s  
do have  s o m e th in g  l ike " p r o p e r  m e a n i n g s , "  o r  e l s e  we would have
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e v e n  g r e a t e r  d i f f icu l ty  in c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w ith  w o r d s  t h a n  we do,
but to  a s s u m e  tha t  t h e s e  a g r e e d - u p o n  m e a n in g s  a r e  any  m o r e
s t a b l e  t h a n  the  c o n te x t s  in which  th ey  o c c u r  i s  to m a k e  th e  p r o p e r
m e a n in g  c o n ce p t  into a s u p e r s t i t i o n  which  w i l l  b l ind u s  to the
r e l a t i v e  s t a b i l i ty - f l u id i ty  of c o n te x t s  and th e  c o n s e q u e n t  r e l a t i v e
s t a b i l i t y - f l u i d i t y  of m e a n i n g s  which  w o r d s  a c q u i r e  in c o n te x ts :
"S tab i l i ty  in a w o r d ' s  m e a n i n g  is  not  s o m e th in g  to  be a s s u m e d ,
but  a lw a y s  s o m e th in g  to be e x p la in e d "  (p. 11). F o r  a w o rd  is  not
a s  e a s i l y  u n d e r s to o d  an  e n t i ty  a s  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  have  l e d  us  
3
to  su p p o s e .  A r e v i v e d  r h e t o r i c  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  u s  to  th ink  of a 
m e a n in g  not  a s  s o m e th in g  s t i p u la t e d ,  p r e s c r i b e d ,  and s t a t i c  but 
r a t h e r  a s  s o m e th in g  l ike  a  g row ing ,  c u l t iv a te d ,  o r g a n i s m ,  a s  
d e s c r i b e d  by the  open ing  s e n t e n c e  of t h i s  p a r a g r a p h .
But a l though  R i c h a r d s  show s s h o r t c o m i n g s  in t r a d i t i o n a l  
t h e o r i e s  of r h e t o r i c ,  he n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n s i s t s  th a t  we not  e n t i r e l y  
d i s c a r d  th e m :  "We have to go beyond t h e s e  t h e o r i e s ,  but h o w e v e r
m i s t a k e n  th ey  m a y  be ,  o r  h o w e v e r  a b s u r d  t h e i r  o u tc o m e  m a y  
s o m e t i m e s  s e e m ,  we m u s t  not  f o r g e t  th a t  they  a r e  b e g in n in g s ,  
f i r s t  s t e p s  in a  g r e a t  and  nove l  v e n t u r e ,  the  a t t e m p t  to  ex p la in  in
Cf.  d i s c u s s i o n  of " th e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s "  in B a s i c  R u le s  
of R e a s o n  and th e  m u l t i p le  d e f in i t io n  of " w o r d "  in C o l e r i d g e  on 
Im ag in a t io n .
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d e ta i l  how lan gu ag e  w o r k s  and w i th  it to  i m p r o v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n "  
(pp. 17-18) .  If the  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  a r e  " c lo s e d ,  " in th a t  
t h e i r  s e n s e  of f in a l i ty  s t i f l e s  f u r t h e r  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  th en  a new 
r h e t o r i c  shou ld  open th em  up  by r e c o g n i z i n g  th a t  th ey  a r e  p a r t  of 
the  new r h e t o r i c ' s  co n te x t ,  tha t  the  new and th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r e  
in te r d e p e n d e n t .  T h u s ,  in sp i t e  o f  t h e i r  e r r o r s ,  t h ey  m a y  be 
e x c e e d in g ly  he lp fu l  if we r e g a r d  t h e m  a s  c o m p l e m e n t a r i e s  to o u r  
own t h e o r i e s ,  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  r i v a l s .  We would  th en  be r e g a r d i n g  
t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  of r h e t o r i c  (and ,  by i m p l i c a t i o n ,  of a e s t h e t i c s  
and  r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s )  a s  th in k in g  m a c h i n e s ,  w h e th e r  th ey  p u r p o r t  
to  be s u c h  o r  not.  T h is  e x p l i c i t  r e c o g n i t i o n  by R i c h a r d s  of 
s o m e  of t h e  f u l l e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  a m o n g  t h e o r i e s  
s e e m s  to  a r i s e  f r o m  h is  s tu d y  of th e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of  the  
m e a n in g s  of w o r d s ,  a s  o u r  f u r t h e r  e x a m in a t io n  of T h e  P h i lo so p h y  
°* R h e t o r i c  m a y  show; and ,  a l th o u g h  R i c h a r d s  h e r e ,  a s  in 
P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , is  a d v a n c in g  a t h e o r y  which  he 
r e g a r d s  a s  an  i m p r o v e m e n t  upon s e e m i n g ly  r i v a l  t h e o r i e s ,  he  i s  
now r e a d i e r  t h a n  b e f o r e  to  r e s p o n d  to t h e o r i e s  o t h e r  th an  h i s  own 
in a way  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  wha t  h i s  " m a c h in e  to  th in k  w i th "  
m e t a p h o r  h as  c o m m i t t e d  h im  to. W h e r e a s  in P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  m a n y  l i t e r a r y  t h e o r i s t s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  w i th  what  
a p p e a r e d  to  be  s c o r n ,  in T h e  P h i lo so p h y  of R h e to r i c  even  th e  m o s t  
p a te n t ly  a b s u r d  r h e t o r i c i a n s  a r e  t r e a t e d  w ith  the  s y m p a th y  and
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t o l e r a n c e  u r g e d  in  th e  p a s s a g e  ju s t  quo ted .
R i c h a r d s '  w o r k  w i th  M e n c iu s  and C o l e r i d g e  m a y  be a
c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c t o r  to  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  of to n e ,  but if an a t t i tu d e  of
t o l e r a n c e  had  not  b e en  u n d e r ly in g  the  e a r l i e r  e x u b e r a n c e ,  how could
R i c h a r d s  have  t u r n e d  s e r i o u s l y  and  o p e n -m in d e d ly  to  M e n c iu s  and
C o l e r i d g e  in the  f i r s t  p l a c e  ? I th ink  we shou ld  not  a t t a c h  undue
r e l e v a n c e  to  the  e a r l i e r  to n e  of s e e m i n g  s c o r n  o r  to  the  p r e s e n t
to n e  of s y m p a th y  and  t o l e r a n c e .  In P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y
C r i t i c i s m  and in T he  P h i lo so p h y  of R h e to r i c  R i c h a r d s  d o e s  th e  s a m e
thing:  He d e v e lo p s  t h e o r i e s  w h ich  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  to  have b e t t e r
p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n  t h a n  o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  t h e o r i e s .  It i s  s ig n i f ic a n t
th a t  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  w a s  fol lowed by P r a c t i c a l
C r i t i c i s m ,  th a t  T h e  P h i lo s o p h y  of R h e to r i c  i s  fo l lowed by
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g ,  and  t h a t  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  and
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g  a r e  in m a n y  w ay s  a n a lo g o u s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
in  be ing  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n s  of t h e o r e t i c a l  m a t e r i a l .  O ne  r e a s o n
f o r  po in t in g  out  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  and fo r  i n s i s t i n g  upon
r e f i n e m e n t ,  o p e n n e s s ,  and  th e  c o n d i t io n a l  i s  to  a id  s p e c u la t io n  in
s u i t in g  i t s e l f  b e t t e r  to  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a b i l i t y .  As R i c h a r d s  p u t s  it
in  T he  P h i lo s o p h y  of R h e t o r i c ,
W h a te v e r  w e  m a y  be s tu d y in g  we do so  only th r o u g h  
th e  g row th  of o u r  m e a n i n g s .  To r e a l i z e  t h i s  t u r n s  
s o m e  p a r t s  of t h i s  a t t e m p t e d  d i r e c t  s tudy  of the  
m o d e s  of g ro w th  and  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw e e n  m e a n in g s  . . .
in to  a  b u s i n e s s  of g r e a t  p r a c t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  F o r
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t h i s  s tud y  i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  only  th a t  it m a y  b e c o m e  
p r a c t i c a l  (p. 19).
F o r  s u p p o r t  h e r e ,  R i c h a r d s  q u o te s  H o b b e s 1 p a r a p h r a s e  of B acon
on the  su b je c t ,  end ing  w ith  th e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " ' t h e  sco pe  of a l l
s p e c u la t i o n  is th e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of s o m e  a c t io n ,  o r  th in g  to  be
d o n e ’" (p. 20).
A new r h e t o r i c  m u s t  e x a m in e  i ts  own a s s u m p t i o n s  and i t s  
own s u b je c t  m a t t e r ,  and  th en  it m u s t  t a k e  th e  r e s u l t s  of t h e s e  
e x a m in in g s  and u s e  t h e m  a s  the  m a t e r i a l  f o r  d e v e lo p in g  i t s  own 
m e t h o d s .  O ne  i s  r e m i n d e d  of R i c h a r d s '  a t t e m p t  to m a k e  of 
C o l e r i d g e ' s  t h e o r y  of th e  i m a g i n a t io n  "an  e m p lo y a b le  s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t .  " In T h e  P h i lo s o p h y  of  R h e t o r i c , he s a y s  th a t  "a 
r e v i v e d  R h e to r i c ,  o r  s tudy  of v e r b a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  m i s u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g ,  m u s t  i t s e l f  u n d e r t a k e  i t s  own in q u i ry  in to  the  m o d e s  of  
m e a n in g  . . .  by us in g  t h e o r e m s  abou t  the  s t r u c t u r e  of the  
f u n d a m e n ta l  c o n j e c t u r a l  u n i t s  of m e a n i n g  and th e  c o n d i t io n s  t h ro u g h  
w h ich  th ey ,  and t h e i r  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a r i s e "  {pp. 2 3 -24 ) .  T h is  
i s  the  b a s i s  f ro m  w hich  R i c h a r d s  w o r k s  t o w a rd  h i s  con tex t  
t h e o r e m  of m e a n in g .  In so  doing ,  he r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  
r h e t o r i c  h a s  m a n y  a d v a n t a g e s ,  but  he r e p o r t s  th a t  t h e s e  a r e  m a in ly  
a d v a n ta g e s  in  w inn ing  a n  a r g u m e n t :  " T h e  old R h e to r i c  w a s  a n
o f f s p r in g  of d i sp u te ;  i t  d e v e lo p ed  a s  the  r a t i o n a l e  of p lea d in g s  and
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p e r s u a d i n g s ;  it w a s  th e  t h e o r y  of t h e  b a t t l e  of w o r d s  and h a s  
a lw a y s  b e e n  i t s e l f  d o m i n a t e d  by  th e  c o m b a t i v e  i m p u l s e "  (p. 24).
We a r e  a l r e a d y  f a m i l i a r  w i th  R i c h a r d s '  v i e w s  a b o u t  how n a r r o w i n g  
a n d  b l in d in g  d i s p u t a t i o n  i s  a n d  why he  would  w i s h  a new r h e t o r i c ,  
o r  a ny  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  to  a v o id  d i s p u t a t i o n .
S t i l l  in  k e e p i n g  w i th  t h e  s t a t e d  s p i r i t  of T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  of 
R h e t o r i c ,  R i c h a r d s  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  a ny  a n s w e r s  to  o u r  i n q u i r i e s  a r e  
l ik e ly  to  be  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and  n e ed fu l  of f u r t h e r  r e f i n e m e n t :
" , . . w e  s h a l l  not  e x p e c t  a n y  a n s w e r s  w h ic h  w i l l  be  s a t i s f a c t o r y .
We m u s t  be  c o n te n t  if the  a n s w e r s  we ge t  a r e  t o  s o m e  d e g r e e  
u s e f u l —a m o n g  o t h e r  t h in g s  in i m p r o v i n g  t h e m s e l v e s "  (p. 28). 
O p e n n e s s  and  r e f i n e m e n t  a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  the  r e d e f i n e d  
r h e t o r i c ?  R e d e f in e d  r h e t o r i c  a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ?  My a n s w e r  
to  b o th  of t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  m a y  b e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  but  it  sh o u ld  
be  o b v io u s .
R i c h a r d s  b e g i n s  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  h i s  c o n t e x t  t h e o r e m  
of m e a n i n g  no t  by go ing  d i r e c t l y  to th e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s  but  
by u s i n g  an  a n a l o g y  b e tw e e n  w o r d s  and  h u m a n  b e in g s .  J u s t  a s  
he  sh o w e d ,  e a r l i e r  in T h e  P h i lo s o p h y  of R h e t o r i c , t h a t  w o r d s  a r e  
m o r e  f lu id  a n d  c o m p l e x  t h a n  b r i c k s ,  h e r e  he  p o in t s  ou t  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  in d e g r e e  of c o m p l e x i t y  b e tw e e n  h u m a n  b e i n g s  and  
t h e r m o m e t e r s :  We, h u m a n  b e in g s ,  t h a t  i s ,  a r e  l ik e  w o r d s ,  not
l ik e  b r i c k s ,  in  th a t  "w e  a r e  t h in g s  p e c u l i a r l y  r e s p o n s i v e  to  o t h e r
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t h i n g s "  (p. 29). S y n a e s t h e s i s  m a y  be a long  way off h e r e ,  but 
j u s t  how f a r ,  a f t e r  a l l ?  W e c a n  s e e  th a t  R i c h a r d s  i s  going to 
c o m p a r e  lan g u a g e  e l e m e n t s  with  g ro w in g  o r g a n i s m s ,  a n d  we m a y  
k e e p  an  eye  out f o r  wha t  s o m e  of th e  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  b e tw een  the  
i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s  and s o m e  p r i n c i p l e  of o rg a n ic  i s m ,  wha t  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  s u c h  a p r i n c i p l e  b e a r s  to  s y n a e s t h e s i s ,  and w h e th e r  
any  p r i n c i p l e  of o r g a n i c i s m  a r i s i n g  f ro m  o b s e r v a n c e  of the  
i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s  a id s  u s  in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the  p r i n c i p l e  of 
i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .
Not only a r e  we " th in g s  p e c u l i a r l y  r e s p o n s i v e  to  o t h e r  
t h in g s ,  " th e  p e c u l i a r i t y  of o u r  r e s p o n s e s  i s  th a t  t h ey  a r e  h igh ly  
c o m p le x ,  fo r  " i f  we c o m p a r e  o u r s e l v e s  to  t h e r m o m e t e r s ,  we s e e  
t h a t  o u r  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  of a d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r  of c o m p le x i ty "
(p. 29). T he  t h e r m o m e t e r ' s  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  to  w h a t  h a p p e n s  in 
i t s  p r e s e n t  on ly ,  and  it h a s  no m e m o r y  o r  c on d i t ion ed  r e s p o n s e ;  
i t s  p a s t  e x i s t e n c e  a s  ja. t h e r m o m e t e r  d o e s  not e n t e r  into  i t s  
r e s p o n s e s ,  w h e r e a s  o u r  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  the  m o s t  s ig n i f ic a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  to the  p e c u l i a r i t y ,  th a t  i s ,  h ighly  c o m p le x  
c h a r a c t e r ,  of o u r  r e s p o n s e s .  Any i m a g i n a r y  t h e r m o m e t e r  w h ich  
could  r e s p o n d  to  c e r t a i n  c h a n g e s  in t e m p e r a t u r e  in  a  way 
e x p la in a b le  only by r e f e r e n c e  to o th e r  th in gs  th a t  h ap p en e d  to  it 
d u r i n g  p a s t  o c c u r r e n c e s  of t h e s e  c e r t a i n  c h an g e s  in t e m p e r a t u r e  
"would  be  on th e  way  to  sho w in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of th e  b e h a v io r
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of l iv in g  s y s t e m s ,  of th e  s y s t e m s  w h ich ,  we sa y ,  have  a m in d "
(P. 29). F o r  R i c h a r d s  th u s  to  c o m p a r e  a  w o r d  w ith  a  h u m a n  
b e in g  i s  to  show what  he m e a n t  by s u g g e s t i n g  th a t  we th in k  o f  a 
m e a n i n g  a s  a g ro w in g  o r g a n i s m  and  a l s o  to  l ay  th e  g r o u n d w o rk  
f o r  the  t e m p o r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  s p a t i a l  a s p e c t s  of th e  s p e c i a l  u se  
he m a k e s  of the  t e r m  " c o n te x t "  in th e  c o n te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n in g .
A w o r d ' s  con te x t  is  not ju s t  i ts  " l i t e r a l  c o n te x t ,  " bu t  a l s o ,  and 
m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  w ha t  we hav e  a l r e a d y  t e n t a t iv e ly  c a l l e d  i t s  
" h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t .  " T h i s  l a t t e r  m u s t  be s t r e s s e d ,  if we a r e  "to 
r e a l i z e  how f a r  b a c k  into  the  p a s t  a l l  o u r  m e a n i n g s  go, how they  
grow  ou t  of one a n o t h e r  m u c h  a s  a n  o r g a n i s m  g r o w s ,  and how 
i n s e p a r a b l e  they  a r e  f r o m  one  a n o t h e r "  (p. 30). T h i s  quo te  
sho w s  th a t  the  p r i n c i p l e  of o r g a n i c i s m  in l an gu a g e  is  b a s e d  upon 
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of m e a n in g s  with o t h e r  m e a n i n g s  and upon 
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of l i t e r a r y  co n te x t  w i th  h i s t o r i c a l  co n te x t .  Two 
q u e s t i o n s  w h ich  a r i s e  h e r e ,  How c l o s e  i s  t h i s  to i n s t r u m e n t a l  
d e p e n d e n c e ?  and How d o e s  t h i s  a p p ly  to " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s " ?  
w i l l  hopefu l ly  r e c e i v e  t e n t a t i v e  a n s w e r s  o r  a t  l e a s t  be a s k e d  m o r e  
c l e a r l y  a s  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e e d s .
The  con tex t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n i n g  h o ld s  th a t  w o r d s ,  l ik e  o t h e r  
s i g n s ,  a r e  " s u b s t i t u t e s  e x e r t i n g  th e  p o w e r s  of wha t  i s  not  t h e r e .  
T hey  do th i s  a s  o t h e r  s ig n s  do i t ,  though  in m o r e  c o m p l e x  f a s h io n s ,  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o n t e x t s "  (p. 32). W hat  i s n ' t  t h e r e ,  y e t  is g iv ing
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th e  w o r d  p o w e r ,  is  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t ,  t h e  g row th  of i t s  m e a n ­
ing. T h e  g ro w th  o f  the  p lan t  has  m a d e  p o s s ib l e  i t s  m a t u r e  
f r u i t f u l n e s s :  " m e a n in g  i s  d e le g a t e d  e f f i c a c y " (p. 32). T he  w o r d
and i ts  m e a n in g  g ro w  t o g e t h e r ,  of c o u r s e ,  and  th e y  d i s p l a y  b e h a v io r  
l ik e  th a t  of the  i m a g i n a r y  t h e r m o m e t e r  w ith  a  m e m o r y .  As 
R i c h a r d s  p u ts  i t ,
. . . th e  m o d e s  of c a u s a l  r e c u r r e n c e  on  which  
m e a n i n g  d e p e n d s  a r e  p e c u l i a r  th r o u g h  th a t  
d e le g a t e d  e f f i c ac y  I have  b e e n  t a lk in g  about .  In 
t h e s e  c o n te x t s  one  i t e m —ty p ic a l ly  a  w o r d —t a k e s  
o v e r  the  d u t i e s  of p a r t s  which  can  th e n  be o m i t t e d  
f r o m  th e  r e c u r r e n c e .  T h e r e  i s  th u s  an  a b r i d g e m e n t  
of th e  co n te x t  only  sh o w n  in th e  b e h a v i o r  of l iv ing  
t h in g s ,  and  m o s t  e x te n s i v e l y  and d r a s t i c a l l y  shown 
by m a n .  W hen t h i s  a b r i d g e m e n t  h a p p e n s ,  wha t  
th e  s ig n  o r  w o r d —th e  i t e m  w i th  t h e s e  d e le g a t e d  
p o w e r s —m e a n s  is th e  m i s s i n g  p a r t s  o f  the  
c o n te x t  (p. 34).
In s h o r t ,  "w ha t  a  w o rd  m e a n s  is the  m i s s i n g  p a r t s  of the c o n te x ts  
f r o m  which  it  d r a w s  i ts  d e le g a t e d  e f f i c a c y "  (p. 35). F r o m  t h i s  we 
c a n  s e e  th a t  when R i c h a r d s  d i s c u s s e s  th e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s  he 
m e a n s  s o m e th in g  m o r e  c o m p l e x  th a n  we would s u s p e c t .  F o r  h im ,  
w o r d s  i n t e r a c t  w i th in  c o n te x t s ,  l i t e r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l ,  and th ey  do 
so  l ike  l iv in g  o r g a n i s m s .  T h ey  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  for  t h e i r  m e a n in g s  
upon  t h e i r  m o d e s  of  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  and  t h i s  m e a n s  tha t  th ey  a r e  
i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  w i th  o t h e r  w o r d s  in t h e i r  l i t e r a l  c o n te x t s  and th a t  
th ey  a r e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  w i th  o t h e r  e v e n t s  in  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  con tex t .  
To  r e g a r d  a  m e a n i n g  a s  an  o r g a n i s m  is  to ex h ib i t  w h a t  I have
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c a l l e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of o r g a n i c  i s m .  " S p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  h a s  
s u c h  a n  o r g a n i c  m e a n in g .  A lso ,  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  w i th in  c o n te x t  
s e e m s  to  be a  v e r y  c l o s e  a n a lo g u e  to  the  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  
d e p e n d e n c e .
T he  con te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n i n g  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  to  be a
" p o l i c e m a n  d o c t r i n e "  (p. 38), and  R i c h a r d s  c l a s s e s  it wi th  o t h e r
" t h e o r e m s "  of h is  own, w h ich  sh o u ld  be  r e g a r d e d  a s  idea l
p o l i c e m e n ,  r u l e r s  in the  s e n s e  M e n c iu s  would  u r g e —p o l i c e m e n  who
do not f o r c e  us  to do an y th in g  but  who r a t h e r  p r o t e c t  u s  a nd  guide
u s  so  th a t  we m a y  p u r s u e  o u r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s .  S p e c i f i c a l ly ,  w h a t
th e  co n te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n i n g  c a n  do a s  a  p o l i c e m a n  d o c t r i n e
is  to  d i s c o u r a g e  " o u r  h a b i t  o f  b e h a v in g  a s  though,  if a  p a s s a g e
m e a n s  one  th in g  it c a n n o t  a t  th e  s a m e  t i m e  m e a n  a n o t h e r  and  a n
in c o m p a t ib le  th in g "  (p. 38). A lso ,  th e  c o n te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n in g
o f f e r s  u s —by r e s t r a i n i n g  th e  O n e  a nd  O n ly  One  
T r u e  M e an in g  S u p e r s t i t i o n —a b e t t e r  hope ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
of p r o f i t i n g  f r o m  th e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s .  A c o n t r o v e r s y  
i s  n o r m a l l y  a n  e x p lo i t a t io n  of a  s y s t e m a t i c  s e t  of 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  f o r  w a r - l i k e  p u r p o s e s .  T h i s  t h e o r e m  
s u g g e s t s  th a t  the  s w o r d s  of d i s p u te  m ig h t  be  t u r n e d  
in to  p lough  s h a r e s  (p. 39).
T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i c e m a n  l e a d s  u s  c a l m l y  but f i r m l y  to  th e  h e a r t
of th e  r i o t ,  a s s u r i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  but  i n s i s t i n g  upon c o n f r o n t a t i o n —
a w a y  f r o m  d i s p u t a t i o n  a nd  t o w a r d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .  By r e s t r a i n i n g
the  One  T r u e  M e an in g  S u p e r s t i t i o n ,  t h e  c o n te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n in g
p r e v e n t s  the  m u r d e r  and e n c o u r a g e s  the  g ro w th  of n a t u r a l
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i n v e s t i g a t i v e  c u r i o s i t y .  O u r  f e e l in g  th a t  w e  m ig h t  do w e l l  no t  to  
a t t a c h  undue  r e l e v a n c e  to  th e  sh i f t  in  to n e  f r o m  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  to  T h e  P h i lo s o p h y  of R h e t o r i c  g a in s  s o m e  
s u p p o r t  in  th a t  R i c h a r d s  e x p l i c i t ly  c a l l s  th e  v a lu e  t h e o r y  of 
P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  a  p o l i c e m a n  d o c t r i n e  in th e  s a m e  
c l a s s  w i th  th e  c o n te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n in g :  "T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of
i m p u l s e s  d o c t r i n e  of v a lu e s  f o r  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  i s  in  th e  s a m e  
p o s i t io n "  (p. 38).
T he  con tex t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n i n g  a s s e r t s  not  o n ly  t h a t  w o r d s  
i n t e r a c t  and  th a t  t h e i r  m e a n i n g s  a r e  m u tu a l ly  d e p e n d e n t ,  but  a l s o  
th a t  th e  d e g r e e  of m u tu a l  d e p e n d e n c e  is  d i c t a t e d  by th e  kind  of 
i n t e r a c t i o n  involved .  W o r d s  d o n ' t  j u s t  i n t e r a c t ,  they  
" i n t e r i n a n i m a t e ,  " s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  and t h e i r  m u tu a l  d e p e n d e n c e  
" v a r i e s  e v id e n t ly  w i th  th e  ty p e  o f  d i s c o u r s e "  (p. 48). 
" i n t e r i n a n i m a t i o n "  is  a  t e r m  m u c h  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t i v e  of 
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  th an  the  w e a k e r  and b r o a d e r  " i n t e r a c t i o n ,  " and  in 
s u g g e s t i n g  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  it a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a  k ind  of i n t e r a c t i o n  
w h ic h  a d m i t s  of d e g r e e s ,  R i c h a r d s  ho lds  t h a t  w o r d s  a r e  m o r e  
in t e r d e p e n d e n t  in  p o e t r y  th an  in p r o s e  and m o r e  so  in e m o t iv e  
p r o s e  t h a n  in s c i e n t i f i c  p r o s e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  in even  the  s t r i c t e s t  
s c i e n t i f i c  p r o s e ,  w o r d s  a r e  m u tu a l ly  d e p e n d e n t  f o r  t h e i r  t o t a l  
m e a n in g ;  a l th o u g h  th e  s t r i c t  s e n s e  of a  w o r d  s u c h  a s  " t r i a n g l e "
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m a y  be f ixed ,  the  o t h e r  w o r d s  w h ich  o c c u r  w i th  i t  in  an  u t t e r a n c e  
a r e  not n e c e s s a r i l y  so  f ix ed ,  and f u r t h e r ,  m o r e  th a n  m e r e  s e n s e  
i s  l ik e ly  to  be  invo lved  in th e  t o ta l  m e a n i n g  of a ny  w o rd :
". . . in m o s t  p r o s e ,  and  m o r e  th a n  we o r d i n a r i l y  s u p p o s e ,  the  
o pen in g  w o r d s  have  to w a i t  f o r  t h o s e  th a t  fol low to  s e t t l e  w ha t  
th ey  s h a l l  m e a n "  (p. 50). T h i s  ho ld s  fo r  w ha t  R i c h a r d s  h e r e  
c a l l s  " the  s e n s e  of the  w a i t in g  w o r d s "  {p. 50), " the  f e e l in g  if any 
t o w a r d s  w h a t  I am  t a l k i n g  a b o u t"  (p. 50), " the  r e l a t i o n  t o w a r d s  
m y  a u d ie n c e  I w an t  to e s t a b l i s h "  {p. 50), a nd  " the  c o n f id e n c e  I 
have  in th e  s o u n d n e s s  of the  r e m a r k "  (p. 50). T h e s e  a r e  f a m i l i a r  
l a n g u a g e  fu n c t io ns  to  r e a d e r s  of R i c h a r d s ,  a s  is the  poin t  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  a l l  p a r t s  of the  to ta l  m e a n in g  of a w o r d  o r  p a s s a g e .
What i s  i m p o r t a n t  and  e v id en t  about  w o r d s  and  t h e i r  c o n te x t s  
is  th a t  "no w o rd  c a n  be judged  a s  to  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  good o r  bad,  
c o r r e c t  o r  i n c o r r e c t ,  b e a u t i fu l  o r  ugly, o r  any th ing  e l s e  th a t  
m a t t e r s  to  a  w r i t e r ,  in i s o l a t i o n "  (p. 51). E v id e n t  a s  t h i s  m a y
be,  i t  i s  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  w id e ly  taugh t  " d o c t r i n e  of U s a g e ,  " o r  the  
" d o c t r i n e  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r i g h t  o r  a good u s e  f o r  e v e r y  w o rd  and 
th a t  l i t e r a r y  v i r t u e  c o n s i s t s  in m a k i n g  tha t  good u s e  o f  i t"  (p. 51). 
T h i s  U s a g e  d o c t r i n e  i s  a c t u a l l y  an  o f f s p r in g  of th e  P r o p e r  M ean ing  
S u p e r s t i t i o n .  W hen  it p r e t e n d s  to  e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  of u s a g e  f ro m  
e x a m in a t io n  of the  u s a g e  of the  b e s t  w r i t e r s ,  it f o r g e t s  th a t  we 
h a v e  o t h e r  c r i t e r i a ,  w h ic h  it d o es  not  even  ack n o w le d g e ,  f o r
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d e c i d i n g  how and  why t h e  b e s t  w r i t e r s  a r e  th e  b e s t .  N o t  on ly  t h i s ,  
but  t h e  U s a g e  d o c t r i n e  " b l a n k s  out  a nd  h i d e s  th e  i n t e r i n a n i m a t i o n  
b e tw e e n  w o r d s "  (p. 52) by l e a d i n g  u s  to  th ink  th a t  p r o p e r  c h o ic e
of w o r d s ,  fo l lo w in g  th e  b e s t  u s a g e ,  r e m o v e s  th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  on th e  p a r t  of t h e  r e a d e r ,  th e  n e c e s s a r y  " i n f e r e n c e  
a n d  s k i l l e d  g u e s s w o r k "  we h a v e  to  e m p l o y  in  o r d e r  to  u n d e r s t a n d  
a n y  w r i t e r .  T h e  U s a g e  d o c t r i n e  " t a k e s  th e  s e n s e s  o f  a n  a u t h o r ' s  
w o r d s  to  b e  t h in g s  we know b e f o r e  we r e a d  h i m ,  f ixed  f a c t o r s  w i th  
w h ic h  h e  h a s  to  b u i ld  up the  m e a n i n g  of h i s  s e n t e n c e s "  (p. 55); 
t h a t  i s ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  w o r d s  a r e  th o u g h t  of a s  b e in g  no  m o r e  
f l e x i b l e  o r  c o m p l e x  t h a n  b r i c k s .  W e h a v e  to  go b e y o nd  t h e  U s a g e  
d o c t r i n e  to  s e e  t h a t  m e a n i n g s  " a r e  r e s u l t a n t s  w h ic h  we a r r i v e  a t  
o n ly  t h r o u g h  the  i n t e r p l a y  o f  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  th e  
w h o le  u t t e r a n c e .  In b r i e f ,  w e  hav e  to  g u e s s  t h e m  a nd  we g u e s s  
m u c h  b e t t e r  w h e n  we r e a l i z e  we a r e  g u e s s i n g ,  a n d  w a t c h  out  f o r  
i n d i c a t i o n s ,  t h a n  w h e n  w e  th in k  we k n o w "  (p. 55), T h i s  p a s s a g e  
s h o w s  t h a t  R i c h a r d s  w a n t s  to  be a n d  w a n t s  u s  to  be  a t  a  h igh  
l e v e l  of " v i g i l a n c e ,  11 m a y b e  e v e n  s y n a e s t h e t i c ,  w h e n  we i n t e r p r e t .
At l e a s t ,  t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t ,  in  k e e p i n g  b e f o r e  u s  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  i s  s u p p o s e d  to  k e e p  u s  
c l e a r  a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  w e  a r e  p u r s u i n g ,  e v e n  if ,  and  
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n ,  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  be  " g u e s s i n g .  " In t h i s  c a s e ,  we  a r e  
t r y i n g  to  do s o m e  " i n f e r e n c e  and  s k i l l e d  g u e s s w o r k "  abo u t  w ha t
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R i c h a r d s  m e a n s  b y  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s , " and w e  a r e  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  f r o m  c o n te x t ,  in  R i c h a r d s 1 s p e c i a l  s e n s e  of t h e  t e r m  
" c o n t e x t .  "
By now w e  sh o u ld  not  be  s u r p r i s e d  to  h e a r  R i c h a r d s  u r g i n g  
th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  " h a b i t  of  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  w h ic h  i s  " o r g a n i c "
(p. 56) r a t h e r  t h a n  s t a t i c ,  n o r  sh o u ld  w e  be  s u r p r i s e d  to h e a r  h im  
c a l l  a n  u t t e r a n c e  a n  o r g a n i s m :  " . . .  a w o r d  i s  a l w a y s  a
c o o p e r a t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  a n  o r g a n i s m ,  th e  u t t e r a n c e  . . . "  {p. 69).
A p r i n c i p l e  of  o r g a n i c i s m  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  and  m o r e  in e v i d e n c e  a s  
a c o n t r o l l i n g  f a c t o r  in  R i c h a r d s '  c h o i c e  of m e t a p h o r s ,  and I do not  
w i s h  to  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  g r o w i n g  c o n t r o l  h a s  not b e e n  r e c i p r o c a l .
Now t h a t  m e t a p h o r  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d ,  we m i g h t  a s  w e l l  c o m e  
to  g r i p s  w i th  R i c h a r d s '  t h e o r y  of m e t a p h o r .  It  i s  i m p l i e d  by 
th e  c o n te x t  t h e o r e m  of  m e a n i n g ,  a n d  it h a s  a r a t h e r  h ig h  p o s i t i o n  in 
R i c h a r d s '  h i e r a r c h y  of t h e o r i e s ,  s i n c e  he  r e g a r d s  m e t a p h o r ,  in  i t s  
b r o a d  s e n s e ,  a s  th e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  l a n g u a g e  u s e  a nd  f o r  a l l  l e a r n i n g .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  R i c h a r d s  s e t s  ab o u t  a n  in q u i r y  
in to  the  t h e o r y  of m e t a p h o r  a s  a m a j o r  t a s k  t o w a r d s  d e v e l o p in g  a 
r e v i v e d  r h e t o r i c .
T h r e e  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s u m p t i o n s ,  s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  h a v e  s t i f l e d  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  in to  th e  n a t u r e  o f  m e t a p h o r :
(1) T h e  f i r s t  a s s u m p t i o n  is  t h a t  s e e i n g  r e s e m b l a n c e s  i s  
s o m e t h i n g  s o m e  p e o p le  c a n  do  w h i l e  o t h e r s  c a n n o t .  G r a n t e d  t h a t
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s o m e  peo p le  have  a  b e t t e r  eye  fo r  r e s e m b l a n c e s  t h a n  o th e r  p e o p le  
do,  "we a l l  l iv e ,  a n d  s p e a k ,  only  th r o u g h  o u r  eye  fo r  r e s e m b l a n c e s .  
W ithout  it we shou ld  p e r i s h  e a r l y "  (p. 89).
(2) T he  s e co n d  a s s u m p t i o n  i s  tha t  s e e in g  r e s e m b l a n c e s  is 
s o m e th in g  w h ich  canno t  be t au g h t ,  a l th o u g h  p e r h a p s  e v e r y th in g  e l s e  
m a y  be .  G r a n te d  t h a t  t h e r e  is  s o m e  d i f f icu l ty  in s u c h  t e a c h in g ,
" a s  ind iv id ua ls  we ga in  o u r  c o m m a n d  of m e t a p h o r  ju s t  a s  we l e a r n  
w h a t e v e r  e l s e  m a k e s  us  d i s t in c t iv e ly  h u m an .  It is  a l l  i m p a r t e d  to us 
f r o m  o t h e r s ,  w i th  and t h r o u g h  th e  l a n g u a g e  we l e a r n ,  l an g ua ge  
w h ic h  i s  u t t e r ly  u n ab le  to  a id  us e x c e p t  t h r o u g h  th e  c o m m a n d  of 
m e t a p h o r  which  it g i v e s "  {p. 90).
(3) T he  t h i r d  a s s u m p t i o n  is  " tha t  m e t a p h o r  i s  s o m e th in g  
s p e c i a l  a nd  e x c e p t io n a l  in th e  u s e  of lan g u a g e ,  a  d e v ia t io n  f r o m  
i t s  n o r m a l  m ode  of w o r k i n g "  {p. 90). G r a n te d  t h a t  p o e ts  m a k e  
e x p l ic i t  and  s o m e t i m e s  o r n a t e  u s e  of  m e t a p h o r ,  th e y  don ' t  inven t  
it:  they  g e t  it f r o m  language  a s  p e o p le  u s e  l a n g u a g e ,  of w h ich  
m e t a p h o r  is  " the  o m n i p r e s e n t  p r i n c i p l e  of a l l  i t s  f r e e  a c t i o n "
(p. 90).
T h e s e  t h r e e  s t i f l in g  a s s u m p t i o n s ,  a l l  to th e  e f f e c t  th a t  
m e t a p h o r  i s  s o m e t h i n g  r a r e  a n d / o r  a b e r r a n t ,  h a v e  a r i s e n  f r o m  and 
c o n t r ib u te d  to  l a c k  of a t t e n t io n  to  th e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s ,  one  
a s p e c t  of w h ich  is  t h a t  "w e  cannot  ge t  th r o u g h  t h r e e  s e n t e n c e s  of 
o r d i n a r y  flu id  d i s c o u r s e "  (p. 92) w ithou t  u s in g  m e t a p h o r ,  and
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a t t e m p t s  to  do so  wind up be ing  w i t t ing ly  o r  unw i t t ing ly  a m a t t e r  
of s u b s t i t u t i n g  one  m e t a p h o r  f o r  a n o th e r .  R i c h a r d s  d o e s  not 
s u p p o r t  t h e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  w i th  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  e x a m p l e s  y e t ,  
s i n c e  he i s  m a k i n g  a t h e o r e t i c a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  about  how a 
t h e o r y  of m e t a p h o r  m o r e  p r a c t i c a l  and  a c c u r a t e  th a n  any  we now 
have  m ig h t  be d e v e lo p ed .  S up p o r t in g  e x a m p le s  a r i s e  a s  th e  t h e o r y  
un fo ld s .
F i r s t  of a l l ,  the  co n te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n in g ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 
w h ic h  m e a n in g  i s  d e le g a te d  e f f icacy  and  a w o r d ’s m e a n in g  i s  the  
m i s s i n g  p a r t  of i t s  l i t e r a l  and  h i s t o r i c a l  co n te x t ,  " i s  i t s e l f  a 
s u m m a r y  a c c o u n t  of the  p r i n c i p l e  of m e t a p h o r .  In t h e  s i m p l e s t  
f o r m u la t i o n ,  w hen  we u s e  a  m e t a p h o r  we hav e  two th o u g h ts  of 
d i f f e r e n t  th in g s  a c t iv e  t o g e t h e r  and s u p p o r t e d  by a  s in g l e  w o rd ,  
o r  p h r a s e ,  w h o s e  m e a n in g  i s  a r e s u l t a n t  of t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n "
{p. 93); and th e y  i n t e r a c t  in  a way w h ich  sh o w s  th a t  they  a r e  
i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  and  in  a  m u c h  w i d e r  v a r i e t y  of m o d e s  t h a n  we a r e  
a c c u s t o m e d  to  n o t ic ing .  T h e  a d v a n ta g e  of d e r i v i n g  a t h e o r y  of 
m e t a p h o r  f r o m  the  co n te x t  t h e o r e m  of m e a n in g  i s  t h a t  the  t h e o r y  of 
m e t a p h o r  w i l l  have  a  h i g h e r  p la c e  in though t  abou t  la n g u a g e  th a n  
t r a d i t i o n a l  r h e t o r i c  h a s  g iven  it,  and  th e  a d v a n ta g e  of g iv ing  the  
t h e o r y  of m e t a p h o r  a h i g h e r  p l a c e  t h a n  it h a s  en joyed  in  though t  
abou t  l ang u a g e  i s  t h a t  it c a n  i m p r o v e  our  u s e  of l an g ua g e  abou t  
though t .
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Along t h e s e  l i n e s ,  t h e  r e d e f i n i t i o n  of m e t a p h o r  p r o c e e d s :
"T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e o r y  n o t ic e d  only a  few of th e  m o d e s  of 
m e t a p h o r ;  and  l im i t e d  i t s  a p p l i c a t io n  of the  t e r m  m e t a p h o r  to  a  few 
of th em  only. And t h e r e b y  it m a d e  m e t a p h o r  s e e m  to  be a v e r b a l  
m a t t e r ,  a  sh i f t in g  and  d i s p l a c e m e n t  of w o r d s "  (p. 94). Without  
t h e s e  n a r r o w i n g  in f lu e n c e s ,  w e  c a n  t a k e  a c l o s e r  look  a t  the  
founda t ion  f o r  a  new th e o r y :  ".  . . f u n d a m e n ta l ly  it [ m e t a p h o r j
i s  a  b o r r o w i n g  b e tw e e n  and  i n t e r c o u r s e  of t h o u g h t s ,  a  t r a n s a c t i o n  
b e tw e e n  c o n te x ts .  T hough t  i s  m e t a p h o r i c ,  and p r o c e e d s  by c o m ­
p a r i s o n ,  and  the  m e t a p h o r s  of l a n g u a g e  d e r i v e  t h e r e f r o m .  To 
i m p r o v e  th e  t h e o r y  of m e t a p h o r  we m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h i s "  (p. 94). 
K eep in g  in  m in d  R i c h a r d s '  h igh ly  c o m p l e x  u s e  of " c o n te x t ,  " we  
h av e  to  be s o m e w h a t  v ig i l a n t  w hen  he b e g in s  to  t a l k  a bou t  
t r a n s a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  c o n te x t s .  A r e  c o n te x t s  o r g a n i c ?  A r e  t h e i r  
t r a n s a c t i o n s  c o m p a r a b l e  to  th e  i n t e r  i n a n im a t  io n s  o f  w o r d s  ? T o  w ha t  
d e g r e e  and in w ha t  w ay  a r e  they  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t ?
R i c h a r d s  w o r k s  t o w a rd  su p p ly ing  s o m e  a n s w e r s  by t r y i n g  to  
d e v i s e  b e t t e r  t e r m s  th a n  w e  have  had  h e r e t o f o r e  fo r  th e  two 
m e m b e r s  of a m e t a p h o r ,  s i n c e  he f inds  th a t  " the  whole  t a s k  i s  to  
c o m p a r e  th e  d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s  w h ich ,  in d i f f e r e n t  c a s e s ,  t h e s e  two 
m e m b e r s  of a m e t a p h o r  ho ld  to  one  a n o t h e r ,  and we a r e  c o n fu s e d  
a t  the  s t a r t  if we do not know w h ic h  of th e  two we a r e  t a lk in g  
a b o u t"  (p. 96). But how a r e  we to  be  o t h e r  th an  c o n fu s e d  w hen  we
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u s e  s u c h  c lu m s y  t e r m s  to  d e s c r i b e  th e  two m e m b e r s  of a 
m e t a p h o r ?  E x a m p l e s :  " 'T h e  o r i g i n a l  i d e a 1 and  ' t h e  b o r r o w e d
o n e ' ;  'w h a t  i s  r e a l l y  be ing  s a i d  o r  though t  of '  and 'w ha t  i t  i s  c o m ­
p a r e d  to ' ;  ' t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  i d e a 1 and  ' the  i m a g in e d  n a t u r e 1; ' the  
p r i n c i p a l  s u b j e c t 1 and  'w ha t  it  r e s e m b l e s '  o r ,  s t i l l  m o r e  confus ing ,  
s im p ly  ' t h e  m e a n i n g 1 and ' th e  m e t a p h o r '  o r  ' t h e  i d e a '  and ' i t s  
i m a g e ' "  (p. 96).
R i c h a r d s  c a l l s  t h e  two p a r t s  of a m e t a p h o r  " t e n o r "  and 
" v e h ic l e .  " T h e  t e n o r  is  " the  u n d e r ly in g  idea  o r  p r i n c i p a l  s u b j e c t "  
(p. 97), and  th e  v e h ic le  is  th e  f i g u r e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h e n  we 
c a l l  a  m a n  a pig, the  v e h ic l e  is th e  w o rd  " p ig "  and  the  t e n o r  i s  
th e  w o rd  " m a n .  " R i c h a r d s  p r e f e r s  " t e n o r "  and  " v e h i c l e "  to  such  
t e r m i n o l o g y  a s  " the  m e a n i n g "  and " the  m e t a p h o r ,  " b e c a u s e  t h e s e  
l a s t  two t e r m s  a r e  n a m e s  of w h o le s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a p p l i e d  to 
p a r t s : T he  m e t a p h o r  i s  th e  con te x t  in w h ic h  t e n o r  and v e h ic l e  
i n t e r a c t ,  and th e  i n t e r a c t i o n  of t e n o r  and v e h ic le  g ive  th e  m e t a p h o r  
a  m e a n i n g  w h ich  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  s e p a r a t e  m e a n in g s  of the  
t e n o r  and  v e h ic le .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t e n o r  and  v e h ic le  i n t e r a c t  in 
v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  —s o m e t i m e s  t e n o r  i s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  v e h i c l e ,  and 
s o m e t i m e s  v e h ic le  is  s t r o n g e r  th an  t e n o r .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  in c a l l in g  
a  m a n  a pig, we a r e  u s in g  a  m e t a p h o r  in w h ic h  th e  v e h ic l e  is  so 
s t r o n g  th a t  it  c o n t r o l s  th e  t e n o r  by s u g g e s t i n g  the  c o m i c  d i s p a r i t i e s  
b e tw ee n  a  m a n  and a p ig  and a p p ly in g  t h e s e  to  th e  t e n o r  a s  though
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t h e y  w e r e  r e s e m b l a n c e s .  At the  o t h e r  e x t r e m e ,  th e  " leg  of a 
t a b l e "  i s  a  m e t a p h o r  in w h ich  t e n o r  is  so m u c h  s t r o n g e r  th a n  
v e h ic le  t h a t  we n o r m a l l y  f o r g e t  th a t  it i s  a  m e t a p h o r ,  h e n ce  the  
t e r m  "dead  m e t a p h o r .  " R i c h a r d s  h o ld s  t h a t  a  dead  m e t a p h o r  is 
r e a l l y  v e r y  m u c h  a l i v e  and tha t  we a r e  b e t t e r  off d e s c r i b i n g  it in 
t e r m s  of d e g r e e  of i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t e n o r  and v e h ic le .
We a r e  co n d i t io n ed  to th in k  of a  m e t a p h o r  a s  h a v in g  two 
p a r t s  w h ich  im p ly  a  r e s e m b l a n c e ,  and  it i s  the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which  
th e  two p a r t s  have  in c o m m o n  w hich  we c o m m o n ly  c a l l  the  g round  
of the  m e t a p h o r .  But R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d s  m e a n in g s  a s  o r g a n i c ,  a s  
we have  s e e n ,  and  f o r  h im  a w o rd  b e h a v e s  l ike  a n  o r g a n i s m ,  and 
so  d o e s  an  u t t e r a n c e .  So d o e s  a  m e t a p h o r .  And an o r g a n i c  view 
of m e t a p h o r  would  show not  just  r e s e m b l a n c e s  but a l s o  " i n t e r a c t i o n s  
w h ich  do not w o rk  th r o u g h  r e s e m b l a n c e s  b e tw een  t e n o r  and  v e h ic le ,  
bu t  depend  upon  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  th e m  inc lu d in g  d i s p a r i t i e s "
(p. 108): In the  " l e g  of a  t a b l e "  m e t a p h o r ,  we c an  e a s i l y  s e e  the
r e s e m b l a n c e s ,  which  a r e  im p l ie d  by th e  m e t a p h o r ,  b e tw e e n  the  
t a b l e ’s l eg  and the  l e g  of, s a y ,  a  m a n ,  o r  a h o r s e .  But in  a 
m e t a p h o r  in  which  th e  v e h ic l e  i s  s t r o n g e r ,  su c h  a s  in c a l l in g  a 
m a n  a p ig ,  i t  i s  not l i t e r a l  r e s e m b l a n c e s  w h ich  e s t a b l i s h  the  
g ro u n d  of the  m e t a p h o r ,  but  the  c o m ic  d i s p a r i t i e s —w e do not m e a n  
th a t  the  m a n  h a s  h o o v e s ,  a  t a i l ,  and  a sno u t  o r  th a t  he w a lk s  on 
a l l - f o u r s  and s a y s  "o ink "  o r  t h a t  he c ann o t  r e a d  o r  s p e a k  o r  even
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n e c e s s a r i l y  th a t  he h a s  a v o r a c i o u s  a p p e t i t e —y e t  t h e  m e t a p h o r
w o r k s .  R i c h a r d s  pu ts  it t h i s  way:
We m u s t  not  . . . s u p p o s e  tha t  the  i n t e r a c t i o n s  
of t e n o r  and v e h ic le  a r e  to  be confined  to  t h e i r  
r e s e m b l a n c e s .  T h e r e  i s  d i s p a r i t y  a c t io n  too .
When H a m le t  u s e s  th e  w o rd  c r a w l i n g  i t s  f o r c e  
c o m e s  not only f r o m  w h a t e v e r  r e s e m b l a n c e s  to 
v e r m i n  it b r i n g s  in  but  a t  l e a s t  equa l ly  f r o m  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  th a t  r e s i s t  and c o n t r o l  th e  i n f lu e n c e s  
of t h e i r  r e s e m b l a n c e s .  T h e  im p l i c a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  
t h a t  m a n  shou ld  not  so  c ra w l .  T h u s ,  t a l k  about  
th e  id e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  fu s io n  th a t  a m e t a p h o r  e f f e c t s  
is  n e a r l y  a lw a y s  m i s l e a d i n g  and p e r n i c io u s .  In 
g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few m e t a p h o r s  in  w h ic h  
d i s p a r i t i e s  be tw een  t e n o r  and  v e h ic le  a r e  not a s  
m u c h  o p e r a t iv e  a s  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  {p. 12 7).
H e r e ,  R i c h a r d s  h a s  r e f e r e n c e  to  H a m l e t ' s  l in e  "W hat  shou ld  s u c h  
fe l lo w s  a s  I do c r a w l i n g  b e tw ee n  e a r t h  a n d  h e a v e n ,  " w h ic h  he 
q u o te s  in  T he  P h i lo so p h y  of  R h e to r i c  (p. 119). He is  show ing  th a t  
m e t a p h o r  w o r k s  s o m e t i m e s  th r o u g h  d i r e c t  r e s e m b l a n c e  b e tw ee n  
t e n o r  and  v e h ic le  a s  a r e s u l t  of " s o m e  c o m m o n  a t t i tu d e  w h ich  we 
m a y  . . . t ak e  up t o w a r d s  th e m  bo th"  (p. 118), and  th a t  s o m e ­
t i m e s  the c o m m o n  a t t i tu d e  t o w a r d s  t e n o r  and  v e h ic le  m a y  be  b ro u g h t  
a bou t  by d i s p a r i t i e s ,  a s  in the  m a n - p i g  e x a m p le .
It i s  not a lw a y s  e a s y ,  R i c h a r d s  s a y s ,  to  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  
a  w o r d  is  be ing  u se d  l i t e r a l l y  o r  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y :  " if  we canno t
d i s t i n g u i s h  t e n o r  f r o m  v e h ic l e  t h e n  we m a y  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  t a k e  th e  
w o rd  to  be l i t e r a l ;  if we c a n  d i s t in g u i s h  at  l e a s t  two c o - o p e r a t i n g  
u s e s ,  t h e n  we hav e  m e t a p h o r "  (p. 119). But f u r t h e r ,  and  s t i l l
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m o r e  t r o u b l e s o m e  o r  p o te n t i a l ly  u s e f u l ,  a s  the  c a s e  m a y  be ,  a  
w o rd  m a y  be  u s e d  l i t e r a l l y  and  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  at the  s a m e  t i m e ,  
a s  fo r  e x a m p le ,  "when a m a n  h a s  a  w ooden  leg ,  it i s  a  m e t a ­
p h o r i c  o r  a  l i t e r a l  l e g ?  T h e  a n s w e r  to th i s  l a s t  i s  t h a t  it i s  
both. It i s  l i t e r a l  in  one  s e t  of r e s p e c t s ,  m e t a p h o r i c  in a n o t h e r "  
(P- U S ) .
The  u se  of a  w o rd  l i t e r a l l y  and m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  a t  t h e  s a m e  
t i m e  is  an  in s t a n c e  of w ha t  I have  c a l le d  q u a s i - m e t a p h o r ,  and 
m a n y  of R i c h a r d s '  key t e r m s  s e e m  to  b e h av e  th i s  way.  O u r  d i s ­
c u s s i o n  of " m a c h in e  to th in k  w i th "  a s  a q u a s i - m e t a p h o r  in 
C h a p t e r  II,  ab o ve ,  s u p p o r t s  th i s  v iew. T h e  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  o p e r a t e s  l i t e r a l l y  o n c e  we u n d e r s t a n d  i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  
s in c e  an  a id  to s p e c u la t i o n  c a n  be  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  be ing  l i t e r a l l y  
an  i n s t r u m e n t .  But " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  is a l s o  m e t a p h o r i c  
a t  the  s a m e  t i m e ,  a t  l e a s t  in i t s  con te x t  of R i c h a r d s '  u s e ,  s i n c e  
we c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw ee n  t e n o r  and  v e h ic le :  " s p e c u l a t i v e
i n s t r u m e n t s "  is  the  v e h ic l e ,  and  " t h e o r y ,  de f in i t ion ,  in v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
e tc .  " is  t h e  t e n o r .  And th e  g round  of th e  m e t a p h o r  i s  the  c o m m o n  
a t t i tu d e  t o w a r d  both t e n o r  and  v e h ic l e  u r g e d  by th e  s e t  of i d e n t ­
i fy ing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h ich  we have  i s o l a t e d .  T h i s  be ing  t h e  c a s e ,  
th e  m e t a p h o r  w o r k s  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  r e s e m b l a n c e  o r  d i s p a r i t y  
b e tw ee n  t e n o r  and  v e h ic le .  T he  m e t a p h o r i c a l  u se  of " s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  i s  d i f f icu l t  to  d i s c u s s  b e c a u s e  v e h ic le  i s  m u c h
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s t r o n g e r  th a n  t e n o r .  But we get h e lp  a s  a  r e s u l t  of the  t e r m  
be ing  l i t e r a l  too,  in  a  s e n s e ,  h e n ce  i t s  s t a t u s  a s  a q u a s i ­
m e t a p h o r .
What  is of m o s t  i n t e r e s t  and  r e l e v a n c e  to o u r  in v e s t i g a t i o n  
*n P h i lo so p h y  of R h e to r i c  is  th e  p r i n c i p l e  of o r g a n i c i s m  which
R i c h a r d s  d e v e lo p s  f r o m  the  " i n t e r i n a n i m a t i o n s "  of w o r d s  and  which  
l e a d s  h im  to  c a l l  w o r d s  a n d  u t t e r a n c e s  " o r g a n i s m s ,  " In  th e  nex t  
s e c t i o n  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  we s h a l l  r e t u r  n to a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  
p r i n c i p l e  and i t s  r e l e v a n c e  to  the  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n ­
de n ce .  H e r e ,  we m a y  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  c o n s i d e r  th a t  R i c h a r d s '  
o r g a n ic  view of  m e t a p h o r ,  a r i s i n g  f r o m  th e  contex t  t h e o r e m  of 
m e a n in g ,  and c o n s t i t u t in g  t h e  m o s t  s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e  of h i s  r e d e f ­
in i t ion  of r h e t o r i c ,  i s  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  and tha t  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  is  a  q u a s i - m e t a p h o r .
2. I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h i n g '* (1938) is  a n a lo g o u s  to  P r a c t i c a l  
C r i t i c i s m  in two w a y s .  It i s  a  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n  of t h e o r i e s  
d e v e lo p ed  in T he  P h i lo so p h y  of R h e t o r i c , a s  P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  is
^1. A. R i c h a r d s ,  I n t e r p r e t a t i on in T e a c h i n g  (New York :  
H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e  and  C o m p a n y ,  1938).
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a p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  t h e o r i e s  d e v e lo p ed  in P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ; and  i t s  m e th o d  is  th a t  of P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  
a p p l i e d  to  p r o s e :  w h e r e a s  in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  R i c h a r d s
a n a l y z e s  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  (o r  " p r o t o c o l s " )  to p o e m s ,  in 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h i n g  he  a n a l y z e s  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e s  
( " p r o t o c o l s "  h e r e ,  too)  to  p r o s e  p a s s a g e s ,  and in both  books  he 
c l a s s i f i e s  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .
In I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g ,  a s  in T he  P h i lo so p h y  of 
R h e to r i c  and  o t h e r  of R i c h a r d s '  th ink ing  m a c h i n e s ,  t h e  a im  i s  a 
p r a c t i c a l  one and  t h e o r y  i s  p r e s e n t  only fo r  t h e  s a k e  of im p r o v in g  
p r a c t i c e .  If we cou ld  im p r o v e  t e a c h i n g  w i th o u t  t h e o r y ,  R i c h a r d s  
would  d i s p e n s e  w ith  t h e o r y .  But he th in k s  tha t  t e a c h in g  c a n  b e s t  
be i m p r o v e d  th r o u g h  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  the  r o l e  of i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n  in t e a c h in g ,  and  a s tudy  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  a t h e o r e t i c a l  
m a t t e r .  E v e n  so ,  h e r e  a s  e l s e w h e r e  in R i c h a r d s '  w o r k ,  the  
p r e p o s i t i o n  " t o w a r d "  i s  im p l i c i t  —g ro w th  t o w a rd  b e t t e r  c o m p r e h e n ­
s io n ,  t o w a r d  b e t t e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  to w a rd  b e t t e r  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i ­
c a t io n  of t h e o r y :  "T he  a r g u m e n t  f r o m  t i m e  to t i m e  looks  f o r w a r d
to  the  g e n e r a l  a c h i e v e m e n t —in a p e r h a p s  not  v e r y  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  — 
of l e v e l s  of i n te l l ig e n c e  in i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  h ig h e r  than  th o s e  ye t  
r e a c h e d "  (p. v). The  p r o t o c o l s  in I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h i n g , 
a s  in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , show th a t  even  th e  b e s t  s t u d e n t s  fa i l  
d r a s t i c a l l y  in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  wha t  th e y  h e a r  and r e a d .  T h e i r
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f a i l u r e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  i n e p t n e s s  in i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  and  t h e i r  i n e p t n e s s
r e s u l t s  in  t u r n  f r o m  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i th  t h e  c o n c e p t  of
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  a n d  t h i s  l a c k  is a t h e o r e t i c a l  w e a k n e s s :  "M y m a i n
a r g u m e n t ,  " s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,
in d e e d  is  t h a t  it  i s  t h e  p u p i l ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  w e a k n e s s  
w h ic h  h a l t s  h i m .  He m u s t  a m e n d  it by e x e r c i s e  
u n d e r  g u i d a n c e .  We c a n n o t  g iv e  h im  b e t t e r  i d e a s ,  
he m u s t  g r o w  t h e m ;  bu t  th e  b e t t e r  o u r  i d e a s  a b o u t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r e ,  th e  m o r e  we m a y  h e lp  
h im  (p. v i ) .
We a r e  to i m p r o v e  o u r  i d e a s  a b o u t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  by e x a m i n i n g  in 
m o r e  d e t a i l  th e  t h e o r i e s  s k e t c h e d  in T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  of R h e t o r i c .
O n e  r e a s o n  fo r  e x a m i n i n g  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s  in  m o r e  d e t a i l  is  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  m i s u n d e r s t o o d .  M o s t  r e a d e r s  have  f a i l e d  to  
s e e  t h a t  R i c h a r d s  w a s  u s i n g  " c o n t e x t "  in  th e  t e c h n i c a l  s e n s e  w h ich
w e  o u t l i n e d  in  th e  f o r e g o i n g  s e c t i o n  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  h a v e
u n d e r s t o o d  it to  m e a n  s i m p l y  " l i t e r a r y  c o n te x t ,  " an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
w h i c h  m a k e s  of  th e  s t a t e m e n t  "A w o r d  m e a n s  th e  m i s s i n g  p a r t  of  
i t s  c o n t e x t "  a  p i e c e  of  s h e e r  g o b b led y go o k .  T o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  m i s ­
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  R i c h a r d s  e x p l a i n s  h e r e  m o r e  c l e a r l y  t h a n  in T h e  
P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R h e t o r i c  th e  t e c h n i c a l  s e n s e  o f  h i s  u s e  of  " c o n t e x t " :
{1) A w o r d ,  l ik e  a n y  o t h e r  s i g n ,  g e t s  w h a t e v e r  
m e a n i n g  i t  h a s  t h r o u g h  b e lo n g in g  to  a  r e c u r r e n t  
g r o u p  of e v e n t s ,  w h ic h  m a y  b e  c a l l e d  i t s  c o n te x t .
T h u s  a  w o r d ' s  c o n te x t ,  in  t h i s  s e n s e , i s  a  c e r t a i n  
r e c u r r e n t  p a t t e r n  of p a s t  g r o u p s  of  e v e n t s ,  a n d  to  
s a y  th a t  i t s  m e a n i n g  d e p e n d s  u p o n  i t s  c o n te x t  
w o u l d  be  to po in t  to  t h e  p r o c e s s  by  w h ic h  i t  h a s
a c q u i r e d  i t s  m e a n i n g  (p. v i i i ) .
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T h is  i s  w ha t  we c a l l e d  " h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t "  in o u r  a n a l y s i s ,  but  
R i c h a r d s  s u p p l i e s  the  b e t t e r  t e r m  " o r i g in a t i v e  c o n t e x t , "  and we 
w i l l  do w el l  to  adop t  h is  t e r m .  F o r  w h a t  w e  c a l l e d  " l i t e r a l  
c o n te x t"  R i c h a r d s  s u p p l i e s  th e  t e r m  " s e t t i n g , "  and  he d e s c r i b e s  
it thus :
"(2) In a n o t h e r ,  though  in a  c o n n e c te d ,  s e n s e ,  a  w o r d ' s
c o n te x t  i s  the  w o r d s  w h ich  s u r r o u n d  it in t he u t t e r a n c e , and  th e
o t h e r  c o n te m p o r a n e o u s  s i g n s  w h ich  g o v e r n  i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "
(p. v i i i ) .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  of w h e t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  s u c c e e d  o r
fa i l  d e p e n d s  upon o u r  k e e p in g  in m in d  both s e n s e s ,  fo r  to  s a y
(a s  R i c h a r d s  d o e s )  tha t  w o r d s  a r e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  w i th in  a co n tex t
i s  to  s a y  th a t  they  a r e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  w i th in  a  s e t t i n g  and  a l s o
w i th in  a n  o r i g in a t i v e  co n tex t :  ".  . . no c a r e ,  h o w e v e r  g r e a t ,  in
o b s e r v i n g  the  s e t t i n g  w i l l  s e c u r e  good i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  if p a s t
e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  not p ro v id e d  the  r e q u i r e d  o r i g in a t i v e  c o n te x t"
(p. v i i i ) .  T h i s  is  to s a y  f u r t h e r  th a t  s e t t i n g  and o r i g in a t i v e
con tex t  a r e  i n te r d e p e n d e n t :
T he i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w ha t  I a m  c a l l i n g  the  c o n te x t s  
and  the  s e t t i n g s  a r e  a s  i n t r i c a t e  and  a s  i n c e s s a n t  
a s  l i fe  i t s e l f .  . . . S ig n - f i e ld s  (o r  s e t t i n g s ) ,  by 
r e c u r r i n g ,  g e n e r a t e  c o n te x t s  (u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  
of  i n t e r e s t  s t r u c t u r e ) ;  and  w h ich  c o n te x t s  a r e  
o p e r a t i v e  (how the  s i g n s  a r e  r e a d )  is  d e t e r m i n e d  
l a t e r  by the  new s e t t i n g s .  T h u s  th e  c o n te x t s  which  
c o n t r o l  m e a n i n g s  a r e  a lw a y s  f lu c tu a t in g  with  c h a n g e s  
in  th e  s e t t i n g  (p. ix).
R i c h a r d s  w a s  t a lk in g  t h i s  way  a s  e a r l y  a s  T h e  M ean ing  of M ean ing
171
a nd  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,  and o u r  in v e s t i g a t io n  m a y  
u n c o v e r  a  l i n g e r in g ,  e v en  g ro w in g ,  c o n c e r n  w i th  e q u i l i b r iu m  and 
h a r m o n y .
T he  d i s c u s s i o n  in  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g  i s  d iv id ed  into 
t h r e e  m a i n  p a r t s :  r h e t o r i c ,  g r a m m a r ,  and  log ic .  O n e  of R i c h a r d s '
m a j o r  p u r p o s e s  in t h e s e  t h r e e  p a r t s  is  to  g ive  to t h e s e  t h r e e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  l i b e r a l  a r t s  n e w ,  m o r e  w o r k a b le  and l e s s  s tu l t i fy in g  
d e f in i t io n s  t h a n  th ey  h a v e  had in the  p a s t .  I m m e d ia t e l y  w e  s e e  
r e f i n e m e n t  at  w o r k  and a t  w o rk  t o w a rd  th e  p r a c t i c a l :  R i c h a r d s
w a n t s ,  by c a r e f u l  s tudy  and  s u b s e q u e n t  r e d e f in i t i o n ,  to  d eve lop  
t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  of r h e t o r i c ,  g r a m m a r ,  and logic  into 
" e m p lo y a b le  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  {to b o r r o w  h i s  t e r m  f r o m  
C o l e r i d g e  on I m a g in a t io n ) . But r e d e f i n in g  th e  t h r e e  one  a t  a  t i m e ,  
th o ug h  a n e c e s s a r y  e x p o s i t o r ' s  a r t i f i c e ,  r u n s  the  r i s k  of s u g g e s t i n g  
t h a t  th ey  a r e  d i s c r e t e ,  and  R i c h a r d s  a s k s  u s  to  k e e p  in m in d  th a t  
a l th o u g h  we h a v e  to  d i s c u s s  th e m  u n d e r  s e p a r a t e  h e a d in g s ,  r h e t o r i c ,  
g r a m m a r ,  and  log ic  a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  i n t e r w o v e n  and ,  in d ee d ,  i n t e r ­
d ep en d e n t :
H o w  to  hand b a ck  the  g a in s  of the  m o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  
to  th e  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e d  in th e  l e a s t  h a m p e r i n g  and 
m o s t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r m  is  the  g e n e r a l  p r o b l e m .  And, 
s i n c e  lan g u a g e  m u s t  be th e  m e d i u m ,  th e  t h r e e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  m o d e s  of th e  s tu d y  of l a n g u a g e  k e e p  o r  
r e n e w  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e .  T h ey  m e e t  and  m in g l e  
i n c e s s a n t ly ;  th e y  c anno t  . . .  be  s e p a r a t e d  without
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f r u s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  s e p a r a t i o n  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  
t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  c a u s e  of f a i l u r e  (p. 3).
S e p a r a t i n g  t h e  t h r e e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o d e s  of l a n g u a g e  s tu d y  in 
o r d e r  to  s u b j e c t  e a c h  to  f u r t h e r  s tu d y ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
k e e p i n g  in  m in d  t h e i r  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s ,  m a y  h e lp  r e m o v e  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  i m p e d i m e n t :
T h e  p r i m e  o b s t a c l e  in g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  is  
a  f e e l i n g  of h e l p l e s s n e s s  b e f o r e  th e  u n in t e l l i g i b l e .
E v e r y  p r o b l e m  is  new to  the  m i n d  w h ic h  f i r s t  
m e e t s  it a n d  i t  is  b a f f l i n g  u n t i l  he c a n  r e c o g n i z e  in 
it  s o m e t h i n g  w h ic h  he  h a s  m e t  a n d  d e a l t  w i th  a l r e a d y .
T h e  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  m i n d  w h ic h  
c a n  c l e a r  i t s e l f  by th o u g h t  a n d  th e  m in d  w h ic h  r e m a i n s  
b e w i l d e r e d  . . .  i s  in  t h i s  p o w e r  to  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
new p r o b l e m  a s ,  in  p a r t ,  a n  old  c o n q u e s t  (p. 4).
T h i s  i s  v e r y  m u c h  l i k e  s a y i n g  t h a t  a  m i n d  h a s  a n  o r i g i n a t i v e  c o n ­
t e x t  w i th  w h ic h  any g iv e n  s e t t i n g  is  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  and  t h a t  r e c ­
o g n i t io n  o f  t h i s  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  c a n  h e lp  t o w a r d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a  
p o w e r  w h ic h  a m o u n t s  to  a  g r o w in g  o r d e r  in t h e  m in d .  At l e a s t ,  
R i c h a r d s 1 o r g a n i c  v ie w  o f  t h e  m in d  in P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  
C r i t i c i s m  s e e m s  to  p a r a l l e l  h i s  o r g a n i c  v iew  of m e a n i n g  in  T h e  
P h i l o s o p h y  of R h e t o r i c ;  a nd  in I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h i n g ,  l e a r n i n g  
i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a g r o w i n g  p o w e r ,  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  w h a t  
it i s  a f f o r d s  m o t i v a t i o n  to t h e  w o u l d - b e  l e a r n e r ,  c o n f r o n t e d  w i th  
t h e  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  —r e c o g n i t i o n  of a  new  p r o b l e m  a s  in p a r t  a n  old  
c o n q u e s t :
T h e  pup i l  m e e t s  w i th  it a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  and  if he 
is  b e i n g  w e l l  t a u g h t  he  sh o u ld  be  e x p e c t i n g  it
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and  e n jo y in g  t h e  s e n s e  of  i n c r e a s i n g  p o w e r  th a t  
h i s  p r o g r e s s i v e  m a s t e r y  of  i t  c a n  a f f o r d .  F o r  
t h i s  g r o w t h  in  p o w e r  i s ,  f u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  t h e  
v i t a l i z i n g  i n c e n t i v e  w i th  w h ic h  e d u c a t i o n  b u i ld s  
(P. 4).
T he  s tu d y  of l a n g u a g e  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  g r  owth  i s  n o th in g  new 
f o r  R i c h a r d s ,  f o r  w e  h a v e  s e e n  i t  a s  a  c e n t r a l  c o n c e r n  of a l l  of  
h i s  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w h ic h  h a v e  c o m e  u n d e r  o u r  s c r u t i n y .  
H e r e ,  p r e d i c t a b l y ,  h e  s a y s  t h a t  " a s  l a n g u a g e ,  in i t s  m u l t i p l i c i t y  
of m o d e s ,  a n d  o u r  a l w a y s  i n c o m p l e t e  m a s t e r y  of t h e m ,  i s  t h e  
s o u r c e  of  m o s t  of o u r  p r e v e n t a b l e  s t u l t i f i c a t i o n s ,  so  t h e  s tu d y  of  
how l a n g u a g e  w o r k s  and  f a i l s  i s  o u r  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y "  (p. 5).
R i c h a r d s  l e a d s  u s  to  e x p e c t  h i s  r e d e f i n i t i o n s  in  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
in T e a c h i n g  t o  b e  " p o l i c e m a n  d o c t r i n e s "  w h ic h  p r e v e n t  th e  m u r d e r  
of i n n a t e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n t e r e s t  w hen  he  s a y s  t h a t  " th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n t e r e s t —w h ic h  i s  th o u g h t  a t  w o r k  on  i t s  own m o s t  u r g e n t  n e e d s  — 
i s  o f te n  f a r  s t r o n g e r  in th e  p u p i l  t h a n  in the  t e a c h e r ,  w ho  c a n n o t  
a f f o r d  to  b e  too  p a t e n t l y  ou t  of h i s  d e p th "  (p. 7). T h e  m u r d e r e r s  
in  t h i s  c a s e  h a v e  b e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l  r h e t o r i c ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  g r a m m a r ,  
a nd  t r a d i t i o n a l  lo g ic .  R i c h a r d s  d o e s  n o t  w i s h  to  m u r d e r  th e  
m u r d e r e r s .  He w i s h e s  r a t h e r  to  r e h a b i l i t a t e  t h e m ,  o r  a t  l e a s t ,  
f a i l i n g  t h a t ,  to  t r a i n  h i s  p o l i c e m e n  not  to  be  m u r d e r e r s .  T h i s  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  a r e  to  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  a c u t e  
a w a r e n e s s  of  t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  p r e d i c a m e n t  t h a t  " t h e r e  c a n  be 
no p r e t e n c e ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  how l a n g u a g e  w o r k s  c a n  b e  fu l ly
174
ex p la in e d .  And t h e r e  i s  m u c h  to be s a i d  f o r  i n s i s t i n g  e a r l y  tha t  
in  th i s  a s  in e v e r y th in g  e l s e  we h a v e  to s t a r t  f r o m  a s  w el l  a s  
w o r k  t o w a r d s  th e  u n in te l l i g ib le "  (p. 7). A m u l t ip ly  m ix e d  
m e t a p h o r  s u g g e s t s  i t s e l f  h e r e :  "A p o l i c e m a n  d o c t r i n e  is  a
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  " " P o l i c e m a n  d o c t r i n e "  is the  t e n o r ,  " s p e c ­
u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t "  the  v e h ic l e ,  a n d  " o p e n n e s s "  th e  ground  of th e  
m e t a p h o r .  If, a s  R i c h a r d s  h a s  sa id  in The  P h i lo so p h y  o f R h e to r i c  
and is  to  say  a g a in  s h o r t l y ,  though t  i t s e l f  is  m e t a p h o r i c ,  then  
a l l  m e t a p h o r s  a r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  m ix e d ,  anyw ay .
But once  a g a in ,  the  t h e o r e t i c a l  i s  p r e s e n t  only th a t  it  m a y  
b e c o m e  p r a c t i c a l .  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in  t e a c h i n g  m u s t  n e v e r  f o r g e t  
w ha t  t e a c h e r s  shou ld  do w i th  s tu d e n ts :  " O u r  a i m ,  to  t a k e  the
o bv ious  e x a m p l e s ,  i s  not to p r o d u c e  L o g ic ia n s ,  o r  G r a m m a r i a n s ,  
but  sound  t h i n k e r s  and  c l e a r  w r i t e r s ,  a  d i f f e r e n t  th in g  a l t o g e t h e r "  
(pp. 11-12) .  F u r t h e r ,  " the  b u s i n e s s  o f  a  t e a c h e r  i s  . . . to  s t i r
h i s  pupi l  . . . in to  c a r i n g  s e r i o u s l y  w h e t h e r  he  u n d e r s t a n d s  wha t  
he r e a d s  and s a y s  o r  n o t"  (p. 12); tha t  i s ,  beg in  by g iv ing  the
s tu den t  e m o t io n a l  s u p p o r t  and  th e n  in t r o d u c e  h im  to  h is  own s p e c u ­
la t iv e  c u r i o s i t y ,  wh ich  c a n  in t u r n  i n t e r i n a n i m a t e  w ith in  and b e tw ee n  
i t s  own o r i g in a t i v e  co n te x t  and  i t s  s e r i e s  of s e t t i n g s ,  t o w a r d  a 
g ro w in g  o r d e r  and  p o w e r .
R i c h a r d s  s k e t c h e s  h i s  p lan  in I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in  T e a c h i n g  by 
o f f e r in g  s o m e  (hopefu l ly  r e l a t i v e )  " u n i n t e l l i g i b l e s "  f r o m  w hich  and
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t o w a r d  which  he i s  to p r o c e e d ,  v iz .  , h i s  r e d e f i n i t i o n s  of r h e t o r i c ,  
g r a m m a r ,  and  log ic  and  t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s .
R h e to r i c  i s  " ' t h e  a r t  by w h ic h  d i s c o u r s e  is  a d a p te d  to  i t s
e n d ' "  (p. 12). It is  an  a r t ,  not  a s c i e n c e ,  and i t s  m o s t  g e n e r a l
t a s k  i s  to  " d i s t i n g u i s h  th e  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  of e n d s ,  o r  a i m s ,  f o r
w h ich  we u s e  lan g u a g e ,  to t e a c h  how to  p u r s u e  t h e m  s e p a r a t e l y
and  how to  r e c o n c i l e  t h e i r  d i v e r s e  c l a i m s  w h e n ,  a s  is  u s u a l ,  th e
u s e  of la n g u a g e  i s  m i x e d "  (p. 13); t h a t  i s ,  "to g ive ,  not  by
d o g m a t i c  f o r m u l a  but  b^_ e x e r c i s e  in c o m p a r i s o n s , a n  in s ig h t  in to
th e  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  of s p e e c h  and t h e i r  e x c h a n g e s  and  d i s g u i s e s "
(p. 14). O ne  of  th e  m o r e  s p e c i a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  r h e t o r i c  c o n c e r n s
f i g u r e s  of s p e e c h ,  m a n y  of w h ich  c a n  be t r a n s l a t e d  into  l an g u a g e
w hich  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  n o n f ig u r a t iv e ,  and  th i s  k ind  of t r a n s l a t i o n  c a n
be a m a j o r  a c t iv i t y  of r h e t o r i c  a s  w e l l  a s  a  key  to  the  way in
w h ic h  r h e t o r i c  and  logic  a r e  r e l a t e d :
Such t r a n s l a t i o n  e x e r c i s e s  (if u se d  w ith  d i s c r e t i o n ;  
th ey  can  be  p a r a l y z i n g )  a r e  an  i n v a lu a b le  d e v ic e  
f o r  r e d i r e c t i n g  a t t e n t io n  to w ha t  is  be in g  s a id  and 
how it  is be ing  u n d e r s to o d .  T h ey  l e a d  n a t u r a l l y  and 
i n s e n s i b ly  in to  L o g ic .  I m ig h t  eq u a l ly  s a y  th a t  
L o g ic ,  f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  i s  ju s t  a m o r e  t h o ro u g h  
in q u i ry  into  t h e s e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  (p. 15).
C a r e f u l  e x a m in a t io n  of wha t  we do w hen  we t r a n s l a t e  f r o m
^ R i c h a r d s  q u o te s  th i s  d e f in i t io n  f r o m  G e o r g e  C a m p b e l l ' s  The  
P h i lo s o p h y  of R h e to r i c ,  f i r s t  p u b l i sh ed  in 1776.
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f i g u r a t i v e  to  n o n f ig u r a t iv e  l ang u a g e  r e v e a l s  the  m o d e s  of a n a lo g y ,  
c o m p a r i s o n ,  and  c o n t r a s t  by w h ic h  a l l  l e a r n i n g  and a l l  thought  
p r o c e e d :  " F o r  a l l  th o u g h t  is  s o r t i n g ,  and we can  th in k  of no th ing
withou t  t ak in g  it a s  of a  s o r t .  L og ic  is the  A r t  o r  d i s c ip l i n e  of 
m a n a g in g  o u r  s o r t i n g s  and  it is of l i t t l e  u s e  to  s tudy  it on ly  in an 
a b s t r a c t  s c i e n c e ,  if we hav e  no c o m m a n d  o v e r  the  p lay  of m e t a p h o r  
w h e r e  log ic  shou ld  m o s t  i n t i m a t e l y  s t e e r  o u r  t h o u g h t"  (p. 16).
F o r  t h i s  view of log ic ,  R i c h a r d s  a c k n o w le d g e s  h is  deb t  to  C .  S. 
P e i r c e ,  a s  he did in B as ic  R u le s  of R e a s o n .
If r h e t o r i c  l e a d s  into  lo g ic ,  w h e r e  d o e s  g r a m m a r  f i t  into  the  
p l a n ?  The  a n s w e r  i s  t h a t  " b e in g ,  fo r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  no th ing  bu t  the  
s tud y  o f  the  c o - o p e r a t i o n  of w o r d s  w i th  o ne  a n o th e r  in  t h e i r  c o n t e x t s , 
i t  c o m e s  in e v e r y w h e r e "  {p. 16). K e e p in g  in m in d ,  a s  R i c h a r d s
a s k s  us  to ,  h i s  s p e c i a l  u s e  of  " c o n t e x t , "  we a r e  led  to  th e  c o n ­
c lu s io n  th a t  if he r e g a r d s  g r a m m a r  a s  " th e  s tudy  of th e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  
of w o r d s  with  one a n o th e r  in t h e i r  c o n te x t s ,  " then  he  is  t a k in g  an 
o r g a n ic  v iew of g r a m m a r ,  s i n c e  th e  i n t e r  i n a n im a t io n  of " s e t t i n g "  
and  " o r i g in a t i v e  c o n te x t "  b r e a t h e s  l i fe  in to ,  a n i m a t e s ,  o r ,  m ig h t  
we say ,  o r g a n i c i z e s ,  any d e f in i t io n  in w h ic h  it o c c u r s .  O u r  
c o n c lu s io n  d r a w s  su p p o r t :
It m a y  s e e m  a  f a r  c r y  f r o m  th e  e l e m e n t a r y  
t e a c h i n g  of G r a m m a r  to the  p r o b l e m  of t h e  
c o n s t i t u t iv e  l a w s  of d e v e lo p m e n t  of an  
o r g a n i s m  . . . ; but  when we l e a r n  an y th in g  
w e  a r e  q u i te  o b v io u s ly  e x em p l i fy in g  b io log ic
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la w s .  How we s u p p o s e  we l e a r n ,  th e n  (and th u s  
how we p r o p o s e  to  t e a c h ) ,  i s  no t  i n d e p e n d e n t  of 
o u r  t h e o r i e s ,  o r  a s s u m p t i o n s ,  a s  to  th e  p r o c e s s  
of g ro w th  and  the  l a w s  of d e v e lo p m e n t  (p. 17).
It  i s  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  to c a l l  t h i s  a n  o r g a n ic  view of g r a m m a r .
F o r  g r a m m a r  is  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a s e t  of r u l e s ,  th e  t e a c h e r  i s  t r a d i ­
t io n a l ly  a  kind o f  r u l e r  of th e  s tu d e n t ,  and the r u l e s  of g r a m m a r  
have  b e e n  the i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a r u l e r - r u l e d  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h a t  we a r e  b a ck  to  M e n c i u s '  c o n ce p t  of a good 
r u l e r  w i l l  c o m e  a s  a  s u r p r i s e  only to  the  r e a d e r  who t h in k s  we 
h av e  e v e r  lef t  it .  C u l t i v a t e  the  s tu d e n t ,  s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  e n c o u r a g e  
h i m ,  m o t i v a t e  h i m ,  and  w a tc h  h im  dev e lo p ;  but do not i n ju r e  him  
by f o r c i n g  and do  not s t i f l e  h im  w ith  r u l e s ,  t h o s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
m u r d e r e r s  of n a t u r a l  c u r i o s i t y :  "T h e  only r u l e s  in i n t e l l e c t u a l
d i s c ip l i n e  th a t  a  t e a c h e r  m a y  w i l l ing ly  m a k e  u s e  of a r e  r e c o r d s  
of th e  p u p i l ' s  own he lp fu l  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n s "  (p. 18). M e n c iu s ,
in d eed !  " B e w a r e  th e  Sung m a n "  ( the im p a t i e n t  p u l l e r  on p la n t s ) ,  
R i c h a r d s  i s  s a y in g  to  t e a c h e r  and s tu d e n t  a l ik e :
F o r ,  a s  a p r i m e  gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e ,  w e  hav e  to  
r e m e m b e r  th a t  h e r e ,  a s  in a l l  t e a c h i n g  but m o r e  so ,  
a l l  th a t  we c a n  do i s  to  p r o v id e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  an  
e x te n s io n  and  r e f i n e m e n t  of s k i l l s  w h ich  a r e  in e x p l i c a b ly ,  
u n im a g in a b ly  and  a l l - b u t - t r i u m p h a n t l y , s u c c e s s f u l  a l r e a d y .
In t h e  C o n fu c ia n  C h u n g  Yung th e  c lu e  to  the  s e l f -  
c o m p le t in g  g ro w th  of th e  m in d  is  g iven  in the  
a p h o r i s m :
In hew ing  an  a x e  h a n d le ,  in hew ing  an  
axe  h a nd le ,  t h e  m o d e l  fo r  it i s  in o u r  hand.  
(XIII,  2 —See P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m ,  p. 284).
178
So h e r e  in t h i s  i n s t a n c e  of l a n g u a g e - s t u d y , th e  pupi l ,  
h o w e v e r  s tup id  and  i n e r t  he  m a y  s e e m ,  h a s  a l r e a d y  
so m e h o w  l e a r n t  to  t a l k ,  w h ic h  i s  m u c h  m o r e  th a n  we 
cou ld  t e a c h  h im  to  do if he d id  not  do it f o r  h i m s e l f  
He c o m e s  to  u s  w i th  t h e s e  u n c a n n y  p o w e r s  a l r e a d y  
h igh ly  d e v e lo p e d ,  and we h a v e  on ly ,  if we c a n ,  to  
h e lp  h im  to  de v e lo p  th e m  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  (p. 18).
T h e  s e l f - c o m p l e t i n g  g ro w th  of  th e  m in d  is a  p r i n c i p l e  of 
o r g a n i c i s m  and w a s  c a l l e d  s y n a e s t h e s i s  in T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of  
A e s t h e t i c s . T h e  m e d i a t i n g  fu n c t io n  of a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  
a  p r i n c i p l e  of  o r g a n i c i s m .  As R i c h a r d s  fo l lows h i s  s t a t e d  p l a n  of 
s t a r t  ing f ro m  a s  w e l l  a s  w o rk in g  t o w a r d  the  u n in te l l ig ib le ,  he  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  th e  p r i n c i p l e s  of o p e n n e s s  an d  r e f i n e m e n t :  As  one
" u n in te l l i g ib le "  is  c l e a r e d  up, r e f i n e d ,  i t  i s  d i s c o v e r e d  to l e a d  
us  to o t h e r  " u n in te l l i g ib le s ,  " s i n c e  th e  r e f i n i n g  p r o c e s s  h a s  open ed  
up  new f i e ld s  of e x p lo r a t i o n .  E a c h  new f ie ld  of e x p lo r a t i o n  
r e q u i r e s  new i n s t r u m e n t s  of e x p lo r a t i o n  w h ich  w i l l  r e q u i r e  r e f i n e ­
m e n t  and ,  b e in g  r e f i n e d ,  w i l l  o p e n  up f u r t h e r  f i e ld s  of  e x p lo r a t i o n .  
T h i s  p lan  f o r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  and  g ro w th  of i d e a s  and  s k i l l s  sh o w s  
an  o r g a n ic  v iew of th e  p r i n c i p l e s  of o p e n n e s s  and r e f i n e m e n t .  In 
th i s  i n s t a n c e  th e  o r g a n ic  v iew  d e r i v e s  f r o m  the  w a y  in w h ich  peop le  
l e a r n  to  t a lk .  As R i c h a r d s  w o r k s  f r o m  " u n i n t e l l i g i b l e s "  to  o t h e r  
" u n i n t e l l i g i b l e s "  he w o r k s  a l s o  f r o m  one p r i n c i p l e  of o r g a n i c i s m  
( s y n a e s t h e s i s )  to  a n o th e r  p r i n c i p l e  of o r g a n i c i s m  ( s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s ) :  As  in hew ing  an  a x e  h an d le ,  in f a s h io n in g  a s p e c u l a ­
t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  th e  m o d e l  f o r  it i s  in h i s  hand;  and  w e  a r e  l ik e ly  to
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d i s c o v e r  no t  on ly  t h a t  s y n a e s t h e s i s  i s  a  m o d e l  f o r  m a n y  o f  
R i c h a r d s '  o t h e r  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  bu t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r ­
d e p e n d e n c e  of  w o r d s ,  in  t h e i r  c o n te x tu a l  i n t e r i n a n i m a t i o n s ,  
p r o v i d e s  a  m o d e l  f o r  th e  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  
u p o n  w h ic h  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  i s  f o u n d e d .
In th e  s e c t i o n  on r h e t o r i c  in I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  iji T e a c h i n g ,
R i c h a r d s  r e f i n e s  o n e  of th e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h a t
he had  f o r m u l a t e d  in T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  of  R h e t o r i c  —h is  t h e o r y  of
m e t a p h o r .  I s h o u ld  l ik e  to  t a k e  tw o  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h i n g  to  show  m o r e  c l e a r l y  w h a t  R i c h a r d s
m e a n s  by c a l l i n g  m e t a p h o r  " th e  e s s e n c e  of th in k in g "  and  to  e x p l o r e
s o m e  f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  the  t e r m s  " s e t t i n g "  and  " o r i g i n a t i v e
c o n t e x t "  and  t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n s :
T h in k in g  i s  r a d i c a l l y  m e t a p h o r i c .  L in k a g e  by 
a n a lo g y  is  i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  law o r  p r i n c i p l e ,  i t s  
c a u s a l  n e x u s ,  s i n c e  m e a n i n g  only a r i s e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  c a u s a l  c o n t e x t s  by w h ic h  a s ig n  s t a n d s  fo r  
( t a k e s  th e  p l a c e  of) a n  i n s t a n c e  of a  s o r t .  To 
th in k  of  a n y th in g  i s  to  t a k e  it  a s  of a  s o r t  (as  
a  s u c h  a n d  s u c h )  a n d  th a t  'as* b r i n g s  in (open ly  
o r  in d i s g u i s e )  t h e  a n a lo g y ,  th e  p a r a l l e l ,  the  
m e t a p h o r i c  g r a p p l e  o r  g r o u n d  o r  g r a s p  o r  d r a w  
by w h i c h  a lo n e  th e  m i n d  t a k e s  ho ld .  It  t a k e s  no 
ho ld  if  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  f o r  it  to  hau l  f r o m ,  f o r  
i t s  t h in k in g  i s  t h e  h a u l ,  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  of 
l i k e s  (pp. 4 8 - 4 9 ) .
My po in t  i s  not t h a t  l a n g u a g e  is  fu l l  of  m e t a p h o r s .  . . .
I t  is t h a t  th o u g h t  i t s e l f  is  m e t a p h o r i c —not  m e r e l y
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t h a t  it  e x p r e s s e s  i t s e l f  in  l i n g u i s t i c  m e t a p h o r s .
T h e  m e t a p h o r  t h a t  a  th o u g h t  i s  u s i n g  n e e d  not 
c o r r e s p o n d  to  th e  m e t a p h o r  t h a t  i t s  l a n g u a g e  
d i s p l a y s ,  th o u g h  u s u a l l y  i t  d o e s ,  and the t h o u g h t  
w i l l  o f te n  ad o p t  th e  v e r b a l  m e t a p h o r  w h e n  t h i s  i s  
n o t i c e d .  But e q u a l ly  o f ten  w e  d i s c o u n t  and  
d i so w n  th e  m e t a p h o r s  in o u r  s p e e c h ,  t r e a t  t h e m  
a s  d e a d ,  o r  k i l l  t h e m  a s  w e  go. We m a y  th e n  
e a s i l y  s u p p o s e  th a t  w e  a r e  no l o n g e r  u s in g  
p a r a l l e l s  and  a n a l o g i e s  b e c a u s e  we a r e  a v o id in g  
a p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  t h a t  o u r  l a n g u a g e  m i g h t  s e e m  to
b r i n g  in. W e s h a l l  f ind n o n e  th e  l e s s  t h a t  we a r e
u s i n g  a n o t h e r  s e t .  O u r  th o u g h t  in a l l  c a s e s  is
b e in g  g u id e d  by  i t s  c a u s a l  c o n t e x t ; a nd  t h i s  is
on ly  a n o t h e r  w a y  of  p u t t in g  th e  m a t t e r  (p. 49).
T h e  s e c o n d  p a s s a g e  h e lp s  e x p la in  t h e  f i r s t ,  a n d  t h e y  bo th  h e lp
e x p la in  s o m e  o f  th e  c e n t r a l  p o in t s  in  T h e  P h i l o s o p h y  of R h e t o r i c .
" T h in k in g  i s  m e t a p h o r i c "  i s  a  m e t a p h o r —" m e t a p h o r i c "  i s  t h e  v e h i c l e ,  
" th in k in g "  th e  t e n o r ,  and  " l i n k a g e  by a n a l o g y "  t h e  g ro u n d .  C o n ­
s e q u e n t l y ,  th e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  m e t a p h o r  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  of  t h in k in g  
e x e m p l i f i e s  w h a t  it  s t a t e s .  T h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  r e c a l l  a n  e a r l i e r
a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  o u r  p r e s e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d o e s  t h e  s a m e
th in g .
F o r  R i c h a r d s  to  t a l k  a bou t  th e  f u t i l i t y  of  a t t e m p t i n g  to  
s u b s t i t u t e  n o n m e t a p h o r i c a l  l a n g u a g e  f o r  m e t a p h o r  i s  not  f o r  h i m  to  
c o n t r a d i c t  h i s  p r e v i o u s  c l a i m s  a b o u t  t h e  t e a c h i n g - l e a r n i n g  e f f i c a c y  
of t r a n s l a t i n g  f i g u r a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  in to  r e l a t i v e l y  n o n f i g u r a t i v e  
l a n g u a g e  (no te  th e  k e y  w o r d  " r e l a t i v e l y " )  b u t  r a t h e r  to  show  one 
of th e  f i n d in g s  o f  s u c h  t r a n s l a t i o n :  T h e  t r a n s l a t i n g  a c t i v i t y  c a n
show ,  by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a n a l o g i e s ,  j u s t  w ha t  r o l e  a n a l o g i e s  p la y  in
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o u r  th in k in g  and l e a r n in g .  W hat  he is  a r g u i n g  a g a i n s t  h e r e ,  a s  
*n P h i lo s o p h y  of R h e to r i c ,  i s  the  idea  th a t  m e t a p h o r  is m e r e
d e c o r a t i o n .  T he  s e c o n d  p a s s a g e  in p a r t i c u l a r  i s ,  a m o n g  o th e r  
th in g s ,  a n  a t t e m p t  to show th a t  r e m e m b e r i n g  th a t  " c o n te x t "  a s  
R i c h a r d s  u s e s  it m e a n s  " ' s e t t i n g '  p lu s  ' o r i g i n a t iv e  c o n t e x t 1" w i l l  
m a k e  u s  a w a r e  th a t  to  s a y  th a t  w o r d s  a r e  i n te r d e p e n d e n t  w i th in  
con tex t  is  to u s e  a m e t a p h o r  w h ich  is  a t  once  s p a t i a l  (in se t t in g )  
and  t e m p o r a l  ( in  o r i g in a t i v e  con tex t) .
O n  av o id in g  f i x i t i e s  and  c e r t a i n t i e s  to w a rd  th e  end of m a i n ­
ta in in g  o p e n n e s s  and  the  p o s s ib i l i t y  and d e s i r a b i l i t y  of r e f i n e m e n t ,  
R i c h a r d s  s a y s :  "Of the  o p p o se d  r i s k s —of b e in g  i n to l e r a b l y  t r i t e
in m y  c o m m e n t s  and of b e in g  in d e fe n s ib ly  m i s t a k e n —I have  t a k e n  
th e  one ,  I e x p e c t ,  abou t  a s  of ten  a s  t h e  o th e r .  It  i s  in  the 
n a t u r e  of t h e s e  r i s k s  th a t  we ru n  th e m  m o s t  w hen  we s u p p o s e  we 
have  e s c a p e d  t h e m "  (p. 78). T h i s  is  a n o th e r  e x a m p le  o f  R i c h a r d s '  
c o n t in u a l  i n s i s t e n c e  th a t  it m ig h t  be a  good idea  to  e v a lu a t e  h is  
own w o rk  by i ts  e x p l i c i t  and  im p l i c i t  e v a lu a t iv e  c r i t e r i a .  A s  we 
have  s e e n ,  R i c h a r d s  th in k s  th a t  about  the  only th in g  he c a n  be  
c e r t a i n  of in h is  w o r k  i s  t h a t  he wil l  m a k e  m i s t a k e s .  He h o p e s  
th a t  we (and he) c a n  p ro f i t  f r o m  d i s c o v e r y  of th e  m i s t a k e s ,  p a r t ­
i c u l a r l y  by s e e i n g  how and  why th ey  w e r e  m a d e .  We do  t h i s  by 
c o n s c io u s ly  p r e s e r v i n g  o p e n n e s s ,  not  e x p e c t in g  too  m u c h  of t h e  
a n s w e r s  to  o u r  q u e s t io n s :  "T o  r e a l i z e  th a t  a  q u e s t io n  h a s  a r i s e n
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and  wha t  it  i s ,  m a y  be  a s  p o s i t iv e  a r e s u l t  a s  to a n s w e r  a n o th e r
q u e s t io n .  A n s w e r s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  b r e e d  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  should .  And
a s  to c o n c l u s i o n s ,  th in k in g  is  l iv ing  and th a t  h a s  i t s  c o n c lu s io n
r i g h t  en o ug h "  (p. 249).  T h i s  is not  new to  an y  in v e s t i g a t o r  into
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  "  bu t  it a f f o r d s  a  r e l e v a n t  in s igh t :
R i c h a r d s  s a y s  th a t
in th in k ing  abou t  how w e  th in k ,  o u r  a im  m u s t  be 
to  p e r c e i v e  a s  d i s t i n c t ly  a s  p o s s ib l e  w h a t  we a r e  
do ing  r a t h e r  th a n  to  a r r i v e  a t  any  f i n a l - lo o k in g  
p o s i t iv e  t h e o r i e s .  As  we do so  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  
of t h e o r i e s  th a t  a r e  to o  c r u d e  to  s u s t a i n  the  
e x a m in a t io n  and have  only a t  a d i s t a n c e  been  
s u p p o s e d  to  app ly ,  a r e  d i s c a r d e d ;  and  to  be r i d  
of t h e m  i s  a  g r e a t  ga in .  We m a y  be lef t  w i thou t  
any t h e o r y ,  but we a r e  a t  l e a s t  f r e e d  f r o m  the  
i n t e r f e r e n c e s  of m i s h a n d l e d  a b s t r a c t i o n s  (p. 249).
R i c h a r d s  m a y  be l e s s  s c o r n f u l  t h a n  b e f o r e  of bo gu s  e n t i t i e s  ( m i s ­
h a n d le d  a b s t r a c t i o n s ) ,  but  h e  s t i l l  d o e s  not  w a n t  m u r d e r e r s  l e f t  at  
l a r g e .  O n e  of t h e s e ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n  in T h e  P h i lo so p h y  of R h e t o r i c , 
i s  the  U s a g e  d o c t r i n e ,  w h ich  t r i e s  to  r u l e  lan g u a g e  in a d i f f e r e n t  
way but ju s t  a s  d i c t a t o r i a l l y  a s  th e  O n e  P r o p e r  M ean in g  S u p e r ­
s t i t i o n ,  w h ich  i t  is  c a l c u l a t e d  to r e p l a c e .  H e r e ,  a s  in The  
P h i lo s o p h y  of R h e t o r i c , he o f f e r s  a n  o r g a n ic  p r i n c i p l e  of c o m m u n i ­
c a t io n  a s  a  b e t t e r  r u l e  f o r  judg ing  lan g u a g e  u s e  t h a n  u s a g e  o r  
c u s t o m :  " C u s t o m  is  no c r i t e r i o n  a t  a l l —u n l e s s  it i s  t h e  b e s t
c u s t o m —and we c a n  t e l l  w h ich  i s  t h e  b e s t  c u s t o m ,  w h e n  we m e e t
i t  o r  h i t  on  it ,  on ly  by u s in g  a s t a n d a r d  with  w h ich  c u s t o m  h a s
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n o th ing  d i r e c t l y  to  do . . . but  r e s i d e s  in  u s ,  a s  th e  a c t iv e  
p r i n c i p l e  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  and  is  m a n i f e s t e d  in o u r  d e v e lo p ed  
sk i l l  w i th  w o r d s "  (p, 278). At t h i s  point  I would no t  d a r e  
e s t a b l i s h  a  s e e m i n g  c e r t a i n t y .  But I should  l ik e  to  s u g g e s t  th a t  
th e  t h e o r y  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  h e r e  m a y  h a v e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  with  o t h e r  
t h e o r i e s  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  we have  e n c o u n t e r e d  a long  the  way  and 
th a t  I m a y  m a k e  s u b s e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e  to su c h  s e e m i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  
in  o r d e r  to  m a k e  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  t o w a r d  a  t e n t a t i v e  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  of s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g  a l s o  m a k e s  an  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u ­
t io n  to  a n o th e r  of R i c h a r d s '  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s —h i s  t h e o r y  
of de f in i t io n .  We have a l r e a d y  s e e n  th a t  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  
c a n  t a k e  th e  f o r m  of a  d e f in i t io n  an d  th a t  a de f in i t io n  c a n  be a 
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  In  th e  c h a p t e r  " F r e e d o m  in  D ef in i t io n ,  " 
the  l a s t  c h a p t e r  in  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in  T e a c h i n g , R i c h a r d s  s e e m s  to 
be s a y in g ,  i n d i r e c t l y ,  th a t  a  d e f in i t io n  sh o u ld  be  a s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  and  th a t  a  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  shou ld  be o r  a t  l e a s t  
im p ly  a  d e f in i t io n  o r  d e f in i t io n s .  We find h im  t a lk in g  of a d e f ­
in i t ion  a s  though he w e r e  e x p l i c a t in g  th e  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  
d e p e n d e n c e :
We want  to  do s o m e th i n g  and a  d e f in i t io n  is  a 
m e a n s  to  do ing  it. If w e  w an t  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t s ,  
t h e n  we m u s t  u s e  c e r t a i n  m e a n i n g s  (o r  d e f in i t io n s ) .
B u t  no d e f in i t io n  h as  any  a u th o r i t y  a p a r t  f r o m  a
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p u r p o s e ,  o r  to  b a r  u s  f r o m  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s .  And 
y e t  th ey  e n d l e s s l y  do so.  Who can  doubt  t h a t  we
a r e  o f ten  d e p r iv e d  o f  v e r y  u s e f u l  th o u g h ts  m e r e l y
b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r d s  which  m ig h t  e x p r e s s  t h e m  a r e  
b e in g  t e m p o r a r i l y  p r e - e m p t e d  by  o t h e r  m e a n i n g s ?
O r  th a t  a  d e v e lo p m e n t  i s  o f t e n  f r u s t r a t e d  m e r e l y  
b e c a u s e  we a r e  s t i c k in g  to  a  f o r m e r  d e f in i t io n  
of no s e r v i c e  to th e  new p u r p o s e ?  (p, 384),
T h i s  sh o w s  s o m e  f u r t h e r  im p l i c a t i o n s  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .
We a r e  l im i t e d  by the  de f in i t io n  we c h o o s e ,  a s  show n in t h e  quo te  
h e r e .  We a r e  l im i t e d  by the  i n s t r u m e n t  we c h o o s e ,  i t  be ing  
d i f f icu l t  to  c a r v e  a  s t e a k  w ith  a w h e t s to n e  o r  to  o b s e r v e  b a c t e r i a  
w i th  a  t e l e s c o p e  o r  to  cu t  down a t r e e  w i th  a  t y p e w r i t e r :  in
e a c h  c a s e  th e  t r i c k  i s  to  c h o o s e  o r  inven t  (and in e a c h  c a s e ,  
r e f i n e )  i n s t r u m e n t s  a c c o r d i n g  to p u r p o s e ,  and  hen ce  a r i s e  t h e  f ive 
e v a lu a t iv e  q u e s t i o n s  we a s k  of a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  F u r t h e r ,
if we a r e  l im i t e d  by c h o ic e  of l i t e r a l  i n s t r u m e n t ,  w ha t  about  th e
l i m i t a t i o n s  involved  in  c h o ic e  of t e a c h i n g  i n s t r u m e n t ?  If o u r  p u r p o s e  
is  to  t e a c h  g r a m m a r  r u l e s ,  t h e n  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g r a m m a r  books 
o f f e r  u s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  c h o ic e .  But if o u r  p u r p o s e  is  to t e a c h  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of th e  w a y s  w o r d s  w o r k  in d i s c o u r s e ,  t h en  th e  t r a d i ­
t io n a l  g r a m m a r  b o o k s ,  with  t h e i r  r u l e s ,  o f f e r  a n  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  
ch o ic e :  . . a s  th e  h i s t o r y  of g r a m m a r  and logic  in the  s c h o o l s
d i s p la y  ad n a u s e a m , r u l e s  a r e  th e  e n e m y  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  L e a r n in g  
th e  r u l e s  i s  the  f a t a l  c o u r s e ,  if we do not,  by s o m e  o t h e r  m e a n s ,  
a l s o  l e a r n  to look behind  th e m  to th e  r e a s o n s  w h ic h  m a k e  th e m
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u s e f u l "  (p. 292).  T h i s  is  a n o t h e r  way  of s t a t in g  w h a t  R i c h a r d s  
r e g a r d s  a s  obv ious  to  th e  po in t  of ob l iv ion ,  v iz .  , th a t  we a r e  
l im i t e d  by o u r  c h o ic e  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t —on ce  w e  c h o o s e  
a  d e f in i t io n  o r  a  t h e o r y  we a r e  l im i t e d  to t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  
of only th o s e  t a s k s  w h ich  th e  de f in i t io n  o r  t h e o r y  c a n  p e r f o r m .
The  b u r d e n  of e v e r y  book we have  e x a m in e d ,  f r o m  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  
of A e s t h e t i c s  to I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g  h a s  been  e s s e n t i a l l y  
th a t  of m a k in g  t h i s  point.
Back  now to " F r e e d o m  in D ef in i t ion " :  "S u b jec t  only to  o u r
p u r p o s e —w hich ,  I need  h a r d l y  s a y ,  i n c lu d e s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n —we 
a r e  f r e e  to  d e f ine  o u r  w o r d s  a s  we p l e a s e .  T h is ,  of  c o u r s e ,  
a p p l i e s  a l s o  to th e  w o rd  'd e f in i t io n ' ;  and  I a m  a v a i l in g  m y s e l f  of 
t h i s  f r e e d o m  h e r e "  (p. 385). F r e e d o m  and  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w hich ,  
a s  R i c h a r d s  i n s i s t s ,  a c c r u e s  to it .  T a k i n g  h is  c u e ,  m u s t  I not ca l l  
a t t e n t io n  to  m y  p u r p o s e  ? Sub jec t  only to m y  p u r p o s e —w hich ,  I 
n e e d  h a r d l y  sa y ,  jjs e x p l i c a t i o n —I a m  f r e e  to  de f ine  " s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  a s  I p l e a s e .  But s i n c e  m y  p u r p o s e  i s  e x p l ic a t io n ,  
m y  f r e e d o m  c a r r i e s  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of show ing  a s  w e l l  a s  I c a n  
w ha t  R i c h a r d s '  de f in i t io n  of the  t e r m  i s  and  how it w o r k s  in h is  
s y s t e m  (context  ?).
R i c h a r d s  o f f e r s  two m e t h o d s  of def in ing :  (1) d e f in i t io n  by
e x a m p le  and  (2) de f in i t io n  by  " eq u iv a le n t  e x p r e s s i o n .  " D ef in i t ion  
by e x a m p le  is a  m a t t e r  of po in t ing  to  s o m e th in g  and  s a y in g  th a t
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th e  w o rd  s ign i fy ing  it m e a n s  the  p a r t i c u l a r  s o m e th in g  and  o t h e r
th in g s  l ike  it .  T h i s  has  the  a d v a n ta g e  of i m m e d i a c y ,  but  i t  has
a d i s a d v a n ta g e  too .  If we d e f ine  " t r a g e d y "  by po in t in g  to O e d ip u s  
Rex, w e  have  shown only one e x a m p le ,  and  the  d i s a d v a n ta g e  is 
th a t  we do not s t i p u la t e  in what  r e s p e c t s  o th e r  th in g s  m u s t  r e s e m b l e  
O e d ip u s  R e x . The  d i s a d v a n ta g e  can  be a m e l i o r a t e d  to  s o m e  e x te n t  
by u s e  of m u l t i p le  e x a m p l e s ,  but t h i s  would s t i l l  not g ive  a c o m p l e t e  
de f in i t io n .  D ef in i t ion  by e q u iv a le n t  e x p r e s s i o n  is a  m a t t e r  of 
d e c id in g  what  e x p r e s s i o n  m a y  be s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  a n o th e r  in any 
g iven  u s e :  . . th e  two e x p r e s s i o n s  a r e  e q u iv a le n t  if w h a t e v e r
we say  w i th  one  can  be sa id  w ith  th e  o t h e r "  (p. 388). T h i s  m e th o d  
i s  too  r e s t r i c t e d  a s  it s t a n d s .  If a n  e x p r e s s i o n  had a  m e a n in g  
a p a r t  f r o m  co n te x t ,  it  m ig h t  be c o n s i d e r e d  a c o n s t a n t  e q u iv a le n t  
of a n o th e r ;  but e v e n  th e n  s t r i c t  e q u iv a le n c e  would be no b e t t e r  
th a n  de f in i t io n  by e x a m p le ,  b e c a u s e  it would a m o u n t  to  th e  s a m e  
th ing  a s  a r e s u l t  of  hav ing  shown a n  e x a m p le  of e q u iv a le n c e  w ithout  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a de f in ing  p r i n c i p l e .  " T h u s ,  " s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  " a s  w ith  
t r a n s l a t i o n —it  i s  the  s a m e  p r o b l e m — we shou ld  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  d e f ­
in i t io n  is  a lw a y s  p a r t i a l "  (p. 390).
If d e f in i t io n  is  a lw a y s  p a r t i a l ,  why shou ld  we co m po u nd  the
d i f f icu l ty  by s t i c k in g  to one m o d e  of d e f in i t i o n ?  Might d i f f e r e n t  
m o d e s  w o rk  r a t h e r  w el l  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  one a n o t h e r ?  W hen we
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d i s c o v e r  t h a t  "no  e x p r e s s i o n  w h a t e v e r  is e n t i r e l y  and  in  a l l  r e s ­
p e c t s  e q u iv a le n t  to  a ny  o t h e r ,  " we a r e  l ik e ly  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t  
" t h e r e  is  th en  no th ing  lo s t  but e v e r y th in g  to  be ga ined  by u s in g  
d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  of d e f in i t io n s  fo r  d i f f e r e n t  p u r p o s e s ,  o r  giving th e  
w o r d  'de f in i t ion*  v a r i o u s  s e n s e s ,  p ro v id e d  we know and c an  m a k e  
c l e a r  if need  be  to  o t h e r s  what we a r e  doing .  T h a t  m a k in g  c l e a r  
w i l l  be i t s e l f  a  p r o c e s s  of de f in ing ,  of  show ing  how w e  a r e  
p r o c e e d i n g "  (p. 390).
If a l l  d e f in i t io n s  a r e  p a r t i a l ,  th e n  the  a p p r o p r i a t e  m o o d  
f o r  a  d e f in i t io n ,  a s  fo r  any  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  i s  the  c o n d i ­
t io n a l ,  o r  a  v a r i e t y  of it .  R i c h a r d s  u r g e s  th a t  in  o f f e r in g  a d e f ­
in i t ion  we o f f e r  it a s  " i t s e l f  a n  in v i ta t io n ,  a  r e q u e s t ,  o r ,  on
o c c a s i o n ,  an  i m p e r a t i v e ;  but  no t  a  s t a t e m e n t "  {p. 390), T h i s  would
be u s in g  the
a p p r o p r i a t e  m o o d ,  w h ich  is  not  the  in d ic a t iv e  
but  th e  o p ta t iv e .  So I shou ld  no t  s ay  "A 
d e f in i t io n  is  a  r e q u e s t "  but " C o m e !  l e t  u s
u n d e r s t a n d  by ' a  d e f in i t io n '  an  in v i ta t io n  to
r e g a r d  a c e r t a i n  w o rd  a s  m e a n i n g  so  and so .
Will  you be so  good a s  to a c c e p t ? "  (p. 391).
T h i s  c a l l s  o u r  a t t e n t io n  to  the  co n d i t io n a l  and  i ts  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to
o p e n n e s s .  It a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a  f u r t h e r  a d v an tag e  of c o n s ta n t
a w a r e n e s s  of th e  o p ta t iv e  m o o d  in  def in ing :  "If  w e  r e c o g n i z e d  m o r e
f r a n k ly  t h a t  how any w o r d  w h a t s o e v e r  is u s e d  is  a  m a t t e r  of  c h o ic e ,
of in v i ta t io n  and c o n s e n t ,  not  of r e g i m e n t a t i o n ,  c o n f o r m i ty  and
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c o m p u ls io n ,  should  we not  th e n  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  how a r t i f i c i a l  
a r e  th e  im a g in e d  d i s c r e t e  s e n s e s  of o u r  w o r d s ,  how d e p en d en t  
they  a r e  on  the  m e a n i n g  we give to  the  s e n t e n c e "  (p. 393). We 
m a y  have  f r e e d o m  in de f in i t io n ,  but  we a r e  d e p e n d e n t  upon o u r  
p u r p o s e ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  and o r i g in a t i v e  c o n te x t  of the  w o r d s  we u se ,  
the  m o t i v a t i o n  of  th e  r e a d e r  (his  r e a d i n g  o u r  de f in i t io n  su p p l i e s  
th e  s e t t i n g ,  and h i s  own o r i g in a t i v e  con te x t  c o n t r i b u te s  to  h is  
m o t iv a t io n ) ,  and o u r  own s k i l l  in c h o o s in g  w o r d s  and a r r a n g i n g  
th e m  into a de f in i t ion .
T h i s  m a y  be  a good p l a c e  to  s u m m a r i z e  th e  v a r i o u s  e a r l i e r  
h in ts  a s  to  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  and 
o r g a n i c i s m .  We have  n o t ic e d  a s e e m i n g  ana logy  b e tw e e n  th e m ,  
and  R i c h a r d s  s u p p l i e s  f u r t h e r  c lu e s .  M e ta p h o r i c a l l y ,  we c a n  th ink  
of th e  h u m a n  eye ,  w i th  i ts  l e n s ,  a s  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  ( " s p e c -  
u l a r i ,  " " s p e c t a c l e s " ) ,  and  if  we do we m a y  s e e  (hopefu l ly  w ithou t  
a l t e r i n g  it f o r  th e  w o r s e )  w ha t  R i c h a r d s  m e a n s  by quo t ing  B l a k e ' s  
s a y in g  th a t  " 'T h e  eye  a l t e r i n g ,  a l t e r s  a l l , 1" and  a d d in g  th a t  " the  
e y e —the  in t e l l e c t u a l  o r g a n  th a t ,  in de f in ing ,  d e t e r m i n e s  the  l i m i t s  
of th ing s  —is  a lw a y s  a l t e r i n g ,  for  w o r s e  t h e r e ,  f o r  b e t t e r  h e r e ,  we 
h ope"  (p. 396). C o n s i d e r i n g  wha t  we have  com e  to u n d e r s t a n d  so  f a r  
a bou t  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  and c o n s i d e r i n g  a l s o  t h a t  th e
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p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  w i l l  be  m o r e  ful ly  e x p l i c a te d  in
th e  nex t  c h a p t e r ,  t h i s  quote  h a r d l y  n e e d s  exp la in in g .  [ L e t  us
c o m p a r e  it wi th  th e  n e w s p a p e r  h e a d l in e  MAN C A N 'T  H E L P  BUT
CON TA M INA TE T H E  MOON AND C O M P L IC A T E  THE STUDY O F
HIS FINDINGS T H E R E  (Ju ly  19, 1 9 6 9 ) J  . R i c h a r d s  is c l e a r l y
d i s c u s s i n g  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .  But th e  quo te  c o n t in u e s  —
B u t  no one  eye ,  no one  c r e a t i v e  ou t look ,  s e t t l e s  
any th ing .  L ik e  th e  w o r d s  in a  s e n t e n c e ,  we a r e  
m e a n i n g l e s s  u n l e s s  we take  o u r  s e n s e s  f ro m  one 
a n o th e r .  T he  ind iv id ua l ,  a lo n e ,  i s  noth ing;  th o u g h  
th e  whole  t a k e s  i ts  v a lu e  f r o m  the ind iv id ua ls  
w i th in  it. Soc ie ty  th u s  h a s  a  G r a m m a r —the  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  of i ts  m e m b e r s .  T h is  b r e a k s  down 
e a s i l y  u n l e s s  the  i n s t r u m e n t s  of c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  
th e  l an g ua g e  of i ts  m e m b e r s ,  s e r v e  and  grow  with  
it (p. 396).
T h i s  s o u n d s  l ike an  o r g a n ic  v iew of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p en d e n c e ,  
R i c h a r d s ,  in  s t a t i n g  tha t  the  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of w o r d s  is a  m o d e l  
f o r  the  i n te r d e p e n d e n c e  of h u m a n  b e in g s  and  fo r  any o t h e r  th in g s  
wh ich  c a n  i n t e r i n a n i m a t e ,  s e e m s  to  be  su g g e s t i n g  a l s o  th a t  the  
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of w o r d s  is a  m o d e l  fo r  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  
o r  even  b e t t e r ,  t h a t  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  is  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e  of 
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e .
A r e v i e w  of s o m e  r e l e v a n t  i d e a s  in R i c h a r d s '  w o rk  m a y  
a id  in d e v e lo p in g  t h i s  su g g e s t io n .  A m e t a p h o r  h a s  two p a r t s ,  
t e n o r  and  v e h ic le ,  w h ich  i n t e r a c t  in a s p e c i a l  w a y —th e y  a r e  
in te r d e p e n d e n t ,  and  th a t  is w ha t  is m e a n t  by s a y in g  th a t  they
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i n t e r i n a n i m a t e .  A w o r d  h a s  a  s e t t i n g  an d  a n  o r i g i n a t i v e  c o n te x t  
w h ic h  i n t e r i n a n i m a t e .  An u t t e r a n c e  h a s  a  s e t t i n g  {the w o r d s  w h ic h  
i n t e r i n a n i m a t e  w i th in  it)  and  a n  o r i g i n a t i v e  c o n te x t  ( i t s  s p e c i f i c  
l a n g u a g e )  w h ic h  i n t e r i n a n i m a t e .  A m e t a p h o r  i s  a  w o r d  an d  a n  
u t t e r a n c e .  W o r d s ,  u t t e r a n c e s ,  a nd  m e t a p h o r s  m a y  be e v a l u a t e d  
by th e  e f f i c a c y  w i th  w h ic h  t h e y  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e i r  m e a n i n g s ,  and  
c o m m u n i c a t i v e  e f f i c a c y  i s  a  d e g r e e  of i n t e r i n a n i m a t i o n  and of 
g r o w th  of  m e a n i n g .
T h e  m i n d  h a s  a  s e t t i n g  ( the  h u m a n  b e in g ,  in w h ich  
a p p e t e n c i e s  i n t e r i n a n i m a t e )  and  a n  o r i g i n a t i v e  c o n te x t  ( the s p e c i f i c  
c u l t u r e  in w h ic h  the  h u m a n  b e in g  l i v e s )  w h ic h  i n t e r i n a n i m a t e .  T he  
m in d  m a y  be  e v a l u a t e d  by  th e  d e g r e e  in w h ic h  it  o r d e r s  i t s  
i n t e r i n a n i m a t i o n s ,  and  s y n a e s t h e s i s  i s  a  d e g r e e  of  i n t e r i n a n i m a t i o n .
H u m a n  b e in g s  h a v e  a  s e t t i n g  ( the  s t a t e  o r  n a t i o n  in w h ich  
th e y  a s  c i t i z e n s  i n t e r  i n a n i m a t e )  and  a n  o r i g i n a t i v e  c o n te x t  ( the  
s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r e  in w h ic h  e a c h  of  t h e m  d e v e l o p s )  w h ic h  i n t e r i n ­
a n i m a t e .  N a t io n s  h a v e  a  s e t t i n g  ( the  w o r l d  in w h ic h  th e y  i n t e r ­
i n a n i m a t e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and  e c o n o m i c a l l y )  a n d  a c o n te x t  ( t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r e s )  w h ic h  i n t e r  i n a n i m a t e .  P e a c e  i s  a  d e g r e e  of
i n t e r  i n a n i m a t i o n .
C o m m u n i c a t i v e  e f f i c a c y ,  s y n a e s t h e s i s ,  an d  p e a c e  a l l  r e q u i r e  
e q u i l i b r i u m  a n d  h a r m o n y ,  a n d  to  s a y  s o  i s  to  a s s e r t  a  p r i n c i p l e  o f
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o r g a n i c i s m .  A s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  a  m e a n s  of  w o r k i n g  
t o w a r d  e q u i l i b r i u m  a n d  h a r m o n y .  And,  s i n c e  i t  i s  c o u c h e d  in  
l a n g u a g e  and  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a n  u t t e r a n c e ,  a nd  s i n c e  it  i s  a l s o  a 
q u a s i - m e t a p h o r ,  it i s  a s  m u c h  a n  o r g a n i s m  a s  any  o t h e r  u t t e r a n c e  
o r  m e t a p h o r .
T he  p r i n c i p l e  of o r g a n i c i s m  is  d e r i v e d  f r o m  o b s e r v a t i o n  of  
t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s  a n d  t h e i r  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  w i th in  s e t t i n g  
an d  w i th in  o r i g i n a t i v e  c o n te x t .  T h e  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  
d e p e n d e n c e  is  d e r i v e d  f r o m  o b s e r v a t i o n  of  the  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of i n v e s ­
t i g a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w i th  f in d in g s  and  t h e i r  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  w i th in  
s e t t i n g  a n d  w i th in  o r i g i n a t i v e  c o n te x t .
S p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  w i th  o t h e r  s p e c ­
u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  e a c h  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  
w i th  i t s  e a r l i e r  e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n s .  S in c e  R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d s  a  s p e c ­
u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  a s  a n  o r g a n i s m ,  and  s i n c e  he 
r e g a r d s  a n  u t t e r a n c e  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  a s  a n  o r g a n i s m ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  a s  it w o r k s  in th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  c o n c e p t  i s  a n a l o g o u s  to  th e  p r i n c i p l e  of  o r g a n i c i s m  a s  it 
w o r k s  in the  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s .  H e n c e ,  b o th  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  
o p e r a t i v e  a s  s p a t i a l  m e t a p h o r s  a n d  a s  t i m e  m e t a p h o r s  —s p a t i a l  in  
t h a t  bo th  h a v e  s e t t i n g s  and  t e m p o r a l  in  t h a t  bo th  a r e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l ,  
a nd  to  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  i s  a n o t h e r  w ay  of s a y i n g  
t h a t  s e t t i n g  a n d  o r i g i n a t i v e  c o n te x t  i n t e r i n a n i m a t e .
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I should  l ike  to c l o s e  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i th  a  q u o ta t io n  f r o m  
R i c h a r d s .  It is  th e  l a s t  p a r t  of the  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  of I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
in  T e a c h i n g , a n d  it  i s  a  s u g g e s t i o n  about  how r h e t o r i c ,  g r a m m a r ,  
and log ic ,  a l l  r e d e f i n e d ,  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  not only a s  p o l i c e m e n  
but  a l s o  a s  p h y s i c i a n s ,  d i a g n o s in g  and  t r e a t i n g  any  d i s r u p t i v e  c o n d i ­
t io n ,  o r  " c o n ta m in a t io n ,  " w h ich  m ig h t  im p e d e  g row th  to w a rd  
c o m m u n i c a t i v e  e f f ic ac y ,  s y n a e s t h e s i s ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  of 
e q u i l i b r i u m  and h a rm o n y :
R h e to r i c  g u a r d s  f r o m  t h e s e  c o n ta m i n a t i o n s  both 
L o g ic ,  and  the  d e e p e r  i n t e g r a t i o n s  of m y th  which  
s p e a k  fo r  r e a s o n .  It c o n ta in s  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  Logic  
c o n ta in s  s c i e n c e ,  and  G r a m m a r  c o n ta in s  
c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  and  h as  th e  l a r g e s t  s c o p e  of the  
t h r e e .  F o r  in R h e t o r i c ' s  c a r e  i s  th a t  uni ty  o r ,  
a s  C o l e r i d g e  would hav e  w r i t t e n ,  c o a d u n a t io n  of 
th e  m in d  which  i s ,  w h a t e v e r  the  d e v ia t i o n s ,  th e  
a im  beh ind  and b e f o r e  o u r  s t r i v i n g s —-an i n c r e a s i n g  
o r g a n i c  i n t e r i n a n i m a t i o n  of m e a n i n g s ,  the  b io log ic  
g r o w th  of the  m in d  in th e  ind iv id ua l  and in a  s o c i a l  
i n h e r i t a n c e  m a i n t a i n in g  the h u m a n  a d v a n c e  (p. 396),
C H A P T E R  IV 
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"High th in g s  a r e  h a r d "  (S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s ,  p. 71), 
s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  in a s e n t e n c e  which  I w r e n c h  out  of con tex t .  The  
h a r d e s t  of the  high th in g s  (and ,  p e r h a p s  th e  h ig h e s t  of the  h a r d  
th in g s )  to which  o u r  in v e s t ig a t i o n  t a k e s  u s  is  S p e c u la t iv e  
I n s t r u m e n t s  ̂ (1955). We p ick  up th e  book a v id ly ,  hoping  a t  l a s t  
to  find what  i ts  t i t l e  s e e m s  to p r o m i s e  and what o u r  s tudy  of 
R i c h a r d s '  w o rk  h a s  led  us  to d e s i r e —viz .  , c l e a r ,  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  
e x p l i c a t io n  of ju s t  wha t  th e  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  m e a n s  
and  how the  co n cep t  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  is to  be u n d e r s to o d  
a s  o p e r a t i n g  w i th in  R i c h a r d s '  s y s t e m :  A n s w e r s  we  want ,  s u p p o r t
a t  l a s t ,  fo r  o u r  t h e s i s  a bou t  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ;  and wha t  w e a r y  
i n v e s t i g a t o r  would not  a t  t h i s  point  th ink  he d e s e r v e d  a n s w e r  and 
s u p p o r t ?  S uppor t  we ge t ,  but not w i thou t  s i m i l a r  " e q u iv a le n t  
t r o u b l e "  a s  in  C o l e r i d g e  o n  Im a g in a t io n  and th ro u g h o u t ;  and in s t e a d
*1. A. R i c h a r d s ,  S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s  (C hicago :  T he
U n i v e r s i t y  of C h ic a g o  P r e s s ,  1955).
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of  a n s w e r s  w e  get  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s ,  " q u e r i e s "  indeed .  O u r  t a s k  
h e r e  is  t h e r e f o r e  twofold:  to get  a t  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "
a s  w e l l  a s  we c a n  by e x e r c i s i n g  " e q u iv a le n t  t r o u b l e "  if we can ,  
and to  t r y  to u n d e r s t a n d  why we a r e  su p p l ie d  with  q u e s t io n s  
r a t h e r  th an  a n s w e r s .
S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ta in s  e ig h t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  " p i e c e s ,  " 
a s  R i c h a r d s  c a l l s  th e m  in h is  F o r e w o r d  —a r t i c l e s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  n o te s  
fo r  t a l k s ,  e tc .  , e a c h  to be c o n s t r u e d  (or  so  we m u s t  d e d u c e ,  
f r o m  th e  t i t l e  of t h e  book) a s  an  e x a m p le  of a  sp e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t ;  but  R i c h a r d s  d o e s  not s a y  e x a c t ly  th is  in h i s  F o r e w o r d ,  
i t s e l f  a  m o s t  h igh  h a r d  th ing ,  t a n t a l i z i n g  in i ts  t e r s e ,  ob l ique ,  
and e l l i p t i c a l  s t y l e  and ye t  o f f e r in g ,  a l m o s t  in d i s g u i s e ,  a r a t h e r  
c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  of the  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t .  T h e  r e a s o n  
fo r  th i s  kind of p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  not  a t  once  ev id en t ,  but t h e r e  a r e  
so m e  c lu e s :  t h i s  k ind  of p r e s e n t a t i o n  is not  u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of
R i c h a r d s ,  and we have  d i s c o v e r e d  ( e s p e c i a l l y  in  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , M e n c iu s  on  th e  Mind, 
and  C o l e r i d g e  on  I m a g i n a t i o n ) th a t  R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d s  p a s s i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  in r e a d i n g ,  a s  a c o n t r a d i c t io n  in t e r m s .  He m a y  be 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  o f f e r i n g  h e r e ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  a  s ty le  w h ich  w i l l  a l low 
a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o r  e l s e  none  a t  a l l ,  t h e r e b y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  the  
n e c e s s a r y  r o l e  of c r e a t i v e  r e a d i n g  (o r  l i s t e n in g )  in s u c c e s s f u l  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  a nd  th e  c o r o l l a r y  a d v a n ta g e  o f  ke ep in g  in m in d  the
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i n d i r e c t n e s s  i n h e r e n t  in s u c c e s s f u l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  All  w r i t e r s  a r e  
c o n f ro n te d  w i th  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s ty l e ,  of c o u r s e ,  and t h e  h a r d e s t  
p a r t  of th e  p r o b l e m  i s  th a t  of f i t t in g  s ty l e  to  co n te n t .  John  Dewey 
c a l l s  it a  m a t t e r  of i n t e l l e c tu a l  h o n e s t y 2 : he  i s  u n w i l l in g  to  a l low 
a  luc id i ty  of s ty le  to s y m b o l i z e  a  s p e c i o u s  s i m p l i c i t y  in the  s u b je c t  
m a t t e r  b e in g  in v e s t ig a t e d  (1 a l m o s t  s a id  " i n v e s t e d ,  " which  would  
hav e  p ro b a b ly  b e e n  b e t t e r ,  had  I b e e n  p a r a p h r a s i n g  R i c h a r d s  r a t h e r  
th an  Dewey).  We m ig h t  put  it t h i s  way:  If t h e  n a t u r e  of the
i n s t r u m e n t  a f f e c t s  th e  n a t u r e  of the  f in d in g s ,  th en  if th e  i n s t r u m e n t  
i s  s u i t e d  to  i ts  t a s k ,  th e  n a tu r e  of wha t  is  to  be found out a f f e c t s  
t h e  n a tu r e  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t .  L u c id i ty  i s  of c o u r s e  d e s i r a b l e ,  
n e c e s s a r y  indeed ,  fo r  c o m m u n ic a t io n ;  but  a  " t r a n s l u c e n t "  s ty le ,  
su c h  a s  R i c h a r d s  f r e q u e n t ly  u s e s ,  i s  not a  b a r  to lu c id i ty  but 
r a t h e r ,  in R i c h a r d s '  c a s e ,  an  a id  t o  lu c id i ty  in th e  s e n s e  of show ing  
th a t  what  is  b e in g  s tu d ie d  i s  a  c o m p le x  m a t t e r  in d ee d ,  not  c a p a b le  
of t r e a t m e n t  by a n  o v e r s i m p l i f i e d  s ty l e  s u g g e s t iv e  of u n c l e a r  o r  
d e v io u s  th in k in g  on  the  p a r t  of  th e  w r i t e r .
R i c h a r d s  s t a t e s  th a t  t h e s e  p i e c e s  h av e  " c e r t a i n  c o m m o n  p u r ­
p o s e s ,  " l e a v in g  it to t h e  r e a d e r  to  d i s c o v e r  wha t  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s
2
Joh n  Dew ey ,  " F r o m  A b s o lu t i s m  to  E x p e r i m e n t a l i s m ,  " 
C h a r l e s  F r a n k e l ,  ed .  , T h e  G o lden  Age of W e s t e r n  P h i lo so p h y  
(New Y ork :  G e o r g e  B r a z i l l e r ,  Inc .  , 1960), pp. 3 8 5 -39 5 .
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a r e  and sa y in g  of t h e m  (1) t h a t  th ey  " f o r  th e  m o s t  p a r t ,  a r e  su c h  
t h a t  no one  know s wha t  p r e p a r a t i o n  would be b e s t  o r  how we 
shou ld  equ ip  o u r s e l v e s  to  p u r s u e  t h e m "  (p. ix) and  (2) t h a t  "m y  
r e a d e r  w i l l  s e e  why I do not  ye t  p r e c i s e l y  n a m e  t h e m "  (p. ix).
Not v e r y  c o m f o r t i n g  a s s e r t i o n s ,  t h e s e .  I do not " s e e  why";  if I 
d id ,  I m ig h t  s e e  why he took  so  long  to " p r e c i s e l y  n a m e "  
S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s .  But I though t  I saw  why in C o l e r i d g e  on 
I m a g i n a t i o n , and s a id  so .  C ou ld  it  be t h a t  R i c h a r d s '  con f iden t
" m y  r e a d e r  w i l l  s e e "  ju x ta p o se d  w i th  m y  d e s p e r a t e  "I do not s e e "  
sh o w s  m e r e l y  th a t  I h a v e n ' t  y e t  qu a l i f ie d  a s  a r e a d e r ?  L e t  u s  
d i s c o v e r  w h e t h e r  an  a t t e m p t  a t  " e q u iv a le n t  t r o u b l e "  c a n  b r in g  
abou t  s u c h  a q u a l i f i c a t io n .  We h av e  two i m m e d i a t e  p r e l i m i n a r y  
t a s k s :  to  d i s c o v e r  why R i c h a r d s  d o e s  n o t  g ive  p r e c i s e  n a m e s  to
t h e s e  c o m m o n  p u r p o s e s  and  th e n  to  d i s c o v e r  wha t  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s  
a r e ,  e v e n  if th e  b e s t  a n s w e r s  we can  a r r i v e  a t  a r e  f u r t h e r  
q u e s t i o n s ,  in  w h ich  in s t a n c e  we m ig h t  h a v e  a n  in s ig h t  in to  the  
p r o b l e m  of why R i c h a r d s  o f f e r s  u s  q u e s t i o n s  r a t h e r  th a n  a n s w e r s .
Could  i t  be t h a t  R i c h a r d s  r e f r a i n s  f r o m  p r e c i s e l y  n a m in g  
t h e s e  p u r p o s e s  b e c a u s e  (1) to  n a m e  th em  would be  to  l i s t  th e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  (2) to  l i s t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s  would  be to  give a  d e f in i t io n  of " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  " 
and  (3) to  o f fe r  e x a m p l e s  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  i s ,  f o r
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R i c h a r d s ,  m o r e  e f fe c t iv e  th an  b e g in n in g  w ith  a d e f in i t io n ?
R i c h a r d s  s a y s  of S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  u s e  of l an g ua ge  in T r o i l u s  and 
C r e s s i d a  th a t  it  i s  " l a n g u a g e  b e c o m e  i t s e l f  a  t r a n s l u c e n t  i n s t a n c e  
of what  it would d e s c r i b e ;  it bo th  s a y s  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  and 
i l l u s t r a t e s  i t "  (p. 210). C a n  we not  app ly  t h i s  to w ha t  R i c h a r d s  
is  do ing  w ith  l a n g u a g e ?  Is  he not  u s in g  a t r a n s l u c e n t  s ty l e ,  one  
which  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  to i t s e l f  wi thout  o b s c u r i n g  wha t  it is a t t e m p t ­
ing to convey ,  w h ich  is l a r g e l y  i t s e l f ?  T h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b r i n g s  
up once  m o r e  th e  m i r r o r  i m a g e  we e n c o u n t e r e d  w h i le  d i s c u s s i n g  
M e n c iu s  on the  Mind and m a y  e n c o u n t e r  a g a in ,  s h o r t l y .
What ,  t h e n ,  a r e  the  p u r p o s e s  w h ic h  the  e ig h te e n  s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  h a v e  in c o m m o n ?  Shou ldn ' t  t h ey  in c lu d e  th e  c l a r i f i c a ­
t io n  by e x a m p le  and t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of the  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  c o n c e p t ?  T he  F o r e w o r d  r e v e a l s  th e  p r e s e n c e  of a l l  fo u r  of 
th e  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  I n s t r u ­
m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  and th e  c o n d i t io n a l ,  a s  we have  c o m e  to  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  t h e m ,  a p p e a r  in th e  s a m e  p a r a g r a p h :
T he  m o s t  c e n t r a l  t h e m e  of t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  m a y  
be the  r e c o g n i t i o n  th a t  m o s t  w a y s  of s tu d y in g  l an g u a g e  
u s e  l ang u a g e  and m u s t  e x p e c t  to  t a k e  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .
None  of t h e s e  p i e c e s  h op e s  to  s a y  w ha t  t h e s e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
m a y  be .  T h e  m e d i u m ,  the  i n s t r u m e n t  th r o u g h  w h ich  
w e sa y ,  i s  not  so  s i m p l e  a s  s u c h  a hope would  
im p ly  (p. x).
T he  f i r s t  s e n t e n c e  of t h i s  q u o ta t io n  i s  a r e s t a t e m e n t  of th e  c o n c e p t  
th a t  the  n a t u r e  of the  i n s t r u m e n t  a f f e c t s  th e  n a tu r e  of the  f ind ings .
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T h i s  is  l a t e r  d e v e lo p e d  by R i c h a r d s  into w ha t  he c a l l s  e x p l ic i t ly  
the  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  which  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  
below. The  l a s t  tw o  s e n t e n c e s  of the  above  q uo ta t io n  a m o u n t  to  a 
r e a s s e r t i o n  of the  e v e r - p r e s e n t  c au t io n  in R i c h a r d s ’ w o r k —the  
e x p r e s s e d  co n d i t io n a l .  O n e  m ig h t  a l m o s t  r e g a r d  th i s  i n s t a n c e ,  
w ith  w o r d s  l ike  " m a y ,  " " h o p e , " and "would,  " so p r o m in e n t ,  a s  a 
"d o u b le "  co n d i t io n a l  (cf. "If we had  s o m e  h a m ,  we could  hav e  ham  
s a n d w ic h e s ,  if w e  had  s o m e  b r e a d " ) .
R e f in e m e n t  is  r e v e a l e d  in  th e  s t a t e m e n t  tha t  " i t  is  th e  a im  
of t h i s  c o l l e c t io n  of e s s a y s  to i n c r e a s e  . . . f a m i l i a r i t y  w i th  
s i t u a t i o n s  in which  we a r e  t r y in g  to s e e  what  i s  b e in g  s a id  and 
t r y i n g  to  s e p a r a t e  it f r o m  what  i s  not  be ing  s a id ,  s i t u a t i o n s  above  
a l l  in  which  we would ,  if w e  could ,  i n v e s t ig a t e  o u r  in te l l e c t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  th e  to o ls  w ith  w h ich  w e  w o r k  in a l l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n "  {p. x).  An a t t e m p t ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  quo te ,  
to  g a in  i n c r e a s e d  f a m i l i a r i t y  with  th e  s i t u a t i o n  is w ha t  R i c h a r d s  
m e a n t  by the  f i g u r e  of n a v ig a t io n  a s  he u s e d  it in P r a c t i c a l  
C r i t i c i s m ; and in th e  s u g g e s t io n  th a t  we  in v e s t i g a t e  o u r  " in te l l e c t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  we a r e  r e m i n d e d  of th e  now f a m i l i a r  i m a g e s  of the  
m i r r o r  and  the w h e t s to n e .
In R i c h a r d s '  i n s i s t e n c e  th a t  the  c e n t r a l  t h e m e  of t h e s e  
" p i e c e s "  is  "not  d o c t r i n e  but  d i s c e r n m e n t "  (p. xi) and  th a t  " the  
c o n c e r n  of t h e s e  p i e c e s  is  with th e  q u e s t i o n s  th e y  m a y  aw ake
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r a t h e r  th an  w i th  any  a n s w e r s  they  cou ld  i m p a r t "  (p. x i i ) ,  we have 
not  only  th e  " o p e n n e s s "  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
s t r e s s e d  once  m o r e ,  but a l s o  a s u g g e s t i o n  a s  to the  e f f i c ac y  
( r e g a r d i n g  o p e n n e s s )  of q u e s t io n s ,  the  l a t t e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  s u p p o r t e d  
s t r o n g l y  by the  " p i e c e "  e n t i t le d  " Q u e r i e s ,  " a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  g iven  
a t  a  m e e t i n g  of th e  H a r v a r d  P h i l o s o p h y  D e p a r t m e n t  in 1945, 
c o n s i s t i n g  e n t i r e l y  of " s e n t e n c e s "  e n d in g  w ith  q u e s t io n  m a r k s .  In 
t h i s  " p i e c e "  he q u e s t io n s  h is  own p r o c e d u r e  by  a sk in g ,  "W o u ld n ’t 
it be m o r e  n a t u r a l  to  s t a r t  w i th  a  d e f in i t io n  of a T h e o r y  (o r  
P r o p o s i t i o n  o r  S ta te m e n t ) ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s o m e  s o r t  of in d ic a t io n  of  
w h a t  a  T h e o r y  i s ,  and  th en  f r o m  th a t  go on to  d e s c r i b e  o r  de f ine  
a  Q u e r y ? "  (p. 133). (Might  we not  s u b s t i t u t e  " S p e cu la t iv e  
I n s t r u m e n t "  f o r  " Q u e r y "  in t h i s  q u o t e ? ) .  He th e n  r e s p o n d s  to 
h is  q u e r y  with  o t h e r s :  "But  why shou ld  we m a k e  Q u e r i e s  t h u s
p a r a s i t i c  upon T h e o r i e s ?  D o e s n ' t  the  c o n v e r s e  r e a l l y  m a k e  b e t t e r  
s e n s e ? "  (p. 133); f u r t h e r ,  "M ight  it  not be a  m i s t a k e  in s t r a t e g y  
f r o m  the  o u t s e t  to  d e v e lo p  an  I n q u i ry  into Q u e r y i n g  th ro u g h  a n y ­
th ing  but  Q u e r i e s ? "  (p. 134). (What  abou t  th e  m i s t a k e  in s t r a t e g y  
of a s i m i l a r  p r o c e d u r e  w i th  S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s ? ) ;  and s t i l l  
f u r t h e r ,  "H ave  we any  m e a n s  of in q u i r in g ,  w i th  any  hope of  va l id  
r e s u l t s ,  in to  the  q u e s t io n in g  p r o c e s s ?  . . . And what  would v a l id
r e s u l t s  b e ?  O t h e r  q u e r i e s ? "  (pp. 135-136) .  H ave  we r e a c h e d  
t e n t a t i v e  a n s w e r s  o r  a t  l e a s t  c l e a r e r  q u e s t i o n s  about  R i c h a r d s '
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m e th o d  in  S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s  ? Have we d i s c o v e r e d  the  
id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  in  the  " h a r d "  
F o r e w o r d ?  A r e  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r e a l l y  wha t  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  a m o u n t s  t o ?  C a n  a q u e r y  be a s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t ?
F in a l ly ,  m e d i a t i o n  a p p e a r s  a s  a " c o m m o n  p u r p o s e "  in 
R i c h a r d s '  a s s e r t i o n  th a t  th e  " p i e c e s "  in S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s  
a r e  he ld  t o g e t h e r  by " t h e i r  c o m m o n  c o n c e r n  w i th  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  
w i th  the  p o l i t i c s  of the  d iv ided  m in d  and w ith  the  r e s o l u t i o n s  which  
g e n e r a t e  in te l l i g ib i l i ty  and  c o m p r e h e n s i o n "  (p. ix). We n e ed  do no 
m o r e  th a n  t u r n  a t  r a n d o m  to  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  of a n y  of R i c h a r d s '  
p r e v i o u s  books  to  s e e  how " i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  (e.  g. , T h e  M e an in g  of 
M e a n in g ), " the  p o l i t i c s  of th e  d iv id ed  m in d "  ( c o n c i l i a t io n ,  e. g. , 
S c ien c e  and  P o e t r y ), and  " the  r e s o l u t i o n s  which  g e n e r a t e  i n t e l l i ­
g ib i l i ty  and  c o m p r e h e n s i o n "  ( c o m m u n ic a t io n  t h e o r y  and  p r a c t i c e ,  
e. g . , P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m , 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g ,  and  M e n c iu s  on  th e  M i n d ) a r e  s u b s u m e d  
u n d e r  th e  con cep t  of m e d i a t i o n  a s  a p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n  of 
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .
M os t  of th e  " p i e c e s "  in S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  in e f fec t  
m a p s  and  c h a r t s  a lo n g  w i th  s t r a t e g i c a l  p lan s  f o r  g e t t in g  s o m e w h e r e  
o r  a t  l e a s t  f o r  g e t t in g  a s t a r t  t o w a r d  a s o m e w h e r e .  T he  m o s t
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s y m b o l i z e d  by  t h e  w o r d  " t o w a r d "  in th e  t i t l e s  of  the  e s s a y s ;  and  
e v e n  t h o s e  e s s a y s  w h i c h  do  no t  i n c lu d e  th e  w o r d  in th e  t i t l e  a r e  
s u s c e p t i b l e  to  s u b t i t l e s  w h ic h  would  in c lu d e  it.  F o r  e x a m p l e ,
" N o te s  t o w a r d  a n  A g r e e m e n t  B e tw e e n  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and  
S o m e  of  t h e  S c i e n c e s ,  " " T o w a r d  a T h e o r y  of  C o m p r e h e n d i n g ,  " 
" T o w a r d  P r a c t i c e  in I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  " and  " T o w a r d  a  M o r e  Synop t ic  
V i e w "  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n a l l y  v e r b i n g  p r e p o s i t i o n  i t s e l f ,  and  
m a n y  of t h e  o t h e r  e s s a y s  im p ly  i t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  " E m o t i v e  
M e a n in g  A g a in "  i s  p o in te d  t o w a r d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  of and m e d i a t i o n  
b e tw e e n  e m o t iv e  a n d  s y m b o l i c  m e a n i n g ,  " T h e  F u t u r e  of  th e  
H u m a n i t i e s  in G e n e r a l  E d u c a t i o n "  a i m s  a t  s i m i l a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
b e tw e e n  th e  h u m a n i t i e s  a nd  f o r c e s  w h ic h  a r e  a t  w a r  w i th  t h e m  f r o m  
w i th in  an d  w i th o u t ,  and  " T h e  I d e a  of a  U n i v e r s i t y "  o r i e n t s  t o w a r d  
a  m o r e  sy n o p t i c  v i e w ,  u s i n g  t h e  t e r m  and  th e  c o n c e p t  f r o m  P l a t o  
w h ic h  s u g g e s t  t h e  now f a m i l i a r  m i n d - u n i v e r s i t y - s t a t e - w o r l d  a n a l o g y ,  
e s t a b l i s h  the  t i t l e  of th e  c e n t r a l  e s s a y  of S p e c u la t i v e  I n s t r u m e n t s ,  
and  " o r i e n t "  b e yo n d  P l a t o ,  s i n c e  th e  i n e x o r a b l e  t r e n d i n g  i s  t o w a r d  
a  s o m e w h e r e  so  s y n a e s t h e t i c  in i t s  p u r e  u n s e r e n e  t h a t  w e r e  we to  
a r r i v e  t h e r e  we  m i g h t  b e  c u r i o u s l y  a w a r e  o f  h a v in g  a c h i e v e d  a  s t a t e  
of e q u l i b r i u m  an d  h a r m o n y  r e m i n i s c e n t  of  s o m e t h i n g  u p o n  w ic h  a e s ­
t h e t i c s  w a s  o n c e  fo u nd ed .
T he  p r o c e d u r e  in t h e  r e s t  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b e  to  d i s c u s s  
th e  f e a t u r e s  r e l e v a n t  to  t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  a s  t h e y
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a p p e a r  in s e v e r a l  of th e  " p i e c e s "  (I sh a l l  c a l l  t h e m  e s s a y s ) ,  one 
e s s a y  a t  a  t i m e ,  t a k in g  th e m  not in  o r d e r  of a p p e a r a n c e  but in  
o r d e r  of d e g r e e  of c o m p le x i ty ,  s a v in g  un t i l  l a s t  " T o w a r d  a M o re  
Synoptic  V i e w , "  f o r  r e a o n s  w h ich  w i l l  be obv ious .
In " N o tes  t o w a r d  A g r e e m e n t  b e tw ee n  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and 
Some of t h e  S c i e n c e s , " R i c h a r d s  c o n s i d e r s  s e v e r a l  " a p p r o a c h e s "  
to w a rd  su c h  a g r e e m e n t :  "M ay,  m a y , indeed ,  be the  f i r s t  and
th e  l a s t  w o r d  in any  s u c h  a p p r o a c h e s  —if it m a y ! "  (p. 3), d e c l a r e s  
a  o n e - s e n t e n c e  p a r a g r a p h .  T he  poin t  h e r e  i s  th a t  the  c o n d i t ion a l  
a p p e a r s  a s  a  m a j o r  f a c t o r  in  a p p r o p r i a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 
i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p en d e n c e ,  a  point  w h ich  s u p p o r t s  o u r  e a r l i e r  
d i s c o v e r y  th a t  the  f o u r  id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  no t  d i s c r e t e —they  a r e  a l l  m u tu a l ly  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t .  
T h is  s p e c i a l  c a s e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  p r o c e e d s  c o nd i t io n a l ly :  
"Any su c h  a p p r o a c h e s "  r e f e r s  to  any  i n s t r u m e n t a l l y  d ep en d e n t ,  
m e d i a t i n g  e n d e a v o r s ;  and th e  s e n t e n c e ,  by beg in n in g  a n d  e nd ing  with 
th e  w o r d  " m a y ,  " i l l u s t r a t e s  w ha t  it a s s e r t s ,  v iz .  , th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  
of b r a c k e t i n g  each  a s s e r t i o n  w i th  a t  l e a s t  an  u n d e r s to o d  co n d i t io n a l  
in o r d e r  to p r e s e r v e  the  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  ho n e s ty  m e n t io n e d  a t  the  
beg inn ing  of o u r  i n v e s t ig a t io n .  S ince  e x p r e s s i n g  a c o n d i t io n a l  
w ith  each  a s s e r t i o n  would im p e d e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  w e  m u s t  e s c h e w  
such  a n  a w k w a rd  m e th o d  of e x p o s i t io n ,  but  we w i l l  do w e l l  to  r e t a i n
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th e  to n e  of th e  cond i t iona l :
W ith in  su c h  'm a y  . . . m a y '  b r a c k e t s  (which  
a r e  dua l ly  p e r m i s s i v e  and p r o b a b i l i s t )  we m a y  
u s e  what  w il l  look l ike  s t r a i g h t  i n d ic a t iv e s .  . . .
But o u r  'm a y  . . . m a y '  b r a c k e t s  m a y  r e m i n d  
u s  tha t  any m e a n in g  any  w o rd  m a y  have  f lo a t s  
upon a p r i m i t i v e  r a f t  of c o n s e n t s .  It  c a n  m e a n  
w ha t  it m a y  only fo r  t h o s e  who w i l l  l e t  i t  (p. 4).
T h a t  i s  to say  th a t  a u th o r i ty  h a s  i ts  s o u r c e  in a g r e e m e n t ,  not f o r c e .  
H e r e ,  R i c h a r d s  s e e m s  to  be r e c o m m e n d i n g  tha t  o u r  l ang u a g e  b e ­
h a v io r  ought  to  be r u l e d  in  a  way of w h ic h  M enc ius  would a p p ro v e ;  
and  he m a y  be so  doing,  but  the  m a i n  po in t  is  t h a t  in fac t  (by 
c h o ic e ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e  l a t e r )  a t  the  l e v e l  of m e a n in g ,  lang u ag e  
b e h a v i o r  is  r u l e d  by the  a u th o r i ty  of a g r e e m e n t .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  
R i c h a r d s  s t a t e s  in a  v e r y  s i m i l a r  p a s s a g e  in  " T o w a r d  a  T h e o r y  
of C o m p r e h e n d in g "  th a t  " e v e r y th in g  which  s e e m s  to  be s a id  in the  
in d ic a t iv e  f lo a ts  on a r a f t  of o p ta t iv e  in v i t a t io n s  t o  m e a n  in su c h  
w is e .  Any t h e o r y  of m e a n i n g s  w h ich  can  s e r v e  a s  a u th o r i t y  . . . 
i s  c o n c e rn e d  with  the  m u tu a l  t e n s i o n  of w h a t e v e r  c a n  be  put t o ­
g e th e r  to  s e r v e  a s  th a t  r a f t "  (p. 2 0). By " e v e r y t h in g "  R i c h a r d s  
r e f e r s  to  e v e r y th in g  s a id  in t h e  w o rk  in which  the  s e n t e n c e  o c c u r s .  
But it a l s o  a p p l i e s  to " e v e r y th in g  w h ich  s e e m s  to be  s a id  in the  
i n d ic a t i v e "  a n y w h e r e ,  s in c e  a u th o r i t y  in m e a n in g s  is  b a s e d  upon 
a g r e e m e n t .  He is  t a k in g  h is  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  in l an gu a g e  and  th e  way in w h ich  s u c h  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
o p e r a t e s  a s  a  m o d e l  fo r  b e t t e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  in o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t a l l y
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d e p e n d e n t  e n d e a v o r s ,  m o s t  of w h ich  use  l anguage  anyway:  T ha t
i s  to  s a y  t h a t  if a u th o r i t y  in  m e a n in g s  a r i s e s  t h ro u g h  a g r e e m e n t ,  
t h e r e b y  y i e ld in g  a c o m m u n i c a t i v e  e f f icacy  u n a t t a in a b le  o t h e r w i s e ,  
it m ig h t  be  a good id ea  to  t r y  to a c h ie v e  a u th o r i t y  th r o u g h  
a g r e e m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  th ro u g h  s o m e  o t h e r  m e a n s  in a f f a i r s  of th e  
m in d ,  th e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and th e  s t a t e .  And t h i s  is in no way a 
n a t u r a l i s t i c  e th ic .  It is an open ,  c o n d i t io n a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  about  
how we m ig h t  ge t  po in ted  to w a rd  a m o r e  synop t ic  v iew; it i s  a 
p r e d i c t i o n ,  o r ,  b e t t e r ,  a h y p o th e s i s ,  su b j e c t  to  r e p l a c e m e n t  
a n d / o r  r e f i n e m e n t  a f t e r  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n .  If R i c h a r d s '  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of l ang u a g e  r e s e m b l e s  M e n c i u s ’ r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of a p p r o p r i a t e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  r u l e r  and  r u l e d ,  s u c h  r e s e m b l a n c e  is of th e  
m o s t  e x t r e m e  h i s t o r i c a l  and  c u l t u r a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e ;  but  it i s  b e s i d e  
the point  of wha t  R i c h a r d s  is  g e t t in g  a t  in  S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s : 
v iz .  , t h a t  if a m e th o d  w o r k s  a t  one l e v e l ,  we had b e t t e r  t r y  it a t  
h ig h e r  l e v e l s  when a l l  o th e r  m e th o d s  t r i e d  h e r e t o f o r e  have  f a i l ed  
and w hen  th e  v e r y  r e a l  p o s s ib i l i ty  e x i s t s  t h a t  the  w o r ld  s i t u a t i o n  
is  s u c h  th a t  a u th o r i t y  th ro u g h  a g r e e m e n t  is  th e  only a l t e r n a t i v e  
to to ta l  a n n ih i la t io n  o r ,  w o r s e ,  t o t a l  t y r a n n y .
In " L a n g u a g e  and  V a lu e ,  " R i c h a r d s  r e f e r s  to  l an gu a g e  a s  
" o u r  c h ie f  e x e r c i s e r  of C h o i c e " (p. 137). T h i s  is r e l a t e d  to  the
co n d i t io n a l  a s  d i s c u s s e d  ab o v e ,  u s in g  the  " m a y  . . . m a y "  b r a c k e t s
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a s  e x a m p le ,  in t h a t  i t  h e lp s  to  show  f u r t h e r  ju s t  how a g r e e m e n t  in 
la n g u a g e  a r i s e s .  R i c h a r d s  ho lds  th a t  f a c t s  a r e  b a s e d  upon ch o ic e ,  
and  by th a t  he m e a n s  t h a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of w ha t  we c a l l  fac t  a r e  in 
f ac t  c o uch ed  in la n g u a g e ,  w h ic h  c o m m u n i c a t e s ,  when and if it does  
c o m m u n i c a t e ,  by v i r t u e  of the  f ac t  th a t  w e  c h o o se ,  c o n s c io u s ly  o r  
u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  to  a g r e e  upon what  the  w o r d s  in the  l an gu a ge  we u se  
do in f ac t  and  by c h o ic e  m e a n .  H e n ce ,  m a t t e r s  of f ac t ,  when  and if
th ey  a r e  s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  m a t t e r s  of c h o ic e ,  a r e  b a s e d  upon c h o ic e
in the  u s e  of l an g u a g e  fo r  s t a t in g  th e m .  As R i c h a r d s  pu ts  it ,  " to  a 
m u c h  g r e a t e r  e x te n t  t h a n  w e  p r o f e s s  w e  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h ro u g h  o f f e r in g s  
of CHOICES,  not  th ro u g h  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of F A C T "  (p. 139). If
R i c h a r d s '  r e a d e r  r e s p o n d s  to  t h i s  by s a y in g  th a t  th e  v e r y  c o m m e n t  
on  lan g u a g e  m a d e  h e r e  m a y  be c h o ic e  r a t h e r  th an  fac t ,  th e n  he is 
r e s p o n d i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  to a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ;  th e  t r i c k  is 
to  get  h im  to s e e  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of h is  r e s p o n s e .
In h is  d i s c u s s i o n  of a g r e e m e n t  in l anguage  and  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p
to  fac t  and  c h o ic e ,  R i c h a r d s  u s e s  the  r a f t  m e t a p h o r  aga in :
O u r  s t a t e m e n t s  of fac t  t h e m s e l v e s  m u s t  be buoyed
up, if th ey  a r e  to f loa t  a t  a l l ,  on  in v i t a t i o n s  to
c o n s e n t  to  CHOICES of m e a n in g .  T h e  in d ic a t iv e  
( o r  a s s e r t i v e )  i s  a n  a b b r e v i a t i n g  d e v ic e  fo r  c o ­
o r d in a t in g  o u r  C HO ICES and th e  o p ta t iv e  is the  
i n d i s p e n s a b l e  m oo d  (p. 139).
T h i s  i s  not  only to r e i t e r a t e  the  idea  ( f a c t / c h o i c e )  t h a t  a u th o r i ty
in la n g u a g e  m e a n in g s  c o m e s  th ro u g h  a g r e e m e n t  but a l s o  to show once
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a g a in  t h a t  t h o ro u g h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of th e  c o n d i t io n a l  t a k e s  u s  to  a 
c o n c e r n  w ith  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  and w ith  r e f i n e m e n t ;  f o r  
w ha t  R i c h a r d s  h a s  in e f fec t  b e en  do ing  h e r e  i s  t a k in g  th e  d ic tu m  
"Know t h y s e l f "  and ap p ly in g  it to th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
c o n c e p t .  We m u s t  r e a l i z e ,  he s a y s ,  " tha t  th i s  q u e s t io n :  'W hat
a r e  we d o i n g ? '  MOST n e e d s  to  be a s k e d  about  o u r  a t t e m p t s  to  
a n s w e r  i t "  (p. 142). T h is  a m o u n t s  to  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  th a t  we 
c h o o s e  to  e x a m in e  the n a t u r e  of o u r  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  to w a rd  
th e  end of r e f i n e m e n t ,  tha t  we c h o o s e  to r e f in e  th e m  if r e f i n e m e n t  
s e e m s  in o r d e r  (and it sho u ld ,  if th e  sp e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  have  
not  l o s t  t h e i r  o p e n n e s s ,  a n  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of sp e c u la t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  anyway) ,  and th a t  we c h o o s e  th e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  
a m o n g  the  a v a i l a b l e  m e a n s  of r e f i n e m e n t .  We h a v e  h e a r d  a  good 
d e a l  of th i s  and sh a l l  h e a r  m o r e .
" P o e t r y  a s  an I n s t r u m e n t  of R e s e a r c h "  is a n  e s s a y  w h ich  
i n c o r p o r a t e s  the  f i g u r e  of the  i n s t r u m e n t  in i ts  t i t l e  and  w h ic h  w a s  
e l i c i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a r e s p o n s e  to  t h o s e  r e a d e r s  of R i c h a r d s '  
e a r l i e r  w o r k  who though t  he w as  u s in g  " p s e u d o - s t a t e m e n t "  a s  a 
p e j o r a t i v e  t e r m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in S c ien c e  and  P o e t r y . In fac t  and 
by c h o ic e ,  he w a s  s im p ly  show ing  th a t  in the  s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  d i ­
c h o to m y  of lan g u a g e  u s e ,  s e n t e n c e s  w h ich  i n c o r p o r a t e  e m o t iv e  
e l e m e n t s  a r e  n e i t h e r  t r u e  n o r  f a l s e  in the  s e n s e  t h a t  s y m b o l ic
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s e n t e n c e s  a r e .  T h i s  i s  not  to d e m e a n  p o e t r y  in any way but 
r a t h e r  to  poin t  out  th a t  e m o t i v e  u s e  of l an g u a g e  i s  " f lu id "  by c o m ­
p a r i s o n  w ith  the  m o r e  " r i g i d "  s y m b o l i c  u s e  and  th u s  m o r e  r e ­
s o u r c e f u l  fo r  the  im a g in a t io n ;  o r ,  in h is  w o r d s ,  " in  f luid lan g uage  
a g r e a t  m a n y  v e r y  p r e c i s e  m e a n in g s  m a y  be f r e e  to  d i s p o s e  
t h e m s e l v e s  in a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of d i v e r s e  w a y s "  {pp. 148 -149) .  T h is  
r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  of th e  e m o t iv e  u se  of l an gu a ge  g ives  p o e ts  the  
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  in w a y s  which the  s y m b o l ic  
u s e  of l an g ua g e  would  p r e v e n t .
But the  m a i n  point  of i n t e r e s t  of t h i s  e s s a y  i s  th a t  it t a k e s
p o e t r y  and r e s e a r c h ,  two t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a n ta g o n i s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s ,
and show s how th ey  m ig h t  p ro f i t a b ly  i n t e r a c t .  In R i c h a r d s '  w o r d s ,
T o  put two s u c h  l iv e ly  w o r d s  t o g e t h e r  and  
fee l  t h e i r  t e n s i o n s  and  i n t e r a c t i o n s  —in the  
g ho s t ly  s c h e m a s  of t h e  p o s s ib l e  s e t t i n g s  they  
c a n  c o n ju r e  u p —w hile  t r y i n g  m e a n w h i le  to 
find s o m e  w a y  of r e c o r d i n g  th e  d r a m a ,  o r  
a t  l e a s t  of in d ic a t i n g  the  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  and 
r e l a t i o n s  t h e i r  m e a n in g s  a s s u m e :  th i s
is  P o e t r y  a t  w o r k  a s  a n  I n s t r u m e n t  of R e s e a r c h .
T h e r e  i s  no t e c h n iq u e  f o r  it a s  ye t  (p. 151).
T h e r e  i s  no n e ed  to  e l a b o r a t e  h e r e  upon the  r e l e v a n c e  of the  t e r m
" i n s t r u m e n t "  in t h i s  p a s s a g e  o r  of the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t e c h n iq u e -
se e k in g .  He is  a t t e m p t i n g  to  m e d i a t e  b e tw e e n  r i v a l  v iew s  and to
l e t  the n a t u r e  o f  h i s  in v e s t i g a t iv e  e n d e a v o r s  be sh a p e d  by the
n a tu r e  of h is  t a s k ,  o r ,  in o t h e r  w o r d s ,  to  c h o o s e  a m o n g  a v a i l a b l e
i n s t r u m e n t s  th e  o n e  b e s t  s u i t e d  to  do the  d e s i r e d  job.
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S p e c i f ica l ly ,  the  s u g g e s t io n  in  th i s  e s s a y  i s  t h a t  a  poe t ic  
q u e s t io n  m a y  d e m a n d  a poe t ic  a n s w e r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  a poe t ic  
q u e r y  m a y  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  l e a d  to f u r t h e r  q u e r i e s ,  t h e m s e l v e s  poe t ic  
in  n a tu r e ;  and h e r e  R i c h a r d s  m e a n s  th a t  an  e m o t iv e  u s e  of 
l ang u a g e  m a y  upon o c c a s i o n  p r o v id e  a b e t t e r  way of s tu d y in g  e m o t iv e  
l ang u a g e  th an  would a  sy m b o l ic  u s e .  T h is  d o e s  not in d ic a te  th a t  
s tu d i e s  of p o e m s  should  n e c e s s a r i l y  be p o e m s  t h e m s e l v e s  but 
r a t h e r  t h a t  we m ig h t  p r o f i t a b ly  t a k e  up  "a  poe t ic  c o n c e r n  w i th  th e  
i n t e r a c t i o n s  of w o r d s —not to  p r o d u c e  m o r e  p o e m s  but to  induce  a 
h e ig h ten e d  and c l a r i f i e d  s o r t  of o b s e r v a t i o n  of the  p oe t ic  p r o c e s s  
a t  w o r k 1' (p. 152).
T h i s  c o n c e r n  with  c h o o s in g  th e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  a m o n g  
a v a i l a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t s  and w ith  f i t t in g  th e  c h o s e n  i n s t r u m e n t  to  
i t s  t a s k  i s  p a r t  of wha t  we have  c a l l e d  a  m a t t e r  of the  n a t u r e  of 
th e  in v e s t ig a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  a f f e c t in g  the  n a t u r e  of th e  f ind ings  and 
v i c e  v e r s a .  It p o in ts  u s  t o w a r d  w ha t  R i c h a r d s  is  to c a l l  the  
p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  a con ce p t  w h ich  we w i l l  
d i s c u s s  in  m o r e  d e ta i l  w hen  we find R i c h a r d s  u s in g  th e  t e r m .
H e r e ,  we get  a  m u l t i p le  d e f in i t io n  of th e  w o r d  " I n s t r u m e n t " :  "a
to o l ,  an  a g en c y ,  a  m e a n s ,  a s t a g e  in a p r o c e s s ,  a  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  
s o m e th in g  in w h ich  o r  w ith  w h ich  o r  th r o u g h  w h ich  o r  by which  
s o m e  o u tc o m e  m a y  be f o r w a r d e d "  (p. 152). T h i s  is  of c o u r s e
not  an  e x h a u s t iv e  l i s t .  It is  a  s u g g e s t i o n  th a t  a l m o s t  any th in g  can
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be c a l l e d  a n  i n s t r u m e n t ,  e v e n  h i s  m e th o d  h e r e  f o r  c l a s s i f y i n g
i n s t r u m e n t s :  " i n s t r u m e n t s  m ig h t  be d iv ided  into  e n d l e s s  k in d s
and the  m o d e s  s e t  up f o r  t h e s e  d iv id ing s  (the p r i n c i p l e s  of
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n )  co u ld  be highly  v a r i o u s .  But f u r t h e r ,  t h e s e  m o d e s ,
t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h e m s e l v e s  would be i n s t r u m e n t s  and  so  would any
p r o c e d u r e s  we m ig h t  use  fo r  s o r t i n g  o r  o r d e r i n g  t h e m "  (p. 152).
A re  we th e n  to l a m e n t  h a v in g  so m a n y  i n s t r u m e n t s  to  choose
f r o m ?  C e r t a i n l y  not, if we a r e  w i l l in g  s t i l l  to  c o n s i d e r  p o e t r y  a s
a p o s s ib l e  i n s t r u m e n t  of r e s e a r c h ,  for
if so  the  s u p e r - p r o b l e m  i s  to find m e a n s  of 
m a k i n g  the  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  v a r i e t y  of m e a n s  
a v a i la b le :  the  w id e s t  and f r e e s t  c h o ic e  of
i n s t r u m e n t s .  F o r  i n s t r u m e n t s  e n t e r  in to  
th e  w o rk  and sh a p e  no t  only the  s u c c e s s  
a t t a in e d  but  a l s o  th e  end p u r s u e d  (p. 153).
If s u c h  d e p e n d e n c e  a s  th i s  do es  e x i s t ,  th e n  cho ice  of i n s t r u m e n t  is
of c r u c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  in w h ich  c a s e  we n eed  m o r e ,  not  f e w e r
i n s t r u m e n t s  a m o n g  w h ich  to  c h o o se .  And p o e t r y  s e e m s  to o f fe r
m o r e  c h o ic e s  t h a n  o th e r  m o d e s  of lan g u a g e ,  b e c a u s e  it e m p lo y s  a
u s e  of w o r d s  w h ich ,  " b e in g  c l e a r  of p r o s e  e n g a g e m e n t ,  a r e  s t i l l
a s  y e t  f r e e  to e x p e r i m e n t  w i th  one  a n o t h e r  a s  to w h ich  m e a n in g s
th ey  m a y  jo in t ly  s u p p o r t  . . . "  (pp. 153-154) .  P o e t r y ,  th en ,
a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of r e s e a r c h ,  i s  u s e fu l  not only in o f f e r in g  us
w i d e r  c h o ic e s ,  but  a l s o  in " s lo w in g  down o u r  p r o p e n s i ty  to l e a p
b e f o r e  we lo o k —in f inding u s  f r e s h  I n s t r u m e n t s  a l l  th e  way up
210
to w a rd  the  e n d l e s s  a r c h - i n q u i r y :  W hat  a r e  we and w ha t  a r e  we
t r y i n g  t o  b e c o m e ? "  (p. 154). Is  t h e r e  a  b e t t e r  e x a m p le  t h a n  
th i s  of  a  p o e t ic  q u e s t io n  ?
" T o w a r d  a  T h e o r y  of C o m p r e h e n d in g "  i s  an  a t t e m p t  to  m a k e
c l e a r e r  what  R i c h a r d s  w a s  g e t t in g  a t  in M e n c iu s  on th e  M ind ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in i t s  l a s t  c h a p t e r ,  " T o w a r d s  a T e c h n iq u e  fo r
C o m p a r a t i v e  S tu d ie s .  " T h is  is  a  c l e a r  e x a m p le  of a s p e c u la t iv e
i n s t r u m e n t  be ing  r e f i n e d .  It a l s o  is  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  m e d ia t i o n .
T he  focus  h e r e  is  upon c o m p r e h e n d i n g  p e r  s e  m o r e  th a n  upon
c o m p a r a t i v e  s c h o l a r s h i p  fo r  the  v e r y  good r e a s o n ,  w h ich  w a s  a l s o
m e n t io n e d  in M e n c iu s  on th e  Mind, t h a t  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of c o m p a r i n g
m e a n i n g s  b e tw ee n  two l a n g u a g e s  a r e  c o m p o u n d e d  by the  d i f f ic u l t i e s
in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m e a n in g s  w i th in  one  lan g u ag e :
How m a y  we c o m p a r e  wha t  a s e n t e n c e  in E n g l i s h  
m a y  m e a n  w i th  wha t  a s e n t e n c e  in C h in e s e  m a y  
m e a n ?  T h e  only sound  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n s w e r  i s  in 
t e r m s  of two s c h o l a r s h i p s —one in E n g l i s h ,  the  
o t h e r  in  C h in e s e .  But a  s c e p t i c i s m  w h ich  c a n  be 
li b e r a t i n g  r a t h e r  th an  p a r a l y s i n g  m a y  m a k e  us 
doubtfu l  of th e  su f f i c i e n c y  of o u r  t e c h n iq u e s  f o r  
c o m p a r i n g  m e a n in g s  e v e n  w i th in  one  t r a d i t i o n  (p. 20).
R i c h a r d s '  a n s w e r  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  is  p r e d i c t a b l y  tha t  we beg in  by
r e - e x a m i n i n g  o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n s w e r ,  and ,  by d i s c o v e r i n g  m e t h o d s
which  have  b e en  b e f o r e  o u r  e y es  a l l  the  t i m e ,  a r r i v e  a t  a s c h e m a
f o r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of a n  u n t r a d i t i o n a l  a n s w e r ,  o r ,  m o r e
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a c c u r a t e l y ,  a  b e t t e r  w ay  of a s k i n g  the  q u e s t i o n .  M igh t  w e  not 
t a k e  h im  to  be  t r y i n g  to  c o n s t r u c t  a b e t t e r  q u e r y ?
H i s  a r g u m e n t  r u n s  s o m e t h i n g  l ike  t h i s :  If w e  a r e  to
c o m p r e h e n d  c o m p a r i n g ,  th e n  w e  m a y  b e g in  by  t a k i n g  a look  a t
c o m p r e h e n d i n g  i t s e l f .  If w e  f ind  t h a t  c o m p r e h e n d i n g  i s  d o n e  b e s t
by c o m p a r i n g ,  t h e n  a  c a r e f u l  s tu d y  o f  th e  n a t u r e  of c o m p a r i n g  m a y
h e lp  us  g e t  s t a r t e d  t o w a r d  a  t h e o r y  of c o m p r e h e n d i n g .  M o r e
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  R i c h a r d s  s e e s  a  "know t h y s e l f "  d i c t u m  n e c e s s a r i l y
i n h e r e n t  in  a ny  g e n u in e  e f f o r t  to  c o m p r e h e n d ,  a  p r i n c i p l e  of
r e f i n e m e n t  by w h ic h  s u c h  a n  e f f o r t  k e e p s  i t s e l f  go ing .  O f  any
s t r i v i n g  to  c o m p r e h e n d ,  R i c h a r d s  s a y s  t h a t
a f i r s t  c o n d i t io n  of  th e  e n d e a v o u r  i s  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  
of  i t s  i n h e r e n t  w i l f u l n e s s .  It  i s  p u r p o s i v e ;  it 
s e e k s .  If a s k e d  w h a t  it s e e k s ,  i t s  on ly  ju s t  a n s w e r  
sh ou ld  be:  ' I t s e l f .  f It  s e e k s  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  w h a t
c o m p r e h e n d i n g  m a y  be .  W hat  i s  s o u g h t  i s  t h e  
s e a r c h .
Y e t  it  a d v a n c e s  (p. 18).
And it a d v a n c e s  b e c a u s e  of i t s  i n h e r e n t  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d  r e f i n e ­
m e n t :  " T h e  p r o c e s s  of r e f i n i n g  i t s  a s s u m p t i o n s  m u s t  be  j u s t  a s
e n d l e s s  a s  t h e  e n d e a v o u r  i t s e l f "  (p. 18).
R e f i n e m e n t  in the  e n d e a v o r  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  c o m p r e h e n d i n g  
p r o c e e d s ,  a s  in  m o s t  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  by c o m p a r i n g ;  in  t h i s  
c a s e ,  the  e n d e a v o r  c o m p a r e s  i t s  own e x p l o r a t o r y  i n s t r u m e n t s  w i th  
th e  g r o u n d  of e x p l o r a t i o n  and  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r :
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W h a te v e r  i t  c o m p a r e s  is  c o m p a r e d  in  a  r e s p e c t  
o r  in  r e s p e c t s .  T h e s e  r e s p e c t s  a r e  th e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  of th e  e x p lo r a t i o n .  And i t  i s  w i th  t h e m  
a s  w i th  the  i n s t r u m e n t s  of i n v e s t ig a t i o n  in 
p h y s i c s  bu t  m o r e  so:  the  p r o p e r t i e s  of the
i n s t r u m e n t s  e n t e r  into  the  a c c o u n t  of the  
in v e s t ig a t  ion (p. 18).
T h i s  w ay  of t a lk in g  ab o u t  i n s t r u m e n t s  a p p e a r e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  T he
M e an in g  of M e an in g  and h as  been  p r e s e n t  e v e r  s i n c e .  It is
s h o r t l y  to  be c a l l e d  by  R i c h a r d s  th e  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l
d e p e n d e n c e  and w i l l  t h e n  be d i s c u s s e d  a s  p r o m i s e d .  But w e  a r e
no t  th r o u g h  w i th  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of c o m p a r i n g  a s  a  m e a n s  of
r e f i n e m e n t .  R i c h a r d s  c o n t in u es :
T h e r e  is  t h u s  a t  th e  h e a r t  of  a n y  t h e o r y  of 
m e a n in g s  a p r i n c i p l e  of the  i n s t r u m e n t .  T he  
e x p lo r a t i o n  of c o m p r e h e n s i o n  is th e  t a s k  of 
d e v i s in g  a  s y s t e m  of i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  c o m p a r i n g  
m e a n i n g s .  But t h e s e  s y s t e m s ,  t h e s e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  c o m p a r a b l e  (pp. 18-19) .
Although t h i s  a c c o u n t  i s  h igh ly  a b s t r a c t ,  we do not h a v e  f a r  to
s e e k  f o r  c o n c r e t e  s u p p o r t iv e  e x a m p l e s .  One  n e ed  only i n s t a n c e  the
v a r i o u s  e x e r c i s e s  in m u l t ip le  d e f in i t io n  w h ich  have  b een  r e p e a t e d ly
in  e v id e n c e  s i n c e  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of  A e s t h e t i c s , the  s tudy  o f
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  v a lu e s  in P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , and
th e  b io lo g i c a l  ty p e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of the  " p r o t o c o l s "  in P r a c t i c a l
C r i t i c i s m .
T h i s  a c c o u n t  of c o m p a r i n g  h a s  t a k e n  u s  b a ck  to  the  c o n c e p t  
of c h o ic e .  We c o m p a r e  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  the  sa k e  of m a k in g  a
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c h o i c e  a m o n g  t h e m ,  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  b e in g  f i t n e s s  of th e  i n s t r u m e n t  to
do th e  job f o r  w h ic h  it  w a s  d e s i g n e d :
In b r i e f ,  we  m a k e  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  an d  t r y  it  ou t .
O n ly  by t r y i n g  it  ou t  c a n  w e  d i s c o v e r  w ha t  it 
c a n  do  fo r  u s .  L i k e w i s e ,  on ly  s u c h  t r i a l  c a n  
d e v e l o p  o u r  c o m p r e h e n d i n g  of w h a t  i t  i s  w i th  
w h ic h  w e  s e e k  to e x p l o r e  c o m p r e h e n d i n g
(pp. 2 1 -2 2 ) .
T o w a r d  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  end of  s u c h  e x p lo r i n g ,  R i c h a r d s  
p r e s e n t s  a d i a g r a m  of th e  way  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w o r k s ,  a n  e x p a n s i o n  
of t h e  d i a g r a m ,  s h e w i n g  how c o m p a r i s o n  o p e r a t e s  in c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  
an d  t h e n  a d i a g r a m  of s e v e n  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  p r e s e n t  in s u c c e s s ­
ful c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  To r e p r o d u c e  t h e s e  d i a g r a m s  h e r e  w ou ld  b e  
to  d i g r e s s .  F o r  it  i s  no t  o u r  p u r p o s e  to  judge  th e  e f f i c a c y  of 
s u c h  d i a g r a m s  bu t  r a t h e r  to  s e e  how R i c h a r d s  would  h a v e  u s  
p r o c e e d  if w e  d id  u n d e r t a k e  s u c h  judg ing .  F u r t h e r ,  it i s  not  
e v e n  p a r t  of o u r  p u r p o s e  h e r e  to  judge  th e  e f f i c a c y  of th e  s p e c u ­
l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  i t s e l f  but  r a t h e r  to c l e a r  it  up if 
p o s s i b l e .  R i c h a r d s  w a r n s  r e p e a t e d l y  th a t  t h e  i m p l u s e  to d e fe n d  
o r  r e f u t e  n e a r l y  a lw a y s  p r e c e d e s  t h e  i m p u l s e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ;  and  
not on ly  h a s  he v e r i f i e d  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  in P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  
an d  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h i n g , but  a l s o  r e s p o n s e s  to  R i c h a r d s  
h a v e  p r o c l a i m e d  i t .  We would  w ish  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to  r e s i s t  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  any  s u c h  i m p u l s e .  T h e  t r i a n g l e  d i a g r a m  f r o m  T h e  
M e a n in g  of  M e a n in g  a s  w e l l  a s  the  l i s t i n g  o f  v a r i o u s  e x e r c i s e s
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in m u l t i p le  d e f in i t io n  wil l  have  to  su f f ice  a s  e x a m p le s ;  and to  
th e  e x te n t  t h a t  t h e s e  e x a m p le s  m a y  hav e  been  u n c o n s c io u s ly  
de fended  o r  r e f u t e d ,  to t h a t  ex ten t  th is  i n v e s t ig a t io n  is  in m o r e  
d r a s t i c  need  of r e f i n e m e n t  th a n  i ts  c a r e t a k e r  knows.
In " E m o t iv e  M ean ing  Again ,  " a s  in " P o e t r y  a s  a n
I n s t r u m e n t  of R e s e a r c h ,  " R i c h a r d s  s a y s  tha t  he n e v e r  in tended  to
d e m e a n  th e  e m o t iv e  u se  of l an gu a ge  and f u r t h e r  t h a t  in c h o o s in g
i n s t r u m e n t s  su i t ed  to  job s ,  a n  e m o t iv e  u s e  of l an gu a ge  m a y
s o m e t i m e s  be a  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h o ic e  th a n  a s y m b o l ic  u se .
"I am  a s k i n g , "  he s a y s ,
w h e t h e r  any p r o s e  t h e o r y  d e s ig n e d  on t r a d i t i o n a l  
and  c u r r e n t  l i n e s  c a n  be o r  p ro v id e  a  s u i t a b le  
i n s t r u m e n t .  And by s t r e s s i n g  p r o s e  so  I have  
im p l ie d  (by m e a n s  w h ich  would e lu de  a s t r i c t l y  
lo g ic a l  a n a l y s i s )  t h a t  poe t ic  t h e o r y  m ig h t  supp ly  
what  i s  l ack ing .  It would  not  be a p r o s e  acc o u n t  
o f  p o e t r y  so  m u c h  a s  a poe t ic  acco u n t  of p r o s e  . . .
(p. 41).
T h i s  idea  h a s  b e e n  e x a m in e d  above .  The s ig n i f ic a n c e  h e r e  i s  
t h a t  in c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  s p e c u la t i o n  th a t  p o e t r y  m ig h t  be u s e ­
ful a s  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  R i c h a r d s  u s e s  t h e  t e r m  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t "  when  he a s k s  th e  q u e s t io n  "C a n  any 
p r e s e n t - d a y ,  lo g ic o - a n a ly t i c  in q u i ry  g ive  u s  a  u se fu l  p i c t u r e  (an 
e m p lo y a b le  ' s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ' )  f o r  im p r o v in g  o u r  hand l in g  of 
l a n g u a g e ? "  (p. 41). The key q u e s t io n  to  k e e p  in m in d  whi le
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a t t e m p t in g  to  d e v e lo p  such  an  i n s t r u m e n t  h a s  to  do with i ts  
p u r p o s e :  "With  w ha t  do we m o s t  n eed  h e lp  in  o u r  hand l ing
of l a n g u a g e ? "  (p. 45). What  we m o s t  need  h e lp  w i th  is  s o m e ­
th in g  which  h a b i tu a l  n e g le c t  of th i s  k ey  q u e s t io n  h a s  led us  to  
t a k e  fo r  g r a n t e d ,  v iz .  , the  w ay s  in w h ich  w o r d s  i n t e r a c t .  Although 
s o m e  of th e  p r o b l e m s  of " the  i n t e r a c t io n s  of w o r d s "  hav e  b e en  
e x a m in e d  above ,  we n e ed  to  s e e  how R i c h a r d s  r e s t a t e s  th em  h e r e ,  
in o r d e r  th a t  we m a y  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  w ha t  fo l low s .  He s a y s  
th a t  " the  c o n v en t io n s  of w r i t in g ,  by s e p a r a t i n g  w o r d s ,  have  m a d e  
th e m  s e e m  to be  q u a s i - i n d e p e n d e n t  u n i t s  p o s s e s s i n g —we now 
im a g in e  —s e p a r a t e  'm e a n i n g s '  which  a r e  t h e n  m o d if ie d  by t h e i r  
s e t t i n g s .  But in  p r a c t i c e  they  get  t h e i r  'm e a n i n g 1 th ro u g h  the  
s e t t i n g s  they  o c c u r  in"  (p. 45). H e n ce ,  an  e m p lo y a b le  s p e c u la t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  fo r  im p r o v in g  o u r  hand l ing  of l an g ua ge  would  be  one  
which  cou ld  he lp  us  u n d e r s t a n d  th a t  " the  p r o b le m  'how a s e r i e s  
of s y m b o l s  c o m e s  to have  the  p e c u l i a r  type  of unit  a s s o c i a t e d  
w ith  s e n t e n c e s '  i s  s t a n d in g  on  i t s  h ead .  We should  be a s k in g  in s te a d  
how a s e p a r a t e d  s y m b o l  c o m e s  to be t a k e n  a s  having  a m e a n in g  of 
i t s  ow n"  (p. 4 6). T h e  a n s w e r  to  a q u e s t io n  l ike  t h i s  is  not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  a  s t a t e m e n t  but m a y  be a  f u r t h e r  q u e s t io n .  It d o e s  
not  h a v e  to  be s t a t e d  in e i t h e r  s y m b o l i c  o r  e m o t iv e  u s e s  of 
la n g u a g e  e x c lu s iv e ly .  And e f f o r t s  to  f o r c e  su c h  an  a n s w e r  to 
s e r v e  a s t r i c t l y  sy m b o l i c  p u r p o s e  o r ,  on th e  o t h e r  h and ,  a  s t r i c t l y
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e m o t iv e  p u r p o s e ,  have  h i s t o r i c a l l y  g o t te n  us  n o w h e r e .  C o n s e ­
q uen t ly ,  it i s  p r o f i t a b le  to r e a l i z e  th a t  " the  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t  w e  a r e  in q u e s t  of m u s t  su i t  both p u r p o s e s ,  w h ich  b r i n g s  
us b a ck  to  o u r  key  q u e s t i o n s :  F o r  w ha t  do we need  t h i s
i n s t r u m e n t ?  and What s o r t  of  an  i n s t r u m e n t  t h e r e f o r e  sh ou ld  it 
b e ? "  (p. 48).
R i c h a r d s  h o ld s  t h a t  a ny  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n s w e r  to  th e  f i r s t  of 
t h e s e  two q u e s t i o n s  t u r n s  u s  back  to  o u r  q u e s t  fo r  an  i n s t r u m e n t ,  
s i n c e  a  sy m b o l ic  a c c o u n t  of the  two s o r t s  of m e a n in g  " s a c r i f i c e s  
e m o t iv e  m e a n in g  by  e x a m p l e "  (p. 49),  an  e m o t iv e  a cc o u n t  would 
r u n  th e  r i s k  of be in g  m e r e l y  a s e r m o n ,  and a  m i x t u r e  of the  two 
would  com pound  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  C o n se q u e n t ly ,  a n s w e r i n g  the  
s e c o n d  of th e  ab o v e  q u e s t i o n s  f i r s t  m a y  be a  b e t t e r  way  to con t inue  
o u r  q u e s t  f o r  an i n s t r u m e n t .  " T h i s  i n s t r u m e n t , "  R i c h a r d s  a v e r s ,  
" m u s t  be  a b le  to  m e d i a t e ,  it m u s t  have  a  foot in e a c h  bo a t  and  
y e t  be r u n  aw ay  w i th  by n e i t h e r .  And yet  a g a in ,  it m u s t  le a v e  both 
fu n c t ion s  f r e e ,  in th e  s e n s e  th a t  it  is  t h e i r  c r e a t u r e  and h a s  no 
s u p p o r t  o r  a u th o r i t y  which  d o e s  not  d e r i v e  in the  end f r o m  t h e m "
(p. 49). M ed ia t io n .  F r e e d o m  to  d e v e lo p .  A u th o r i ty  b a s e d  upon 
a g r e e m e n t .  M e n c iu s  on the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw ee n  the  w i l l  and th e  
c h ' i .  P l a to  on the  g u a r d i a n s  in th e  R epub l ic .  R i c h a r d s  on  s p e c u ­
la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s .
217
At l a s t  R i c h a r d s  g iv e s  a n a m e  to the  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  
w h ich  m ig h t  c o n ce iv a b ly  be a  good c h o ic e  fo r  p e r f o r m i n g  the  
d e s i r e d  t a s k s :  " T o  d i s t in g u i s h ,  r e l a t e ,  and  m e d i a t e  b e tw ee n  th e
m o d e s  of lang u a g e ,  o r  the  s p e c i e s  of m e a n in g ,  we  n eed  no m o r e  
t h an ,  a nd  no l e s s  than .  P h i lo so p h y "  (p. 50). T h i s  i s  not to s a y  
t h a t  p h i lo so p h y  h as  in fac t  done t h e s e  jobs  but th a t ,  r e d e f i n e d ,  it  
m ig h t  do th em  i f  any th in g  could .
T he  m a i n  r e a s o n  ph i lo so ph y  n e e d s  r e d e f i n in g  is  th a t  is  h a s  
e n c o u r a g e d  d i sp u ta t io n ,  an  a c t iv i ty  which  in R i c h a r d s ’ op in ion  is 
s e l f - d e f e a t in g .  P h i lo so p h y  h a s  e n c o u r a g e d  d i s p u ta t i o n  p r e d i c t a b l y  
and r a t h e r  n a t u r a l l y ,  s in c e  " a r g u m e n t a t i v e  p r o w e s s ,  v e r s a t i l i t y  
in i n t e l l e c t u a l  m a n o e u v r e ,  and  t r e n c h a n c y  in a b s t r a c t  d e b a te  o f f e r  
t e m p t a t i o n s  h a r d  to r e s i s t .  W hence  it c o m e s  th a t  a c a d e m ic  e x e r ­
c i s e s  in ph i lo sop h y  have  r a r e l y  had m o r e  to do with  in q u iry  into 
t r u t h  t h a n  t r a i n i n g  fo r  th e  t o u r n a m e n t  o r  the  p r i z e  r i n g "  (p. 52). 
T he  i r o n y ,  then ,  i s  t h a t  d i s p u ta t io n ,  a n  a c t iv i t y  f o s t e r e d  by p h i lo s ­
ophy (o r  a t  l e a s t ,  r a r e l y  t u r n e d  o u t - o f - d o o r s  by p h i lo sophy) ,  
t h w a r t s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  e n t e r p r i s e .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  d e s i r e d  s p e c u ­
l a t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  ph i lo sophy  r e d e f in e d ,  shou ld  h a v e  no th ing  to  do 
w i th  d i sp u ta t io n .  But ju s t  e x a c t ly  how, o n e  m a y  a s k ,  d o es  d i s ­
p u ta t io n  t h w a r t  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  e n t e r p r i s e ?  R i c h a r d s '  a n s w e r  i s  
th a t
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no v e r b a l  i n s t i tu t io n  h a s  done  m o r e  th a n  
d i s p u ta t io n  to  f r u s t r a t e  m a n ,  to  p r e v e n t  the  
r e f e r e n t i a l  and e m o t iv e  fu n c t ion s  c o m in g  to 
t e r m s ,  and  to  w a r p  th e  conduct  of 
l a n g u a g e —in i ts  h ig h e s t  s e l f - a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  m o s t  of a l l .  F o r  a  v e ry  c l e a r  
r e a s o n .  T he  d i s p u t a n t ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  
c o n t r o l l e d  by i m m e d i a t e  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e s .
He is  c o m m o n ly  too  busy  m a k i n g  h is  po in ts  
to  s e e  wha t  th ey  a r e .  He i s  in the  w o r s t  
p o s s i b l e  con d i t ion  to  o b s e r v e  what  is  tak ing  
p la c e .  And s e e in g  w h a t  is  t a k in g  p l a c e  i s  no 
s m a l l  p a r t  of the  b u s i n e s s  of l e a r n in g  how to 
k e e p  th in g s  in  t h e i r  p l a c e s  {p. 52).
L e a r n i n g  how to k e e p  th in g s  in t h e i r  p l a c e s  is  l a r g e l y  a 
m a t t e r  of e q u i l i b r iu m  and  h a r m o n y .  D i sp u ta t io n  u p s e t s  both by 
c a l l i n g  a t t e n t io n  to  i t s e l f  and a w ay  f r o m  the  i s s u e :  th e  d i s p u ta n t s
b e c o m e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in w inn ing  the  a r g u m e n t  th an  in c l e a r i n g  
up the  i s s u e .  O u r  d e s i r e d  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  p h i lo so p h y  
r e d e f i n e d ,  c a n  he lp  avo id  d i s p u ta t i o n  if it is  f a s h io n e d  to  fit  i t s  
t a s k ,  " k e e p in g  th in g s  in t h e i r  p r o p e r  p l a c e s "  (p. 51): i, e.  ,
t h r o u g h  m e d ia t i o n ,  to  c a l l  o u r  a t t e n t io n  a w ay  f r o m  d i s p u t a t i o n  and 
b ack  to  th e  i s s u e  and  a l s o  to  a id  in k e e p in g  th e  i m p u l s e  to  u n d e r ­
s tand  in f r o n t  of the  i m p u l s e  to  defend  o r  to  r e f u t e .
Although R i c h a r d s '  r e d e f i n i t i o n  of ph i lo so p h y  w a s  done in 
the  c o n te x t  of a d i s c u s s i o n  of e m o t i v e  m e a n in g ,  in  w h ic h  c o n te x t  
i t s  m e d i a t i n g  t a s k  w a s  b e tw e e n  e m o t iv e  and  s y m b o l ic  u s e s  of 
la n g u a g e ,  the  m e d i a t i n g  t a s k s  w h ich  we c a n  l e g i t im a t e ly  a sk  t h i s
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s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  to h e lp  u s  p e r f o r m  a r e  m a n y  and  f a r -
r e a c h i n g .  In " T h e  Id ea  of a U n i v e r s i t y , "  R i c h a r d s  i l l u s t r a t e s
th i s  by ho ld ing  up a s  a m o d e l  c a s e  P l a t o ' s  idea  of w ha t  a
u n i v e r s i t y  shou ld  be and do. P l a t o ' s  s c h e m e  fo r  u n i v e r s i t y
s t u d i e s  in the  R e p u b l i c , s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  i s  so  f a m i l i a r  to u s  th a t
we a r e  l ik e ly  to  o v e r lo o k  i t s  m a i n  point:
T h is  in q u i ry  into 'W hat  is  j u s t i c e ? '  c o m e s  down 
a c tu a l ly  to  a n  inq u iry  into 'W hat  would a ju s t  m a n  
b e ? '  and 'How could we p r o d u c e  h i m ? '  A ju s t
m a n  (or  w o m a n )  is  one  with  a l l  h is  o r  h e r  b i t s
and p a r t s  and  t a l e n t s  and  a b i l i t i e s  in t h e i r  r ig h t  
p l a c e s ,  do ing  t h e i r  own w o r k  and  not  ge t t in g  in 
the  way of one  a n o th e r  (p. 107).
D oes  th i s  not sound  l ike  e q u i l i b r i u m  and h a m o n y ?  We have  e x ­
a m in e d  no book by R i c h a r d s ,  f r o m  T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of 
A e s t h e t i c s  to  S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s ,  which  did not  a t  one  po in t  
o r  a n o th e r  a d v a n c e  s i m i l a r  s u g g e s t i o n s  s e r i o u s l y ,  and  we have  
n e a r l y  a lw a y s  found h i s  books  ( th ink ing  m a c h i n e s ,  a s  h e  would  
have  th e m  c a l le d )  in v e s t i g a t in g  t h e  q u e s t io n  of how b e s t  to 
r e c o n c i l e  c o n f l i c t in g  i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  k in d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  P r i n c i p l e s  
of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  and M e n c iu s  on the  Mind. H e r e ,  we  s e e m  
to be g e t t in g  th e  idea  of s y n a e s t h e s i s  v ia  P l a to  r a t h e r  th an  
M e nc iu s ;  f o r  P l a t o ' s  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  p r o d u c in g  jus t  m e n  i s  to  
give  t h e m  a  c o u r s e  of s tu d y  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  in w h ich  " ' t h e y  w i l l  
tak e  th e  a r t s  a n d  s c i e n c e s  th ey  h a v e  b e en  e d u c a te d  in a t  s c h o o l  
and put t h e m  in to  c o n n ec t io n ,  in a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  sy n op t ic  v iew  of
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t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  one  a n o t h e r  and  w i th  what  t r u ly  i s '
(R e p u b l i c , 537)"  (p. 108).
But R i c h a r d s  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  not so m u c h  in th e  synop t ic  view 
i t s e l f  a s  in the  n a t u r e  of the  e n d e a v o r  t o w a r d  it. T he  e n d e a v o r  
i s  not only  to r e a c h  a s y n o p t i c  v iew ,  but a l s o  "to c r e a t e  the  o r g a n  
of c o m p r e h e n d i n g  w h ich  can  do t h a t "  (p. 110). Synopt ic :  s e e i n g
t o g e t h e r  w i th .  T h e  r i c h n e s s  i s  in the  " w i th "  —s e e in g  to g e t h e r  
w i th  a l t e r n a t e  a n d / o r  o p p o s in g  p o in ts  of v iew and  a l s o  (and m o r e  
im p o r t a n t )  s e e i n g  t o g e t h e r  w ith  the  o r g a n  of  c o m p r e h e n d in g ,  the 
ro u t in e  eye  im p r o v e d  by th e  m e d i a t i n g ,  r e f in in g ,  co n d i t io n a l ,  and  
open  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t .  All  v e r y  high sound ing  and w o n d e r fu l ,  
indeed ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  the  p o s s i b l e  a p p l i c a t io n s  to s c i e n c e ,  the  l i b e r a l  
a r t s ,  w o r ld  p o l i t i c s ,  and m e n t a l  h e a l th .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is  how, 
a f t e r  r e d e f i n in g  ph i lo sop h y ,  we c a n  ge t  p e o p le  to r e c o g n i z e  and  to 
u s e  t h i s  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ;  and th e  r e c o m m e n d e d  so lu t io n  is 
to s t r i v e  t o w a r d  a c h ie v in g  a u th o r i ty  th r o u g h  a g r e e m e n t ,  b a s e d  upon 
th e  m o d e l  of the  way  lan g u a g e  a c h i e v e s  i t s  a u th o r i t y ,  a s  o u t l in e d  
above .  If we shou ld  so  so lv e  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,
We would h av e  a u t h o r i t y : a n  a u th o r i ty
which  would have  beh ind  it a l l  t h a t  m a n  knows 
in  a l l  h i s  m o d e s  of knowing and  a l l  th a t  he would 
w i l l  to  b e c o m e  th r o u g h  a l l  h is  q u e s t s  fo r  be ing .
It would  be an  a u th o r i t y  w h ich  cou ld  whol ly  be  
r e s p e c t e d  and  a c c e p t e d ,  b e c a u s e  it would  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  whole  m a n ,  not  a ny  p a r ty  o r  p r e s s u r e  g ro u p  
a m o n g  h is  i n t e r e s t s .  All  a u t h o r i t y  d e r i v e s  f r o m
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th e  c o n s e n t  of t h o s e  who ack n o w le d g e  it. (Any 
o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  r e s t s  on c o e r c i o n  m e r e l y ,  
not  a u th o r i ty .  T he  f e a r s  a r e  a f a c t io n  only  in  o u r  
m in d s .  ) The  a u th o r i t y  w h ich  P l a t o ' s  synopt ic  
v iew  would t r y  to g ive  u s  cou ld  ga in  o u r  
c o m p le t e  c o n se n t ,  cou ld  be w ho l ly  p e r s u a s i v e ,  
b e c a u s e  it would  unify  u s  (p. 112),
O n c e  a g a in  we e n c o u n te r  th e  m i n d - w o r l d  an a lo g y ,  th e  c o n s i s t e n t  
u s e  of th e  key  w o r d  " i n t e r e s t s ,  " t h e  u s e  of " g o v e r n m e n t "  a s  a 
g u id ing  m e t a p h o r ,  and t h e  c o n ce p t  o f  t h e  ben ign  r u l e r  (as  in 
M e n c iu s  on the  Mind). Cou ld  it be  th a t  t h e  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  c o n ce p t  h a s  g row n  l ike  a b io lo g ic a l  o r g a n i s m ,  t h a t  now th a t  
it h a s  r e a c h e d  i t s  ful l g r o w th  we c a n  s e e  i ts  p r e s e n t  f o r m  im p l i c i t  
in  th e  g e n e s ,  a s  it w e r e ,  of  T he  F o u n d a t io n s  of A e s t h e t i c s and  
T h e  M e an in g  of  M ean ing  ?
" T o w a r d  a M o re  Synoptic  V iew" is th e  n a m e  o f  the  e s s a y  
fo l low ing  " T h e  Idea  o f  a  U n i v e r s i t y "  a s  w e l l  a s  the  n a m e  of th e  
d i r e c t i o n  in w h ich  ph i lo so p hy  a s  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  shou ld  
t a k e  u s ,  e s p e c i a l ly  in i t s  m e d i a t i n g  r o l e :  "i t a k e  P h i lo so p h y ,  "
s a y s  R i c h a r d s ,  "to be m o s t  u se fu l ly  the  o v e r a l l  n a m e  n o w a d ay s  of 
th e  d ip lo m a t i c  s e r v i c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  s t u d i e s "  (p. 113). T h i s  is 
th e  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  he d e r i v e d  in " E m o t i v e  M eaning  A ga in ,  " 
and  once  m o r e  the  p r i n c i p l e  a r i s e s  of the  n a tu r e  of the  i n v e s ­
t ig a t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  a f fe c t in g  t h e  n a t u r e  of th e  f ind ings  and v i c e
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v e r s a ,  a  p r i n c i p l e  w h ich  w e  have  c o n s i d e r e d  b a s i c  to  th e  s p e c u ­
la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  co n cep t  and w h ich  R i c h a r d s  f ina l ly  a t t a c h e s  a 
n a m e  to ,  h e r e .  He c a l l s  it  the  p r i n c i p l e  of " i n s t r u m e n t a l  
D e p e n d e n c e "  (p. 115), and he r e s t a t e s  th e  p r i n c i p l e  by a s s e r t i n g
th a t  " th e  v e r y  i n s t r u m e n t s  we u s e  if we t r y  to  s a y  any th in g  w h ich  
is  not  t r i v i a l  a bou t  la n g u a g e  em body  in t h e m s e l v e s  the  v e r y  
p r o b l e m s  we hope to u se  th e m  to  e x p l o r e "  (p. 114). T h i s  is  not  
new, a n d  at  th i s  point  it i s  f a m i l i a r  enough no t  to r e q u i r e  p a r a ­
p h r a s e  o r  e x p an s io n .  T he  m a i n  point  he  i s  m a k in g  h e r e  is  t h a t  
su c h  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e  is not  p e c u l i a r  to l an g u a g e  o r  to 
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  but i s  p r e s e n t  in any in v e s t ig a t iv e  
ac t iv i ty .  T o  i l l u s t r a t e  th i s  he q u o te s  J. R. O p p e n h e i m e r ' s  p a r a ­
p h r a s e  of B o h r ' s  p r in c ip le  of c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y  f r o m  Sc ien t i f ic  
A m e r i c a n ,  S e p t e m b e r  1950, p. 22:
" T h e  b a s i c  f inding w a s  th a t  in th e  a to m i c  w o r ld  
it i s  not p o s s ib l e  to  d e s c r i b e  the  a to m i c  s y s t e m  u n d e r  
in v e s t i g a t io n  in a b s t r a c t i o n  f r o m  th e  a p p a r a t u s  u s e d  
fo r  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by a s in g le ,  un ique  o b je c t iv e  m o d e l .  
R a th e r ,  a  v a r i e t y  of m o d e l s ,  e a c h  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  a 
p o s s ib l e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  and  a l l  r e q u i r e d  fo r  
a  c o m p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of p o s s ib l e  p h y s i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
s t a n d  in a  c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y  r e l a t i o n  to  one  a n o t h e r ,  in 
th a t  the  a c t u a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  of any one m o d e l  e x c lu d e s  th e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of o t h e r s ,  ye t  e a c h  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  of  the  
c o m p le t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of e x p e r i e n c e  in th e  a to m ic  w o r ld .
It i s  . . . not  ye t  fu l ly  c l e a r  how c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  
o r  how f r e q u e n t ly  we s h a l l  m e e t  i n s t a n c e s  . . .  in  
o t h e r  f i e ld s ,  abo v e  a l l  in th e  s tudy  of b io lo g ic a l ,  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and c u l t u r a l  p r o b l e m s "  (pp. 114-115) .
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T he s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw een  th i s  quo te  and  wha t  R i c h a r d s  h a s  
b e e n  s a y in g  a l l  a lo n g  a r e  r e m a r k a b l e .  T h e  d i s c o v e r y  th a t  " in  
th e  a to m i c  w o r ld  it  is  not p o s s ib l e  to d e s c r i b e  the  a to m ic  s y s t e m  
u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t io n  in a b s t r a c t i o n  f r o m  the  a p p a r a t u s  u s e d  fo r  the  
i n v e s t ig a t i o n "  l e n d s  e m p i r i c a l  s u p p o r t  to what  R i c h a r d s  h a s  b e en  
i n s i s t i n g  f ro m  th e  o u t s e t  of h is  p u b l i sh in g  c a r e e r ,  and  the  
s p e c u l a t i o n  th a t  s i m i l a r  p h e n o m e n a  m a y  a r i s e  in o t h e r  f i e ld s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  " in  the  s tu d y  of  b io lo g ic a l ,  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  c u l t u r a l  
p r o b l e m s "  sho w s  th a t  R i c h a r d s  i s  not a lo n e  in  h is  c o n c e r n  w i th  
in t e r d e p e n d e n c e  b e tw ee n  w ha t  is be in g  in v e s t i g a t e d  and the  
i n s t r u m e n t s  of in v e s t i g a t io n  in l an g u a g e  s tudy  a s  w e l l  a s  p h y s i c s .
The  p r i n c i p l e  of c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y ,  o r ,  a s  R i c h a r d s  c a l l s  it ,  
the  p r i n c i p l e  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  in the 
s tudy  of p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and c u l t u r a l  p r o b l e m s  th an  in p h y s i c s  
b e c a u s e  the  f o r m e r ,  be ing  m o r e  c o m p le x ,  r e q u i r e  m o r e  c o m p le x  
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  H e n ce ,  R i c h a r d s  s e t s  up a s c a l e  of 
sp e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  f r o m  r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p le  to r e l a t i v e l y  
c o m p le x ,  to c o r r e s p o n d  w ith  a  s i m i l a r l y  a r r a n g e d  s c a l e  of  s t u d ie s :  
" M a t h e m a t i c s ,  P h y s i c s ,  C h e m i s t r y ,  Biology,  Soc io logy ,
P sy c h o lo g y ,  A n th ropo logy ,  P o e t i c s ,  D i a l e c t i c "  (p. 115). He d o e s  
not  m e a n  th a t  m a t h e m a t i c s  i s  not  c o m p le x  but  tha t  t h e  o t h e r  
s t u d i e s  a r e  m o r e  c o m p le x  th a n  it i s ,  s i n c e  th e y  d e m a n d  m o r e  of  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  m e n t a l  f a c u l t i e s .  As R i c h a r d s  p u t s  it ,  "T h e
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h i g h e r  up you go on  th e  s c a l e  of c o m p le x i ty ,  th e  MORE of the  
m in d  you b r in g  in a s  a p p a r a t u s  o r  i n s t r u m e n t  of the  i n q u i r y  
(p. 115).
A f t e r  s e t t i n g  up th e  s c a l e  of s t u d i e s  and  a s s e r t i n g  th a t  e ac h  
of th em  h a s  i ts  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  u se  o f  l an g ua g e  (e m p lo y a b le  s p e c u ­
la t ive  i n s t r u m e n t ) ,  R i c h a r d s  r e t u r n s  to  a c o n c e r n  w ith  m e d i a t i o n  
and  with  ph i lo so p h y  a s  m e d i a t o r .  H av ing  p l a c e d  p o e t i c s  nex t  to  
th e  top  and  d i a l e c t i c  at the  top,  he e x p la in s  t h a t  d i a l e c t i c  in his 
s c h e m e  is  " c o n c e r n e d  w ith  the  r e l a t i o n s  of P o e t i c s  w i th  a l l  th e  o t h e r  
s tu d ie s  and w i th  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  to  one  a n o th e r .  D i a l e c t i c s  would  
t h u s  be th e  s u p r e m e  s tu d y ,  w i th  P h i lo s o p h y  a s  i ts  D ip lo m a t ic  
Agent"  (p. 115). H e r e  we r e c o g n i z e  ph i lo so p h y  in i t s  r e d e f i n e d
s t a t u s  a s  the  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t .  T he  p r i n c i p l e  
of i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e n ,  is  d e r i v e d  f ro m  th e  o b s e r v a t i o n  
w h ich  R i c h a r d s  began  with  and  s t i l l  ho lds  to ,  v iz .  , t h a t  " t h e r e  is  
no s tudy  w h ic h  is  not a l an gu a ge  s tu d y ,  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  the  s p e c u ­
la t ive  i n s t r u m e n t s  it e m p l o y s "  (p. 116).
A m o r e  synop t ic  v iew ,  then ,  i s  w h a t  p h i lo so p h y  a s  a  s p e c ­
u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  c a n  po in t  u s  t o w a r d .  The  snyop t ic  v iew i t s e l f  
m a y  be a s  u n a t t a in a b le  a s  P l a t o ' s  w o r ld  of being;  bu t ,  ju s t  a s  
P l a to  t a lk e d  of a d v a n c in g  to w a r d  a  b e t t e r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  of wha t  
s u c h  a c o n c e p tu a l  w o r ld  m a y  be l ike  by d e c id in g ,  th r o u g h  d i a l e c t i c ,  
how to judge b e tw e e n  r e l a t i v e l y  good and r e l a t i v e l y  p o o r  im i t a t i o n s
of th a t  w o r ld ,  R i c h a r d s  s u g g e s t s  th a t  a s  we s t r i v e  t o w a r d  a 
goa l ,  a  c o m p a s s  m ig h t  be  a b e t t e r  n a v ig a t io n a l  i n s t r u m e n t  t h a n  
an  a n c h o r  o r  a b ludgeon ,  t h a t  a b i l i ty  to  judge b e tw e e n  r e l a t i v e l y  
good and  r e l a t i v e l y  po o r  c o m p a s s e s  i s  d e s i r a b l e ,  and th a t  a b i l i ty  
a nd  w i l l i n g n e s s  to  i m p r o v e  c o m p a s s e s  and  ev en  to  r e p l a c e  t h e m  
w ith  b e t t e r  n a v ig a t io n a l  d e v i c e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  if not  su f f ic ie n t ,  
a t t r i b u t e s  fo r  the  s t r i v e r  to  p o s s e s s .
C H A P T E R  V 
CONCLUSION: TH E USES O F  BECOMING
We h a v e  s e e n  the c o n ce p t  of s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  g row  
f r o m  a n  im p l i c i t  u n d e r ly in g  e p i s t e m o l o g y  in T h e  F o u n d a t io n s  of 
A e s t h e t i c s  and the  o t h e r  books  e x a m in e d  in C h a p t e r s  I and  II, 
ab o ve ,  th r o u g h  e x p l i c i t  u s e  a s  a t e r m  in C o l e r i d g e  on Im a g in a t io n ,  
to  a t h o ro u g h ly  d e v e lo p e d  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  in the  
book w h ic h  h a s  a s  i t s  t i t l e  th e  n a m e  of th e  c o n ce p t .  T o  a t t r i b u t e  
to  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  th e  fo u r  id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
and  f ive  e v a lu a t iv e  c r i t e r i a  u s e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t i o n  
i s  s o m e w h a t  r i s k y  b e c a u s e  (1) R i c h a r d s  h i m s e l f  d o e s  not  do so  
e x p l i c i t ly ,  (2) o p e n n e s s  m a y  a p p e a r  to  be  l o s t ,  and (3) d i s p u ta t io n  
m a y  be inv i ted .  T h e s e  r i s k s  have  b e e n  ta k e n  in th e  hope  t h a t  do ing  
so  m a y  h e lp  c l e a r  up  a  b a s i c  and n e g le c t e d  a s p e c t  of R i c h a r d s '  
w o rk .
The  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and the  e v a lu a t iv e  c r i t e r i a  of 
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w e r e  f o r m u l a t e d  on th e  b a s i s  of a n a l y s e s  of  
m a n y  e x a m p l e s  of b oo k s ,  t h e o r i e s ,  and d e v i c e s  which R i c h a r d s  c a l l s  
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  inc lud in g  a n  e x a m in a t io n  of R i c h a r d s '  
h i e r a r c h y  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  a n  a n a lo g o u s  
h i e r a r c h y  of s p e c u l a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .
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R i c h a r d s ,  d i r e c t l y  and  i n d i r e c t l y ,  h a s  c a l le d  s e v e r a l  of his  
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w h e t s t o n e s ,  m i r r o r s ,  c o m p a s s e s ,  th ink ing  
m a c h i n e s ,  e t c , ; a nd  I have  c a l l e d  t h e s e  f i g u r a t iv e  n a m e s  q u a s i ­
m e t a p h o r s ,  To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  of s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  
m o r e  ful ly ,  we m a y  find it he lp fu l  to  r e g a r d  " s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  a l s o  a s  a q u a s i - m e t a p h o r .  F o r  R i c h a r d s ,  a s p e c u ­
la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  is  not a  s t a t i c  o r  even  a s t a b le  th in g ,  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of th e  f lu id i ty  e n g e n d e r e d  and  kep t  a l iv e  by i t s  o p e n n e s s .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  n o th in g  is  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  a p a r t  f r o m  i ts  
u s e ,  and  t h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  m a k e s  it  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  u s  to  inc lu d e  
th e  a t t i tu d e  of the  u s e r  of a  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  a s  p a r t  of i t s  
m e a n in g  and  e f f i c ac y .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  if we should  look f o r  a  s e t  
of  id en t i fy in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h ich  a  th in g  m u s t  h a v e  to  qua l i fy  
a s  a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  and  f u r t h e r  to  s e e  wha t  th e  c o m m o n  
d e n o m i n a t o r  is f o r  a l l  the  th in g s  w h ich  hav e  been  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  we would  v e r y  l ik e ly  be doo m ed  to  f a i l u r e .  
Such a n  a t t e m p t  would a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c l o s e  and r ig id i f y  the  co n ce p t  
of s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  fo r  the  p e r s o n  m a k in g  th e  a t t e m p t  and 
would t h e r e b y  lead  to m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o n  h is  p a r t .  Why not
c a r r y  out  the  id ea  of i n t e r in a n i m a t io n  c o n s i s t e n t l y ?  A nyth ing  which  
h as  the  fo u r  iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  
i s  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  w i th  i t s  u s e r :  We need  to go beyond  c h o ic e  of
a s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of th e  a t t i tu d e  o f  th e  u s e r
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of a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  o n c e  he h a s  c h o s e n  one.  Such 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  im p l ie d  by a l l  f o u r  of the  iden t i fy ing  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  How, fo r  e x a m p le ,  c an  any th ing  be and  r e m a i n  
i n s t r u m e n t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t ,  r e f i n a b le ,  open  and  c o n d i t io n a l  a p a r t  
f r o m  th e  a t t i tu d e  of i ts  u s e r ?  P e r h a p s  we can  u n d e r s t a n d  
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  b e t t e r  by r e m e m b e r i n g  th a t  it  i s  a  kind 
of th in g  which i s  a c t iv e .  To he lp  u s  r e m e m b e r  t h i s ,  1 su g g e s t  
th a t  we th ink  o f  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  a s  a " t h in g - a c t iv i ty .  "
("An a c t iv e  t h in g "  m ig h t  do, but I doubt  it, s i n c e  t h i s  d e s ig n a t io n  
could s u g g e s t  t h a t  a l l  th e  a c t iv i ty  i s  on  the  p a r t  of  th e  th in g ,  and 
o n c e  a g a in  the  u s e r  would  be le f t  out) .  " S p e cu la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  
i s  i t s e l f  a  q u a s i - m e t a p h o r  in the  s a m e  s e n s e  t h a t  the  o t h e r s  a r e .
It i s  the  n a m e  of a c l a s s  o r  s e t  of c l a s s e s  of th in g s .  It a l s o  
im p l i e s  and e n c o u r a g e s  an a t t i tu d e ,  a  f r a m e  of m in d ,  a n  outlook.
It i s  a  t h e o r y  of know ledge  which  is  not  s t a t i c :  It p o in ts  and
p r o p e l s ,  s i n c e  i t  y e t  c o n c e r n s  i t s e l f  with  e q u i l i b r iu m  and h a r m o n y  
and with  t h e  w i l l  and  the  c h ’i. T h u s ,  a c o n c e r n  w ith  w ha t  the  
th in g s  w h ich  qua l i fy  a s  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  have  in c o m m o n  is  
a l s o  a c o n c e r n  w ith  w h a t  th e  e n g e n d e r e d  a c t i v i t i e s  h av e  in u n ­
c o m m o n .  A l though  the  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  i s  not  
s o m e th i n g  new,  it is  u n c o m m o n ,  a s  w i t n e s s e d  by R i c h a r d s 1 own 
laco n ic  s ty le  when  d e a l in g  w ith  it .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  
to  be u s e d ,  and s p e c u la t i o n  is  an  a c t iv i ty ;  and  the  g e ru n d iv e
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i n s i s t e n c e  of " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  c a r r i e s  the  day: It is  not
ju s t  the  i n h e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a  th in g  which  m a k e  it a  s p e c ­
u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t .  In th e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  b e tw ee n  s p e c u la t iv e  
i n s t r u m e n t  and  f r a m e r ,  c h o o s e r ,  a n d / o r  u s e r ,  the  fou r  iden t i fy ing  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  a s  m u c h  in v e s te d  a s  th ey  a r e  in h e r e n t .
C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  " t h u s  u n d e r s t o o d ,  i s  
and  do es  a lot of  th in g s :  As  a q u a s i - m e t a p h o r ,  i t  i s  the  n a m e  fo r
a t h in g - a c t i v i t y  which  is  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  fo r  i m p r o v e m e n t  of 
e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  and  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  e f f icacy .  T a k e n  a s  such  a 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  it i s  not e x a c t ly  a  t h e o r y  of know ledge  so  m u c h  
a s  it is  w ha t  we m ig h t  c a l l  " m e t a - e p i s t e m o l o g y .  " I t s  iden t i fy ing  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  r e f i n e m e n t ,  o p e n n e s s ,  
and the  e x p r e s s e d  o r  a t  l e a s t  s u p p r e s s e d  c o n d i t io n a l .  And th is  
s e t  of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  is  o f f e r e d  c o n d i t io n a l ly  and open ly ,  is 
i n s t r u m e n t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t ,  and r e q u i r e s  r e f in in g .  H en ce ,  any  e n t i ty  
wh ich  i s  t h i s  k ind of t h in g - a c t i v i t y  ( p r i m e  e x a m p le :  P h i lo so p h y ,
a s  R i c h a r d s  r e d e f i n e s  it) m a y  be  a s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  
d e p en d in g  upon th e  a t t i tu d e  of i ts  u s e r .  It m a y  be  judged a s  b e t t e r  
o r  w o r s e  on the  b a s i s  of w ha t  i t s  t a s k  i s ,  w h a t  p l a c e  i ts  t a s k  h a s  
in the  h i e r a r c h y  of t a s k s ,  w h e t h e r  it i s  i r r e p l a c e a b l e ,  how w e l l  
it d o e s  i ts  t a s k ,  and w h e th e r  a n o th e r  i n s t r u m e n t  w i l l  do th e  job.
With  th is  p a r t i c u l a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s  c o n ce p t ,  I have  u s e d  the  t e r m  " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  to
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d e n o te  such  th in g s  a s  b o o k s ,  e s s a y s ,  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  t h e o r i e s ,  
d e f in i t io n s ,  the  con cep t  of s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  i t s e l f ,  the  
s y m b o l i c - e m o t i v e  d ich o to m y ,  the  C o l l i n g w o o d - C r o c e  e x p r e s s i o n  
t h e o r y  of a r t ,  th e  s e c o n d  law of t h e r m o d y n a m i c s ,  m y  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  
e a c h  h u m a n  be ing ,  s c i e n c e ,  p o e t r y ,  the  s y n a e s t h e t i c  m a n ,  
m u l t i p le  de f in i t ion ,  and f ic t io n s .  I do not m e a n  th a t  a l l  t h e s e  
th in g s  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  s p e c u la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t s  any m o r e  than  
R i c h a r d s  m e a n s  th a t  a l l  books  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  m a c h i n e s  to th in k  
with .  I m e a n  r a t h e r  tha t  any th in g  which  d i s p l a y s  the  fou r  
iden t i fy ing  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  can be  u s e d  a s  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  
and  can  be c o m p a r e d  w i th  o th e r  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  on the  
b a s i s  of th e  five e v a lu a t iv e  c r i t e r i a .
It i s  not m y  in ten t io n  to  m a k e  it a p p e a r  tha t  " s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s "  is a l l  t h a t  R i c h a r d s  h a s  been  c o n c e r n e d  with.  He has  
indeed  b e e n  a c t iv e  at  m a n y  th in g s  b e s i d e s  d e v i s in g  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  and t a lk in g  abou t  th e m .  He h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a whole  
s e r i e s  of " l a n g u a g e  th ro u g h  p i c t u r e s "  b ooks ,  * he h a s  done a g r e a t  
d e a l  of w o rk  w i th  Bas ic  E n g l i s h ,  and  he h a s  b e en  v e r y  a c t iv e  a s  a 
p r a c t i c i n g  poet.  A l though m y  gu id ing  i n t e r e s t  h a s  b e e n  that  of
*Cf. B ib l io g ra p h y ,  below.
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sho w in g  th e  r e l e v a n c e  of " s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s "  to  R i c h a r d s '  
w o r k  in l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  and c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  s tu d i e s ,  a  
d i f f e r e n t  o r  m o r e  a m b i t io u s  t r e a t i s e  could  show i ts  r e l e v a n c e  to 
R i c h a r d s '  w o rk  in B as ic  E n g l i s h ,  la n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g ,  and  p o e t ry .
R i c h a r d s ' t w o  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  books  show tha t  he is  
s t i l l  v e r y  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c on cep t  
and th a t  a l th o u g h  he  h a s  not g iven  t h i s  c o n ce p t  f u r t h e r  e x p l i c a t io n  
s in c e  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  of S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s , he n e v e r t h e l e s s  
s t i l l  e m p lo y s  it a s  a gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e  no m a t t e r  what  he i s  ta lk in g  
abou t .
F i r s t  of a l l ,  So Much N e a r e r ^ (1967) in c lu d es  in i ts  su b t i t l e ,  
E s s a y s  T o w a r d  a W o r ld  E n g l i s h , th e  p r e p o s i t i o n  to  which  we have  
d evo ted  so  m u ch  a t t e n t io n ,  and it is  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  m a k in g  a 
p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n  of B a s i c  E n g l i s h  a long  l in e s  s u g g e s t e d  in 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h in g .  So Much N e a r e r  is  a c o l l e c t io n  of 
e s s a y s  which  have  a s  t h e i r  c o m m o n  t h e m e  "w ha t  m a n  c o l l e c t iv e ly  
co u ld  be do ing  f o r  h i m s e l f  and wha t  in th i s  he  should  be doing 
f i r s t "  (p. v i i ) ;  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n  is ,  p r e d i c t a b l y ,  " to w a rd  c o n s t r u c t i o n "  
(p. v i i )  of s u g g e s t i o n s  abou t  how m a n  m ig h t  p r o c e e d  t o w a rd  
a c h i e v e m e n t  of th e  s t a t e d  w h a t ' s .  The  c e n t r a l  q u e s t io n  of
2 I. A. R i c h a r d s ,  So Much N e a r e r : E s s a y s  T o w a rd  a W o r ld
E n g l i s h  (New Y o rk :  H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e  and W orld ,  I n c . ,  1967).
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So M u c h  N e a r e r  i s  "How c a n  u t t e r a n c e  d e fe n d  i t s e l f  f r o m  m i s ­
c o n c e p t i o n ? "  (p. v i i i ) .  W hat  t h e n  i s  new ,  if c o m m o n  t h e m e ,  
d i r e c t i o n ,  and  c e n t r a l  q u e s t i o n  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  s a m e  a s  w h a t  
t h ey  hav e  b e e n ,  m o r e  a nd  m o r e  o v e r t l y ,  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  th in k in g  
m a c h i n e s  we h a v e  e x a m i n e d  ? How f a r  a r e  w e  f r o m  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c i s m  a f t e r  a l l ?  "So M uch N e a r e r "  m u s t  be  t a k e n  in m o r e  
t h a n  o n e  s e n s e :  It i s  a n  e x a m p l e  of  a p o s i o p e s i s  the  f u l f i l l m e n t  of
w h ic h  d e p e n d s  upon  how m a n k i n d  a n s w e r s  t h e  c e n t r a l  q u e s t i o n  
r a i s e d ,  a  q u e s t i o n  e x p l o r e d  in th e  e s s a y  e n t i t l e d  " T h e  F u t u r e  of 
P o e t r y ,  " T h i s  e s s a y  t i t l e  p r o v i d e s  a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  of  t h e  s a m e  
a p o s i o p e s i s ,  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  to be  f i l l e d  out  in  t h e  s u p r e m e l y  
c o n f id e n t  to n e  of  M a t th e w  A r n o l d ' s  p a s s a g e  to  w h ic h  it a l l u d e s .
H a s  R i c h a r d s  r e a l l y  l e f t  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  o r  h a s  h e  r a t h e r  ju s t  
b r o a d e n e d  h i s  s c o p e ?  In " T h e  F u t u r e  of  P o e t r y "  R i c h a r d s  s a y s ,
0
" T h e  c o l l o c a t io n  h e r e  of i n t e r p l a n e t a r y  and  o t h e r  gu l fs  
c o m e s  f r o m  R o b e r t  F r o s t ,  who g iv e s  m e  m y  e p i g r a p h  and  
t i t l e .
T h e y  c an n o t  s c a r e  m e  w i th  t h e i r  e m p t y  s p a c e s
B e tw e e n  s t a r s —on  s t a r s ,  w h e r e  no  h u m a n  r a c e  i s .
1 h a v e  it  in  m e  so  m u c h  n e a r e r  h o m e
To s c a r e  m y s e l f  w i th  m y  own d e s e r t  p l a c e s .  "
(p. v i i i ) .
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"Som ehow  I have  fo r  the  l a s t  few d e c a d e s  b e e n  . . . out  of 
P o e t i c s  and  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m .  But, you know, it is  the 
s a m e  e v e r y w h e r e "  (p. 178). It i s ?  S y n a e s t h e s i s ,  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  
e f f i c a c y ,  p e a c e ?  If so ,  a r e  we to  m a k e  m u c h  m o r e  of R i c h a r d s '  
sh i f t  " F r o m  C r i t i c i s m  to  C r e a t i o n "  ( the n a m e  of the  f i r s t  e s s a y  in 
So Much N e a r e r )  th an  we did  of h is  sh i f t  of tone  f r o m  th a t  of 
P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  to  t h a t  of T he  P h i lo so p h y  of 
R h e to r i c  ?
A look a t  " F r o m  C r i t i c i s m  to  C r e a t i o n "  m ay  be helpful  
h e r e .  Speaking  of P l a t o ' s  c o m p a r i s o n  of th e  ind iv idua l  to the  
s t a t e ,  R i c h a r d s  s a y s  th a t  " s u c h  c o m p a r i s o n s  can  b e —to u s e  
C o l e r i d g e ' s  p h r a s e  —'s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s '  of e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
s u g g e s t i v e n e s s "  (p. 3) but t h a t  " they  w i l l  n e v e r  get to  the  r e a l  
t r u t h  v ia  t h i s  p a r a b l e  but w i l l  have  to  t ak e  a lo n g e r  and  h a r d e r  
way  r o u n d —by a l a b o r  in d i a l e c t i c  which  s o m e  would s a y  has  
b a r e l y  yet  b eg u n"  (p. 3). F a m i l i a r i t i e s ,  t h e s e :  C o l e r i d g e ,
s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of th e  need  fo r  e q u iv a le n t  
t r o u b le ,  b e g inn in gs  r a t h e r  th an  f i n a l i t i e s .
R i c h a r d s  e x p la in s  h i s  sh i f t  of focu s  l ik e  th is :
1 le t  C o l e r i d g e  lead  m e  out of l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  . . . 
ou t  of c r i t i c i s m  into c r e a t i o n ,  out  of c o m m e n t  on 
e n d e a v o r s  into  a  new e n d e a v o r  . . . .  b e t t e r  to  t u r n  
f r o m  c r i t i c i s m  to a  m o r e  r e m e d i a l  way  of s e r v i n g  i ts  
c a u s e ,  to  t u r n  f r o m  a p p r a i s a l  to c o n s t r u c t io n ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  to  a t t e m p t s  to c o n s t r u c t  m o r e  e f fe c t iv e ,
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b e c a u s e  m o r e  c a r e f u l l y  d e s ig n e d ,  i n s t r u m e n t s  of 
i n s t r u c t i o n  (pp. 6 -7 ) .
F r o m  t h i s  m a y  we r e a s o n a b l y  a s s u m e  th a t  R i c h a r d s  in tends
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h i n g , fo r  e x a m p le ,  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of
i n s t r u c t i o n  w h ic h  s e r v e s  th e  c a u s e  of l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  in a  m o r e
r e m e d i a l  way th a n  P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m , f o r  e x a m p l e ?
If so ,  th en  the  sh i f t  f r o m  c r i t i c i s m  to  c r e a t i o n  h as  b e e n  a shif t
f r o m  l e s s  to  m o r e ,  a  q u a n t i t a t iv e  " s h i f t "  w h ic h  lo o k s  m o r e  l ike  a
g ro w th  th an  a  sh i f t .  C e r t a i n l y  we find in " F r o m  C r i t i c i s m  to
C r e a t i o n "  a  f a m i l i a r  o r g a n i c i s m :  R i c h a r d s  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  r e a d i n g
a s  " the  g ro w th  of an  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  c o m p a r i n g  and c o n t r o l l i n g
m e a n i n g s "  (p. 6); he q u o te s  f r o m  L .  L. W h y te 's  I n t e r n a l  F a c t o r s
in  E v o lu t io n  th e  p a s s a g e  w h e r e  W hyte  d i s c u s s e s  th e  t h e o r y  of
e v o lu t io n
" in  t e r m s  no t  of s t r u g g l e  and c o m p e t i t io n ,  but of 
th e  s y s t e m ' s  c a p a c i ty  f o r  c o o r d i n a t e d  a c t iv i ty .  The  
D a r w i n i a n  c r i t e r i o n  of f i t n e s s  f o r  e x t e r n a l  c o m p e t i t io n  
h a s  to be  s u p p le m e n te d  by a n o th e r :  t h a t  of good
i n t e r n a l  c o o rd in a t io n .  I n t e r n a l  c o a d a p ta t io n  is 
n e c e s s a r y  a s  w e l l  a s  e x t e r n a l  a d a p t a t i o n "  (p. 4).
And he u s e s  th e  q u o ta t io n  f r o m  W hyte  to show th a t  " m a j o r  
a n a l o g i e s  w o r k  bo th  w a y s "  (p. 4), t h a t  w h e t h e r  th e  a n a lo g y  be b e ­
tw e e n  m in d  and  s t a t e ,  r e l i g i o n  and m a r r i a g e ,  o r  a  c e l l  and  a s e n ­
t e n c e ,  in  both  s i d e s  of th e  an a logy  " the  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c i e s  o f  p a r t s  
and  w h o le s  b e c o m e  e v e r  m o r e  ev id en t  a s  s k i l l  in  c o n c e iv in g  th e m  
i m p r o v e s "  (p. 4). We would  be i l l  a d v i s e d  to  o v e r l o o k  th e  pun on
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" c o n c e iv i n g "  h e r e .  I t  i s  p a r t l y  w h a t  R i c h a r d s  m e a n t  e a r l i e r  
by " i n v e s t i n g ,  " and it g iv e s  u s  a  c lu e  to  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
o f  w h a t  he  m e a n s  by th e  w o r d  o r d e r  in the  t i t l e  of  h i s  e s s a y  
" L e a r n i n g  . , . a n d  L o o k in g "  in D e s i g n  f o r  E s c a p e ,  w h ic h  we 
w i l l  t a k e  a  lo o k  a t  p r e s e n t l y .
" F r o m  C r i t i c i s m  to  C r e a t i o n "  c o n c e r n s  i t s e l f  w i th  i n s t r u ­
m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .  R i c h a r d s  p r e s e n t s  a n  a r g u m e n t  b e tw e e n  
B. F .  S k i n n e r  and  N o a m  C h o m s k y  and s a y s  of it th a t
d i s p u t a t i o u s  a s s e r t i o n s  su c h  a s  t h e s e —e s p e c i a l l y  
w h en  t h e i r  m a n i f e s t  c o n te n t  a p p e a r s  to  s p r i n g  
f r o m  c o n c e r n  f o r  c o r r e c t  m e t h o d  —h a v e  in c e r t a i n  
l i g h t s  a q u e e r  a i r .  It  i s  a s  th o u g h  t h e  p r i c e  of 
a  p e r c i p i e n c e  w e r e  a  b l i n d n e s s ,  o r  a s  th o u g h  w h a t  
t h e y  s e e  m u s t ,  l ik e  any  s c r e e n  o r  f i l t e r ,  o c c u l t  
o r  d i s t o r t  by s e l e c t i o n  w h a t  th ey  a r e  p r o f e s s e d l y  
e x a m i n i n g  (p. 13),
As  in o t h e r  c a s e s  of d i s p u t a t i o n ,  th e  d i s p u t a n t s  a r e  l i m i t e d  by  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t y :  " .  . . e a c h ,  in h i s  own w a y ,  c u l t i v a t e s  h i s  own
n e g l e c t  of  the  p r o c e s s e s  by w h ic h  h i s  f a c t s  a r e  o b t a i n e d "  (p. 14);
and  t h i s  n e g l e c t  i s  a  f a i l u r e  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  " th e  i n s t r u m e n t s  of 
a n y  i n q u i r y  e n t e r  and  b e c o m e  p a r t  of t h e  p r o b l e m s "  (p. 15), a
f a i l u r e  w h ic h ,  a s  we  h a v e  s e e n ,  R i c h a r d s  r e g a r d s  a s  b e in g  w i d e ­
s p r e a d  and  d e v a s t a t i n g .
And th e  s a m e  e s s a y  p r e s e n t s  a  v a lu e  t h e o r y  p r e d i c a t e d  upon  
m e d i a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  of p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  a nd  g r o w t h  f r o m  th e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  to  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o m  th e  u n r e a l i z e d  to  the
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r e a l i z e d ,  a l l  t h i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  of P r i n c i p l e s  of L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m ,
P r a c t i c a l  C r i t i c i s m ,  S c ien c e  and P o e t r y , M e n c iu s  on th e  Mind,
T he  P h i lo so p h y  of R h e t o r i c , and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  in T e a c h i n g : "Why
shou ld  not  m a n ,  t a k in g  to h e a r t  a  l e s s o n  f r o m  his  u n b o r n  s e l f ,
d i v e r t  a  l i t t l e  of h i s  s p a r e  e n e r g y  to t r y i n g ,  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  to
m a k e  th e  b e s t  of h i m s e l f ? "  (p. 17). H e r e ,  "h is  u n b o rn  s e l f "
i s  a l l u s i o n  to G. W. C o r n e r ' s  O u r s e l v e s  U nborn ,  which  R i c h a r d s
d i s c u s s e s  e a r l i e r  in the  e s s a y ,  but  th e  o r g a n i c  v iew a s  th e  b a s i s
fo r  v a lu e  t h e o r y  is  no th ing  new (cf. s y n a e s t h e s i s ,  c o m m u n i c a t i v e
e f f i c a c y ,  e tc .  ). It has  to  do with  a  d e s ig n :  "I hav e  to  add a
w o r d  upon m y  t i t l e .  C r e a t i o n ,  a s  u s e d  t h e r e ,  is p a r t i c i p a t i o n
in a d e s i g n  beyond any we c a n  c o n c e iv e "  (p. 17). What  about
t h i s  d e s ig n  and th e  r e p e a t e d  u se  of " c o n c e iv e "  in a  way which
d e m a n d s  a  doub le  r e a d i n g ?  Is  the  d e s ig n  a d e s ig n  fo r  e s c a p e ?
P e r h a p s .  M aybe  i t  i s  a n  o r g a n i c  d e s ig n  which  would f ig u re  in
an y  con ce iv in g .  Maybe it i s  wha t  R i c h a r d s  c a l l s ,  in th e  e s s a y
"T h e  T e c h n o lo g ic a l  C r i s i s ,  " the  P r i n c i p l e  of G r o w t h :
T h in k  of an y  p lan t  o r  a n im a l .  All  i t s  g ro w th ,
f r o m  the  v e r y  s t a r t ,  c o m e s  a b o u t  th ro u g h  
what  it h a s  a l r e a d y .  The whole  p lan t  g r o w s  
in e a c h  s t e p  of i ts  g row th .  The  s e e d l in g  can  
g row  only b e c a u s e  w h a t  it a l r e a d y  _is c an  
t a k e  in  and  u s e  w ha t  it n e e d s —to  b e c o m e  what
it w i l l  be.  We d o n ' t  he lp  it by g iv ing  it t h in g s
it canno t  u s e  (p. 40).
T h i s  i s  f o r  the  m a n  of  Sung, and o t h e r  g a r d e n e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e
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c l a s s r o o m  v a r i e t y .
With s u c h  e s s a y  t i t l e s  a s  " M e an in g s  Anew" and "M en c iu s  
T h ro u g h  the  L o o k in g - G la s s ,  " So Much N e a r e r  n e e d s  a  f u l l e r  
ex p l ica t io n ;  bu t ,  a s  th e  e x a m p l e s  I hav e  g iven  have  shown, 
a  f u l l e r  e x p l i c a t io n  h e r e  would  invo lve  m u c h  r e p e t i t i o n  and would 
e i t h e r  t a k e  u s  too f a r  f r o m  o u r  top ic  o r  would s u g g e s t  tha t  o u r  
to p ic  p l a y s  a d i f f e r e n t  r o l e  in R i c h a r d s 1 w o r k  t h a n  i t  in fac t  and 
by c h o ic e  d o e s .  H o w e v e r ,  it is of r e l e v a n c e  to  o u r  in v e s t ig a t i o n  
t h a t  in So Much N e a r e r  R i c h a r d s  c a l l s  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of m o d e s  
of m e a n in g  in h i s  e s s a y  in S p e c u la t iv e  I n s t r u m e n t s  " T o w a r d  a 
T h e o r y  of C o m p r e h e n d in g "  by f a r  " the  m o s t  e n t e r p r i s i n g  s p e c u ­
la t iv e  i n s t r u m e n t  I have  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  to  d e s i g n "  (p. 63).
4
D e s ig n  f o r  E s c a p e  (1968) a l s o  n e e d s  ful l  e x p l i c a t io n  
o u t s id e  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  bu t  it d o e s  show e v id e n c e s  of the  
in f luence  of th e  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t .  I s h a l l  p r e s e n t  
s o m e  e x a m p l e s  of t h i s  in o r d e r  to s u b s t a n t i a t e  m y  p o s i t io n  and 
a l s o  to h in t  th a t  D e s ig n  f o r  E s c a p e  i s  m o r e  th an  ju s t  a  p r a c t i c a l
4
I. A. R i c h a r d s ,  D e s ig n  fo r  E s c a p e:  W o r ld  E d u c a t io n
T h ro u g h  M o d e rn  M ed ia  (New Y o rk :  H a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e  and  W o r ld ,
I n c . ,  1968).
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a p p l i c a t io n  of B a s i c  E n g l i s h .  It i s  t h a t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  bu t  So Much 
N e a r e r  and  D e s ig n  f o r  E s c a p e  c o n c e r n  t h e m s e l v e s  p r i m a r i l y  w i th  
r e d e s i g n i n g  B a s i c  E n g l i s h  f o r  b e t t e r  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t io n  to  w o r ld  
a f f a i r s  and  to m a k e  of  it  a  b e t t e r  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  e x a m in in g  
m e a n i n g s ,  and  bo th  of t h e s e  bo o ks  l ay  the  g ro u n d w o rk  f o r  R i c h a r d s '  
book in  p r o g r e s s ,  L e a r n i n g  E v e r y m a n ' s  E n g l i s h : P r i n c i p l e s  of
L an g u a g e  C o n t r o l .  J u s t  a s  R i c h a r d s  p o in t s  out  in I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
in T e a c h i n g  th a t  in  l e a r n i n g  we p r o c e e d  f r o m  th e  u n in te l l ig ib le  to 
th e  u n in te l l ig ib le  and  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  so ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  th a t  co n t inu ed  
g r o w th  i s  t h e r e b y  im p l i e d ,  h e r e  we s e e  h i s  g ro w th  f r o m  c r i t i c i s m  
to c r e a t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  a  c o n c e r n  with l an g u a g e  c o n t r o l  in 
T h e  M ean in g  of M e an in g  to  a c o n c e r n  with  lan g u a g e  c o n t r o l  in 
L e a r n i n g  E v e r y m a n ' s  E n g l i s h .
In D e s ig n  f o r  E s c a p e , R i c h a r d s  s a y s  th a t ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  
t h in g s ,  he  w i l l  t r y  "to  s u g g e s t  t h r o u g h  th e  m a c h i n e r y  of 
d e s c r i p t i o n  I u s e ,  c e r t a i n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v i c e s  —'s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t s '  a s  C o l e r i d g e  c a l l e d  t h e m —w h ic h  m a y  p e r h a p s  h e lp  u s  to 
s e e  wha t  w e  o u r s e l v e s  an d  o u r  f e l lo w s  a r e  doing w ith  l an g u a g e  
f r o m  c a s e  to  c a s e  a s  n e e d s  and  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c h a n g e "  (p. 32).
T h i s  quo te  i s  f r o m  the  e s s a y  " G r o u n d s  f o r  R e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  " and  
it  s e e m s  t o  s q u a r e  w i th  w h a t  we hav e  c o m e  to  u n d e r s t a n d  by 
" s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  " O ne  of th e  " i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v i c e s "
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w h ic h  R i c h a r d s  u s e s  in th i s  e s s a y  i s  a  q u o te  f r o m  S h a k e s p e a r e  
w h ic h  he  h a s  u s e d  e a r l i e r  but w h ic h  i s  h e r e  c h an ged  s i g n i f ­
i c a n t ly ,  a s  h is  c o m m e n t  up o n  it p o in t s  out:
n o r  do th  th e  eye  i t s e l f ,
T h a t  m o s t  p u r e  s p i r i t  of s e n s e ,  beho ld  i t s e l f ,
Not  go ing  f r o m  i t s e l f  . . .
F o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  t u r n s  not to  i t s e l f
T i l l  i t  h a th  t r a v e l l ' d  and  is m a r r i e d  t h e r e
W h e r e  it m a y  v iew i t s e l f .
T r o i l u s  and  C r e s s i d a , III, i i i ,  105. 
M a r r i e d . N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  e d i t o r s ,  w an t in g  to  m a k e  
S h a k e s p e a r e  o b v io u s ,  took  out m a r r i e d  and  put 
m i r r o r ' d  in i t s  p l a c e .  T h a t  t e l l s  u s  q u i te  a  b i t  abou t
th e m  —ju s t  a s  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  u s e  of m a r r i e d  h e r e  t e l l s  
u s  s o m e th i n g  a bou t  h is  v iew  of m a r r i a g e  (p. 46).
F o r  R i c h a r d s  to  c a l l  t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v ic e  a  s p e c u la t i v e  i n s t r u ­
m e n t  i s  f o r  h im  to  t e l l  u s  s o m e th i n g  abou t  m e d ia t i o n ,  a m o n g  
o t h e r  th in g s .  W hat ,  m o r e  th a n  a m a r r i a g e ,  r e q u i r e s  r e f i n e m e n t  
an d  m e d i a t i o n ?
Two m o r e  q u o ta t io n s  f r o m  th e  s a m e  e s s a y  s h e d  l igh t  upon
R i c h a r d s '  i d e a s  c o n c e r n i n g  d e f in i t io n  and d i sp u ta t io n :
Many d e f in i t io n s  a r e  b a t t l e  c r i e s .  Any t a lk  
about  d e f in i t io n  r a i s e s  e v e r y  c o m b a t i v e  in s t in c t  
in m a n k in d .  A d e f in i t io n  i s  t h e  w eap o n  in 
d e b a t e .  If you c a n  g e t  y o u r  a u d ie n c e  to  a c c e p t  
y o u r  d e f in i t i o n s ,  y o u 'v e  got t h e m .  Y o u 'v e  got 
th e m  f igh t ing  on g ro u nd  w h ic h  i s  u n f a m i l i a r  to  
t h e m  and pu t t ing  t h e i r  foot in to  u n s u s p e c t e d  h o le s  
e v e r y w h e r e .  So, n a t u r a l l y ,  th e  b a t t l e - h i n g e  t e n d s  
to  t u r n  on  a  de f in i t io n .  C a n  I p u sh  you on to  m y  
de f in i t io n  g ro u n d ,  o r  w i l l  you  p u sh  m e ?  (pp. 48-49) .
I w a n t  to  s u g g e s t ,  a n d  it is r a t h e r  p a r a d o x i c a l ,  
th a t  d e f in i t io n s  a r e  v e r y  f ine  if you have  enough  of 
t h e m .  No i m p o r t a n t  t h e m e  c a n  be h and led  w i th
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l e s s  t h a n  57 d e f i n i t i o n s ,  o n ly  you m u s t  u s e  th e  
r i g h t  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  p u r p o s e .  You 
m a k e  u p  a  d e f i n i t i o n  to  h e lp  you g e t  a lo n g  in a  
di  s c u s s i o n  but you m u s t n ' t  e x p e c t  a n y  d e f i n i t i o n  
w i l l  s e r v e  a l l  p o s s i b l e  p u r p o s e s  and  e x i g e n c i e s  
of d i s c u s s i o n .  So n e v e r  be a f r a i d  of h a v in g  
a n o t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  r e m e m b e r  th e  o t h e r  o n e s  
t h a t  o t h e r  p e o p le  a r e  u s i n g  a nd  d o n ' t  o u t r a g e  
t h e m .  In f a c t  b e  h u m a n e  in th e  m a t t e r  of  u s i n g  
t h i s  t r e m e n d o u s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w e a p o n ,  t h e  
d e f in i t i o n  (p. 50).
T h i s  too  is  f a m i l i a r :  D i s p u t a t i o n  a s  s t i f l in g ;  f i t t i n g  d e f ­
i n i t i o n  (o r  o t h e r  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t )  t o  p u r p o s e ;  a nd  m e d i a t i o n  
in th e  f o r m  o f  r e g a r d i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p o in t s  of v iew  a s  c o m p l e m e n -  
t a r i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  r i v a l s .
A n o th e r  e s s a y  in  D e s i g n  f o r  E s c a p e , " L e a r n i n g  and 
L o o k in g ,  " i m p l i e s  by t h e  o r d e r  of  t h e  w o r d s  in i t s  t i t l e  w ha t  w e  
n e e d  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r ,  R i c h a r d s  a s k s  "Why do I s o  
o f t e n  lo o k  a n d  look  a n d  y e t  f a i l  t o  l e a r n ?  I s n ' t  it p e r h a p s  t h a t  
I h a v e n ' t  l e a r n e d  how to  l o o k ? "  (p. 93). T h i s  a g a i n  i s  t h e  q u e r y ,  
th e  r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t io n ,  the  a p o s i o p e s i s ,  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  
u n i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  to  u n i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y , bu t  h o pe fu l ly  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  
g a i n s  t o w a r d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  t o w a r d  a  m o r e  s y n o p t i c  v ie w ,  in  
th e  p r o c e e d i n g  g r o w th .
T h u s ,  a l t h o u g h  R i c h a r d s  h a s  m ade  a  s h i f t  f r o m  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c i s m  to  a  s tu d y  of  the  u s e s  o f  l a n g u a g e  f o r  w o r l d - w i d e  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  he n e v e r t h e l e s s  i s  s t i l l  u s i n g  the
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s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  a s  h i s  guid ing  p r i n c i p l e .  T he  
g row th  of the  c o n c e p t  and  th e  g ro w th  of  h i s  a w a r e n e s s  of i t s  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  show n h im  d i f f e r e n t  and  m o r e  u r g e n t  w ay s  to 
apply  the  t h e o r e t i c a l  to th e  p r a c t i c a l .  Such a p p l i c a t io n  is  
im p l i c i t  in the  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n ce p t  f r o m  the  beg inn ing ,  
and a s  th e  c o n ce p t  g r o w s  i t  c h a n g e s ;  but  the  c h an g e  i s  a  c h an g e  
f r o m  p o te n t i a l i ty  t o w a r d  a c t u a l i t y ,  th e  kind  of o r g a n i c  c h a n g e  
e x h ib i ted  by any g row ing  o r g a n i s m .
What  we hav e  w i t n e s s e d  in  o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  a  s e r i e s  of 
b e c o m i n g s —a q u a s i - m e t a p h o r  b e c o m in g  an  e p i s t e m o l o g y ,  a 
l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y  b e c o m in g  an  e d u c a t io n a l  to o l ,  a  l i t e r a r y  t h e o r i s t  
b e c o m in g  a c u l t u r a l  e n g in e e r ,  R i c h a r d s  w a n t s  the  s p e c u l a t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  c o n c e p t  to  be u s e d  w h e r e  it i s  m o s t  n eed e d ;  and ,  
a s  we h av e  s e e n ,  he h a s  g ro w n  t o w a rd  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  tha t  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  d e p e n d e n c e ,  r e f i n e m e n t ,  o p e n n e s s ,  and th e  c o n d i t io n a l ,  
a s  th ey  c o n t r ib u te  to  e q u i l i b r iu m  and  h a r m o n y  th r o u g h  m e d ia t i o n ,  
need  m o s t  d e s p e r a t e l y  and  i m m e d i a t e l y  to  b e  a p p l i e d  to  th e  
w o r ld  and  the s t a t e s  and  in d iv id u a l s  w i th in  it .  J u s t  how m u c h  
n e a r e r  we a r e  to  hav ing  a d e s ig n  f o r  e s c a p e  f r o m  d i s a s t e r  in 
p o l i t i c s ,  m e n t a l  h e a l th ,  and  t h e  c o n t in u a n c e  of h o m o  s a p i e n s  on
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the  e a r t h  i s ,  f o r  R i c h a r d s ,  a  m a t t e r  of how w e l l  we c a n  and 
w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d ,  d e v e lo p ,  e v a lu a t e ,  c h o o s e ,  and  app ly  
s p e c u l a t i v e  i n s t r u m e n t s .
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